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The  faistor;  of  the  Hebrew  people  possesses  an  interest 
and  importance  which  belonjfs  lo  no  other,  Not  only 
do  their  annals  excel  those  of  all  other  nations  in  ihdr 
aDlJqait]'  and  truth,— ia  the  magnitude  and  woDderful 
character  of  the  events  related  in  them, — and  in  ibt 
simplicity  and  beauty  of  their  style ;  but  tliey  espe- 
cially challenge  the  serious  attention  of  mankind 
from  the  circomslance,  that  they  contain  the  records 
of  a  people,  among  nhom  God  has  condescended 
reveal  almost  the  entire  of  what  is  known  canoeroing 
himself,  and  whom  be  hath  chosen  to  be  the  conduiM 
of  his  mercy  lo  all  the  families  of  the  earth.  Tbeiif' 
history  moreover  is  replete  with  lessons  of  inslruc 
tion  !  for  which  it  was  indeed  designed,*  Herein  thi 
moralist  and  philosopher  may  behold  the  most  strik- 
ing illustrations  of  the  depravity  of  the  hnman  heart, 
and  of  the  misery  which  attends  apostacy  from  God  ; 
herein  the  statesman  and  the  politician  may  discover 
the  trne  secret  of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of 
tions,  with  the  only  sound  principles  of  good  gO' 
ment ;  every  departure  from  which  he  will  End 
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r  or  later  nith  natioDal  chastisementa  a 
plexity.  These  therefore  are  the  great  facts  and  prin- 
ciples, which  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  in  view  in 
the  progressof  this  volnmc;  being  persuaded  that  the 
naturalist,  whoahoold  satisfy  liimseir  with  describing 
animals  from  the  stuffed  skins  of  them  which  he  finds 
in  the  Museum,  instead  of  considering  their  habits, 
functions,  and  peculiarities  from  living  specimens, 
would  not  produce  a  work  more  wantJDg  oF  reality 
nnd  life,  than  a  history  of  Israel  would  be,  in  which 
either  (he  principles  above-mentioned  should  be  tost 
sight  of,  or  the  miracles  nnd  wonderful  Inlerposi- 
lions  of  Providence  with  which  the  Hebrew  chroni- 
cles abound. 

In  other  respects  the  coraposilion  of  a  history  of 
times  with  which  we  are  not  contemporary,  ia  but  a 
compilation  of  facta  made  ready  to  our  hands  by 
others.  The  only  qaestions  of  importance  in  such 
case  are,  whether  the  writer  has  consulted  Ihe  best 
authorities,  and  has  exercised  due  caution  and  dis- 
crimination in  selecting;  his  materials.  In  regard  to 
Ihe  former  of  these  points,  it  will  save  much  trouble 
l)Olh  to  tbe  reader  and  myself,  and  likewise  redeem 
the  space  required  hy  constant  references,  if  I  here 
mention  the  writers  whom  I  bave  principally  followed. 
The  holy  scriptures  form  the  chief  records  of  Israel 
down  to  their  return  from  Babylon.  There  are  no- 
tices of  circumstances,  connected  with  this  period  of 
their  history,  in  those  aDcient  writers  Sancboniatho, 
Berosus,  Manelho  and  others,  whom  I  have  quoted 
when  their  testimony  is  either  curious  or  imporlaoL  A 
valuable  service  has  in  this  respect  been  performed 
for  the  student  of  history,  by  R,  P.  Cary,  Esq.  of 
Cambridge,  who  has  collected  into  one  *olum 


uistiag  fragmeots  of  fenaine  profane  aoliqaitj, 
togetber  witb  the  difTereat  Greek  oi  Laiin  readings 
of  the  several  aathors,  in  whoso  works  they  are 
qaoted  from  the  original.  For  the  period  extend- 
ing froin  the  restoration  of  tlie  Jews  from  Babylon, 
down  to  the  sabversion  of  their  polit;  bj  Tilus.  I 
have  followed  Josephns,  the  writer  of  the  first  book 
of  Maccabees,  and  Pbilo,  wlio  are  all  Jewish  histo- 
rians. 1  am  indebted  also  to  the  labors  of  Dr.  Pri- 
deaux,  in  his  CoDoexioQ  of  Profane  with  Sacred 
History  ;  besides  the  notices  of  the  later  portion  of 
those  times  to  be  fonnd  in  tie  Roman  historians.  Of 
the  period  after  the  dispersion  down  to  the  Protestant' 
Reformation,  the  third,  sixlb  and  seventh  books  of 
Basnage  form  the  subalratam ;  hot  nomeroas  other 
autboritiea  are  here  interwoven.  For  the  last  period) 
viz.  from  Ibe  Reformation  down  to  the  present  time, 
I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  my  materials  from 
so  many  sources,  that  I  hardly  know  how  to  specify 
one  more  than  another.  In  all  instances,  however, 
where  I  have  not  here  named  my  authorities.  I  have 
given  the  references  to  them  in  tlie  body  of  the  work ; 
and  when  the  occasion  has  seemed  to  call  for  it,  I 
have  inserted  the  references  even  to  those  aalhoritiei 
which  are  here  mentioned. 

Bat  thoagh  I  am  necessarily  indebted  to  the  labors 
of  others  for  my  facts,  I  have  endeavoared  through- 
out lo  form  my  own  independent  judgment  of  the 
real  character  of  those  facts,  and  of  the  inferences  to 
he  drawn  from  them.  Friends,  whose  opinions  I 
highly  respect,  have  ad*ised  me  to  be  as  brief  as 
possible  in  those  portions  of  the  history  with  which 
the  public  is  supposed  to  be  familiar,  through  the 
1  of  iba  holy  scriptures;  and  to  enter  moit 
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into  detail  in  those  periods,  for  wbioh  n 
to  ha*e  recourse  exclusivdy  lo  profane  records, 
have  felt  constraiaed  however  to  go  contrary  to  these 
SDi^geslions :  for  williout  stoppiof;  lo  inquire  whether 
ChrUtiHiis  in  general  are  really  so  familiar  with  the 
sacred  chronicles,  as  some  would  give  them  credit  for 
being ;  and  wheilier,  in  regard  to  the  New  Testament 
portion  of  the  history,  we  ought  not  likewise  to  con- 
aider  the  Jews,  (by  some  of  whom  I  have  reason  to 
cspect  the  present  volnme  will  be  perused;)  it  ajv 
pears  to  me  erroneous  in  principle  to  pass  cursorily 
over  tbose  portions  of  the  history  on  which  we  can 
beat  rely, — and  from  which  we  can  infer  the  mind  of 
God,  in  bis  dealings  with  bis  people,  on  authority 
not  to  be  disputed, — and  to  enlarge  only  when  we 
quit  the  field  of  inspired  writ,  and  launch  into  an 
ocean  of  authorities,  many  of  which  are  of  a  ques- 
tionable character,  and  from  none  of  which  can  the 
purposes  or  God  be  inferred  with  the  like  certainty. 
For  reasons  which  have  appeared  to  me  equally 
weighty,  I  have  given  larger  biographical  notices  of 
the  earlier  patriarchs,  than  friends  have  recommend- 
ed. For  a  strange  notion  has  obtained  with  many, 
that  the  perverseness  and  hardness  of  the  Hebrews, 
in  their  wilderness-state  anil  subsequently,  arose 
from  a  something  constitutional,  or  from  the  iovete- 
rate  prejudices  of  education,  derived  from  their 
fathers,  the  counterpart  of  which  is  no  where  else  to 
be  fonnd  in  the  human  race;  wbereby  such  persons 
deprive  themselves  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
the  due  consideration  of  their  conduct,  and  of  the 
chastisements  with  which  God  has  at  different  periods 
visited  them.  But  though  I  have  considered  it  im- 
porttJil  lo  relate  soob  incidents  of  the  father^  m  s 


will  place  their  character  in  a  proper  point  of  Ticw, 
1  have  aevertbeless  studied  breviiy  and  coocigenen 
in  this  matter:  which  iailecd  lias  been  mj  aim 
llirODgliout  the  work, — often,  I  fear,  to  the  prejndice 
of  the  history:  bat  a  necessity  has  been  laid  upon 
ne,  of  corapreMing  the  eTent.i,  which  have  priaci- 
pally  aflected  Iiiael  for  nearJy  four  thousand  years, 
into  the  compass  of  a  single  volume. 

The  rhronology  adopted  in  ihin  work  likev 
quirea  a  few  DbscrvalioDS.    In  order  to  aave  myself  fl 
ihe  labour  of  InvcstigaiioD,  it  was  my  origioat  in' I 
tention  to  have  followed  that  puhlishcil  a  few  yeart  I 
since,   by  W.  F.  Clinton,  Esq,  in   the  Appendix 
Vol.  t.  of  his  Fasti  Hellenici.    In  the  course,  howe*eiy  I 
of  checking  the  computation  as  I  went  oa.  I  disoo«  I 
Tcred  an  error;   and  as  this  induced  me  to  oonside*  I 
the  whole  subject,  I  was  finally  led  to  adopt   the  I 
ffrimD  cbroQology  (rejected  by  Mr.  CJinion,)  froni    ( 
the  conviction  at  which  I  arrived,  that  it  i 
main  correct;   lhouf;h   I   have  still  followed  him  in 
Us  Dorrections   of  the   chronology  of   the  kings   of 
Jndab  and  Ephraim,  the  obscaritics  of  which  he  has 
admirably   cleared  up.    To  the  principal  difiiculties 
of  tbis  subject  I  must  briefly  advert. 

There  are  two  chasms  in  the  scripture  chronology,  . 
ocmrring  between  the  Exodns  and  the  reign  of  David: 
The  first  is  from  the  death  of  Moses  to  the  end  of  tba 
time  of"  the  elders  who  overlived  Joshua."  Tbest 
cond  IB  from  the  death  of  Samson  to  the  election  of 
gaol.  The  obscnrily  of  these  periods,  and  indeed  of 
tbe  whole  intervening  space  from  Moses  to  David,  is 
iaoreased  by  the  following  difliculty.  In  1st  Kings 
vi.  I.  it  is  slated,  that  Solomon  began  to  build  the 
bonse  of  the  Lord  in  the  /our  hvndred  and  eiiflLtictk 
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jeai  after  the  cbildrea  of  Israel  had  c 
Egypt,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  hiii  reign. 
ArIs  xiii.  18—22,  Paul  makes  the  same  period  dif- 
ferent, Tie>  40  years  for  the  sojoarning  in  the  wil- 
derness, 450  years  for  the  times  of  the  judges,  and 
40  years  afterwards  for  David,  making  together  S30 
years.  He  omitB  to  specify  the  duration  of  the  term 
between  Moses  and  lie  Judges,  though  he  mentions 
the  term  itself,  saying,  "  And  when  he  had  destroyed 
seven  nations  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  he  divided  their 
land  to  them  by  lot ;  and  after  thai  be  gave  jadges 
about  the  space  of  450  years,  until  Samuel  the  pro- 
phet." If  we  allow  seven  years  for  this  space,  and 
add  43  years  more  for  the  declared  period  from  the 
beginning  of  David's  reign  to  the  fourth  year  of  So- 
lomon, we  have  G80  years  for  the  whole  term,  instead 
of  480, 

Now  those  who  follow  1  Kings  vi.  1,  as  a  genuine 
text,  adjust  the  two  periods  of  obscurity  to  suit  the 
term  therein  mentioned,  and  have  diirercnt  modes  of 
explaining  Acts  xiii.  18—22.  Those,  on  the  other 
hand,  who  consider  tbe  apostle  as  assigning  the  Irne 
date,  are  compelled  to  regard  the  texts  in  1  Kings  vi. 
as  corrupt,  and  therefore  lengthen  the  details  of  the 
whole  term  to  Butt  Iheirhypotheses.  They  have  alto 
the  countenance  of  the  Greek  version  and  of  Jo- 
se phas,» 


xiil 

Now  the  date  in  1  Kings  vi.  1,  is  mentioned  i 

^cat  particaiaTity ;  whereas  Pan  1,  on  the  contrary. 

does  not  aHect  accnracj,  but  uses  to  each  period  he 

mentiotis  the  word  '<«  (e.  g.  '«>  rrfo-i  TtTpaiioiriaa — '»• 

mraapaKarra  rrf.)  which  'a>t  Bcroaldus  translates  qvati, 

and  contends  that  Paul  designedly  uses  it  lo  avoid 
the  dillicalties  of  the  subject.  (OatoBliel  and  other 
rabbins  talcing  different  views  of  the  periods  of  ser- 
litude,)  jost  as  a  man  would  do,  who  desired  not  to 
wealten  bis  argument  or  more  important  matters  hy 
excitint;  needless  controversy  or  prejudice*  If  there- 
fore  we  adopt  the  longer  period,  it  is  at  the  serious 
alternative  of  declaring  a  text  to  be  corrupt  or  spo- 
tiotis,  which  is  explicit  on  the  point,  and  of  adopting 
as  the  accurate  compatation  one  which  seemingly 
studies  to  be  vague.  Moreover  1  Kings  vi.  does  cor- 
respond with  another  term  meDtioned  roundly  in 
Judges  xi.  26,  where  Jephtbah  states  that  they  had 
possessed  the  conntry  of  the  Amorites  from  Arnan  to 
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Jabbok  for  "  about  300  jears  ; "  which  SQin  it  is  diffl- 
(lalt  to  accommodate  to  the  longer  term  without 
violence  to  the  scripture  text.  Besides  Ibis,  there 
my  mind  A  coDclasire  argument  on  this  subject 
derived  from  the  genealogies  contained  in  Matthew 
and  Luke.  From  Rabab  Ibo  harlot  (who  was  the 
mother  of  Boaz  and  the  conlemporary  of  Joshna)  to 
SoJamon  inclusive  was  only  five  generations  :  and  it 
is  utterly  irapossible  to  reconcile  the  longer  period 
with  the  probable  ages  of  the  intermediate  parties, — 
Boaz,  Obed,  Jesse  and  David  ;  which  mast,  in  that 
case,  have  averaged  upwards  of  130  years  each.* 

I  have  only  finally  to  observe,  in  regard  to  thii 
History,  that  I  have  not  sought  the  undertaking  of 
myself;  that  I  am  sensible  of  my  own  inadeqaacy 
for  so  responsible  a  task  ;  and  that  in  the  same  spirit 
of  prayer  and  depeodance  apon  God  which  Ibis  con- 
viction has  led  me  to  aim  at,  whilst  parsuing  the 
work,  f  now  send  it  forth  to  the  public,  humbly  be- 
seeching  that  thiough  Divine  mercy  it  may  he  made 
useful  to  the  Church  o(  Christ. 

of  llii<  inhlKt  H  reforred  to  Ihe 
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Page  5,  last  line  of  Note ;  for  "  suppose  Elam  to  be  Elymais/'  remd 
**  suppose  it  be  some  otber  place.'* 

PajB;e  150,  last  line  but  two  of  Note;  for  "lay  north  of  it,**  read 
"laysou^Aofit.** 

Page  176,  second  line  of  Note ;  for  *'  btfore  Christ  578/'  read  "  be- 
S&rt  Christ  687." 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE  PATRIARCHAL  PERIOD. 

[a.m.  2083.]  The  history  of  the  Hebrew  or  Israelitish 
nation  properly  commences  with  the  divine  call  of 
Abram,  who,  by  infallible  authority,  is  declared 
to  be  'Mhe  rock  from  whence  it  was  hewn,  and.  the 
hole  of  the  pit  from  whence  it  was  digged.''  Isa.  li.  1. 
God  at  this  time  appeared  to  Abram,  and  directed 
him  to  leave  his  country  and  his  kindred,  and  to  go 
forth  into  a  land  which  he  would  shew  him.  He 
likewise  encouraged  him  by  precious  promises ;  but 
as  these  were  afterwards  greatly  amplified,  it  will 
prevent  unnecessary  repetition,  if  the  sum  of  what 
was  covenanted,  on  all  the  various  occasions  when 
God  manifested  himself,  be  at  once  recited.  It  was 
as  follows  r  that  God  would  bless  Abram,  and  make 
him  a  blessing ;  that  he  would  give  to  him  one  seed 
pre-eminently,  through  whom  all  the  families  oC  \\\ei 
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eiirtli  should  be  blessed  ;  lliat  be  sboold  lilcewiM 
liavc  an  offspring  innumerable  as  the  alitra  of  lieaven, 
aitd  tbe  sand  wliich  is  by  the  sea-shore  ;  so  that  he 
sfaaulil  beoume  a  great  nation  and  the  father  of  many 
nallons;  that  bis  seed  should  possess  the  gate  of 
their  enetuits,  and  that  buth  to  him  and  tbem  the 
Lord  would  give  the  laad,  which  he  purposed  I 
shew  liicn,  for  an  everlaslin<;  possession.  The  lu 
granted  was  from  the  Euphrates  on  the  east  to  the 
Mediterranean  oD  the  west;  and  from  Lebant 
clusiTe,  on  the  north,  to  the  river  of  Egypt  on  the 
Houth.    (Gen.  xv.  18.  Ueut.  xi.  24.  Josh.  i.  4.) 

Of  the  history  of  Aliram  previous  to  his  call  we 
know  but  little :  much  is  indeed  related  of  him  by 
the  oriental  wfilers ;  but  their  narratives  are,  for  tbe 
most  part,  disligured  by  extravagant  legends; 
wbal  tbey  contain  of  truth  is  manifestly  derived 
from  the  holy  script u res,  the  only  authentic  record 
of  those  times.  Prom  these  we  learn  that  Abram 
was  a  younger  son  of  Tcrah,  (who  v 
from  Noah  iu  the  line  of  Shem;)  that  lie  resided  ftrit 
at  Vr  of  the  Cbaldees,  and  then  at  Haran,  until  the 
death  of  his  father;  and  that  he  was  seventy-five 
years  of  age  when  he  quitted  his  country  a 
dred  for  the  land  of  Canaan. 

As  the  country  from  which  Abram  originally  sprang 
was  C bald ea,  tbe  circumstance  that  he  is  neverthe- 
less called  always  in  the  scriptures  a  Syti: 
Hebrew,  aectns  first  to  require  explanation.  The 
wbole  country  between  the  Tigris  and  the  Jordan 
appears  to  have  been  designated  in  those  times  by 
tbo  general  name  of  Si/ria.  comprehending  several 
distinct  regions,  as  Mesopotamia  or  Chaldea ; 
territory  of  the  Damascenes,  which  Hretejied  \ 


thorea  of  the  Mediterranean,  norlb  of  Palesliau  ;  and 
at  a  subsequent  period  the  territory  of  tbe  AniniD- 
aites.  whose  capital  was  Rabbaii-'  Abram  tberefore 
was  8  Syrian  in  regard  lo  tbc  general  name  of  tlie 
cooDtiy,  and  a  Chaldean  with  respect  to  the  particular 
r^OD  of  it.'  The  term  Hebrew  is  by  many  suppposit 
to  be  derived  from  Eber,  the  great-grandson  of  Shem  ; 
but  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  Abraro  and  hla 
poslerityshouldbave  been  called  after  an  ancestor  six 
generations  removed  from  him,  and  of  whoin  nothing 
particular  is  recorded.  There  is  no  evidence  thai  any 
of  tbe  intermediate  general  ions,  between  Eber  and 
Abram,  were  called  Hebrews :  and  what  is  still  more 
conclusive  against  this  origin  of  the  name,  the  kin- 
dred of  Abram  who  remained  in  Mesopotamia,  as 
Nabor,  Laban,  &c.,  are  always  called  Syrians,  and 
not  Hebrews.  (Gen.ssv.  20  ;  xxviii.  5;  xxxi.  20.24.) 
The  word  Hther  (IDS )  signifies  one  jrom  beyond,  or 
mt  that  pasict  thravgh,  or  met:  The  Septuagint  ren- 
ders it  itffoTrt,  a  stranger,  foreigner,  or  wanderer :  and 
this  agrees  exactly  with  the  eharacler  which  the  Pa- 
triarchs give  of  themselves,  viz.  that  thcj  were 
"  strangers  and  pilgrLms  in  the  earth  ;  "  and  with  tho 
fact  that  Moses  calls  Canaan  "the  land  in  which 
they  were  strangerif,"  "  the  land  of  their  pilgrimage. 

'Aram,  Ihe  youngEt  son  of  Arphanad,  w»  the  ancestnt  at  the 

ttg  Hebrew,  the  word  EnHBLsted  Syriimi  is  Blnnca  Aratnmaiw.  aad 
hdas-aroH  sbould  therefnre,  fnr  oonsistencr's  sate  be  tenilerea 
Fkibul-ef  Sirrin.  Theuanie  Sprfani  orCiirwu  is  ileriicd.  It  ha*  been 
tBTpOKd  horn  ryr  or  Eyr,  tbe  pliee  tbe  Aruaseajis  csine  riom. 
Tber  aeCaeit  in 'be  aiBtlustance  In  Mcsopotainla,  (culled  In  Greek 
Zifpia   l!«rwt»TOflitt,)  bnl  afterwHida  imsaed    the  BuphretEa,  and 
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Upon  tjuittiDgMcaopolamiafoTCnnaan,  Abramwas 
accompattjed  by  Lot  the  son  of  his  elder  brothei 
HaTan,  who  was  deceased.'  They  pursued  tbe  occu- 
pation of  shepberdai  and,  like  the  Nomadic  tribes 
of  those  regions  in  tbe  present  day,  thej  wandered 
from  ooe  station  to  another,  aecordiog  as  Ihc  want  of 
pasture  for  their  flocks,  or  some  otiier  consideration 
of  necessity  or  eonvenience,  induced  them  to  remove. 
Their  manners  and  habits  appear  also,  in  other  re- 
spects, to  have  been  charaeterrzed  by  the  simpliciljr 
of  pastoral  life :  their  wives  and  daughters  prepared 
their  food,  fetched  water  from  the  well,  spun  wool 
and  made  garments  i  whilst  they  and  their  sons 
tended  the  flocks:  Tioti<:  thought  it  a  degradation  to 
be  engaged  in  the  useful  and  laborious  offices  of  life. 

It  is  not  certainly  known  what  wastho  religious 
character  of  Abrain  previous  to  his  call.  Chaldea 
is  by  some  supposed  to  have  been  the  earliest  seat  of 
idolatry  ;  and  Terab,  the  father  of  Abram,  is  by  the 
Arabian  authors  asserted  to  have  been  a  maker  of 
images  for  worship  anit  divining,  after  whom  they 
derived  llic  name  of  'ftrnphim.  It  is  certain  that 
Terah  served  other  gods  than  Jehovah;  (Josh.  xxiv. 
2.)  and  equally  so  that  images,  or  toraphim,  were,  at 
a  later  period,  used  in  the  family  of  Laban,  bis  de> 
scendant  by  the  line  of  Nahor.  (Gen.  isxi.  30,  34.) 

1  It  is  gyiitcnl  that  Abram  wu  m>t  Uiir  tliat  sod  of  Tendi :  racTVrah 


BM  -wbetlier  Abmni   waa  tainted  by  Ibese  suporati- 

liaDS  canool   be  ascertained:  be   was  at 

tept  undebled  from  Ibem  subsequent  to  hi: 

(be  Lord  Jebovah  became  Ihe  supreme  Dbji>ct  botli  of 

his  norship  and  bis  confidence. 

After  Abiam  had  sojourned  some  time  in  Canaan. 
tlie  cattle  of  himself  and  nephew  bad.  through  Uie 
hJessing  of  God,  so  prodigiousij  inoieaaed,  as  to  re- 
quire a  multitude  of  servants  to  look  after  them; 
and  repeated  quarrois  ensued  between  their  several 
dependants,  whilst  seeking  water  and  pasture  for  Iho 
Socks  of  their  respectiTC  masters.  Abram,  perceiving 
that  this  strife  was  onl;  to  be  prevented  liy  their 
separation,  generously  olfered  to  Lot  Ibe  choice  of 
location,  determining  himself  to  remove  in  an  oppo- 
sile  direction.  Lot,  without  deferring  to  his  uncle, 
and  with  a  culpable  disregard  of  the  character  of  the 
inhabitants,  fixed  upon  the  plain  of  Sodom  ;  a  choice 
which  he  had  afterwards  frequent  reason  to  repent. 
80DI1  after  his  removal  a  war  broke  out  between 
ChedorlaomEf,  kin>^  of  Elam,'  supported  by  three 
confederate  princes,  and  Bera,  king  of  Sodom,  who 
wilb  four  other  chiefs  had  revolted  from  Chcdor^ 
laomer.  The  king  of  Elam,  falling  suddenly  upon 
Bera  and  bis  allies,  defeated  him,  plundered  the 
cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  withdrew,  carry- 
iag  away  Lot  a  prisoner,  and  all  his  cattle.  When 
Abram  however  was  apprised  of  this  event,  he  im- 
mediaiely  armed  those  of  bis  servants  who  were 
cbiefly  to  be  depended  on,  to  the  number  of  three 
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hundred  and  eighteen  ;  '  and  with  liioac  niio  weretrt 
hand  of  lliree  neighbonring-  cliierg,  confederate  with 
Abram,  (Mamre  the  Amorite,  and  the  brothers  Eshcol 
and  Aner,)  he  pnrsued  swiftly  after  thera,  and,  sur- 
prising them  by  night,  completely  routed  them,  re- 
covered Lot,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  captivefl 
and  the  spoil,  and  returned  victorious  to  Mamre. 

On  his  way  back,  he  was  met  by  a  personage  of 
whom  remarkable  mention  is  afterwards  made  in 
holy  writ, — Melcbisedec,  king  of  Salem  or  Jerasa- 
lem,*  wbo  united  in  his  person  Ihe  offices  of  kiag 
and  priest.  He  brought  forth  bread  and  wine  to 
refresh  Abram,  to  Shaveh,  (i.e.  "the  king's  dale," 
supposed  to  be  the  valley  of  Jcboshaphat,)  and  hav- 
ing blessed  hiro  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  heaven 
and  earth,  be  received  homage  from  Abram  and  a 
tithe  of  the  spoil.  Bera,  tiie  kin;;  of  Sodom,  grate- 
fully offered  to  Abram  Ibo  whole  of  Ihe  spoil  as  a 
present,  requiring  only  that  the  captives  should  be 
restored  to  him  ;  but  he  was  met  by  a  rare  disinter- 
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esledneis  and  seal  for  the  honour  of  God  on  Iho  pnrt 
orAhram,  who  replied  to  bim,  "I  have  lift  up  mine 
hand  unto  the  Lord.Ihe  most  high  God,  the  possessot 
of  heaven  aod  earth,  thai  I  will  nut  take  froin  a  thread 
even  to  a  shoe-lalchet;  nor  will  I  take  anything  of 
thine,  leat  thou  shouldst  say,  '/  have  made  Abram 
Ticb;'  save  on\j  that  which  the  young  roen  have 
eaten,  and  the  portion  of  the  men  which  went  with 
me,  Aner,  Eshcol  and  Mamre." 

[a.H.  2093.]  The  faith  of  Abram  was,  ncvcrtheleii, 
ranch  exercised,  from  the  ctrcuraslaDce,  that  after  too 
years  of  wandering  he  still  went  ohildlcsa.  notwith- 
standing the  promise  of  a  seed.  God,  therefore,  by 
way  of  eonlirniing  him  in  the  assurance  both  of  the 
seed  and  of  the  land,  formally  covenanted  with  him, 
after  a  remarkable  manner.  lie  was  directed  to  take 
an  heifer,  a  she-goat,  and  a  ram,  each  of  three  years 
old,  with  a  turtle-dove  and  a  yoang  pigeon.  These 
he  divided  asunder,  (excepliog  the  birds)  and  placed 
the  one  half  of  each  opposite  to  the  other  half,  leav- 
ing a  passage  between.  And  at  sun-set  a  supernatu- 
ral sleep  and  horror  of  great  darkness  fell  upon 
Abiam,  and  he  beheld  the  symbol  of  God's  presenee, 
resembling  a  smoking  furnace,  and  a  burning  lamp 
passing  between  the  pieces.' 

Besides  the  renewal  of  the  pTomisc  of  the  land  at 
this  time,  God  also  gave  1o  Ahraui  some  important 
information  concerning  the  possession  of  it>  He  de- 
clared to  him  that  bis  seed  must  previously  be  af- 
flicted for  a  long  period  in  a  slran^  laud ;  the  reason 
assigned  for  which  delay  was,  "thaltlie  iniquity  of 
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the  AtnoriUt  u>as  not  yet  fall-,"  This  declaration  ii 
worthy  of  particular  remark,  in  a  political  point  of 
view;  for  we  shall  find  it  to  be  the  principle  apoa 
which  the  Lord  invariably  acts,  when  he  devotes  a 
people  to  destruction.  Though  their  sios  and  their 
apostacy  provoke  him  to  execute  wrath  upon  them,  be 
will  nevertheless  have  their  character  unequivocally 
manifested  before  he  actually  strikes.  They  are  con- 
sequeally  left  to  become  obdurate ;  the  restraints  im- 
posed by  his  providence  are  more  or  less  removed, 
to  afford  scope  for  the  full  developement  of  their  evil 
principles  and  natural  depravity;  and  tbos  they  may 
be  centuries  even  filing  up  the  measure  of  their  ini- 
quity, though  in  the  appointed  season  they  become 
ripe  for  judgment,  and  the  wrath  follows. 

This  appears  to  be  a  suitable  place  for  some  inquiry 
into  the  history  of  those  nations,  whose  land  was  now 
covenanted  to  Abram,  and  on  whom  his  descendants 
were  to  he  the  instruments  of  vengeaDce. 

The  reader  of  scripture  will  remember,  that  when 
Noab  had  planted  a  vineyard,  and  made  wine,  and 
from  inexperience  of  its  potency  bad  drank  thereof 
to  intoxication.  Ham,  his  son,  was  guilty  of  some 
gross  misconduct  toward  him,  which  brought  upon 
himself  a  curse.  Berosus,  the  Chaldean,  gives  larger 
particolars  of  the  transgression  of  Ham  at  this  time, 
than  are  recorded  lo  Genesis ;  stating  that  he  had  a 
particular  enmity  towards  his  parent,  and  that  from 
bis  generally  abandoned  and  sensual  condnct  be 
obtained  the  surname  of  B$ienuuf,  which  signilieg 
iufamoiu  and  obicent.'     His   son   Canaan  was  evi- 


THE 

dentlj  present  at  the  period  mentioned,  aad  seerot   I 
to  have  been  a  criminal  participator  in   his  I 
conduct,  and  to  have  transmitted  all  l>is  lev 
profligate   qualities  to  his  descendants.     In   fact  the 
eurse,  as  narralod  in  Genesis,  is  directed  more  espe- 
cially against  Canaan;  from  which   it  is  liiglil]'  prob- 
able that  he  was  a  prominent  actor  on  that  occasion. 

At  the  dispersion  of  the  sods  of  Noah,  Ham  went    i 
santh-tvest,  locating  his  olFspring  in  various  regions  ; 
and  at  length   he  entered   Palestine  with   his  son    ' 
Cui&an  and  bis  childrcD,  who  occupied  various  por- 
tians  of  the  region  which  extends   from   Lebanou  to 
Ibe  Red  Sea.' 

The  whole  countrj'  was  generally  called  Canaan, 
from  its  being  thus  inhabited  by  tribes  who  were  de- 
■oeoded  from  his  sons  or  grandsons.'  At  the  same 
time  it  is  evident, — from  the  circnmstance  of  the 
Caflaanites  being  often  mentioned,  as  distinct  from, 
and  in  additiouto,  these  tribes,  (seeExod.  iil.  S.  Josh, 
ri.  1 — 4,)— •'"it   there   was  some  part  of  this  conn- 
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try  more  properly  called  Canaan.  This  is  with 
good  reason  coocladed  to  be  lliat  where  Canaan  btm- 
self  settled,  and  to  whom  the  other  Icings  were  tribn- 
lary  ;  and  was  the  region  stretching  Trom  Sidon 
on  the  north,  and  the  Mediterranean  on  the  west,  to 
the  Jordan,  called  also  Syro-pbenicia,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  were,  even  in  oor  Lord's  time,  called  Ca- 
naanite!.  (Mall,  xr,  22.)  The  name  Pakatine,  ^Oat- 
nards  given  to  the  conntry,  was  derived  from  the 
Fbilistiro,  or  Philistines,  who  were  descended  from 
Ham  through  his  son  Mizratm.' 

[A.m.  2094.]  Notwithstanding  the  renewal  of  the 
promise  to  Abram,  the  medium  through  which  it  was 
to  be  accomplished  whs  not  yet  understood;  and 
Sarah,  perceiving  herself  to  be  now  arrived  beyond 
the  period  of  child bea-ring,  without  having  had  the 
promise  fulfilled  through  her,  proposed  to  give  her 
maid  Hagar  to  Abram.  The  damsels  given  to  women 
of  Tank  nnd  consideration  in  those  times,  generally 
at  their  marriage,  were  so  entirely  their  own  pro- 
perty, that  they  had  the  absolute  disposal  of  their  per- 
SODS ;  and  the  children  which  tbey  bore  were  cod- 


Mltraim,  or  Kerptlani.  AuU  Odd 
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invbalilr  ipeaVs  of  ttie  name,  chap.  U.  9.    The  PttelhUa 
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Ridered  as  belonging  to  ihe  mistress.  Abruni  i 
curred  in  the  proposal,  aod  Ihe  issue  was  a  son  born  I 
to  him  in  his  eisht^-sixlh  year,  whom  he  named  Ish- 
nael.  An  aoget  of  God  appeared  to  his  mother  jui 
before  Isbmael  traa  born,  who  foretold  to  her,  ibat  the 
son  whomshe  was  about  tobring  forth  sliould  he  a  wild 
man;  bishand  against  every  iuaD,aDd  every  man'sjiand 
against  him ;  that  he  should  dwell  in  the  presence  of 
all  bis  brethren;  and  that  God  would,  through  hiro, 
so  exceedingly  mnliiply  her  seed,  that  it  should  Dot 
be  nnmbered  for  multitude.  And  among  the  wonders 
of  prophecy,  as  avouched  by  history,  is  the  continued 
existence  of  Iho  posterity  of  Ishmael,  bearing  the 
precise  character  here  allached  to  them.  One  uf  the 
most  powerful  of  the  Arabian  tribes  sprang  from  Ish- 
roael,  and  from  him  were  called  Ishmaelites.  They 
bave  ever  been  a  raviii|>:  people  of  the  desert,  plun- 
dering individuals  and  tribes  whenever  opportunity 
has  oBered,  and  frequently  attacked  also  by  their 
neighbours,  who  have  considered  them  no  better  than 
robbers.' 

[A.M.  210G.]     The  erroneous  impression  of  Abram, 
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ia  regard  to  Ishmaot's  being  ibc  promisi^d  seed.'-w^!!  ' 
not  corrected  unlil  aboutttvelvc  years  after  bis  birth  ; 
when  the  Almighty  vouchaafed  another  nmnifeslBtioll 
of  liimxelf,  the  ci  ream  stances  or  which  were  again 
particularly  re  murk  able.  He  is  given  to  understand 
that  Sarah,  though  now  arrived  at  the  ninellelh  j'ear 
of  her  age,  shun  nevertheless  still  conceive  a  son,  at 
about  that  same  season  In  the  next  year ;  and  Abram 
is  direi;ted  to  call  this  child  Isaac,  because  he  laOf  bed 
in  himself,  not  through  unbelief,  but  with  joj  and 
amazement  at  the  promise,  which  be  implicitly  be- 
lieved. He  is  further  directed  to  change  his  name, 
in  token  of  the  accomplishment  of  this  promise,  from 
Abram  to  Abraham,  and  that  of  Sarai  to  Sarab.'  And 
God  at  the  snme  time  institutes  the  rite  of  cironm- 
cision,  which  he  commands  Abraham  to  carry  into 
effect  with  every  male  of  bis  household,  declaring  thai 
those  who  should  not  be  circumcised  should  be  cut 
off  from  his  people.    This  rite  c 
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iBteniled  as  God's  seal  to  Ibe  rigbteousDcss  of  Abra- 
ham's faith  :  and  iilcewise  as  a  Turlher  token  and 
pledge  of  Ilie  assured  fulfitmciil  of  llie  entire  of  God'a 
covenant  promises  in  their  dne  season. 

A  few  months  after  this,  another  and  a  greater  cala> 
mitj  overtook  Lot.  which  tenniaatcs  his  history,  so 
far  as  he  is  personally  introdaeed.  Sodoni  or  Go- 
morrah were  not  warned  by  the  recent  chaBtisement 
Uiey  had  received  from  Chedorlaamcr.  The  inha- 
bilanls  of  tliose  and  of  Ibe  neighbouring  cities  are 
described,  as  having  became  already  "  wicked  and 
sinners  before  the  Lord  exceedingly  ;''andbavingthiu 
filled  Dp  the  measure  of  f^r  iniquity,  God  now  pro- 
ueetls  to  inflict  opon  them  a  signal  punisbment.  He 
first  bowever,  in  great  compassion  to  Abram  and 
Lot,  sent  his  angels  to  deliver  the  latter  from  the  im- 
pending destractioD ;  who  wax  also  directed  tu  go 
and  warn  all  of  bis  kindred,  that  the  Lord  was  about 
to  overthrow  the  city.  Bui  even  the  married  sons 
and  daughters  of  Lot  had  become  so  Infected  witb 
Ibe  prevailing  worldliness,  that  they  treated  the  an- 
oouncement  as  a  mockery  ;  and  Lot  with  his  wife 
and  two  single  dangbters  only  were  on  iho  following 
morning  led  forlh  by  the  angets  from  Sodom,  and 
charged  to  flee  to  the  neighbouring  mountaia  withont 
looking  back.  The  sunrise  of  that  day  is  recorded  ; 
Ibeguilty  inhabitants  of  the  cilics  of  the  plain  were 
in  motion,  and  going  forth  to  their  usual  labour,  re- 
gardless of  their  Creator,  and  without  suspicion  of 
the  awful  catastrophe  at  hand  ;  when  suddenly  the 
heavens  were  overca.'it,  a  torrent  of  fire  and  hrlra- 
ilone  was  rained  down  upon  them,  and  before  Ihat 
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SDH  declined  the  busy  bum  of  lire  was  changed  into 

the  anl'ul  sliltneasor  the  dcserl.' 

The  wife  of  Lot  disobeyed  iheiDJunctions  of  the 
ang'el,  and  met  with  the  same  fate  as  his  married 
ehildreD.  Lot  was  likewisestrippcd  bythis  visitation 
of  all  his  possessions  in  cattle;  and  we  know  Dothiag 
of  biro  subsequently,  e^ccept  that  he  retired  to  a  cave 
with  his  two  daughters,  by  whom,  through  a  device 
of  theiTs,  which  savoured  greatly  ofthe  principles  of 
Sodom,  he  had  two  sons,  Moab  and  Ammon.  These 
afterwards  proved  malignant  enemies  of  Abraham's 

[a.m.  2108  TO  2138.]  At  length  the  time  of  pro- 
mise came  round,  and,  according  to  the  word  of 
God,  Sarab  presented  Abraham  with  a  son,  when 
he  was  now  about  a  hundred  years  old.  But  when 
Isaac,  the  child  in  question,  had  attained  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  there  followed  the  severest  trial  to 
the  faith   of  Abraham  ; — perhaps  the  most  severe 
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enr  CKpericnotiil  by  any  fallen  human  bcioK-  GdiI 
dlrecled  him  lo  lake  this,  tiin  only  hod,  and  (O  offrr 
fain  up  as  a  barnt-oflering  npon  Mount  Moriali. 
wiiioh  was  about  Ibree  days'  joamey  from  wlitrc  he 
was  resident.  Painrul  must  have  been  the  con- 
Diet  in  the  mind  of  Abraham.  The  special  promise 
af  God  bad  been,  that  Ihrouf^h  the  line  of  liaac  « 
nmncTous  o&spriog  should  proceed;  and  especially 
tbftt  pre-eminent  Seed,  in  whom  all  nations  should  be 
blessed.  Hitherto  he  had  found  God  to  be  b'raciaus 
and  merciful,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth; 
bat  here  was  a  command  appareoily  cruel  iu  itself, 
and  directly  at  variance  with  the  promises  made  to 
biiD.  Bat  as  Abraham  staggered  not  at  the  natural 
cifcomstanoes,  which  were,  in  the  first  institncc,  in  the 
way  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  promise  that  he 
lilotiU  ba?e  a  child,  so  now  he  scrupled  not  impli- 
citly to  obey  the  direction  lu  olTer  that  child;  beiog 
«|i)ally  assured  that  God,  who  gave  him  this  son 
hy  miraclt:,  would  restore  him  also  by  a  miracle, 
cTcD  by  a  resurrection  from  the  dead.  (Heb.  xi.  19  ) 
In  this  persuasion  be  jourocyed  to  Mount  Moriab  ; 
and  we  hardly  know  which  most  to  admire,  the  calm 
confidence  of  the  father  in  the  goodness  and  power  of 
God,  notwilbslandin);  this  trying  demand  of  him ;  or 
the  pious  resignation  and  Glial  ohedience  of  the  sun, 
who  willingly  submitted  to  be  bound  and  laid  npon 
tbe  pil«-  -fusl  however  as  Abraham  was  about  to 
slay  Isaac,  he  was  prevenled  by  a  voice  from  hea- 
rcn;  and  directed  to  olTcr  as  a  substitute  a  ram, 
caught  in  the  same  moment  by  the  horns  in  au  ad- 
joining thicket.  Thus  was  shadowed  forth,  in  that 
early  period,  the  oH'ering  up  of  the  only  beloved  of 
itbK.Ffttber,— that  Seed  of  wliom  Isaac  was  the  ^.^i 


hat  in  tt^l 


IG  iHSTonr  of  the  j 

aod  earnest ;  and  a  promise  was  given  "  that  il 

moual  the  Lord  should  be  seen."  ' 

This  transaction,  more  than  any  other,  prooared 
for  Ahtaham  the  exalted  honour  to  be  called  "the 
father  ot  the  faithful;"  beiog  not  only  the  great 
head,  with  wbom  Ihe  ouvenaut  wilh  ihe  faithful  was 
made ;  hut  the  pattern  and  example  also  to  them  that 
believe,  who  are  called  upon  to  exhibit  a  faith  of  the 
same  nature,  or,  in  other  words,  "to  walk  in  tbe 
steps  of  tbe  failh  of  their  father  Abraham."  (Rom.  iv. 
12.)  On  this  occasion  also  tbe  Lord  gave  bis  testi- 
mony ;  "  Now  I  know  that  thou  fearest  God,  seeing 
thon  bast  not  withheld  tby  son,  thine  only  son,  from 
me." — Not  that  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts  needed 
any  proof  of  this ;  but  because  be  would  have  an  un- 
deniable testimony  of  it  set  before  his  church.  FoT 
what  God,  after  the  manner  of  scriptore,  is  said  to 
search,  or  inquire  into,  or  to  prove,  is  necessarily 
Itnowa  before  to  him ;  and  the  intjuiry  or  proof  is 
consequently  intended  for  the  instruction  and  satis- 
faction either  of  the  parties  themselves,  or  of  his 
people  in  general. 

[a.m.  2145  TO  2 183.]  After  the  above  striking  event 
in  the  life  of  Abraham,  there  is  nothing  of  particular 
interest  iu  his  remaining  history.  One  of  bis  Inst  acts 
was  to  procure  a  wife  for  his  son  Isaac  from  among  hi< 
own  kindred,  dreading  Ihe  polluted  morals  of  the 
people  among  whom  he  dwelt.     By  a  remarkable  pro- 
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Tidenee,  ElieKor,  tbe  servant  of  Abralinm.  whom  he 
enlraated  nilb  this  commission,  wrs  led  lo  thr  house 
of  Abraham's  brother  Nahor,  and  broughl  back  from 
thence  his  ilaugbter  Rcbckah,  to  whom  Isaac  was 
anited,  when  be  was  now  forty  jears  of  a);e.  Ahra- 
ham  next,  in  order  to  prevent  dispolea  after  his  de- 
cease,  portioned  all  his  children  b;  his  second  wife, 
(for  Sarah  had  died  soon  after  Isaac's  birth,)  and 
sent  them  away  to  distant  places  durint;  bis  life- 
time: and  having  thus  settled  his  affiiirs,  he  died  at 
tlie  age  of  175  years,  and  was  bnried  with  Saiah  in 
a  cave  at  Macbpelah  before  Mamre. 

Thus  terminates  the  history  uf  this  truly  great  man, 
who,  through  the  wonderful  simplicity  and  strength  of 
his  faitb, has  acquired  a  more  real  and  permanent  glory 
than  any  other  of  the  fallen  sons  of  Adatu.  We  have 
Ken  that,  ander  trials  of  a  most  severe  and  staggcr- 
iai(  character,  ho  nevertheless  so  entirely  confided  in 
the  truth  uf  God  that  be  never  faltered.  He  lived 
during  an  entire  century  in  a  land  which  was  pro- 
mised to  him,  as  well  as  to  his  ueii;  continuing 
tliroaghout  that  period  as  a  mere  pilgrim  or  Ucbmio 
in  it,  without  becoming  possessor  of  bo  much  terri- 
tory as  to  set  hia  foot  on,  excepting  the  small  spot 
parcbased  for  a  burial-place:  yet  looking  neverlhe- 
Jess  rtedfaatly  forward  to  the  city  that  shall  have 
foundations;  persuaded  that  the  God  who  promised 
cannot  lie,  and  will  hereafter  raise  him  up  to  fulfil 
onto  bim  and  to  hia  seed  all  that  be  has  coveniinled 
to  perform.  He  in  specially  praised  in  holy  writ  for 
"  keeping  the  charge  of  God;"  by  which  is  uodcr- 
Etood  tbe  commandments  and  appointed  worship 
and  rites  of  Jehovah  )  and  wheresoever  he  sojourned 
— wliether  in  the  region  of  Sichem,  in  the  lOoanUAa 
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by  Bethel,  the  plain  of  Mamre,  Ihe  country  of) 
or  the  well  of  Beers lieba,  lie  conalao  I  ty  erected  an 
altar  Tor  devotion,  and  there  called  upon  Ihe  name  of 
his  God.'  He  is  likewise  praised  for  enforeini^  upon 
his  children  and  dependants  the  anmc  worship  and 
ohedience  to  God  which  Ijc  practised  himself.  This 
is  mcnUoned  as  a  reason  why  God  would  make  of  him 
n  great  and  mighty  nation — "  For  1  know  him,  that  he 
will  command  bis  children  and  bis  boosehold  after 
bim,  and  the;  shall  keep  the  way  of  Ihe  Lorii,  to  do 
justice  and  judgment,  that  tbe  Lord  may  brin^  upon 
Abraham  that  which  he  hath  spoken : "  which  de- 
claration contains  in  it  therefore  the  elcraenta  of 
good  and  righteous  government;  an  intimation  of 
what  are  the  most  important  qualilicalions  of  rulers  ; 
and  also  of  the  character  uf  ibat  kingdom  which  tbe 
Lord  hereafter  purposes  to  establish  in  the  earth, 
when  all  nations  shall  be  blessed. 

ISAAC.-[a,M.  2 183  10  2245.]  Isaac  proved  lo  bf 
a  child  of  grace,  as  well  as  uf  promise  ;  and  lo  him 
tbe  Lord  frequently  manifested  himself,  and  renewed 
and  amplified  the  promisea  given  to  Abraham.  Tbe 
evidence  of  divine  grace  in  him  has  already  been 
seen,  in  bis  ready  subjection  to  the  will  of  Go<l  and 
of  bis  father  on  Mount  Moriah  :  but  the  scriptnrei 
likewise,  with  their  naual  impartiality,  faithfully  re- 
curd  the  failings  and  iafirmities  of  the  sainls;  and 
these  are  ofien  intimately  connected,  as  in  the  presont 
instanoe,  with  the  history  before  us> 

Isaac  bad  two  sons  by  Rebekah,  Esau  and  Jacob, 
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who  were  twins,  born  within  a  few  hours  of  each 
other,  Esaa  bein^  the  eldest.  God  however  had  at 
their  birth  expressly  declared  that  the  eldest  should 
serve  the  youngest ;  and  though  Isaac  knew  this,  yet 
throogh  that  admixture  of  prejudice,  which  often  is 
foand  to  alloy  the  faith  and  obedience  even  of  good 
men,  he  set  himself  to  prevent  or  frustrate  God's  ap- 
pointment. Esau  appears  to  have  been  the  favourite 
of  bis  father,  and  for  a  reason  not  very  credit- 
able to  the  spirituality  of  the  latter:  Isaac  loved 
venison,  and  Esau  being  a  skilful  hunter  frequently 
supplied  him  with  this  dainty.  Jacob,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  the  favourite  of  his  mother ;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  partialities  was,  in  the  end,  much 
strife  and  distress  in  the  family  of  Isaac. 

Jacob,  when  he  came  to  understand  the  prophecy 
going  before  upon  him,  was  impatient  to  see  the  will 
of  God  accomplished;  and  as  his  father  had  indi- 
cated no  intention  as  yet  of  diverting  the  birthright 
from  the  usual  course  of  primogeniture,  but  the  con- 
trary, he  took  advantage  of  Esau*s  coming  weary  into 
his  tent  from  bunting,  and  desiring  to  partake  of 
some  particular  food  which  he  was  preparing,  to  de- 
mand of  Esau,  in  consideration  thereof,  that  he 
should  sell  him  his  birthright :  certainly  a  most  un- 
brotherly  and  inhospitable  condition.  Esau  how- 
ever, being  profanely  indifferent  or  unbelieving  in 
regard  to  the  birthright,  made  it  over  to  Jacob.^ 

1  It  has  been  much  discussed,  in  what  consisted  the  birthright 
wliich  Esau  covenanted  to  sell.  The  following  passage  in  l  Chron. 
V.  1,  2,  evidently  relates  to  it;  but  even  with  this  light,  I  confess  the 
matter  is  obscure  to  my  own  mind.  **  Reuben  was  the  first-bom  j 
but  forasmuch  as  he  defiled  his  father's  bed,  his  birthright  was  given 
onto  the  sons  of  Joseph  the  son  of  Israel ;  and  the  genealog^y  is  not 
to  be  reckoned  after  the  birthright.  For  Judah  prevailed  axaon^  Y^ 
brethren,  and  of  him  the  chief  ruler;   but   the   birthngVvt  ni:%& 
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An  importaat  eDdowmeat,  enjoyed  by  all  the  early 
patriarcbs,  must  here  be  noticed,  viz.  the  gift  gf  pro* 
phecf  ;  nliicli  gift  was  specially  exercised  in  their 
(ioal  blessings.  Isaac  therefore,  fioding  himself  be- 
comiog  now  nearly  blind  from  age,  and  supposing  his 
end  to  be  approaching,  resolved  wiihout  further  delay 
to  confer  the  blessing  npon  Esau,  which  would  en- 
title bim  to  all  the  rights  and  aapcriority  of  prim' 
genilureahip  ;  and  thus  to  settle  bis  family  alfairs. 
He  determined  however  lo  have  a  feast  of  venison 
the  occasion,  and  therefore  directed  Esau  to  go  and 
procure  some,  and  to  make  savoury  meat  of  it ;  de- 
claring that  after  he  had  partaken  of  it  he  would 
bless  him. 

Rebekah  overheard  the  direction  of  Isaac  lo  Es 
and  forgetting  that  God  can  accomplish  bis  will 
wben  he  sees  proper,  ootwithstandiag  any  seeming 
extremities  to  which  he  may  be  reduced,  she  never- 
theless hastened  at  this  crisis  to  seize  the  promise, 
by  an  artiRce  equally  blameable  as  her  husband'* 
neglect.  She  directed  Jacob  immediately  to  fclcb 
her  two  kids,  the  Oesh  of  which  she  so  prepared  as  to 
imitate  the  expected  venison;  and  covering  Jacob's 
neck  and  arms  niih  the  skins  of  the  kids,  that  he 
might'feel  like  his  brother,  who  was  a  hairy  tn 
she  sent  bim  into  Isaac  with  the  savoury  meal,  din 
ing  him  to  feign  himself  Esau.  Isaac  was  startled 
by  the  voice,  and  surprized  at  the  speedy  retarn 
the  supposed  Esau;  which  Jacob  accounted  for  by 
fulschoud  and  hypocrisy,  declaring  that  the  animal 
was  brooght  lo  him  by  a  special  providence  of  God ; 
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'hich  Isaac,  imposed  upon  by  tlio  bairy  cover- 
and  the  repented  proteatalions  of  Jncob,  eat  of  his 
■neat,  atid  afterwards  blessed  him,  prophetically  con- 
firmiDg-  the  early  prediction,  that  he  sliould  be  lord 
orer  his  brethren,  and  that  his  mother's  sons  should 
bow  down  to  him.  Upon  Eaau'a  return  the  fraud  was 
of  course  discovered.  Isaac  trembled  exceediogly, 
when  he  perceived  how  God  bad  overruled  him :  it 
iru  coritrary  to  bis  fond  wishes  uad  intentions ;  but 
he  knew  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  uttered  the 
blessing  hy  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  reversed. 

Tbe  consequence  of  Esau's  being  thus  overreached 
was  a  vehement  hatred  conceived  by  him  a);ainst 
his  brothers  and  he  not  only  resolved,  as  soon  as  his 
father  shoald  die,  to  kill  him,  but  openly  spake  of 
intention  before  others,  who  reported  it  to  Re- 
Fertile  in  invention,  she  has  an  expedient 
lediately  at  band.  Esau  had  disobeyed  the 
wishes  of  his  parents  by  marrying  two  wives, 
daughters  of  the  Canaanites,  against  which  step 
Abraham  had  so  strictly  charged  Isaac.'  Rachel 
rails  herself  of  this  circamstance,  as  a  pretence  for 
ing  Jacob  away,  hoping  that  in  the  meanwhile 
brother's  anger  may  abate..  She  declares  to 
lao  how  weary  she  is  of  the  conduct  of  Esau's 
and  how  distressed  she  should  be  If  Jacob 
0  imitate  his  brotber's  example;  and  Isaac, 
lODrring  with  her,  sends  Jacob  at  once  to  Padan 
get  a  wife  among  his  relatives. 
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The  oon.sequences  of  Ihe  events  just  related,  in  the 
way  of  ohaslisemenl,  are  instractivo.  Had  Ixaao 
simply  followed  Ibe  voice  of  God  respecting:  ]>is  sons, 
the  expcetalions  of  Esau  would  not  have  been  iindolj 
excited,  and  Isaac  wonld  have  been  spared  wilnessing 
the  dissension  which  hia  own  conduct  was  the  meani 
of  inirodncing  into  liis  family,  Rcbckah,  in  coase- 
qnencc  of  the  part  she  acted  in  this  matter,  aaffered 
great  anxiety  and  alarm  on  account  of  Jacob,  tkroufh 
fear  of  violeoce  from  his  brother ;  and  after  she  had 
contrived  for  him  what  she  intended  should  be  only  a 
temporary  refuge,  she  never  was  permitted  to  see 
this  her  favourite  son  Eigain  ;  for  she  died  during  hil 
long  absence.  And  as  for  Jacob,  he  bad  to  quit  bia 
father's  house  more  in  the  character  of  an  exile  than 
a  son,  being  likewise  in  fear  for  hia  life;  and  be 
suffered  a  bondage  of  twenty  years  duration,  of  which 
he  himself  declares,  that  during  it  Ihe  drought  con- 
sumed him  by  day  and  the  frost  by  night,  and  sleep 
departed  from  bis  eyes. 

JACOB,— [a.m. 2245.]  Departing  from  Becrsheba 
for  Haran,  Jacob  slept  on  the  Grst  night  in  the  open 
Geld,  having  the  skies  fur  hia  canopy  and  the  stones 
of  the  place  for  his  gillow.  Here,  in  the  visions  of 
the  night,  God  manifested  himself  to  him,  renewed 
and  conhrmed  with  him  the  covenant  made  with 
Abraham  and  Isaac,  and  gave  him  promise  of  pro- 
tection and  safe  return.  It  is  worthy  of  special 
notice,  in  the  renewal  of  Ibis  covenant,  that  God 
makes  piumiae,  with  regard  to  the  Seed,  in  almost 
the  same  terms  that  he  did  to  his  grandfather  Abra- 
ham :  "  in  lliee,  and  in  (Ay  seed,  shall  all  the  families 
o/  Ihe  earth  be  bltutd."    The  seed  appeared,  Id  tll» 


fast  inslance,  to  be  Isnttc,  who  was  Ilic  falbct  or  Jacob 
aod  tbe  child  promised  lo  Abraham  ;  but  bi 
later   generation,   tbc   promise   is   still    suspended; 
shewing  tbat  Isaae  was  but  an  earnest  and  lypi 
that  Seed,  throngb  whom  the  great  blessing  wns  u 
matetj-  to  be  accomplished.     Jacob   was  filled  wilb 
swe  at  tbe  vision,  and  setting;  up  the  stone  which 
had  been  his  pillow,  as  a  memorial  and  an  altar  to 
God,  he  poured  oil  apoti  it,  and  vowed  lo  dedicate 
unto  God  tbe  tenth  of  whatsoever  he  sbould  bless  hint 
with.     This  fact  shows  the  early  use  of  oil  for  re 
gioua   parposes;   whilst  the   circumstance  of  Jacob 
beiog  provided  with  it  in  his  llighi,  looks  as  if  babils 
of  piety  were  already  fixed  in  liim.' 

Od  the  arrival  of  Jacob  at  Haran  he  was  cordially 
welcomed  by  his  mother's  brother,  Laban,  a  subtle 
and  covetous  person,  who,  perceiving  that  Jacob  wai 
a  skilful  shepherd,  proposed  at  the  month's  end  lo 
give  him  regular  wages  for  his  hire;  but  Jacob,  having 
become  enamoured  of  Laban's  daughter,  Rachel,  en- 
gaged to  serve  seven  years,  on  condition  of  having  her 
for  his  wife  at  the  end  of  it.  Tbo  time  bein^!  expired, 
Jacob  demanded  Rachel,  in  nbicb  demand  her  father 
seemingly  acquiesced,  and  the  customary  festivities 
were  prepared ;  but  in  the  evening  of  the  wedding-day 
the  crafty  Laban  subsliluteil  Leah,  his  elder  daugh- 
ter, in  the  place  of  Rachel.    The  fraud  was  not  dfs- 
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covered  QDlil  the  oiorrow  ;  when  Jacob,  who  bad  so 
recently  overreached  a  brother,  mast  bave  felt  little 
entitled  to  complaio,  ddw  that  he  was  imposed  apon 
himseir.  Laban  alleged  that  it  was  contrary  lo  the 
custom  of  the  Syriana  to  give  the  younger  in  mar- 
riage before  the  elder;  but  promised,  that  if  Jacob 
woDid  fulfil  the  uaual  week  of  ceremonial  and  festi- 
vity for  Leah,  be  would  at  the  expiration  of  it  give 
him  Rachel  likewise;  conditionally  however,  that 
he  afterwards  served  bira  another  seven  years.  To 
tbis  Jacob  coDScDled,  and  at  the  end  of  another  week 
was  the  husband  of  two  wives,  being  the  lirst  of  ibe 
pious  patriarchs  who  practised  polygamy;  and  be,  it 
would  appear,  ouly  in  consequence  of  the  trick  that 
had  been  practised  upon  him. 

[a.M.  3259.]  At  the  end  of  the  fourteen  year*, 
Laban  was  still  anwltling  to  part  with  the  services 
of  bis  nephew;  bis  Hocks  having  in  the  meanwhile 
prodigiously  increased.  Jacob  however  was  now  be- 
gioning  to  be  surrounded  with  children,  and  therefore 
provide  for  bis  own  family  ;  but  he  never^ 
tbetess  engaged  to  continue  his  services,  on  condition 
that  tbenceforward  a  certain  portion  of  the  young  of 
the  cattle  should  he  his.  God  now  manifestly  blessed 
the  portion  of  Jacob;  and  though  Lnbun  from  time  to 
arbitrarily  and  aojusily  altered  ihe  agreement, 
God  nevertheless  as  repeatedly  frustrated  his  purpose, 
until  the  chief  portion  of  ibe  cattle  were  at  length  tlic 
property  of  Jacob.  The  jealousy  and  envy  of  Laban 
and  his  sons  toward  Jacob  were  greatly  excited  by 
these  circumstances,  and  their  whole  conduct  and 
countenance  were  now  altered;  perceiving  which, 
and  heing  warned  of  God,  Jacob  resolved  at  length 
to  return  to  BeersUeba  ;  having  the  conourienue  a 
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of  bis  wives,  who  likewise  complained  of  the  grasp- 
ing character  of  their  father  in  regard  to  their  own 
dowry,  of  which  he  bad  deprived  them. 

[a.m.2265.]  Jacob  departed  clandestinely,  (choos- 
ing the  opportunity  when  Laban  was  engaged  in 
sheep-shearing,)  and  had  got  three  days  in  advance, 
together  with  his  wives,  children  and  cattle,  when 
Laban  discovered  that  he  had  fled,  and  in  great 
wrath  pursued  after  him  with  the  men  of  his  house- 
hold. He  overtook  him  on  the  seventh  day  in  Mount 
Gilead ;  but  being  warned  of  God,  he  entered  into  a 
covenant  of  peace  with  him,  and  returned. 

But  another  and  a  greater  cause  for  disquietude 
now  presented  itself  to  Jacob.  He  was  informed 
that  his  brother  £sau,  to  avoid  whose  murderous  in- 
tentions he  had  fled  twenty  years  before,  had  learned 
the  news  of  his  approach,  and  was  coming  against 
him  with  a  troop  of  400  men.  Jacob  divided  his 
company  and  flocks  into  two  bands,  and  strictly 
charged  them,  that  if  the  one  should  be  attacked,  the 
other  should  endeavour  to  make  its  escape.  He 
next  sent  forward  a  considerable  present,  for  the 
purpose  of  appeasing  Esau,  consisting  of  580  head 
of  cattle, — camels,  kine,  asses,  sheep  and  goats, — 
each  in  a  separate  drove,  with  an  interval  between, 
that  they  might  meet  Esau  successively ;  and  the 
drivers  were  instructed  to  inform  him,  when  he  in- 
quired whose  they  were,  that  they  were  a  present  to 
**  his  lord  Esau  from  his  servant  Jacob ; " — thus  indi- 
cating, that  however  he  might  have  been  declared 
prophetically  to  be  lord  over  Esau,  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  asserting  such  a  lordship  by  carnal  weapons 
or  by  physical  force.  On  moving  forward  himself, 
he  farther  disposed  of  his  wives  and  chUdTen  Va  ^vl- 
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ferent  troops,  putting  Ihe  handmaids  of  Bacliel  and 
Leah,  aDd  the  children  which  be  had  by  Ihera,  in 
Ibe  two  grs(  division.i ;  Leah  and  her  children  id  Ihe 
third;  and  Rachel  with  her  son  Joseph  in  the  last: 
so  that  in  proportiuo  as  ibey  were  most  valued  and 
beloved,  Ihcj  might  have  the  greater  likelihood  of 
uarnlog  oranj  hostile  Intention  on  the  part  of  Esan, 
and  conaequenll;  a  better  opportunity  of  escape. 

But  though  Jacob  deemed  it  proper  thus  to  exer- 
cise  the  discretion  which  God  had  given  him,  he  bad 
nevertheless  learned  bow  entirely  he  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord,  and  Ihal  Ibe  safety  of  bis  family  depended 
upon  his  favour.  He  therefore  turns  to  God  with 
earnest  prayer;  and  another  vision  of  an  extraor- 
dinary character  is  mercifully  granlcd  to  bim.  Al- 
ready bad  a  company  of  angels  met  him  in  the 
way:  but  we  are  not  informed  of  the  special  ob- 
ject of  their  manireslation  to  hjm  :  but  on  this  night, 
when  he  was  left  alone,  there  appeared  to  him  one 
in  human  form,  with  whom  be  had  mighty  spi- 
ritual wrestlings  until  break  of  day,  when  he  pre- 
vailed with  him.  This  celestial  personage  however 
took  onre  to  let  him  know,  that  ho  had  In  reality  no 
power  at  all  to  prevail,  unless  it  were  given  to  him 
from  above;  for  in  order  to  afford  Jacob  a  specimen 
of  hill  might,  before  he  yielded  to  him  he  touched 
with  his  hand  the  hollow  of  Jacob's  ibigh,  and  imme- 
diately it  shrank, and  be  balled  or  limped  in  bis  gatt. 
The  memorial  of  this  remarkable  transaction  has  ever 
■incc  been  kept  up  aoiong  hi.«  desccailants  ;  in  that 
no  Jew  eats  of  the  sinew  in  Ihe  hollow  of  the  thigh  of 
any  animal.  On  this  occasion  also  his  name  was 
changed  ;  or  rather  the  snrnameof /^rnt^  was  given  to 
JtMD,  beotaae  "  as  a  prince  he  had  power  with  Oi 


and  pTevnilei],"  which  the  name  signiQea ;  and  after 
Ihig  pefiiid  he  is  more  frequentlj'  referred  to  as  llie 
ancestor  of  the  Lord's  people  than  AbrHlianii  Riid  tli(.> 
nation  is  ofion  coUectiTely  called  after  him  '*  Israel " 
and  "  Jacob." 

Tbe  inquirjr  is  here  suggested.  Who  was  the  person 
who  so  frequently  appeared  in  human  or  angelii;  form 
to  the  patriarchs,  and  who  assumes  the  prerogative 
of  deity !  We  are  e:ipressly  iiiforaied.iri  divini?  writ, 
that  no  man  hath  at  any  time  seen  the  Father.  (John 
i.  18.)  It  mast  IhcreTore  have  been  a  manifeslation 
of  some  other  person  of  the  Trinity;  and  the  testimony 
of  the  earliest  Hebrew  paraphrasts  and  commentators 
is  unanimous  as  to  its  being  the  Word,  or  Aoyai,  who 
thus,  previous  to  bis  incarnation,  is  concerned  for  the 
children  of  men  and  especially  for  his  church.  The 
Targum  of  Onkelos  says  on  Ex.  xiv,  22,  "  It  is  the 
WoBDon  whom  Israel  believed,  as  well  as  in  Moses;" 
on  Ex.  XV,  2,  "It  is  the  Word  that  redeemed  Israel 
out  of  Egypt;"  and  on  Ex.  xxx.  6,  "It  is  the  Word 
whose  presence  is  promised  in  the  tabernacle."  On 
Numb.  xiv.  9,  and  xx.  21,  it  declares,  "It  is  the 
Word  whom  Moacs  exhorts  the  people  not  to  rebel 
against."  On  Ueut.  v.  5,  it  declares  that  Moses  was 
mediator  between  tbe  Woud  and  hia  people ;  and  on 
Deut.  xxxiii.  27,  that  the  Word  created  the  world, 
Tbe  Jerusalem  Tarpum  says,  "The  Word  of  the 
Lord  hath  appeared  on  three  remarkable  occasions  : 
first,  at  the  creation  of  the  world  ;  secondly,  to  Abra- 
ham ;  thirdly,  at  Israel's  departure  out  of  Egypt; 
and  a  fourth  time  he  shall  appear  at  tbe  coming  of 
Mesaiah."  "  Tbe  Word  lalks  with  Moses  in  llie  taber- 
nacle and  I  he  people  worship  him,"  (Es.xsxiii.  9,  J 1.) 
'•  Tbe  Word  shall  judge  the  people."  (Deal,  xxxii. 


36.)  "The  Word  sajs  of  himsePf,  that  he  was,  and 
is,  and  is  to  come."  (Deut.  y.  32. 39.)  The  Targum  of 
Uziel,  supposed  to  be  written  cluriag  the  captivity  at 
Babylon,  says,  "The  Word  went  down  with  Jacob 
into  Egypt."  (Gen.  xlvi.  1,4.)  "  The  Word  aita  on 
a  hi^h  throne,  and  hears  the  prayers  of  his  people." 
Deul.  iv.  7.>    (See  HirschGeld's  Strictures,  p.  78,  &m.) 

To  return  however  lo  the  history  of  Jacob,  the 
next  morning  he  moved  onward  Lirnself,  and  pre- 
senlty  came  in  sight  of  his  brother.  Ho  approached 
Esau  with  the  lowliness  of  eastern  homage,  bowing, 
or  ratherprostra ting  himself,  repeatedly  to  the  ground. 
And  now  it  is  apparent  that  his  prayer  had  prevailed; 
for  the  Lord  so  wrought  upoij  the  natural  affectiun  of 
Esau,  that  he,  who  came  forth  with  a  litlle  army  appa- 
rently to  smite,  runs  iustead  and  falls  upon  the  neck 
of  his  brother  and  kisses  him  and  weeps.  A  tone  of 
habitual  piely  is  obacrvable  in  Jacob's  discourse  with 
Esau  on  this  occasion,  well  calculated  to  edify  the 
latter.  Does  Esau  inquire  after  the  little  odcs? — 
"  They  are  the  cbJIdreo  which  God  hath  graciously 
given  thy  servant."  Or  is  it  the  cattle  ?~Jauob  as- 
cribes his  ability  to  make  so  muoiflcent  a  present  to 
Esau,  "  because  God  had  dealt  graciously  with  him." 
Directly  and  indirectly  the  Lord  is  now  acknowledged 
in  at!  his  ways,  and  that  faithful  covenant  God  mer- 
cifnlly  directs  his  paths. 

Various  circumstances  however  evince  that  Jacob, 
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notwithstaadiDg  this  reconciliation,  regarded  his  bro- 
Iher  with  uneaHliieBs.  The  scceptaocc  of  a  present 
was,  aad  oonlinaes  to  be  with  the  oaslern  nations,  the 
pledge  of  aniitj'  aod  prolectioa  :  a  present  refused  or 
left  iD  abeyance  belrajs  a  lurking  feeling  of  liosiilily. 
Esau  at  first  declined  tlie  ofl'ering  of  Jacob.  Tbe 
reason  which  be  assigned  fur  so  doing  was  probably 
Ibc  real  one,  viz.  that  be  had  enough  ;  but  Jacob. 
as  if  doubtful  how  long  Ibis  Itlndiy  disposition  may 
coDlinue,  urges  tbe  present  upon  Esau,  who  at  length 
accepts  ii.  Esau  tben  proposes  that  they  shall  retam 
together ;  but  Jacob  pleads  that  tbe  children  and  the 
young  cattle  would  not  be  able  lo  keep  up  with  Ibem. 
And  when  Esan  next  offers  to  leave  some  of  his  men 
with  Jacob,  the  ambiguous  answer  is,  "  What  needeth 
it? — Let  me  find  grace  in  tbe  sight  of  my  Lord."  Esau 
then  returned  to  Scir;  but  Jacob,  instead  of  follow- 
ing thither,  sojourned  for  some  lime  at  a  place  which 
he  called  SuccofA,-  and  linally  took  up  his  abode  at 
Shalem,  in  tbe  region  of  Sbecheni,  where  he  like- 
wise booght  a  small  piece  of  land  of  the  children  of 
Hamor,  and  erected  an  altar  to  God. 

Whilst  sojourning  near  Shechem,  an  event  occurred 
wbicb  threatened  consequences  more  disastrous  to 
Jacob  and  hLs  family,  than  those  which  he  had  ap- 
prehended from  Esau.  It  originated  in  a  culpable 
indiscretion  of  Jacob,  who  permitted  bis  only  daugh- 
ter, Dinab,  to  go  unprotected  to  visit  the  females  of 
that  region.  Even  in  a  worldly  point  of  view  the  step 
was  imprndent,  because  he  had  sufficient  reason  to 
know  that  the  manners  of  the  Canaanlles  were  in 
general  corrupt  and  dissolute;  but  it  was  especially 
reprehensible  in  Jacob,  as  a  worshipper  of  God,  to 
allow  his  child  (however  desirous  herself  to  see  tbe 
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world,  or  flallered  by  the  atteiilioa  of  its  i 
bilants)  lo  cultivate  intimacies  with  those  who  were 
not  under  the  influence  of  godliness.  Tlie  reiull 
Shecbem,  Ihc  son  of  Hamor,  wlio  was  prince 
of  the  couDlry,  availed  himself  of  the  opportaoltj, 
and  without  any  scruple  violated  her  chastilj.  It  is 
wotlhj  of  remark  liketviae.  that  the  person,  guilty  of 
this  flagrant  breech  of  morality  and  of  the  rites  of 
hospitality,  is  described  as  more  kavorrtble  than  all 
the  house  of  his  father;  vhich  only  more  clearly 
3  how  little  dependance  is  to  be  placed  upop 
the  principles  of  a  libertine;  and  that  whal  the  world 
calls  Aonof  is  utterly  insufficient  to  preserve  its  pos- 
sessor from  a  breach  of  the  laws  either  of  God  or 
man,  when  a  suitable  temptation  presents  itself. 

The  prince  however  was  seized  with  an  ardent 
aflection  for  Dinah,  and  urged  his  father  to  pro- 
r  for  him  in  marriage.  The  sons  of  Jacob 
took  the  management  of  this  aOair  into  their  owa 
hands.  They  were  greatly  exasperated ;  though  their 
anger  appears  to  have  been  more  on  account  of  the 
disgrace  which  attached  to  the  lamily  of  Israel,  than 
for  the  dishonour  done  to  God  ;  but  dissembling  their 
resealment,  iu  the  hope  of  finding  an  opportunity  for 
revenge,  they  listened  to  the  overture;  alleging,  how- 
r,  at  the  same  time,  that  ihey  could  nol  intermarry 
with  them,  unless  alt  the  males  should  first  be  circntn- 
cised  as  they  were.  Ffanior  and  his  son  possessed 
sufficient  inlluence  and  address  to  prevail  on  their 
people  imuiciliately  to  comply  with  this  preliminary; 
alluring  them  with  the  expectation,  that  by  a  morfl 
general  intermarrying  with  Jacob's  family,  their  larg« 
possessions  In  cattle  would  speedily  become  their  OWD. 
On  llie  third  day  however,  when  the  ioflammatioii 
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iriiiag  from  the  operation  wa»  at  its  height,  and  the 
men  were  all  Id  a  measure  laid  ap,  Simeon  and  I>vj, 
hrothenot  Dinah  by  the  same  mut her,  fell  upon  thcoi 
h  the  sWEird,  slew  Hamor  and  Shechem  anil  all  tbs 
bitants,  and  took  away  Jlinah,  who  had  been  im-  I 
eriy  detained,' 

M>b  was  greatlf  alarmed  at  this  regal!.  He  pet-  i 
1  tbat  it  mast  quickly  become  known  to 
other  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  (among  whom  the;  wen  4 
bat  aa  a  bandfnl,)  and  that  these  would  in  all  probft- 
bilitf  immediately  combine  fur  their  destructloo.  Bat 
the  Lord  was  still  with  Jacob,  and  directed  him  im- 
mediately to  return  to  Bethel,  and  at  the  same  lime 
he  struck  the  ueigbbonring  inhabitanla  with  panic, M 
lliat  not  one  dared  parsue.' 

It  is  remarkable,  as  affording  a  striking  proof  of  the 
proneness-of  the  human  heart  to  aposlacy  from  God, 
that  even  Israel  bad  to  call  upon  his  family  on  his 
departure  to  put  sway  their  strange  Riods,  In  order 
Ihat  theymight  ensure  the  blessing  of  the  Lord.  Ra- 
chel, when  she  quilted  Padan  Aram,  had  stolen  her 
fnlher'a  Terapfaim,andhad  probably  continued  to  use 


them;  for  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  those,  who 
were  professedly  worshippers  of  the  irneGod,  to  min- 
gle with  that  worship  certain  of  the  idolatries  and 
saperstitions  of  the  heathen  round  abooi  them.'  This 
appears  to  have  lieen  the  case  with  Laban,  Racb«l, 
and  probably  Leah,  and  now  natarally  enough,  after 
this  parental  example,  with  their  offspring.  They 
are  likewise  said  to  have  surrendered  their  earringt 
to  Jacob  on  this  occasion,  which  were  therefore  worn 
for  some  supcrstititious  purpose — perhaps  as  amulets 
or  charms. 

Soon  after  this  event  Jacob  lost  his  beloved  Ra- 
chel,  in  giving  birth  to  a  second  child;  after  which 
bis  family  consisted  of  twelve  sons,  besides  the 
daughter  who  has  just  been  named.  These  were  tbe 
patriarchs  or  progenitors  of  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel,  and  are  as  follow:  by  bis  wife  Leah  he  had 
Reuben  bis  first  born,  Simeon,  Levi.  Judah,  Issachar, 
andZebulon;  by  Racbael,  Joseph  and  Benjamin;  by 
Bilhah,  Racbael's  handmaid,  Dan  and  Nnphtali;  and 
by  Zilpab,  Leah's  handmaid,  whom  she  also  gave  to 
her  husband.  Gad  and  Asher.  Leah  was  the  despised 
one;  but  not  only  had  she  by  far  the  most  numerous 
progeny,  wbieh  was  in  those  days  considered  a  gloij 
to  the  woman  ;  but  Judah  also  sprang  from  her,  the 
great  ancestor  of  tbe  Messiah  and  of  the  Jews. 

Jacob  again  removed  to  Mamre,  where  his  father 
still  dwelt,  whom  he  had  the  satisfBctiuii  of  once 
mote  seeing,  and  continued  with  liim  till  the  death 
of  Isaac,  which  took  place  in  [be  IBUIh  year  of  bis 

I  MT»,  th»t  the  Temphim  were  nBdr  o(   parlicolM 
Icaied  to  pBrUculMplanela.  Tliey  WEtechirayraedlor 


iTRIARCIls. 
EdUQ  aDd  Jacob  were  both  present  at  lii« 
barial ;  after  which  tliej  became  entirely  separHlcd, 
aad  their  descendants  most  commonly  at  enmity. 
Jacob  however  appears  at  this  time  to  have  been  ac- 
knowledged aa  the  soccessor  of  Isaac ;  and  Eaat/ 
nilbdrew  to  Mount  Scir  aod  dwelt  there. 

JOSEPH.— [a.m.  2276.]  The  current  of  the  his- 
torj'  now  carries  as  to  the  notice  of  Joseph ;  to  the 
snteenth  year  of  whose  age  wc  must  frrat  return. 
i.t  this  period  be  was  a  youth  of  evident  piety,  and 
rjwl  the  special  regard  and  affection  of  his  fa* 
■;  but  Ibis  partiality  provoked  at  the  same  time 
ralouay  of  his  brethren;'  which  other  circum- 
I  tended  to  Rg^ravale  and  iollatue.  For  Jo- 
wpb  had  been  sent  under  the  care  of  four  of  his 
brethren,  the  sons  of  Bilhah  and  Zilpah,  to  feed  his 
fubet's  Hock  ;  and  be  liad  reported  to  his  father  their 
evil  condaot  when  removed  from  observation.  Uo 
was  ia  bis  turn  also  a  prophet,  and  had  vouuhsafed 
to  him  TarioQB  divine  revelations,  in  dreams  and 
•islona  of  the  nij^ht ;  in  which  were  set  forth  his  own 
future  greatness,  and  the  subjection  to  bim  of  his 
brethren.  And,  thirdly,  instead  of  being  habited  in 
the  ordinary  pa.storal  dress  of  his  brethren,  Jacob 
had  ciolhed  him  in  a  garment  "of  many  colours," 
(supposed  to  have  been  of  variegated  embroidery,) 
such  as  was  worn  only  by  princes. 
Ad  opportuJiity  soon  presented  itself,  whieb  he- 
acriptarea  ror  this  partlBllEy  is  thai 
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trayet)  lliat  the  spirit  of  envy  is  of  liim  who 
murdeftr  from  the  beginning."  Joseph's  brethren 
wtiB  sent  away  to  Sbechem,  where  it  appears  thai 
Jacob  bad  ventnred  to  re-occopy  the  former  pastures. 
Joseph  was  afterwards  dispatched  to  ioqiiire  after 
them  1  and  lindiag  tliem  removed  to  Dothan,  he  pro- 
ceeded  thither ;  when  his  brethren,  perceiviDg  his  ap- 
proach, determined  lo  destroy  him.  There  was  an 
exception  to  this  murderous inleotion:  Reuben  medi- 
tated his  deliverance,  bol  deemed  it  needful  lo  dis- 
semble ;  and  he  proposed  therefore  that  they  sbould 
not  Ihemselves  imbrue  their  hands  in  his  blood,  bal 
cast  him  into  a  pit,  and  there  leave  him  to  perish; 
his  secret  purpose  bein;  to  draw  him  out  afterwards, 
and  restore  him  to  bis  father.  This  proposal  wst 
immediately  acceded  to  and  carried  into  eseentioi], 
despite  of  Ihe  cries  and  agony  of  Joseph,  Bat  Jndab 
also  felt  some  compunction  of  heart;  and  observing 
a  company  of  Ishmaelitish  merchants  on  tboir  roole 
for  Egypt,  be  proposed  that  they  ejiould  not  be  ao- 
cessory  in  any  way  to  Joseph's  death,  but  sell  him 
by  these  merchants  into  slavery.  This  proposal  wu 
likewise  concurred  in,  and  he  was  consequently 
drawn  up  and  sold  :  after  which  his  brethren,  dipping 
his  many-coloured  garment  in  the  blood  of  a  kid,  re- 
paired with  it  to  his  father,  pretending  that  they  had 
found  it.  Jacob  immediately  concluded  that  he  wss 
devoured  by  wild  beasts,  and  gave  himself  op  to  ex- 
cessive grief ;  whilst  his  sons  and  daughters  are  re- 
preseuted  as  endeavouring  to  console  him  ; — a  scene 
of  odioas  hypocrisy  on  Ihe  part  of  those  who  were 
the  authors  of  this  allliction. 

The  moral  condition  of  Jacob's  family  was  indeed 
evidently  deplorable.    Joseph's  report  uf  them  to  hit 


THE  PATRIAncHS. 


an 


biira  ibewB  that  their  conduct  gcnemlly  must  liave 
been  bad  ;  and  we  have  witneased  tJieir  blood-flimty 
tindictivenesa  in  the  destruction  of  tbe  Sbecfacmites  ; 
iheir  defilemeDl  wilh  tbe  snperstitious  and  idolatrous 
practices  of  the  Canaaiiites ;  and  Ibeir  readiness,  with 
Dnlv  two  exceptions,'  to  imbrue  Iheir  bands  in  tbe 
blood  of  a  brother.  Of  the  two  excepted  we  have 
also  nnfavourabte  parliculurs  to  record:  Reuben  was 
^iiljof  adallei7  and  incest  wilb  Billiab,  his  father's 
CDDcabine,  (whose  conduct,  considering  her  age  and 
position  in  the  fatnily.  was  even  more  atrocious  than 
that  of  Rcnben.)  and  the  liceatiousneis  of  Judah  is 
bat  too  apparent  from  the  history  in  Genesis,  chap. 

These  men  alleged  among  tliemselvcs,  as  a  reason 
for  their  cruel  treatment  of  Joseph,  that  they  would 
thereby  frustrate  his  dreams  of  ag|z:raudisement:  bat 
vain  is  the  counsel  of  men  against  the  Moat  High. — 
The  very  means,  taken  by  them  to  prevent  the  aucom' 
plisbment  of  Joseph's  prophecies,  proved  but  as  links 
ID  tbe  chain  of  events  which  led  to  their  fnllilmeDt. 
The  Ishroaelites  took  Joseph  with  them  into  Egypt 
and  sold  him  to  Pollphnr,  a  military  officer  of  rank ; 
and  the  Lord  so  blessed  and  prospered  all  that  Jo- 
seph undertook  for  his  master,  that  he  was  made 
steward  or  deputy  over  his  whole  establishment. 

Bat  a  new  trial  awaited  Joseph;  for  God  often 
humbles  and  proves,  by  previous  affliction,  those 
whom  be  designs  greatly  to  elevate.  His  personal 
beauty,  which  has  been  greatly  celebrated  by  tlie 
Arabian  wiiters,  allraclcd  ihe  notice  and  excited  the 
coDOupiscence  of  Ilic  Egyptian  officer's  wife,  who  in 
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plain  and  direct  terms  invited  him  to  be  her  pan- 
mour,  and  daily  annoyed  him  will]  solicitations ;  bat 
he  refused,  and  reminded  her  how  gross  a  breach 
such  an  act  would  be  of  tlie  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  her  husband,  and  iiow  great  the  wickedness 
in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and  when  he  perceived  that  his 
appeal  1o  her  moral  sense  of  doty  and  of  honor  was 
he  refosed  to  trust  himself  any  longer  in  her 
company  alone.  The  abandoned  woman  obtained, 
nevertheless,  another  opportunity  of  importuning  Jo- 
seph ;  Bud  as  he  attempted  immediately  to  retreat, 
she  caught  hiai  by  the  garment,  which  he  left  in 
her  possession  and  lied  out.  Disappointed  and  con- 
founded, she  now  determined  on  revenge  ;  and  with 
hypocrisy  which  equalled  lier  sensuality,  she  com- 
plained to  her  lord  on  his  return  ;  that  Joseph  had 
I  lied  her;  that  she  bad  cried  aloud  for  assistance; 
and  that  in  his  burry  to  escape  he  had  left  hia  gar- 
ment in  her  band.  Tbe  indignation  of  Potiphar 
was  immediately  aroused  ;  and  whether  it  was  that 
ibe  forbearance  of  Joseph  attempted  no  explanaiioo, 
or  tbe  impetuosity  of  Potiphar  would  listen  to  none, 
be  was  immediately  cast  into  prison. 

[a.m.  2S87.}  The  Lord,  however,  was  stilt  with 
Joseph,  and  the  dungeon  proved  only  another  step 
toward  his  advancement.  Among  the  prisoners 
the  butler  and  chief  baker  of  the  king,  who 
had  oScnded  him;  and  during  their  iDcareeratioo 
each  had  a  remarkable  dream,  and  was  troubled 
and  perplexed  to  know  the  import.  Joseph  gave 
them  lo  understand,  that  by  tbe  Spirit  of  God  he 
could  expound  theit  dreams,  and  declared  the  signi- 
fication to  be,  that  the  hutler  would  in  three  days  be 
restored  by  Pharaoh  to  bis  office,  and  that  tbe  baker 


would  at  Ihe  espiration  of  the    same    period    1 
banged;   all  which  eiacllj  came  to  pass  as  be  had 
described. 

Two  years  af1ertrard«  Pharaoh  had  a  remarkable 
dteam.  He  saw  seven  fat  kine  arise  oat  of  the  rifei 
Nile  anil  feed  in  a  meadow,  and  seyen  lean  and 
miserable  kine  come  out  after  them  and  devoor 
Ibem,  without  appeario^  an;  the  falter  for  their 
ntraordinarj  meat.  He  awoke  ;  then  slept  and 
dreamed  again,  that  he  saw  seven ^^ood  and  e\eclleat 
ara  of  corn  devoared  bj  leven  thla  and  blasted 
(trs.  And  when  his  spirit  was  also  troabled,  and 
he  had  in  vain  consulted  his  wise  men,  the  butler 
informed  him  concerning  Joseph,  who  was  accord- 
ing;lj  sent  for.  Joseph  first  disclaimed  Ibat  the  power  , 
of  inlerpreting  dreams  was  in  any  respect  his  own,  ( 
and  ascribing:  the  ^lory  to  God,  he  proceeded  to  de- 
clare, that  the  dreams  of  Pharaoh  were  graeionsly 
sent  him  of  the  Lord  to  admonish  bim  what  was 
about  to  happen  in  his  kingdom  ;^that  they  por- 
tended seven  sncceasive  years  of  great  plenty,  fol- 
lowed by  another  seven  years  of  so  great  dearth,  that  , 
Ihe  superabundance  of  Ihe  former  years  woald  be  i 
entirely  swallowed  up  and  consumed  thereby.  He 
concladed  by  advising  Pharaoh  to  look  out  some 
person  of  discretion,  and  to  set  him  over  the  land 
Willi  proper  officers  under  him,  that  he  might  gather 
together  Ihe  surplns  produce  of  the  first  seven  years, 
and  store  it  up  against  the  time  of  need.  . 

This  counsel  was  universally  approved,  both  by  J 
Pharaoh  and  his  courtiers  ;  and  turning  to  the  latter,  i 
the  king  pertinently  asked,  "  Can  we  find  soch  a  1 
one  as  ihii,  (meaning  Joseph)  a  man  in  whom  is  the  ' 
Spirit  of  God!"     Ho  then  took  Ihe  signet  from  bia  I 


linger,  and  placing  it  upon  Josepli's,  caaaed  him  to  bd 
arrayed  in  princely  apparel,  and  made  him  chief 
raler  in  Egypt  after  himseir.  Thus  mediately  Joseph 
owed  Ilia  elevation  to  his  modesty;  for  his  deprecat- 
ing from  himself  the  power  of  interpreting  dreams, 
and  aseribing  it  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  led  Pharaoh  to 
conclude  that  Joseph  must  ttierefore  have  the  Spirit 
of  God  dwelling  in  him,  and  that  he  was  consequently 
the  most  suitable  persou  he  could  find.~^So  true  it  is 
Ihal  God  honours  those  who  honour  him.* 

Joseph  used  great  diligence  and  activity  during 
the  sfven  years  of  plenty.  Extensive  magazines 
were  erected  in  all  directions,  and  htled  with  the 
surplus  produce  of  Ibo  earth,  which  was  so  great 
that  they  at  length  desisted  from  talcing  any  regular 
account  of  it.  But  the  seven  years  of  dearth  imme- 
diately succeeded,  and  now  the  importance  of 
Joseph's  counsel  was  sensibly  perceived.  He  imme- 
diately opened  the  public  granaries ;  and  notonly  the 
inhabitants  of  Egypt,  hut  likewise  of  the  surrounding 
nations,  were  speedily  compelled  to  resort  to  him  for 

Among  the  strangers  wbo  applied  to  Joseph  came 
his  brethren,  and  prostrated  themselves  before  him. 
Joseph  knew  them,  and  had  now  ample  opportunity 
of  avenging  himself,  had  he  been  so  disposed;  but  he 
was  only  bent  on  availing  himself  of  this  provideotiftl 
opening  to   bring  them  to  a  diOerent  state  of  mind. 
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nr  this  eod  he  assumed  a  liarsh  depurUneoi,  afTeciAal 
ID  consider  tlicm  as  spies,  and  conversed  nith  Ihem 
onlj  tbrougb  an  iaterpteter.  The  charge  or  beinf 
■idet  led  tbem  to  declare  more  explicit]}'  their  family 
ud  Dumber,  vie.  that  the;  vere  tvelxe  bretbteo.  thai 
oae  was  deceased,  and  another  remained  at  home 
>hh  their  father.  This  slalenieDt  Joseph  pretended 
It  disbelieTe,  and  deelarJo§;  that  he  woald  pmre  its 
tratb  by  sending  and  fetching  their  brother,  he  threw 
Ihem  into  prison  ;  but  at  the  end  of  three  dajrs  sent 
Isr  them  again,  and  giving  thcro  to  nmlerstand  that 
hewonid  not  keep  their  fatuilies  nitboat  com,  he 
tsok  Simeon  from  Ihem  as  a  hostage  for  the  retnrn  of 
the  rest,  and  bad  him  boond  before  their  eyes.  These 
pveeedings  already,  tbroagh  the  blessiagof  God,  pro- 
dvoed  some  good  eOect.  The  recollection  of  Iheirsin 
was  brought  home  lo  their  con  sciences  irith  lively 
compunctioD  of  heart,  and  they  acknowledged  the 
hand  of  God  in  bringing  upon  them  so  just  a  re- 
IribuUoD.  As  they  spake  these  things  openly  to 
each  other,  under  llie  impression  that  Joseph  un- 
derstood them  not,  be  oferheard  thei 
with  great  dilEcDliy  concealed  his  e 
length  he  dismissed  them  and  they  returned  home, 
where  they  immediately  gave  lo  their  father  Israel 
a  circumstantial  account  a[  what  had  happened, 
with  the  additional  fact,  that  on  taking  down  their 
sacks  of  eom  from  their  asses,  each  man  found 
Ihe  money  paid  for  it  reslored  and  placed  in  the 
Hack's  moDih;  which  both  surprised  them  and  filled 
them  with  consternation,  not  knowing  whether  God 
purposed  to  bring  good  or  evil  npon  them  tbereby. 

Israel   was   greatly    affected   at   the   detention   of  I 
Simeon,  and  still  more  by  the  circumstance  of  Benja-  1 
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niin  being  demaailed ;  and  exclain 
of  grief.  Ihnt  all  these  tbiDg;s  were  egainil  hin 
resolately  determined  thnt  lie  would  not  send  Ben- 
jamin.  Thus  blind  al  times  are  even  the  saints  of 
God,  when  oppressed  by  troubles.  They  lose  sight  of 
the  repeated  proofs  which  tbey  have  had  of  God's 
love,  and  conclude  that  be  is  lighting  against  tbem, 
only  because  Ihey  need  palience  to  atvait  the  issue  of 
their  trials.  Jacob  continocd  deaf  to  the  reniOD- 
atranccs  of  his  sons,  until  the  supply  of  food  was 
exhausted ;  when  perceivini;  that  lienjamio  must 
needs  perish  al  home  if  he  remained,  he  reluctantly 
sent  him  away,  and  tremblingly  awaited  the  resall, 

A  second  time  therefore  did  the  brethren  of 
Joseph  present  themselves  before  hi  in,  and  bow 
themselves  to  the  earth;  on  which  Joseph  directed 
his  steward  to  take  them  to  his  bouse,  and  there  to 
make  ready  for  entertaining  them.  So  unusual  a 
compliment  however  excited  their  suspicions  and 
disquietude,  and  they  were  anxious  to  inform  tbe 
steward  of  tbe  money  which  they  had  found  in  their 
sacks;  but  he  comforted  them  with  the  assurance 
that  he  had  duly  received  il,  and  by  bringing  out 
their  brother  Simeon  to  tbem.  Joseph  soon  after  ap- 
peared, and  after  hospitably  entertaining,  again  dis- 
missed them;  having  previously  however  directed 
that  his  silver  cap  should  be  placed  in  the  sack  of 
Benjamin.  He  then  despatched  his  steward  after 
them,  who  charged  tbem  with  the  robbery.  With 
anaifeoted  protestations  of  their  innocence,  they  in>- 
medintcly  invited  a  search  of  their  baggngc,  propos- 
ing that  the  person  with  whom  it  should  be  found 
should  be  Joseph's  slave,  The  proposal  was  ac- 
cepted, thu  search  made,  and  tbe  cop  of  course  dis- 
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nvered  where  it  had  been  placed.  All  w 
tion  and  djama;  ;  aod  retDrning  nilh  their  cJothes 
rent,  they  declared  before  Joseph,  Ibat  it  was  a  just 
PDQisbmcnt  Tor  their  iolquities,  and  olfercd  thein- 
ielves  as  bondmen.  Joseph  however  desired  that 
BenjamiD  only,  wilb  whom  the  cup  was  Tound,  should 
le  detained,  anA  thai  ibe  rest  should  relurn  witli  the 
necessary  Kuccours  tu  tlieir  families  ;  od  which  Judah 
ilood  forth,  and  relating  all  the  cjrci; 
bd  indaced  llieir  father  to  hesitate  concerning  send-  I 
ini;  fienjaniin,  and  Iheir  own  solicitude  for  their  aged  j 
parent's  trelfare,  finally  offered  himself  as  a  bondman 
in  Benjtimin'fi  stead. 

The  speech  of  Jndah  on  this  occasion  has  been  | 
justly  admired  for  its  simple  and  pathetic  eloquc 
it  is  more  worthy  of  remark,  as  decidedly  indicatiDf  1 
ihe  ameliorated  spirit  which  now  prevailed  i: 
fainilj  of  Israel.  Formerly  they  were  cnvio 
their  brother  Joseph,  because  they  perceived  that 
their  father  chiefly  loved  him  :  now  the  like  circum- 
staoce  is  the  occasion  of  Iheir  cherishing  with  par- 
tiealar  solicitude  and  care  their  brother  Benjamin, 
Formerly  they  were  reckless  of  their  father's  feelings  , 
and  happiness,  and  thooght  only  of  their  own  re- 
venge: now  all  concern  for  themselves  is  absorbed 
in  the  overwhelming  apprehension,  that  the  gray 
hairs  of  Israel  might  he  brought  doHD  with  sorrow 
lo  the  grave.  Formerly,  to  gratify  their  own  pas 
lions,  they  scrupled  not  lo  bring  upon  themselves  Ibi 
guilt  of  a  brother's  lilood  :  now  they  are  all  ready  ti 
uffer  themselves  as  bondmen  iti  a  brother's  stead- 
Joseph  was  unable  longer  to  refrain  himself,  and 
having  cansed  all  the  bystanders  in  his  hall  of  a 
dience  ti>  go   forth,   he   made   himself  known  to  I 
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brethren.  MingEed  feeling's  of  awe  at  tlie  now  raani- 
fest  exaltation  of  their  brother,  combiaed  with  llie 
recollection  of  tbeir  own  cruel  treatment  of  faim, 
caused  them  at  Grat  to  be  greatly  troubled  at  his 
presence ;  but  he  at  lenglli  encouraged  tbem,  bj 
shewing  bow  marrellouslj  God  had  overruled  their 
wrath,  as  a  means  of  preserving  them  a  posterity  in 
the  earth,  and  to  save  their  lives  by  a  great  deliver- 
ance. He  then  fell  upon  his  brother  Benjamin'i 
neck  and  wept  aloud,  and  next  embraced  the  others. 
weeping  over  them  and  kissing  them;  after  which 
they  were  enabled  to  commune  with  bioi. 

The  report  of  ibia  event  was  speedily  conveyed  to 
Pharaoh,  who  together  with  his  servants  was  pleased 
at  the  intelligeoce,  and  commanded  that  they  should 
return  and  fetch  their  families,  and  come  again  into 
Egypt.  Joseph  joyfully  complied,  and  sent  away  his 
brethren  with  asses  loaded  with  presents  fur  his  father, 
and  provisionsforthe  journey,  together  with  carriB|;ea 
for  tlie  conveyance  of  his  father  and  the  wives  and 
children  oF  his  brethren.  The  news  of  the  existence 
and  glory  of  his  long-lost  son  powerfully  alfected  Iho 
mind  of  Israel.  His  heart  fainted  within  him  at  the 
first;  nor  could  he  believe  the  iniellii;ence,  until  he 
went  out  and  beheld  the  presents  and  carriages  sent 
to  biro  by  Joseph  ;  when  his  spirit  revived,  aud  he 
immediately  resolved  on  going  into  Egypt. 

[a.m.  2293.]  Jacob  was  met  on  the  way  by  Joseph, 
when  an  affecting  interview  took  place.  On  his  arrival 
at  the  capital  he  was  introduBcd  by  Joseph  to  the  pre- 
sence of  Pharaoh,  who  treated  him  with  much  kind- 
ness and  condescension,  and  directed  that  his  family 
should  be  located  in  Goshen,  the  most  fertile  region 
of  Egypt.    On  being  informed  likewise  of  their  pas- 
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I       iMiI  habits,  he  promoted  his  sons  to  be  rulers  over  hij  I 

iliepherds   and  herdsmeD;  beyond  whith  there  was  ] 


probably  no  post  of  honour  or  of  office  readily  opeo 
loDieni,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  superstitions  of 
ihc  Eg'yptians,  which  led  them  to  view  all  shepberdi 
asaa  abomination.'  Pharaoh  obtained  from  Israel 
a  more  valuable  boon  in  return; — viz.  the  twice  re- 
Hidecl  bleasin^  of  the  venerable  prophet ;  besides 
bejog  retninded  by  bint  of  the  vanity  of  human  iife, 
~B  lesson  of  singular  advantage  to  princes,  and  but 
rarely  read  before  them. 

[a.h.  2315.]  Israel  lived  aeventeeo  years  in  Egypt, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  147  years.  Of  his  last  boon 
HTcral  ioteresling  particulars  are  recorded,  bearing 
npon  the  fnlure  destinies  of  his  family.  Joseph  ap- 
proached him  niib  bis  two  sons,  Manosseh  and 
Ephraim,  (for  he  bad  married  a  daughter  of  the  priest 
of  On,)  in  order  that  tliey  might  receive  bis  bless- 
ing; on  which  ocoasion  Israel  adopted  them  as  bis 
sons,  rather  than  as  grandsons ;  leaving  to  be  counted 
lo  Joseph  only  his  succeeding  issne.  In  conscrjaence 
of  which,  when  the  land  of  Canaan  was  aficrwards 
portioned  out  among  the  posterity  of  the  patriarchs, 
no  mention  is  made  of  any  lot  for  the  descendants  of 
Joteph,  hat  for  those  of  Manassch  and  Epbraini  in  bis 
place.  In  pronouncing  the  blessing  also  upou  these 
two,  he  was  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
hands,  and  place  his  right  hand  on  the  head  of 
Ephraim  the  younger,  and  bis  left  on  the  head  of 

I  TheEe;pUaiisci[Thel>es,  BFcordiDgtD  HerodoCos.  (lib,  ll.)  ateiia 
muunn,  because  tbey  worshipped  E^ 

DlaiBm.  ThlileUiB  mosl  probable  BOlntiongttlidrprejuclieoBeainrt 
ffiosewlm  rataed  sheep  ror  Ui«  purpose  of  slaughleiUig  Ihem. 
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Manasseh,  contrary  to  tbccastom  orprimogenitare;' 
and  when  Joseph  remonstrated,  the  old  nan  neverthe- 
less persisted,  and  pronaanced  the  future  superioritj 
and  greatoess  of  Epiirairo  over  Manasseh.  On  tbe  daj 
of  his  decease  Jacob  summoned  all  liis  sous,  and  pro- 
phettcallf  admonished  themof  what  would  beraltheif 
posterity ;  in  whiuli  dying  anntinciutiDn  it  is  worth; 
of  remark  tliat  Reuben,  who  had  so  greatly  outraged 
his  rather  and  olTended  against  God,  and  Simeon 
and  Levi  also,  wbo  had  betrayed  great  Tioleoce  and 
cruelly  in  the  instanee  of  the  Shcchcoiites,  arc  repri- 
manded instead  of  being  blessed.*  And  iLis  finaily 
recorded  of  him,  ihat  on  this  occasion  he  worshipped 
leaning  on  the  top  of  his  staff;  the  object  of  mention' 
ing  which  is  apparently  to  shew,  that  althoagh  he 
bad  now  arrived  at  so  advanced  an  age  as  to  need 
Ibis  support,  and  had  been  so  long  a  stranger  and  ao- 
JDurner  in  tbe  earth,  his  faith  in  tbe  promises  of  tbe 
God  of  his  fathers  continued  nevertheless  unshaken. 
Had  Jacob  been  Pharaoh  himself,  his  funeral  cogid 
not  have  been  eondacted  with  greater  solemnity  and 
pomp.  Joseph  caused  him  to  he  embalmed  and  ib- 
terred,  according  to  his  own  dying  request,  in  tbe 
cave  of  Macbpelah  ;  and  there  went  up  with  bii  le- 
!  the  ofDcers  of  Pharaoh's  household,   all   Um 
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At  tbe  time  of  his  death,  Joseph  likewise  evinced 
the  stedfastaesa  of  his  faith  in  the  promises  of  God, 
by  giving  an  Bssorance  to  the  children  of  Israel,  Ihsl 
God  would  surely  visit  them,  and  hring  them  oat  of 
Egypt  to  the  land  promised  to  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob;  and  he  expressly  enjoined  tbem,  that  when  they 
sbould  go  forth,  ihey  should  carry  up  his  bones  with 
them.  He  was  then  embalmed  and  deposited  in  a 
ooffin,  to  await  the  Exodus  of  his  brethren. 

Scripture  is  silent  concerning  the  proceedings  of 
the  brethren  of  Joseph  in  Egypt,  and  of  their  poste- 
rity, nntil  we  come  to  the  period  of  the  Exodug;  so 
that  with  Joseph  may  be  !<aid  to  terminate  the  history 
of  the  Patriarchs.  It  is  hoped  that  Ihe  brief  details 
which  have  been  given  of  the  events  of  tbeir  lives 
will  nol  be  regarded  as  superfloous,  when  it  is  ci 
sidercd  tbat  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  in  partleular 
are  the  great  founders  of  tlie  Hebrew  nation ; 
three  covenant  heads  with  whom  alt  the  promises  of 
grace  and  glory  I  o  Ihe  chnrch  were  made;  and  the 
three  whom  Ihe  Lord  dcli|;hls  continually  to  nai 
as  being  specially  their  God.  Less  would  not  have 
sufficed  to  convey  an  adeqtiaie  notion  of  their  respec- 
tive characters;  more  would  have  been  incompatible 
with  the  limils  of  a  single  volume. 

dirlded  Into  tbrca  pocUcmi  -.  dbe  of  which  wm  thp  pro}wrtjr  of  Ibe 
king,  whLUt  Oie  prleiU  uid  ttie  miUtur  poHcsicd  tbc  other  Mo^ 

from  Ibc  public  uranBricB^  [urKbich  rnBon  he  concludotl  wu  I)i*t 
the  pricBti'  luiili  were  out  sold.  Tbe  pDrtioD  theiefore  of  the  miU- 
Urj  would  bethconlyoueioldi  andthcM  wcioubI  preBouiB  were  ■ 
mUiUA  forcE,  tillinB  the  land  and  acniag  in  Ih*  irmy  bf  toroi.  (Coi- 
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Ei^CEPTiNG  the  personal  mBnifeslBiions  of  himself 
Toachsafed  bj  the  Almighty  to  Abrnhani,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  lie  hat!  hitherto  interposed  in  behalf  of  bia 
people,  only  by  those  instances  of  proteotion  and  de^ 
liveranoe  which  may  be  called  providentiaj,  as  dia- 
lingoished  from  the  miraculous.  We  now  however 
arrive  at  an  era  in  tbe  history  of  Israel  which  will 
prove  remarkable  for  a  display  of  sigos  and  wonders 
of  a  different  character.  If  some  of  these  are  do  more 
Ibau  natural  plienomcna  on  a  lai^er  scale  than  ordi- 
nary, yet  Ibis  very  magnitude  of  the  phenomena, 
added  to  tbe  fact  ofthcir  being  previously  predicted, 
tenders  it  manifest  that  God  immediately  directs  or 
moves  tbe  agency  employed.  In  regard  however  to 
others  of  them,  either  the  ordinary  laws  of  nature  are 
deviated  from,  or  an  agency  is  employed,  tbe  pbeno- 
mena  of  which  cannot  be  accoonled  for  on  anj! 
known  principles.  Many  hypotheses  have  indeed 
been  pot  forward,  (for  "  vain  raan  would  be  wise  ; ") 
and  many  are  di.ssatisfied  if  they  cannot  resolve 
every  alleged  miracle  by  some  ascertained  principle 
'be   restlessness,   however,  of  men  lo 


( 
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account  for  every  tbing  whicli  is  declared  to  be  lllff 
irnmediate  work  of  God,  aDd  their  deligbt  in  evei; 
fresli  discovery  wliiuli  enables  Ibem  to  explain  a 
marv£1  nhich  they  could  nut  understand  before, 
only  betrays  a  latent  germ  of  infidelity,  without 
in  a.ay  degree  altering  tbe  real  nature  of  t be  case- 
For  should  it  hereafter  be  discovered  that  there 
have  all  along  existed  certain  occult  principles  by 
which  every  alleged  miracle  might  be  explained, 
itivDuld  not  disprove  the  fact  that  those  principles 
are  at  the  immediate  command  of  Him  by  whose 
divine  fiat  they  were  first  called  into  existence!  by 
whom  they  are  now  either  maintained  In  operation, 
or  at  his  pleasure  suspended  ^  and  who  purposes  hete- 
afier  to  dissolve  the  very  elements  of  nature,  and  r 
construct  the  world,  (2  Peter  iii.) 

[a.m.  2869  TO  2512.]  The  children  of  Israel  had 
multiplied  so  rapidly  in^Egypt,  as  to  have  become  a 
considerable  people.  A  prince  however  had  succeeded 
to  the  throne  who  was  the  opposite  in  character  and 
disposition  of  tbe  patron  and  protuulor  of  Joseph.  By 
nature  subtle,  crnel  andsospicious,  be  regarded  with 
a  jealous  eye  tbe  rapidly-increasing  numbers  of  the 
Hebrews ;  and  forgetting  tlie  great  benefits  which  the 
nation,  and  the  monarch  in  particular,  had  derived 
from  their  eminent  kinsman,  he  thought  only  of  the 
unfriendly  inlluenue  which  they  ml(;ht  exercise  in 
case  of  war  or  Insurrection;  and  therefore  he  re- 
solved to  diminish  their  power  and  numbers,  whilst 
at  tM  same  lime  he  was  desirous  not  to  luso  llieir 
services.  To  this  end  be  reduced  them  under  a 
rigorous  bondage  ;  wade  theui  the  brickmakers  and 
bailders  of  I^g^pl, '  and  exacted  from  them  so  great 
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an  RmoaDl  of  labour,  as  to  reader  Ihcfr  life  mi 
able.  In  modern  Egjpt  the  effect  of  a  grimliog 
tjranny  has  been  to  diminish  the  population;  aod 
doubtless  the  same  effect  would  bare  followed  in 
tbe  age  of  the  Pharaohs,  had  it  not  been  that  God 
manifestly  interposed  in  behalf  of  Israel;  so  that, 
notwilh  Stan  ding  the  adverse  political  circumstances 
in  which  thej  were  placed,  they  still  continued  to 


Pharaoh  on  this  gave  secret  inslructions  to  the 
Hebrew  midwives,  to  destroy  the  male  olTspring  ; 
bat  this  stroke  of  craft  and  cruelty  being  rendered 
abortive  by  the  humanity  of  the  midwives,  he  next 
pat  forth  an  edict,  in  which  he  charged  the  whole 
nation  to  cast  into  the  river  every  male  Hebrew 
child  that  should  thenceforth  be  born.  This  pro- 
duced the  desired  effect :  for  the  Egyptians  having' 
become  evil  affected  towards  tlie  Hebrews,  tbe  king's 
nminaiid  was  now  strielly  enforced,  and  the  Israel- 
ites vere  consequently  brought  into  still  greater  af- 
fliction. 

Bat  their  faithful  God  was  not  regardless  of  them. 
The  wife  of  a  man  named  Aoiram,  of  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  bore  bim  a  son,  concerning  whom  his  parents 
received  some  divine  intimalion  that  he  was  to  be 


n»  Plttaom  and  Ruiruet.  A  lumh  has  been  diicDvercd  at  Tbebc 
■•eliHigiiie  to  a  luperlatonilenl  of  public  mirks  at  Lbe  rel^  at  Tbotl 
arm  Uietlliiil,  on  Hblrh  le  si^alpnuecl  a  npregeotatjou  of  Habrev 
nUaC  bricks.  It  Ispubluhiidby  tbeanUquairStg.RascUiDl,  (Moi 
CiT.  pi.  xlii.)  Tbe  wholE  is  Cpd  enpliicHl  mid  cupresilre  lo  be  ml 
tAn,  anil  mcbu  gnatl;  '-o  coaflim  ihe  BUtement  of  Joicpbus.  Uii 
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tlie  deliverer  of  his  people.'  Tliej  determined  there- 
fnre  at  the  risk  of  Iheir  own  lives  to  coDceal  Iiim ; 
but  finding,  at  the  end  of  three  monlha,  that  thej 
could  no  longer  accomplish  it,  they  conatructed 
basket  of  rushes,  and  having  made  it  impervioas  to 
water  and  placed  the  child  therein,  tliey  IsDnched 
the  fraffile  vessel  on  the  slreom,  and  committed  it 
to  God.  By  a  remarkable  conjnncluro  of  cir 
stances,  the  Lord  caused  the  daughter  of  Pharaob 
to  visit  thai  part  of  the  river,  together  with  ber 
female  attendants,  for  the  purpose  of  bathing;  and 
espying  the  little  nrk,  now  entangled  amon^ 
flags,  she  sent  one  of  her  maids  to  fetch  it,  but  «R> 
greatly  sarprised  to  discover,  on  opeoing  it,  that  it. 
contained  a  babe.  The  infant  cry,  and  the  great' 
beauty  of  the  child,  immediately  found  a  pasHfC 
for  it  to  bcr  affections ;  and  though  she  truly  gueswd 
at  its  Hebrew  origin,  she  resolved  to  have  it  rcHtd 
up  for  herself,  and  unconsciously  engaged  the 
tber  of  the  child  to  uurse  it.  This  princess  fRW 
him  the  name  of  Moses,  which  signilies  in  the  Bg^ 
tian  tongue  "  drawn  from  the  walir ;  "  by  which  aaot 
be  has  ever  been  distinguished. 

When  Moses  was  of  an  age  to  be  edacated,  tkt 
daughter  of  Pharnoh  adopted  him  as  her  own  tea, 
made  him  her  heir,  and  had  him  instructed  in  alltlw 
various  lenrning  and  aaiences  of  the  Egyptians;  il 
which  the  young  pupil  made  great  progress,  MoM 
however,  received  direct  from  God  an  endowiMit 
tuT  more  valuable  than  anything  which  he  obtaJBlJ 
by  the  instrumentality  of  the  Egyptian  prinotMir 
for  he  was  richly  gifted  with  divine  grace.    UnmoM* 
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by  the  allarements  of  rank,  wealth  rdcI  learning, 
bj  whicli  he  was  surrauDdcd,  his  iboughtB  and  aflte- 
tions  were  enjraged  in  behalf  of  his  alUicted  peoplu  ; 
and  though  he  might  easily  have  passed  for  an  Egyp- 
tian, and  as  the  sraodson  of  the  kio^,  yet  he  pre- 
ferred to  be  known  as  an  Israelite,  and  lo  share  the 
reproach  of  his  brethren  accoriliDg  to  the  flesh,  Ho 
had  evidently  been  instructed  byhis  parents,  that  Gud 
liad  designs  of  mercy  for  his  people  through  hisiostru- 
mentality :  and  he  iniagioed  that  his  brethren  would 
necesaarily  be  persoaded  of  these  circumstances;' 
bat  in  this  he  was  deceived,  and  soon  had  a  humbling 
proof  of  his  mistake.  Observing  a  Hebrew  ill-treateU 
by  an  Egyptian,  his  sympathy  and  indiguation  were 
aronsed,  and  taking  part  with  his  oppressed  brother, 
be  alcw  the  Egyptian  and  buried  him  io  the  saad. 
ThroDgli  the  treachery,  however,  of  his  on  n  conntry- 
nen,  the  circumstance  was  betrayed  to  Pharaoh,  who 
determined  on  this  account  to  put  Moses  to  death  : 
apprizedof  which  intention,  Moses  hastily  fled  into 
the  land  of  Midian,  where  he  contracted  an  intimacy 
with  Jethro  the  high  priest,  and  married  Zipporab 
his  dangbter,  by  whom  be  had  two  sons. 

[a-m.  2513.]— Forty  long  years  rolled  over  the 
head  of  Moses  in  this  retreat,  daring  which  the 
king  of  Egypt  died  ;  hut  the  prince  who  succeeded 
to  the  throne  glitl  pursued  the  same  crooked  policy 
toward  the  Israelites;  whilst  Moses,  who  had  now 
reached  his  eightieth  year,  seems  to  have  given 
op  the  expectation  of  any  deliverance  of  Israel 
being  effected  by  bis  hand.  One  day,  however, 
whilst  he   was  tending  the   flock   of   Jethro   in 


52  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS  : 

-vicinitj  of  Mount  Hareb,  his  aUentioa  was  suddenlj 
arrested  by  a  remarkable  phenomenon.  A  basb  ap- 
peared to  be  in  (lames  ;  but  no  waste  or  conaumptioD 
of  il  Ibllowcd  the  combustion.  Turoing  aside  to 
ascertain  the  caase,  be  was  arrested  b]'  a  voice  wbicb 
proceeded  from  the  flame  ;  and  which  proved  to  be 
the  great  angel  of  the  covenant— the  Etebkal 
Word, — who  announced  that  he  bad  come  down 
to  deliver  his  people  from  their  bondage,  aad  tbat 
Mosea  himself  was  to  be  their  leader. 

How  enlirel;  Moses  must  bavc  abandoned  thtt 
hope  is  seen  by  the  extraordinary  reluctance  which 
he  now  betrayed  for  tbe  undertaking.  His  former 
rejection  by  hia  countrymen  is  evideolly  fresh  in  Mk 
recollection.  He  first  pleads  bis  insignificance ;  next 
bia  persuasion  that  bis  people  will  not  receive  himi 
and  then  that  he  is  slow  of  utterance.  The  Loot 
however  overrules  his  objections  ;  empowers  bim  to 
work  certain  signs  for  the  conviction  of  his  couD- 
tiymen;  and  appoints  his  brother  Aaron  to  be  his 
spokesman  and  companion.  He  further  instracts 
him  to  demand  of  Pharaoh  that  he  should  let  the 
Hebrews  go  three  days' journey  Into  Ihe  wildemeM, 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  sac ri lice  which  he  will 
there  appoint  {  but  at  the  same  time  admonishes  bin 
that  he  will  harden  Pharaoh's  heart,  so  that  be  will 
not  let  the  people  go;  that  this  will  give  occasion 
for  the  exhibition  of  his  mighty  signs  and  wonders  i 
and  that  after  his  power  and  glory  shiill  have  be«o 
Lhui  displayed,  and  the  Ggypllano  signally  chastised 
for  their  unbelief  and  oppression,  the  Hebrews  sbsll 
at  length  be  permiiled  to  depart.' 

'   The  plaid  declaratLon  ol  liuly  writ,   that  the  Lord   hudcDel 


THE  EGYPTIAN  BONDAGE. 

"Kaaes,  being  silenced,  returned  to  Jethra 
baving  bade  him  farewell,  he  departed  from  Midiaa, 
with  his  wife  and  two  sons,  for  the  land  of  Egypt ; 
and  having  met  Aaron  by  the  way,  who  embraced 
bim  with  cordial  affection,  they  together  summoned 
the  elders  of  larael,  and  spake  all  the  words  and 
wrongbt  the  signs  which  the  Lord  had  commanded. 
And  the  people  believed,  and  when  they  clearly  in- 
ferred from  these  things  tliat  God  had  at  length  looked 
down  npon  their  affliction,  they  bowed  their  heads  ia 
gratefnl  adomtionand  worshipped. 

Encoaraged  by  this  reception,  Moses  and  Aaron 
now  went  boldly  in  before  Pharaoh,  and  made  the 
request  prescribed,  in  the  oame  of  the  Lord  the  God 
of  Israel.    The  despot  however  accused  Moses  and 

Idtth  hlft  jiidEmcnCs  ADd  womlers,  has  Btumblcd  many  i  cspedaUy 
tbuoa  wtao  are  HDwUllng  to  Brlmit  of  the  abaulutc  Bovereij^aty  erf  Gad 
bi  all  tJiinga.  Such  can  find  no  concliuion  short  of  Die  awhil 
ioonne,  that  God  ia  tbe  author  of  evil,  and  that  ho  pccdesdnsled 
Pharaob  to  be  nicked.  Tvo  tblDgi  however  have  to  be  coniidered 
rdaUTC  to  thin  mBtter.  First,  that,  accoidiog  to  the  icrlpture  Idiom, 
God  ia  often  said  to  do  that  which  he  only  ptrmlli.    Thus  he  Is  said, 

I  Otna.  iii,  ].  Satan  is  cxpre&aly  Bald  to  haTC  been  thp  aalhur  of 

we  moat  nnderHtand,  that  God  Idt  Pharaoh  to  the  natural  hardneaa 
of  bjB  heart,  and  perm^tteil  Satan  to  practise  npnn  It.  Secondly,  It 
mutt  be  remenibered,  that  it  l5  the  nga£  dignify  of  Pharaoh  that  Is  re- 
fened  to,  when  tho  Lord  nafa— "  For  tiiU  cai^ae  ha«e  1  ralaed  thee 
up.^'  The  Lord  needed  at  this  particular  crlala  of  his  church  a  parti- 
FDlat  tostriuneot,  who  sbonld  pie  oeisalon,  by  tbe  opEration  of 
Batoial  CBOsea,  for  caJUne  forth  Ida  mlehty  worliai  anil  Jual  Ihore- 
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Aaron  of  eacoaraging  their  people  lo  be  idle;  and 
the  saperiotendeDts  over  Ibcm  were  directed  to  in- 
crease tbeir  daily  task  of  labour,  and  instead  of  pro- 
viding straw  for  thero  Trom  the  public  stores,  to  leave 
tbem  to  procnro  it  fur  tbetn.selves.  In  tbe  search  after 
stubble  tbe  Hebrei^s  necessarijf  lost  moch  time,  and 
a  smaller  quantity  of  bricks  was  consequentif  ma. 
faciared ;  but  wlien  this  .diminuiion  iu  tbe  daily  rale 
was  reported  lo  Pbaraoli,  lie  nonid  hear  no  excuse, 
bat  unreasonably  and  tyrannically  iusistlns  on 
previons  accusation,  tbat  they  were  idle,  he  ordered 
tbe  chiefs  of  the  people  to  be  beaten. 

Tbe  elders  of  Israel  met  Moaes  and  Aaron,  and 
reproached  them  with  having  brought  their  nal 
into  this  miserable  strait:  so  ready  is  man  to  charge 
the  servants  of  the  Lord  unjustly.  But  the  two  pro- 
phets nevertheless  felt  deeply  Tor  their  brethren,  snd 
earnestly  pleaded  with  God  ;  who  not  only  conde- 
sceoded  to  assure  tbem  of  hia  purpose  to  redeem 
Israel,  but  to  form  tbem  into  a  peculiar  nation  i 
his  people.  Encouraged  by  this,  Moses  and  AarDO 
went  again  and  stood  before  Pbaraoh,  and  according 
to  the  direction  of  the  Lord,  when  the  king  demanded 
lo  see  a  miracle  wrought  by  them,  as  an  evidence  of 
their  divine  mission,  Aaron  cast  down  bis  rod  in 
midst  oftbc  court,  and  it  became  a  serpent.  The  king 
aent  for  his  magi  and  sorcerers,  who  succeeded,  by 
their  necromantic  art,  in  iniitaiing  the  miracle.  Bat 
God  nevertheless  put  this  marked  difference  b«- 
twecD  Ihem  and  his  servants,  viz.  that  the  serpnnl, 
which  bad  been  produced  from  Aaron's  rodi  swal- 
lowed up  the  aerpenis  produced  by  tbe  magioiau. 
Tbe  heart  of  Pharaoh  however  was  hardened. 

A  series  of  plagues  were  next  brought  on  the  land. 
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First,  at  the  word  of  Moaes,  the  rivers  ai 
the  ponds,  the  pooU,  and  cisterns  nlto,  liecaroe  blood, 
and  the  lish  died,  and  the  river  stank,  and  the  E^jp- 
tians  loathed  to  drink  of  it.  And  at  the  end  of 
a  week  he  brongbl  np  frogs  from  the  same  waters  in 
sach  mulliluiles,  tbat  they  penetrated  even  to  tbe  bed 
of  Pharaoh,  and  infested  the  ovens  and  Lneading- 
Ironghs  of  bis  anhjects.  The  ma^ioians  however  in 
bolb  instaoces  did  tbe  same,  or  deceived  the  kiog 
with  the  appearance  uf  so  doing;  though  one  clr- 
UStaUcB  gave  in  the  latter  case  a  decided  iiupe- 
)  Moses  and  Aiirun,  which  Pharaoh  him- 
9ciously  avowed.     For  when  annoyed  by 

S^plagae,  be  seems  not  to  have  thought  hia  own 

angitHans  capable  of  removing  the  nuisance,  however 
ttrejiniglit  ba\e  produced  it.     If  the  king  had  applied 
toUieiu  to  take  away  the  frogs,  they  had  evidently 
failed  to  accomplish  it ;  and  he  dovf  therefore  hum- 
bled bimself  so  far  as  to  reqncst  of  Moses,  to  entreat 
Ibe  Lord  to  take  away  this  plague  ;  prcjtnising  at 
same  time,  that  he  would  then  let  tJie  people  go 
do  SBCriSce  to  him.     Moses  was  elated  at  this  appa- 
rent snccess,  and  the  plagne  was  removed ;  but 
iooner  did  Pharaoh  perceive  that  there  was  respite, 
than  be  again  hardened  his  heart. 

The  third  plague  was  the  conversion  of  the  dust 
Ihe  huid   into    lice;    which    was   signalized    by   the! 
mrounislaDce,  that  the  magicians  attempted 
dace  them,  but  failed,    and  acknowledged  there- 
fore  to  Fbaraoh,  that  this  was  manifestly  the  fiogei 
or  power  of  God.     But  though  tbe  pretext,  behind^ 
which  the  deceitful  heart  of  Pharoah  had  taken 
fage,  was  thus  removed  from  him,  yet  did  he  not 
hnt;  and  the  Lord  therefore  next  aSlicted  the  peoph 
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vithgrieTODS  swarms  of  nies,  (probably  mosqaitoes;'), 
and  as  the  plagues  iocreaaed  in  iatensity,  so  likewise 
were  those  accam pa oyin^  circumstances  multiplied, 
which  were  calcQlated  to  produce  conviction.  In  the 
last  instance  the  magicians  were  unable  to  imtlata 
the  plague:  in  the  infliction  of  this  and  the  rollowing 
one,  the  Lord  made  a  distinclion  between  the  Egyp- 
tians and  thelsraelites,  preserving  the  land  ofGosben 
from  the  annoyance;  that  by  this  sign  also  Pharaoh 
might  clearly  perceive  that  the  plague  was  of  God. 
There  now  appeared  in  that  monarch  a  partial  relent- 
ing, but  a  more  evident  reluctation  and  clinging  to 
bis  selfish  policy.  He  will  permit  the  Hebrews  to 
sacrifice  within  the  land ;  and  when  Moses  objectf 
that  thoy  might  be  called  to  olTer  in  worship  that 
vbioh  the  Egyptians  held  in  abomination,  and  might 
f»)nsequenlly  be  stoned,  Pharaoh  will  then  permit 
them  to  quit  Egypt,  provided  Moses  will  pledge  him- 
self not  to  go  far  away.  Moses  consented  to  these 
terms  ;  but  no  sooner  was  the  plague  removed  than 
Pharaoh  changed  his  mind,  and  relapsed  again  into 
bis  previous  obduracy. 

A  series  of  plagues  followed  of  a  more  affllctiTe 
character.  For  whereas  the  former  were  calculated  to' 
produce  personal  antiogance  only,  these  inflicted  gteat; 
injury,  both  on  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhaU- 
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ttutB.  Firal,  amnrraiD  fell  npoa  the  sheep  and  caltle 
of  eter;  dcscripIioD;  aod  a  most  extensive  raorlalil; 
enaQed.  Next  rolloned  an  epidemic,  consisting  of  a 
grievous  sore  or  ulcerated  boil.affeeting  both  man  and 
beast.  This  was  succeeded  by  an  unpHralleled  visila' 
tioa  of  bail,  accompanied  by  dreadful  thunder  and 
lightning,  which  was  tbe  mure  terrific  to  a  people  alto- 
gether onaccnstomed  to  rain  and  storms.'  Fire  was 
■niagled  with  Ibe  hail,  and  streamed  along  the  ground, 
smiting  both  man  and  beast  that  were  exposed  to  it, 
and  deslToying  the  trees  and  herbs.  In  these  three 
plagaeH  the  same  distinction  was  again  made  be- 
tween Israel  and  the  Egyptians ;  Goshen  being  free 
from  the  aSIictions;  but  little  or  do  impression  was 


,  In  Deat.i.n,  there  ia  in  Indlrccl  Blluiion  to  the  (iut  of  there 
beiiie  nn  rain  Id  Egipt,  BndtothcmclhoilthepcBatoniiiryof  WEtering 
Ibe  lODd  1  a  method  itiU  pmcHsixl  smone  the  Chinese.—"  For  the 
lend,  wtiither  thou  gnat  In  to  possen  LI,  ii  not  aa  the  land  of  Egypt. 

edn  it  with  thy  foal,  as  a  eaieo  of  herbsi  tot  a  hind  of  hll 
TtUeys  vhlch  drinkcth  nalcr  of  Uic  rain  of  heaven,"     (S 
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made  npon  Pbaraoh  except  by  the  thunder  and  liail, 
trhen  his  stout  heart  was  appalled,  aod  he  declared, 
"I  have  sinned  this  time:  the  Lord  is  righteoas, 
and  I  and  my  people  are  wicked."  Moses  however 
had  DOW  IcHiued  his  character  by  esperience  ;  ftod 
though  he  promised  to  make  iotorcession,  yet  he  ile- 
Glared  to  Pharaoh  his  persaasion,  thai  neither  he  nor 
his  servants  would  >ls  yet  fear  the  Lord.  And  so  it 
proved ;  for  when  all  was  ceased,  then  (as  has  been 
the  case  with  the  numbers,  who  have  promised  well 
under  similar  terrors,)  lie  sinned  yet  more,  and  both 
be  and  bis  counsellors  hardened  their  hearts. 

The  next  visitation  was  by  innumerable  swarms  of 
locusts.  Their  appearance  is  by  no  means  ancom- 
niOD  in  those  regions,  and  their  ravages  very  great. 
The  awfal  description  of  the  prophet  Joel  ia  not 
in  the  least  overcharged, — "  The  land  is  as  tbe  gar- 
den of  Eden  before  them,  and  behind  them  a  Aeto- 
late  wilderness." '  The  present  visiialion,  however, 
was  unparalleled  from  the  size  and  numbers  of  the 
locusts.  So  immense  were  the  swarms,  that  tbe  airwat 
darkened  when  Ihey  arose,  the  earth  on  which  Ihej 
alighted  was  scarcely  visible,  tbe  houses  were  filled 
with  Ibcm,  and  whatsoever  remained  from  tbe  hail 
was  now  consumed  by  them.  The  very  annoanoe- 
ment  of  this  coming  plague  filled  the  servants  of  Pha- 
raoh with  terror.  They  had  had  too  many  proofs  that 
the  ibreatcnings  of  the  Lord  arc  not  in  vain,  though  be 
conid  remember  mercy,  and  be  gracious  in  the  midit 
of  them  ;  and  they  now  therefore  remonstrated  with 
the  king,  reminding  him  that  Egypt  was  already  de- 

^  The  Rev.  B.  Ouhbt.  la  hla  accoTiDt  ot  Abyioiaia,  eLTes  soma  in- 
ttnaUas  partlinilui  of  ihcir  appraiaucB  snil  dersstatlooB,  h  vU- 
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rojed,  and  that  it  was  not  a  lime  to  provoke  fuilher 
calamities.  The  tjraot  nas  entreated  ;  be  called  for 
Moses  and  Aaron,  and  inquired  of  them,  who  they 
were  that  purposed  to  go  furlli  ;  apparently  con- 
eladlng  that  it  was  only  the  adult  males:  but  when 
he  found  that  they  determined  to  so  with  their 
entire  families,  and  with  their  flocks  and  helds  also, 
thaa  leaving  behind  tliem  neither  pledge  nor  hostage, 
he  burst  into  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  and  tbej  were 
driven  oat  from  his  presence  with  Ifareats  of  run- 
gcaDCe.  Nevertheless,  when  Pharaoh  experienced 
the  iocDDvenience  of  this  plague,  he  again  relented  ; 
bnt  again  also,  on  obtaining  the  usnal  respite,  he 
relapsed. 

X  supernatural  darkness  followed,  ao  intense,  that 
for  three  days  no  one  saw  another,  or  ventured  to  arise 
from  his  place.  But  the  children  of  Israel  had  light 
in  their  dnellings.  There  was  the  same  apparent 
cancessioD  and  relactancein  Pharaoh  as  before.  Re 
now  proposed  to  let  all  tlie  Israelites  go  forth,  not 
excepting  even  the  children  ;  but  desired  IhcJIocks 
and  herds  to  be  retained;  and  when  informed  that 
this  could  not  be.  inasmach  as  the  people  must  have 
cattle  for  sacrilices,  and  that  they  knew  not  what  the 
Lord  would  require  until  they  reached  the  appointed 
place  of  worship,  he  was  again  enraged,  and  warned 
Moses  and  Aaron,  that  if  they  dared  to  present  them- 
selves again  before  him,  he  would  certainly  put  them 
to  death.  J 

Pharaoh's  controversy  with  his  Maker  was  Ihasl 

brooght  to  a  crisis.    The  Lord  had   endured  nith^ 

1  long-snfiering   this  vessel  of  wrath   filled  for  ' 

metioa;  aod  now  proceeds  to  make  a  signal 

mle  of  him.    At  the  same  time  much  solemn 
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preparation  wns  made  by  Ibc  Hebrews  for  their  de- 
parture. Jehovah  warned  tbem,  that  he  was  about 
to  destroj  the  first-bom  in  every  family  in  Egypt, 
and  that  Iben  they  woald  not  only  be  permitted  t 
go  forth,  but  urgently  thrust  ont,  and  should  despoil 
the  Egyptlaus.  They  were  therefore  to  be  prepared 
for  their  Exodus:  they  were  to  bave  their  bread 
ready  kneaded,  and  their  troughs  bound  up  with 
their  clothes  j  and  they  were  directed  to  borrow  of 
their  Egyptian  neighbours  jewels  of  gold  and  silicr 
and  raiment.  But,  above  all,  tbey  were  commanded 
to  institute  a  solemn  festival  in  oommemoratioD  of 
this  event,  and  to  make  the  night  which  was  Hpproacb> 
ing  the  beginning  of  a  new  year,  or  era.  Each  family 
was  directed  to  take  a  male  and  unblemished  Iamb 
of  the  first  year,  and  having  killed  it,  to  strike  the 
blood  on  the  two  side-posts  or  jambs  of  tho  hoosfr- 
door  and  upon  the  lintel,  and  then  to  eat  the  9eah 
roasted  and  with  bitter  herbs.  They  are  assured, 
that  when  the  destroying  angel  should  smite  the 
£rst-borD,  he  should  paa  iiuer  the  houses  thas  sprin- 
kled with  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  and  that  the  af' 
tioD  should  not  visit  them ;  for  which  reason  tlie 
ordinance  was  called  the  Pass-over, 

Moses  ran  the  hazard  of  his  life  in  making  thi* 
last  communication  to  Pharaoh  of  the  vengeance 
intended;  and  having  announced  it,  be  waited  not 
for  a.  reply,  but  the  meek  prophet  went  sway  in 
auger,  and  Pharaoh  retired  in  sulleu  disquietude  (o 
his  chamber.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  Btillni 
ofmidnight  was  interrupted  by  aery  of  distress,  wbieli 
was  re-echoed  from  every  family  ;  for  the  Lord  smole 
the  first-born  throughout  the  land,  there  was  not  a 
hoase  in  which  there  was  not  one  dead.    And  now 
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Pbaraob  bimself  sent  far  Moses  and  Anron,  without 
wiitiDK  for  llie  daylight,  and  in  the  anKoiah  of  hta 
heart  desired  them  to  ^o  furtb.  with  Ibeir  wives,  tbeir 
liltle  ones,  and  flocks  and  berds,  and  to  S' 
Lord,  aod  bless  him  also.  Aad  wbcn  Ibe  Israelites 
woald  borrow  of  the  Egyptians,  such  was  the  awe 
inspired  io  ibe  breasts  or  all,  toward  Israel  in  gene- 
lal  «7>d  Moses  in  particular,  and  such  the  fear  of  God 
likewise  experienced  hy  some,  that  they  vied  with 
Mdi  other  in  olTering  their  precious  commodities, 
and  were  eager  and  urgent  to  hasten  tlieir  depar- 
tate.  And  Israel  went  forth  the  same  nigh),  in  number 
600,000  men,  besides  women  and  children,'  and  mgch 
cattle. 

A,  mixed  moltitude  likewise  joined  themselves  to 
the  Hebrews,  and  went  forth  wilb  them  ;  from  which 
it  is  evident  that  among  the  Egyptians  also  God  bad 
bit  election,  whom  he  called  out,  before  be  executed 
judgment.  It  is  probable  that  in  the  days  of  Joseph, 
tbe  whole  nation  was  more  or  less  brought  to  the 
acknawledgment  of  the  truth  of  God ;  though  the 
knowledge  of  Jehovah  bad  afterwards,  as  is  evident, 
SreatI]'  decayed.  Nevertheless,  we  are  informed  that 
vhen  the  plague  of  hail  was  denounced,  some  helieved 
Ibe  word  of  the  Lord,  and  placed  tbeir  cattle  and  scr- 
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vnnts  under  proper  shelter  ;  which  whs  a  icreater  tX't 
erciae  of  faith  on  Iheir  pari,  from  the  fact  that  raiD 
was  unkoowD  totliem.  And  it  would  appear  also  that 
the  series  of  judgmenta,  which  had  recently  been 
witnessed,  had  convinced  many  and  inclined  tfaeit 
hearts  toward  the  Lord's  people  ;  whence  it  may  reit- 
son^bly  be  presumed  that  "the  mixed  mnltitade," 
consisted  chiefly  of  persons  thos  convinced. 

The  Lord  conducted  the  Israelites  on  their  march  i 
in  a  remarkable  manner.  He  made  manifest  his 
presence  among  them  by  a  visible  appearance  in  the  i 
heavens,  which  assamed  the  form  of  a  cloud  by  dBj,l| 
intercepting  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  shielding  thCBt' I 
from  its  sultry  heat ;  whilst  in  the  night  it  appeared;! 
as  a  column  of  fire,  which  afl'ordcd  Ihem  liftht  for  all  I 
purposes,  and  directed  them  also  in  their  course. 

But  a  great  trial  of  faith  was  yet  in  reserve  for, 
the  Israelites.  The  direct  route  from  Goshen  to 
Canaan  was  round  tlie  northern  point  of  the  Red 
sea  ;  but  the  Lord,  who  piecedcd  tLcm  in  the  cloud . 
or  pillar  of  Are,  ted  them  not  by  this  course,  lesl' 
they,  who  were  unaccnsloroed  lo  arms,  should  be 
alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  having  to  fight  Iheil' 
way  through  a  warlike  people,  and  immediately  be 
discouraged.'  He  conducted  Ihem  therefore  byths' 
way  of  Ibe  wilderness,  from  Kamcses  to  Saocoth, 
and  by  Elham,  from  wbcoce  they  were  specially  d^ 
reeled  to  turn  and  encamp  before  Pihahirotb,  be- 
tween Migdol  and  the  sea,  opposite  to  Baalzephon,. 


pBTlod  iriDceitbtf' 
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which  was  on  tbe  other  Bide.  Jud^iag  from  haman 
principles,  it  waa  impossible  for  a  people,  who  wen 
probalily  not  atmed,  and  who  were  endeavouring  U 
evade  a  uamerous  and  powerful  caemy,  to  have 
taken  op  a  more  Dnskilfal  position.  Tbey  were 
closed  within  a  nariow  ravine  or  vallej',  with  steep  j 
acclivities  on  eavh  side,  and  the  impassable  walen  ' 
of  the  Red  sea  in  front  of  tbem  ;  and  if  an  enemy 
followed  h;  entering  the  valley  from  Rameses,  their 
destraction  appeared  inevitable.' 


leaUtr  ol  thi>  pl.re ;  aod  tlso  wilh  respect  fo  the  port  of  KuTpt  in 
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the  place  where  the  I.™« 

tea  encamped,  algnlflci  in   Hebrew  rJk> 

WKith  tf  Hmth,  or  tilt  m 

milh  of  hAct.    The  Beptuaeint  rendera  II 

TK/m   E.PM.S.       BUhpp  n 

Mtbeen<lwdsi«Kftsofa 

arge  glen,  opening  Into  the  lea,  between 

ri  JtbA  AtuiluiaiAJtMGewtha.    Dr. 

Bdll  call  11  "  the  road  of  the  chUUren  n( 

bnel,- and  tb>t  the  name 

Td..p.a*6.)    SDmeioterest 

aard,app™r«lmthejewi 

shBipoaltorforlSIU.  Heeupposei  lodccd 

ttie  capital  of  Phiinuih  to  lu 

ve  been  MemptalB ,  bat  a  sabaeqgent  ilc- 

icriptioo  of  Uie  yoUey  above 

mentioDcd  iseqaaUy  to  (bo  point  In  hand. 

from  Memphis  tu  the  Red  sea  leads  Into  a 
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•ccordine  totheteit.    Tha 

and  mnunl  Torah.  and  tl>at  it  issnes,  by 
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Their  flight  nas  faToared  bj  the  circaiDEtance  Ihal 
the  Egyptians  were  ocoapied  for  a  day  or  two  in  pre- 
paring for  and  boryiog  Iheir  dead ;  (Namb.  xxxiii.  4.) 
but  no  sooner  was  the  report  brought  to  Pharaoh 
that  they  fled,  than  both  he  and  his  people  repented 
that  they  had  sufiered  the  prize  so  easily  to  escape 
them.  Observing  however  the  apparent  error  in 
their  tactics,  be  immediately  pursued  after  them, 
with  an  army  consisting  of  600  select  war-chariota 
and  a  vast  multitude  of  horse.  They  soon  over- 
took the  fui^itives;  who,  when  they  saw  themselfes 
thns  pursued  by  a  hostile  force,  and  shut  in  on 
e»ery  side,  forgat  the  Lord  that  went  before  them, 
and  who  had  hitherto  so  marvellously  wrought  in 
their  behalf;  and  yielding  to  their  fears,  they  mur- 
mured against  Moses.  But  they  were  purposely 
brought  into  this  strait  by  Jehovah  ;  who  chose  by 
tbem  to  admonish  his  people,  who  may  be  in  difficul- 
ties at  any  lime,  that  however  desperate  their  condi- 
tion may  appear,  he  will  assuredly  help  and  deliver 
them,  if  they  will  but  put  their  trust  in  Him.  Hoses 
encouraged  the  people  to  tliia  effect :  after  which  thej 
were  ordered  to  advance  forward  on  their  course,  To 
the  natural  mind  such  an  order  was  like  a  command 
to  nisb  upon  destruction  i  since  the  sea  (as  before  ob- 


Ihem  in  the  plain  nfilni!,  opposite  whldi  is  the  hill  rfcuMiniej.   IMt 

nlrscj  signJfla  thi  miUh  of  IHe  Kola,  correnponding  to  tbo  Hebrew 
PiKMrolh.    Tho  modern  oamci  of  all  IhcplHccaliildiiowu  by  Sinrd, 


XlebDlir,  BDd  BuTchbardt  after 
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s«Teil)  was  immcdiaiely  hefore  llicm.  But  Masea 
was  at  the  same  lime  directed  to  strcicli  forlli  liis  rod 
over  the  sea  and  to  divide  it  i  nod,  \ol  Iho  waters 
obey  the  word  of  a  man,  the  Lard  causes  them  to 
retire  backward,  by  means  ofa  strong  east  wind,  and 
tbas  "  tlie  way  of  escape"  most  marvellously  and 
Dnexpectedjy  preseoted  itself  I 

It  woald  appear  from  the  sacred  narrative,  that 
tbe  Israelites  Attempted  tbe  passage  during  the  ni^fii, 
and  that  nhilst  on  their  march  across,  the  waters 
were  kept  back  like  a  wall,  by  means  of  the  same 
wind.'  The  Egyptians,  attempting  to  eorae  oear 
tbcm  in  tbe  night,  were  baffled  by  lie  Lord,  who, 
when  he  ordered  tlic  Hebrews  to  advance,  took  up 
a  position  behind  them,  so  as  to  he  between  tbe 
two  hosts.  And  thus  lie  proved  a  cloud  of  darkness 
to  the  Egyptians,  whilst  be  gave  light  lo  the  Is- 
raelites. 

About  break  of  day  the  Egyptians  discovered  that 
the  Israelites  were  gone,  and  the  means  by  which 
Ifaeir  escape  bad  been  elTccted,  and  they  therefore 
new  attempted  tbe  passage  in  pursuit.  But  no 
sooner  were  the  Israelites  safe  across,  than  Moses 
was  again  directed  lo  stretch  forth  his  hand  over  the 
sea;  on  which  tbe  wind  suddenly  veered  round,  and 
blew  in  a  contrary  direction  ; '  the  sea  rushed  hack 
again,  and  the  host  of  Pharaoh   was  so  completely 

'  ITilB  gtcati)'  conerma  Ptra  SiccarcTs  dMcrlptlon  at  tbe  plica. 
Tilt  KB  IB  HI  ThnaBirecq  (he  says)  about  Ofieeo  mUes  aoroiii  and 


ovenvhelmed,  that  not  one  of  tlieni  escflped  to  report 
the  news  of  this  catastrophe.' 

The  effect  of  this  marvellons  dpliverance  tipon  the 
Hebrews  was,  "  that  they  feared,  and  believed  the 
Lord  and  his  servant  Moses."  Their  apprehensioni 
now  vanished ;  and  they  were  convinced  of  the  power 
and  faithfulnessof  that  God,  who  had  been  the  object 
of  worship  and  of  confidence  with  their  forefathers. 

The  women  immediately  celebrated  the  event  with 
hymns  and  sacred  dances,  led  on  by  Miriam,  Ibe 
aistcr  of  Aaron ;  and  Moses  also  composed  by  in- 
spiration a  soD^  or  ode  for  the  occasion,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  event  has  a  typical  aspect,  towanli 
a  yet  future  and  far  more  extensive  and  glorioun  dii- 
liverance  of  God's  people,  and  their  Una)  settlement 
in  happiness  and  peace. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


J  OF  THE  LAW, 


2613.]  The  short  period  of  Hebrew  history 
lined  in  the  present  chapter  is  remarkable, 
Ij  for  the  specimen  it  ad'ords  of  the  amasinf 
lief  and  perTerseness  of  the  human  heart,  (as 
nited — not  now  by  Egyptians,  but  by  the  Israel' 
hemselves) ;  and  of  ibo  further  mauifeatationa 
h  their  rebellions  called  forth  of  the  character 
eir  God. 

\\j  Ibree  days  after  they  bad  witnessed  the  mar- 
U3  deliverance  just  recorded,  and  were  pursuing 
way  to  Mount  Horeb,  they  became  discouraged 
tbe  want  of  water;  and  their  impatience  broke 
into  loud  expressions  of  disconlent,  on  finding 
prings  of  Marah,  when  they  arrived  there,  to  be 
r  or  brackish.  But  God  luiraculously  healed 
raters,  and  their  necessity  was  relicTcd.  About 
days  after,  a  murmuring  arose  from  the  want 
ovision,  and  they  openly  expressed  Iheir  regret 
iving  quitted  Egypt.  Again,  howefer,  the  Lord 
culonsly  interposed;  for  he  was  now  disciplining 
reward  children,  and  sud'ering  them  to  fall  into 
s  various  straits,  in  order  that  not  only  they,  but 
uuikind  ihrougb  them,  might  learn  how  cntUelj 


dependant  they  are  on  him  for  tlie  sopplj  of  their 
temporal  wants.  (Dent,  viii.) 

The  nature  of  the  supply  demands  attention.  Be- 
sides a.  multitude  of  quails  which  fell  about  the 
camp  that  evening,  aud  were  taken  in  great  numbers  t 
every  morning  afterwards,  until  their  arrival  in  Ca- 
naan, there  was  foaad  on  tbe  earth  a  small  round 
suhstanee,  lilie  hoar  froal,  wbioh,  if  gathered  before 
suQ-risc,  hardened,  and  required  either  to  be  ground 
in  the  mill  or  pulverized  in  tbe  mortar.  (Numb,  xt.) 
The  people  trailed  it  mmina,  a.  name  derived  from  tbfl 
Hebrew  ^Q,  which  signifies  a  something  unknawn 
and  peculiar  of  its  kind ;  and  this  was  used  by  then 
for  bread,  during  the  whole  period  of  their  sojoara- 
ing  in  the  wilderness.  If  this  substance  was  left  UB 
the  ground  till  after  sun-rise,  it  melted;  and  if  any 
of  it  was  kept  in  their  vessels  until  the  following  daji 
if  bred  worms  and  became  putrid.  But  a  remarkable 
exccptiuu  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  honouring 
the  }>ahbHtb.  On  the  sixth  day  the  people  were  di- 
rected to  gather  double  the  usual  quantity;  being 
admooisliud  that  none  would  fall  on  the  seventh  day, 
but  that  the  Lord  would  ncvcrlhclcas  preserve  it  fram 
corruption  on  that  day,  although  it  was  kept  bcyood 
the  usual  time :  all  which  came  to  pass,  and  thus  did 
God,  on  every  returning  Sabbath,  alTord  a  token  of 
his  power,  and  of  his  hallowing  the  day  of  rest.  The 
fact  is  curious,  as  well  as  instructive  in  a  religiou 
point  of  view,  inasmuch  as  it  proves  that  the  Sab- 
bath was  known  and  observed  among  the  Hebrews 
previous  to  the  giving  of  the  law.  A  pot  of  the 
ras  subsequently  by  divine  commaod  depo- 
sited in  the  ark,  and  kept  uncurruptcd  from  age  to 
age; — a  standing  memorial  of  God's  providential  care 


THE  PROMULGATION   OF  THE   LAW.  69 

of  bis  people,  and  an  emblem  of  the  endaring  and 
incorraptible  character  of  spiritaal  things.' 

Notwithstanding  the  demonstrations  of  the  power, 

>  Much  learned  criticism  has  been  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  manna  was  a  substance  previously  known  ; 
whereby  the  direct  miracle  is  got  rid  of.  Dr.  Milman,  quoting  from 
Seetzen  and  Burckhardt,  states  in  his  History  of  the  Jews,  that  it  is 
now  clearly  ascertained  to  be  a  natural  production,  familiar  to  the 
Arabs,  distilled  from  the  thorns  of  the  tamarisk,  in  the  month  of  June ; 
and  that  the  preternatural  circumstances,  in  tlie  case  of  the  supply  to 
the  Israelites,  consisted  in  the  immense  and  continual  supply  of  it,  and 
in  its  being  preserved  firm  and  sweet  only  for  the  sabbath  day.  That 
this  cannot  be  the  substance  described  by  Moses  will  appear  from 
several  considerations.  1st.  It  is  expressly  called  by  the  Psalmist 
AngeW  food  ^Psalm  Ixxviii.  25),  which  clearly  marks  it  as  a  substance 
not  previously  known  to  man.  2ndly.  It  is  declared  that  the  an- 
cestors or  fathers  of  Israel  knew  not  of  it.  (Dcut.  viii.  3.)  But  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  Jacob,  and  his  twelve  sons,  had  all  of  them  at  different 
periods  gone  from  Canaan  to  Egypt,  and  Moses  bad  been  previously 
well  acquainted  with  this  sam^  wilderness ;  wherefore  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  had  this  been  a  merely  natural  production  of  those  parts 
it  could  have  been  unknown  to  them.  Srdly.  Seetzen  and  Burckhardt 
state,  that  the  substance,  which  they  assume  to  be  the  manna,  is  dis- 
tilled from  the  thorns  of  the  tamarisk.  Bat  this  does  not  consist  with 
the  scripture  description,  that  it/«/Z  vnth  the  dew  upon  the  camp  in  the 
night.  (Numb.  xi.  9.)  4th.  They  declare  that  it  may  be  kept  for  a 
year :  whereas  Moses  states  on  the  contrary,  that  if  it  was  kept  till 
the  next  day,  it  bred  worms  and  stank.  5th.  They  relate  that  what 
they  have  met  with  is  produced  only  in  the  month  of  June,  and  after 
a  wet  season ;  whereas  this  was  first  seen  by  the  Israelites  at  the 
latter  end  of  April  or  beginning  of  May,  after  a  season  of  drought, 
when  they  had  been  murmuring  for  water;  and  was  produced  in 
every  month,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  wilderness,  whither  the  Hebrews 
jonmied.  In  no  one  circumstance  does  the  substance  they  speak  of 
correspond  with  that  described  by  Moses,  excepting  its  having  the 
sweetness  of  honey.  Though  Moses  combines  with  this  also  "  the 
taste  of  fresh  oil,'*  which  they  take  no  notice  of.  In  regard  to  the 
coUmr  also  of  this  substance,  critics  have  differed,  owing  to  its  being 
described  to  be  of  the  colour  of  Bdellium  ;  and  bdellium,  or  bedolah,  is 
assumed  by  some  to  be  a  resinous  gum  of  a  dusky  red  brown,  some- 
what like  myrrh,  but  inwardly  clear,  and  resembling  glue.  But  the 
word  Bedolah,  among  the  Jews,  signifies  a  pearl ;  which  Bochart 
infers  bdellium  to  be,  and  states  that  pearls  are  found  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Pison.  This  agrees  better  with  the  twofold  statement  of 
Moses,  that  it  appeared  as  hoar  frott,  and  that  it  was  white^  like  cori- 
ander  seed.  The  Septuagint  renders  bdeUium,  **  as  crystal,**  and  the 
Syriac  "  white  like  cryttal.** 
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goodness,  and  faitbTuIaess  of  the  Lord,  just  recoDnted, 
OD  the  removal  of  tbc  people  to  Rephldim,  tbey  again 
murmured  at  the  want  of  water,  and  the  spirit  of 
insubordination  proceeded  to  such  a  height,  that 
they  were  about  to  stone  Moses.  Upon  this  he  cried 
to  the  Lord  (his  only  resource  in  such  cases,)  aod 
was  directed  to  go,  accompanied  by  some  of  the 
elders  as  witnesses,  to  a  rock  adjacent,  on  which  the 
Lord  promised  to  stand,  while  Moaes  struck  it  with 
his  rod  :  which  was  no  sooner  done  than  atreams  of 
water  gushed  forth  from  it ;  and  thus  had  the  people 
a  preternatural  supply  of  water,  as  well  as  of  bread,' 

Whilst  the  Hebrews  sojourned  at  Rephidim,  they 
were  suddenly  attacked  by  the  Araalekites :  on  which 
Moses  sent  forth  a  chosen  body  of  men  to  contend 
with  them,  under  the  command  of  Joshua,  bis  chief 
miuister  and  amanuensis,  whilst  he  ascended  the 
neighbouring  height,  with  the  rod  of  God  in  hli 
hand,  and  engaged  in  prayer.  Aaron  and  Hur  aO' 
companied  him;  and  God  so  honoured  his  interces* 

in,  that  while  he  prayed  Joshua  prevailed,  and  if 
tbrongh  weariness  be  ceased,  Amalek  prevailed.  Per- 
ceiving whiob,  his  companions  seated  him  on  a.  stone, 
and  staid  up  his  hands  until  sun-set,  by  which  means 
the  victory  was  secured.  The  entire  event  was  or- 
dered to  be  recorded,  as  an  assurance  that  God  would 
avenge  tliem  upon  Amalek  for  this  unprovoked  at- 
tack, and  blot  uQl  all  traces  of  bim  from  the  earth. 

In  the  third  month,  the  Hebrews  removed  to  the 
wilderness  of  Sinai.'    Hitherto  they  could  hardly  be 
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laid  to  have  had  a  political  existence.  Their  fathers 
were  independent  chlcl'lains  or  emirs,  it  is  Irae  ;  but 
tlieir  history  it  neveribeless  that  of  a  family  or  tribe, 
rather  than  of  a  nation.  In  Eficypt,  thongb  they  he- 
came  sullicicntlj  numerous,  they  were  reduced  to 
slavery  ;  and  thout,'h  now  eniRnclpaled,  jet  had  they 
no  organised  form  of  government,  nor  any  visible 
religious  polity.  At  Ibis  station,  however,  they  were 
to  receive  a  civil  and  ecclesiaslieal  constitution,  and 
to  be  formed  into  a  nation  ;  on  whiuh  occasion  the 
people  were  required  to  sanctiry  themselves  during 
three  days  by  much  solemn  preparation,  at  tlie  end 
of  which  tied  promised  to  appear,' 

On  the  day  appointed,  a  dark  and  lowering  cloud 
Iras  seen  upon  the  mountain,  accompanied  by  lliun- 
dcrand  lightning,  and  other  impressive  phenomena. 
The  mountain  appeared  enveloped  in  lire,  and  shook 
drthquake,  whilst  the  smoke 
,st  furnace  J  and  louder  than 
heard  the  sound  of  a  mighty 
'n  and  intensely  increasing 
luliilude,  including  Moses  him- 
r  and  trembling,  From 
irrifio  manifestation  God 


IS  tlu  Mmmt  <tf  Ih!  B. 


1  ThiB  nompapt  I>  called  "  the  Old  CoTenwit,"  not  with  rcftrence  to 
the  period  or  iu  promulBiHnn,  bat  to  the  time  01  its  being-  aclusUy 
brooght  Into  operatloo.  Tbe  Coyeoant  of  Grace  or  Promlae.  which 
ix  (sUed  the  Ntm  Covcnout.  is  In  reHllty  the  oldest  nf  the  two,  as  to 
tluiperitMloIiironiolBatioD,  being  cuteted  iu 
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called  lo  Moses  to  come  up  to  bim  into  then 
but  threatened  any  other  lh»t  shoald  attempt  it  with 
destruclioD.  For  llie  present  indeed  that  threat  ap^ 
peared  unacccssarj;  for  oa  the  descent  of  Mose), 
tlic  people,  overwheimed  with  terror,  earnestljr  b*- 
soaght  bim  to  be  their  meiliDm  of  coramaDicatiaB 
between  God  and  thctnselvea;  in  which  matter  God 
accepted  them  and  dismissed  them  to  their  tents. 
Thus  Mosea  was  constituted  a  type  of  the  promised 
Messiah,  inasmnch  as,  besides  his  prophetical  cha- 
racter and  headship  over  the  people,  he  became  me- 
diator between  God  and  liis  church. 

Whilst  Moses  was  with  Jehovah  in  the  mounl,  he 
received  from  him  the  code  of  laws  appointed  for 
the  government  oF  the  people,  some  particulars  of 
which  will  be  noticed  present!}'.  These  were  pro- 
claimed  to  the  entire  congregation'  tlirougrb  the 
medium  of  seventy  of  the  elders ;  and  the  people 
with  one  voice  accepted  the  constitution  and  pledged 
themselves  to  obedience.  Upon  this,  Moses  com- 
mitted the  whole  to  writing,  and  having  erected  an 
altar  and  olTercd  sacrifice  thereon,  he  again  read  the 
laws  in  the  audience  of  all  the  people,  who  a  second  . 
lime  vowed  obedience,  and  the  blood  of  the  sacrifiM 
was  sprinkled  on  them  as  a  seal  of  the  pledge  ^iven. 

After  this  ceremony,  the  seventy  elders,  who  had 
previously  been  permitted  to  approach  and  worship 
at  a  lower  range  of  the  mountain,  were  invited  lo 
ascend  up  higher,  and  a  vision  was  granted  to  them 
of  the  God  oflsracl— the  Eternal  Wohd  ;  andthe]> 

>  The  term  cmnrtsalim  docs  not  DKOiBBilly  meBD  the  oiHrt  of  Hit 
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belield,  and  ale  and  drank,  and  continued  nnh 
And  on  their  descent  Moses  again  was  called  up, 
and  ascended  witb  Joshua  crily,  leaving  Aaron  and 
Hur  la  administer  judgment  to  tbe  people  duriDg  his 
absence.  He  remained  now  furty  days  in  Ilic  mount,* 
in  the  course  of  wbich  he  received  further  insiruo- 
tions  concerning-  the  statates  already  delivered  to 
him ;  lie  was  commaDded  to  erect  a  tabernacle,  ac- 
cording to  a  pattern  )(iven  to  him,  for  the  solemn  and 
staled  worship  of  Jehovah  ;  and  he  liually  received 
two  tablets  of  stone,  on  which  were  graven  by  the 
Almighty  liimsclf  ten  of  the  principal  and  more  oom- 
prehensive  commandmerils,  which  ate  emphaliuallf 
designated  "  the  ten  words."  (Esod.ssiiv.  28.  Deut, 
iv.  13;  X,  4.) 

Whilst  Moses  was  thus  having  honor  and  glory 
pat  upon  him  from  God,  a  severe  Itial  awaited  him 
Ob  his  descent.  Notwithstanding  the  exhibition 
which  the  people  had  recently  witnessed  of  the  power 
of  God,  the  lung  and  unexplained  absence  of  their 
leader  was  sulllcient  to  move  iheni  to  oast  off  the 
bonds  of  allegiance  to  Jehovah,  to  treat  bis  servant 
Moses  with  levity  and  contempt,  and  with  an  in- 
conceivable fickleness  and  depravity  to  rush  back  at 
once  into  (lagrant  idolatry.  Though  they  had  so  re< 
cenlly  vowed  that  they  would  have  none  other  gods 


ant  Aaron,    ] 


74  HISTORY    OF    THE 

but  Jehovah,  tlicy  now  congregated  abont  i 
and  importuned  hjm  to  make  ILem  gods;  whilst 
Anron,  who  had  been  lert  as  magistrate  to  restrain 
tbem  from  evil,  is  overcome  by  tbeir  tumultuous  and 
menacing  conduct,  and  shamefullj  yields.  He  de- 
manded of  them  to  bring  him  their  ear-rings,  whicb 
being  readily  contributed,  he  formed  of  tbem  the 
image  of  a  calf;  which  they  received  with  acclama- 
tions, and  exclaimed,  "  These  be  thy  gods,  O  Israel, 
which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt." 
Encouraged  by  this,  Aaron  next  erected  en  altar  to 
it,  and  appointed  a  sacriliGe  and  festival  to  be  holden 
on  the  morrow  :  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in 
order  to  cajole  his  own  conscience,  he  proclatnu  il 
a  feast  to  Jebovab  ;  as  if  it  were  designed  for  hi 
thoDgh  visibly  and  actually  in  honour  of  the  idol.' 

The  Lord  apprised  Moses  of  what  was  now  goin; 
forward  among  the  people,  and  proposed  in  hia  anger 
to  consume  them  all,  and  to  make  of  his  posterity  a 
great  nation  in  their  stead ;  which  called  forth  a 
burst  of  disinterested  patriotism  from  Moses  in  hii 
mediatorial  character,  who  earneslly  deprecated  from 
himself  the  proffered  glory,  and  pleaded  aOectionately 
for  Israel.  And  he  who  by  the  Spirit  moved  fall 
servant  thus  to  entreat  for  his  people,  was  of  couiM 
prepared  to  grant  that,  whicb  was  in  reality  an  inter- 
cession according  to  his  own  will. 
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But  though  Moses  had  thus  aucccsarully  inter- 
ceded for  Israel,  lie  naa  not  wanting  in  holy  zeal  and 
indigDation  against  their  criminal  proceeding.  No 
sooner  did  he  come  tvilhin  sound  of  their  apostate 
revelry,  and  witness  their  dancing  and  festivity,  than 
in  a  transport  of  passion  he  cast  from  him  the  tables 
wbicb  he  bad  received  from  the  Lord,  and  broke 
Ihoae  precepts  literally,  which  Israel  had  already 
broken  morally.  Nor  did  his  aiijcer  end  here.  Ho 
took  the  oalf  which  Ihey  had  made,  and  burnt  it  ia 
the  fire,  and  ground  It  into  powder,  and  mixing  the 
dust  thereof  with  water,  be  compelled  the  Israelites 
to  drink  it.'  He  next  severely  rebuked  Aaron  ;  and 
theti,  at  the  command  of  the  Lord,  directed  the  Lb- 
vitea,  who  bad  now  come  to  bis  aid,  to  take  each  his 
sword,  and  passing  through  the  camp  to  slay  all  that 
they  Diet.  Throe  thousand  persons  thns  paid  the 
penalty  of  this  iransgreBsion  with  their  lives;  and 
Aaron  himself  would  have  been  among  the  number, 
but  for  bis  brother's  sake.  (Dcut.  ix.  20.) 

Having  thus  vindicated  the  honor  of  Jehovah, 
Moses  earnestly  renewed  bis  intercession  for  the 
mass  of  the  people,  which  the  Lord  graciously  heark- 
ened to,  and  spared  the  remainder  of  Israel;  though 

'  Tbv   fDllDATltig  obBCTvadonfl    br   M.  Go^et    on    CMa   aabject^ 
""  lent  EjjptianB,  will 
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lie  nevertheless  brought  many  (ilagiies  on  them  aPler- 
wards,  expressly  oD  Rcconnt  of  lliis  transaction.  {Ex. 

Moses  was  now  again  invited  up  into  the  Moanl, 
where  he  continned  another  forty  days,  daring  whicb 
period  the  law  wna  renewed,  and  strict  injunctioiu 
added  against  intermurrying  with  the  idolatrous  ni- 
tions  round  ahciul,  or  attending  llieir  feasts  o 
fices ;- — a  prohibition  rendered  the  more  necessary  by 
the  recent  transgression  of  the  people.  At  this  time 
also  Moses  made  particular  request  to  God  to  be  per- 
mitted to  behold  his  e'ory.  What  his  precise  e>- 
pectation  was  is  not  ohvions  ;  though  by  the  answer 
given,  that  no  man  could  behold  tlie/n« 
of  the  Lord  and  live,  it  probably  had  a  reference  to 
that  effulgent  light  or  glory  in  which  God  dwcllelb, 
and  to  which  no  man  in  his  present  fallen  condilion 
can  approach.  (1  Tim.  vi.  IG.)  The  facthowi 
mauds  the  notice  of  the  historian,  inasmuch  as  it  led 
to  a  declaration  of  certain  attributes  of  the  God  of 
the  Hebrews,  which  serve  more  folly  to  develope  li 
cbaracler.  A  voice  proclaimed  a  glory  to  MOM) 
which  was  as  yet  but  little  considered,  though  < 
tinually  experienced  by  the  Hebrews  ;  and  God  was 
announced  as  "The  Lord,  tbe  Lord  God,  merciful 
and  gracious,  long-salTeriug,  and  abundant  in  ^od- 
ness  and  truth ;  keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgir- 
iog  iniquity,  and  transgression  and  sin  ;  but  that  will 
by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  i  visiting  the  iniquitjpflf ' 
the  fathers  upon  the  children,  and  upon  the  children^ 
children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation." 
contrast  with  the  gods  worsliipped  by  tbe  natiMM 
round  about  was  striking.  None  of  them  e 
landed  to  the  altribalea  of  love,  mercy,  forbearanof 
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sad  lonf^-saffenDg :  on  the  contraiy.  crnellj  sad 
impuritj  were  the  general  characlerislics  both  of  the 
healhen  deities  aodttieir  worshippers.  And  the  faci, 
that  the  Hebrews  did  oevcrtheless  continually  revolt 
from  a  God  so  traosceading  in  glory,  and  turned  to 
nrelclied  idols,  can  only  be  accounied  fur  b;  a  »iew 
of  llie  nalniHl  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  with  ibe 
corrnpt  propensities  of  which  the  abominalions  of 
idolatry  are  congenial. 

Having  finally  descended,  Moses  next  commeneed 
preparations  for  erecting  the  laberoacle.  The  people 
were  invited  to  make  offerings  for  the  work  of  the 
most  costly  articles  possessed  by  them ; — gold,  silver 
Rnd  brass  ;  blue,  pnrple,  scarlet  and  fine  linen  ;  bad- 
gers', goats' and  rams' skins,  the  latter  being  djed 
red ;  onyx  and  other  precious  stones ;  shitlira  wood, 
and  oil,  and  spices  for  the  offerings,  &c.  And  to 
their  credit,  in  this  inslaocc.  it  is  recorded,  thai  they 
oBered  so  willingly  and  abondantly,  notwithstanding 
the  great  quantity  required,  that  Muses  was  obliged 
10  cause  proclamation  to  be  made  throughout  the 
camp,  to  restrain  them  from  bringing  more. 

[a-m.  Salj.]  The  reoiaindet  of  the  year  was  occn- 
|»ed  in  preparation  ;  at  the  eod  of  which,  all  being 
completed  and  approved,  ou  the  tirsi  day  of  IliE 
second  year  of  Israel's  deliverance,  the  Tabernacle 
was  reared  op  with  great  solemnity  without  the  camp. 
No  sooner  was  it  erected,  than  the  bright  cloud  or 
shecbinah  descended  upon  it  and  covered  ii,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  it.  On  the  seventh  day 
after  it  was  reared  up,  (i.e.  on  the  8ih  day  of  the 
monlb,)  the  first  sacriGces  were  oOcred  in  its  courts, 
an  which  occasion  fire  came  oat  from  before  the 
Lord,    and   consumed   the    burnt-offering   upon   the 
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altar,  as  b  token  of  hia  acceptance  of  it ;  which  when 

the  people  saw,  they  shonled  and  fell  on  their  Taces. 

After  tho  tabe rD ac I e- worship  was  thus  cornmenced, 
the  symlMl  of  the  Divine  presence  constaolly  reated 
upon  it,  when  the  people  were  required  to  rest ;  and 
arose  from  oS  it,  as  a  sjgonl  that  they  were  to  march ; 
the  appearance  being,  as  before,  that  of  a  clond  by 
day,  and  of  fire  by  niglit.  And  the  Lord  pat  this 
diatingnishing  honor  apon  Moses,  that  when  he  re- 
sorted to  Ibe  tabernacle  for  counsel,  the  Shccbinah 
descended  from  over  iis  roof  to  the  door,  and  pre- 
vented all  other  entrance;  and  thus  Jehovah  c 
ferred  face  to  face,  as  it  were,  with  Mosea,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  people  :  oa  whom  the  effect  of 
this  testimony  was  so  impressive,  and  begat  in  then 
SDch  a  reverence  for  Moses,  that  whenever  on 
occasions  be  proceeded  to  the  tabernacle,  they  tom 
up  to  the  door  of  Iheir  tents,  and  followed  him  with 
their  ejea;  and  when  the  Shecbinah  descended,  the 
whole  simultaneously  worshipped  the  Lord,  each  in 
the  door  of  his  lent. 

Scarcely  was  the  public  worship  of  God  esla- 
bliabed,  when  Aaron  was  called  to  endure  amo- 
tion, arising  from  the  criminal  indiScrence  of  fail 
sons  Nadab  and  Abihn,  who  were  appointed  priests. 
Disregarding  the  appointed  ritual,  they  offered  strsBp 
fire  (or,  as  some  think,  strange  incense,)  in  their  cen- 
sers. It  was  a  Ronterapt  of  His  express  commandi  in 
this  matter,  which  the  Lord  thought  proper  to  visit 
severely  in  the  outset ;  that  all  might  be  impressed 
with  the  importance  which  he  attaches  t( 
ordination  to  his  ordinances.  They  were  accordintlj 
struck  dead  by  lire  from  the  Lord  ;  and  Aaron  w 
forbidden  to  manifest  any  of  the  nsoal  demon strationt 
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of  grief.  From  llie  precept  which  imniedialely  fol- 
lows the  relation  of  this  event,  viz.— "that  the  sons  of 
Aaron  shoold  not  drink  wine  nor  strong  drink,  when 
the;  go  into  the  tabernacle."  it  has  been  inferred 
that  they  were  in  a  .slate  of  intoxication  when  they 
commitlei]  this  oflencc. 

ka  itnportanl  moililicatinn  in  the  manner  of  ad- 
ministering judgment  waH  adopted  also  ahout  this 
period,  which  arose  from  Jetliro,  the  father-in-law  of 
Moses,  visiling  the  camp.  Observing  the  ardaons 
Isboors  of  Moses,  who  both  presided  as  Jadge  in  all 
natters  of  litigation,  and  expounded  the  statutes  re- 
cently given  to  them,  Jeihro  suggested  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  more  numerous  magistracy,  who  might  hear 
and  determine  ordinary  suits,  whilst  Moses  should 
reserve  the  more  difficult  cases  for  himself,  and  con- 
tinue bis  stated  instructions  to  the  people  on  the 
new  ordinances.  The  suggestion  was  approved,  and 
Moses  appointed  magistrates  of  various  ranlc,  having 
jarisdiotion  over  thousands,  hundreds,  fifties,  and 
some  even  over  so  limited  a  number  as  ten  families.' 

Another  modilicalion  of  the  civil  government  fol- 
lowed soon  after;  the  immediate  occasion  of  which 
was  the  continued  mutinous  and  diseontenled  spirit 
o[  the  people,  who  now  began  to  loath  the  manna 
which  was  sent  them,  and  to  lust  for  ilesh,  whilst  the 
voice  of  weeping  and  regret  for  their  former  diet  in 
Egypt  (which  had  consisted  chiefly  of  fish,  melons, 
cQcambers,  leeks,  onions,  and  garlick.  Numb.  xi.  5.) 
Has  to  be  heard  in  every  tent.    Moses  was  greatly  dis- 

<  Till!  dracendnna  of  Jethrg  huve  been  fonoil  still  enUtiog  in  Ihc 


•  Moses  Eoa- 
t  of  difficaltj,  Ud 
Lnd  dircctioDj. 
Tbit  council  doet 
i  I  he  office  of 
m  fwti— rfy  ■ppiMili*  hj  1I*S(«  to  be  rulers  of 
lfcl»iwfa>  fcaiiilriilii.  lie.;  M  tbe  contrary,  trhen  Uie 
pMpb  wvN  M  ttoftk  settled  ia  OuMan,  these  eti- 
)  of  BantGipal  uasis- 


SooM  as  thr  setentj  cldeis  were  cod Tenei),  the  Lord 


nb.aattlwni3DO  exiuBS  unfinDDr  this  coancU  in  tiic  Botf 
~JiH«  until  Che  dme  of  Christ,    At  the  sbiuc  l3i» 

BvmhLnic  beinr  eonsult^d,  corL£[stin£  or  elders,  Kc-,  anddv- 


THE  FROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAW.  81 

IB  n  Signal  manner  recognised  and  established  their 
aathority  before  the  people,  by  granting  to  them  the 
Mune  spirit  of  prophecy  which  he  had  Yoachsafed  to 
Moses;  and  a  circumstance  occurred  on  this  occa- 
sion, which,  as  it  afforded  an  evidence  of  the  humi- 
Jlty  of  Moses,  and  will  hereafter  also  require  notice, 
■lay  be  recorded  in  its  proper  place.  Two  of  the 
lerenty,  named  Eldad  and  Medad,  being  ceremoni- 
ally unclean,  were  not  assembled  with  the  rest,  when 
the  Spirit  was  poured  out ;  but  they  were  neverthe- 
less visited  by  the  divine  afflatus  whilst  tarrying  in 
the  camp,  and  b^an  to  prophesy;  which  circum- 
stance being  communicated  to  Moses,  Joshua  urged 
him  to  forbid  them ;  but  Moses  answered,  "  Enviest 
thou  for  my  sake  ?— Would  to  God  that  all  the  Lord's 
people  were  prophets,  and  that  the  Lord  would  put 
his  Spirit  upon  them  ! '' 

But  though  the  Lord,  by  the  appointment  of  this 
ooancil,  thus  relieyed  Moses,  his  displeasure  was  at 
the  same  time  kindled  against  the  murmurers.  He 
caused  a  fire  to  burst  forth  upon  them,  which  proved 
calamitous  to  those  who  were  on  the  skirts  of  the 
camp ;  (Numb.  xi.  1,)  and  he  visited  the  whole  with 
a  chastisement  in  kind,  their  own  lust  being  made  the 
means  of  inflicting  it  upon  them.  He  caused  vast 
quantities  of  quails  again  to  fall  exhausted  about  the 
camp ;  on  which  the  people  went  greedily  forth,  and 
picked  them  up  in  abundance.  The  gluttony  indulged 
on  this  occasion  produced  a  pestilence,  which  proved 
fatal  to  multitudes,  insomuch  that  it  is  recorded  as 
«  a  very  great  plague."  These  things  took  place  after 
they  had  broken  up  from  Mount  Sinai,  at  a  station 
afterwards  named  Kihroth  Hattaavah,  which  signifies 
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"the  graves  of  the  greedy,"  because  there  they  bnried 
those  who  died  from  this  pestilence. 

Scarcely  had  this  chastiaemeiit  passed  awaj,  when 
a  new  source  of  uneasiness  arose  to  Moses,  the  authors 
of  which  trere  no  other  than  Aaron  and  Miriam.  Thgy 
trerEeoTioDS,  it  seems,  of  the  exclusive  distinction 
which  God  put  upon  Moses  io  his  communicatiOM 
with  him;  though  there  is  divine  lestimoDy  i 
behalf,  that  no  nian  could  have  carried  himself  vill 
more  of  meekness,  or  have  been  less  sssuming  under 
so  great  honour.  Miriam  acted  the  chief  part  in  tin 
sedition,  alleging,  as  the  pretended  ground  of  diau 
tiafaction,  that  the  wife  of  Moses  was  a  foreigner: 
apparently  availing  herself  of  the  recent  commaad 
against  intermarritiges  wiih  stranjiers.  Both  iM 
and  Aaron  arrogantly  claimed  equality  with  MoMi 
on  the  ground  that  God  had  as  much  spoken  hylbM 
as  by  him ;  for  hoth  were  endued  with  the  Spirit  of 
prophecy.  The  Lord  however  suddenly  inlerruplti 
the  controversy  by  demanding  their  presence  atllM 
tabernacle  ;  where  he  vindicated  Moses,  rebuked  Ui 
accusers,  and  smote  Miriam,  who  appears  to  I 
been  the  moat  colpable,  with  leprosy-     Aaron 

I  Bbt  is  caUcd  Id  the  sacrM  namtlie  h  Cmhili,  (Kumta.  OLU 
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agaib  hambled,  and  entreated  Moses  to  intercede  for 
Miriam:  with  wLjch  enlrealy  Moiei  readily  com- 
plied, and  she  was  healed,  Sbo  was  Devertlieless  or- 
dered lo  be  put  out  of  the  camp  for  a  week  :  and  the 
march  of  the  people,  though  llie  cloud  was  taken  up, 
Has  delayed  during  that  period,  tliat  tier  public  dis- 
grace might  be  more  evident,  and  operate  as  a  warn- 
JDg  lo  others. 

[A.H.  2514.]— The  Uebrews  having  oext  arrived  at 
H  place  afterwards  called  Kaitesh  Barnea,  oo  the 
borders  of  Canaan,  Moses,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
people,  sent  forth  spies  to  explore  the  country.  One 
person  of  distiucliun  was  chosen  fruin  each  tribe  for 
this  important  service,  Joshua  being  selected  out  of 
Ephraim,  and  Caleb  out  of  Judali.  The  remaining 
ten  appear  to  have  been  terror  struck ;  and  ou  their 
return  reported  among  the  people,  that  the  country 
swarmed  with  inliab'rlants,  that  some  of  them  were 
giants,  and  that  their  cities  were  walled  up  to  hea- 
ven ;  and  though  they  bad  brought  to  Moses,  as  spe- 
cimens of  the  fruits  of  the  land,  pomegranates  and 
Ggsof  superior  growth,  and  a  bunchof  grapes  of  such 
aiuasing  size  that  it  was  obliged  to  be  borne  by  two 
nCtbem  upon  a  staff,  yet  they  equally  misrepresented 
ibe  character  of  the  country,  asserting  that  it  was  so 
'lerile  as  to  eat  up  its  inhabitants,  instead  of  aup- 
pOTting  Ibeni.  Palpable  as  was  the  conirt 
lietweea  such  a  statement  and  ibe  previously  alleged 
njriada  and  gianlstatureof  lheiuhabitiints,the  fears 
»ti  prejudices  of  the  multitude  were  nevertheless  too 
(liilj  wrought  npon,  and  a  general  consternation 
^read  throughout  the  camp.  The  night  was  passed 
'a  womanish  Mailings  and  complaints;  Iheylaniented 
<'Vcr  tbeir  little  ones,  as  if  they  were  a  certain  prey 
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Ibe  morniag  Ihey  aetoftlty  » 
I  proceeded  to  cboose  &  leader 
into  E^ypt.  In  »ain  did 
>ut  to  disabuse  tbem  ol 
Tain  did  Ihey  ei- 
tkat  the  Canaaoitei  «ett 
tbat  if  Israel  did  btl 
p«t  their  Ifvttu  God  tbcj  woald  easily  previil: 
^m  wfcilt  — Hit»de  called  Mit  to  stone  them;  and 
bMh  tbey  aad  Hoses  aad  Aaraq  would  have  fnllei 
U  Ihek  tiokace,  bad  not  the  glory  of  (ht 
ftim  iwdicalj  appeared,  and  awed  them  iolo 

•t  only  repeatedly  protokH 
Ibr  ^iril  of  Ae  l^HI,  notvithsundiog  ifae  signs  »iA 
wil«ra  *ad  ibe  abvadant  mercies  manifested  It 
Iben  i  b«t  tbe;  bad  ui  ikis  instance  "  despiaed  U( 
IplMsaat  taad,**  a»d  nadc  light  of  the  promised  glorj. 
H«  tbenfbn  m»v  pcocwds  lo  exeeote  severe  jadf 
■wot  apoa  Ibetki  Tbe  tu  ctdcts.  who  by  their  nii- 
npnaeatatioas  bad  exciled  tbissedilion.  were  smitm 
■ith  Ike  pUsa«  and  UMMediatel;  cat  off.  And  lit 
wkolepopulaiMtiaboicSOyearsora^c  were  dooiDMl 
m  vxolasiOB  Ijnmb  Caaaan,  ami  to  wander  in  the  iriJ- 
ilenKSs,  VBtil  tbe  whole  ttl  them  sbould  be  overtaken 
by  d<«tli.  On  tbe  otbcr  haikd.  Caleb  and  Josbna  were 
honoured  by  distinguished  pnunises  to  ibem  and  their 
Ikmilics. 

Tbe  fruil$  of  this  rebellion,  and  also  of  ibe  ap»' 
lacy  of  the  people  in  the  iDstaDce  of  the  calf,  ue 
inatnictiire  in  a  national  point  of  \iew.  Hcd  in 
prane  lu  Ire*!  what  they  call  merely  political  offences 
wilh  lightness;  and  the  plagues  which  may  fDlIo* 
are  allribuled  to  accidental  or  independent  causes; 
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bat  these  two  instances  clearly  evince,  that  national 
delinqaencies  are  in  doe  season  sore  to  he  overtaken 
by  national  chastisements. 

The  perverseness  of  the  people  now  exhibited  itself 
in  an  opposite  manner.  Afflicted  at  the  sentence  an- 
Boanced  to  them  by  Moses,  and  desiroas  to  wipe  off 
the  reproach  of  their  previous  pasillanimity,  they  de- 
termined of  their  own  accord,  and  spite  of  the  re- 
monstrances of  Moses,  to  attack  the  inhabitants  of 
the  hill-coantry  before  them.  Ascending^  therefore 
into  Mount  Hor  without  their  leader,  and  without 
the  ark  of  the  covenant,  they  were  discomfited  by  the 
combined  forces  of  the  Amalekites  and  Canaanites, 
and  pursued  with  considerable  loss  to  Hormah.^ 

One  might  have  concluded,  that  the  chastisements, 
which  invariably  fell  upon  this  people  for  their  trans- 
gressions, would  have  proved  sufficient  to  convince 
them  of  the  vanity  and  danger  of  walking  contrary 
to  the  way  of  God's  appointment.  But  soon  after 
the  events  just  recorded,  a  rebellion  broke  out  of  a 
more  formidable  character  than  any  which  had  pre- 
ceded it.  It  was  produced  by  the  ambition  of  Korah, 
a  Levite  of  distinction,  who  secretly  coveted  the 
office  of  high  priest,  now  enjoyed  by  Aaron ;  and  two 
Renbenite  chieftains,  named  Dathan  and  Abiram, 
who  were  equally  ambitious  to  wrest  the-  civil  an- 

*  These  Amalekites  were  Arabians,  descendants  of  Cush,  and  are 
sometimes  called  HoHte»t  from  their  location  in  moant  Hor,  where 
this  action  took  place.  The  Canaanites  who  nnited  with  them  on  this 
occasion  are  in  Dent.  i.  called  AmoHtet,  all  Canaan  beingr  sometimes 
termed,  "the  land  of  the  Amorite.*'  (See  Amos  ii.  9,  10,  and  note, 
pagre  9.)  This  same  Moont  Hor  is  likewise  called  Mount  Seir ;  not 
lliat  it  is  the  same  with  that  Seir,  east  of  Jordan,  in  the  land  of  Moab, 
which  Esau  took  possession  of;  but  becaose  Seir,  a  descendant  of 
his,  conquered  and  drove  oat  the  inhabitants.  He  is  called,  by  way 
of  distinction,  '*  Seir  the  Horite."  Gen.  xxxvi.  80. 


tliorit;  from  the  hands  of  Moses.'  By  their  personal 
influence,  and  by  plausible  Hnd  artful  statements  of 
a  democralic  tendency,  thoy  drew  into  their  con- 
ipiracj  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  principal  chiefs 
end  ralers,  together  with  their  numerous  depcndanti. 
They  questioned  the  right  of  Moses  to  the  sote- 
Tcignty  exercised  by  him,  and  of  Aaron  to  the  prieit- 
hood;  and  Ihey  insisted  upon  the  claim  of  ererj' 
individual  of  the  coogre^ation  to  have  a  share  in  the 
gOTernmenl,  and  to  offer  incense  to  the  Lord  in  their 
own  persons.  They  aflected  to  be  moved  in  all  tbit 
by  a  zeal  for  Jehovah,  a  superior  measure  of  consid- 
eration for  his  people,  and  a  desire  to  advance  the 
interests  of  religion;  whilst  at  the  same  time  they 
were  pursuing-  measures  directly  calculated  to  sob- 
Tert  the  ordinances  of  God's  appointment.  Every 
man's  pride  however  was  flattered,  and  his  uatar&l 
envy  gratified,  by  doctrines  which  degraded  tbeit 
rulers  to  their  own  level,  and  asserted  the  ciinal  holi- 
ness and  dignity  of  the  entire  congre{;ation ;  and 
they  readily  therefore  look  part  in  the  rebellion. 

Bnt  the  Lord  was  not  slow  to  vindicate  his  own 
majesty  and  the  authority  of  his  anointed  delegate*. 
At  his  command  Moses  directed  Korah  and  the  3H 
nobles  to  take  each  a  censer,  and  to  lay  inceOM 
thereon,  and  to  appear  on  the  morrow  before  iht 
tabernacle ;  declaring  that  the  Lord  would  then  make 
manifest  whom  be  had  chosen.    He  likewise  sniD- 
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mooed  Dalhao  and  Abirau  to  coiae  up,  bat  the; 
Qally  refused,  and  returDcd  au  iosultiog  answer.     At 
Ibe  lime  appointed  Korah  appeared,  but  wilb  a  mca- 
aciDg  and  imposio);   altitude  ;   being  accompanied 
I       not  only  b;  the  nobles  whose  attendance  was  re- 
quired, bnt  also  bj  a  large  niallituds  of  tbc  people. 
The  seventy  ehoHcn  elders,  with  their  families  and 
followers,  seem  to  have  formed  the  only  exceptions 
to  the  revolt,  and  to  bave  been   equally  tlic  objects 
of  Ihc  popular  odium. 
^    f  Jhe  glory  of  Jehovab  again  appeared,  and  Moses 
^L^hw  proceeded   to   admonisb   the   whole   assembly, 
^^Hp^U  tbese  evil  men  (meaning  tbeir  leaders,)  should 
^^^l^lili  ordinary  death,  then  it   should  be  understood 
\       that  the  Lord  had  not  spoken  by  him  ;  but  that  if  the 
Lord  should  make  a  new  thing  cume  to  pass,  and 
the  earth  should  open  her  mouth  and  swallow  them 
Dp  alive,  then  they  were  to  understand  that  it  was 
the  testimony  of  God  to  his  authority.     He  next  pro- 
ceeded with  the  seventy  to  the  lenls  of  Dathan  and 
Abiram,  and  warned  the  people  to  remove  from  their 
vicinity  and  depart,  lest  they  also  should  be  involved 
in  their  calamity.     Whilst  the  people  hut  slowly 
moved  away,  the  ground  clave  asunder,  and  Ihe  tenti 
of  Dathan  and  Abiram  went  down,  with  their  in- 
mates shrieking,  into  the  yawning  chasm;  whilst  at 
the  same  moment  lire  came  forth  from  the  Lord,  and 
burnt  up  Korab  and  the  nobles  who  stood  before  the 
tabernacle.  1 


ei  trbluli  will  chtttactorlM  the  apuBlac]'  of 
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Tbe  inanrreclion  however  was  not  even  now  anb- 
diied.  No  sooner  bttil  the  beholders  recovered  from 
their  lerror,  than  they  began  to  accuse  Moses  and 
Aaron  of  being  tbe  murderers  of  God's  people ;  their 
perverted  sympalhies  being  excited  iri  behalf  of  tbe 
enemies  of  God  ;  and  their  mnriDnrings  being  in 
reality  directed  against  Jehovah  himself,  by  wboie 
Spirit  Moses  had  denounced  tbe  rebels  nnd  predicted 
tbe  manner  of  their  death.  But  tbe  tender  meiciet 
of  the  nicked  are  always  cruel.  If  by  tbe  exercise 
of  a  spurious  charity  they  could  have  prevented  tbe 
panishroent  of  the  transgressors,  a  state  of  confosion 
and  apostacy  would  have  followed,  which  would  have 
involved  tbe  whole  multitude  in  destruction  :  and  ai 
it  was,  they  provoked  further  chastisement,  and 
bronght  wrath  thereby  upon  the  congregation;  who 
were  smitten  with  pestilence  whilst  they  were 
atill  gathered  together.  Moses  no  sooner  perceived 
this  farther  calamity,  than,  forgetting  his  wrongt, 
he  directed  A.arOD  immediately  to  take  a  censer, 
and  make  intercession  ;  whereby  tbe  plagne  was 
stayed,  though  not  till  it  had  destroyed  14,700 
persons. 

God  condescended  in  conclusion  to  give  a  fartiier 
testimony,  by  way  of  shewing  whom  be  had  ohoaen 
to  tbe  priestbooil.  He  commanded  each  tribe  lo 
take  a  rod  of  the  almond  tree,  and  inscribe  on  il  the 
of  the  prince  of  their  tribe,  and  lo  deposit  the 
whole  in  the  tabernacle;  promising  that  the  rod  of 
the  family  which  be  had  chosen  should  bud.  On  the 
tbe  rod  of  Aaron  was  found  bearing  leavei, 
blossoms,  and  even  fruit;  whereupon  it  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  np  with  the  furniture  of  the  sanctuary,  for 
J)  perpetual  memorial   against  the  rebels,  and  to 
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tabid  Ifae  people  of  Uie  Irae  source  of  the  authority 
of  the  sons  of  Levi. 

[a.u.  2533.]  About  37  years  now  pa.<scil  away, 
during  nhich  lillle  is  recorded  but  tiie  journeytngsof 
Ibe  people  from  one  place  lo  another,  until  they  ar- 
rived in  the  nildeiness  of  Zin,  or  Taio.  Here  Miriam 
died;  and  here  Ihe  people  were  agaio  distressed  for 
Tant  of  water.  Mcisl  of  that  generation  which  had 
seen  the  miracle  al  the  rock  in  Horeb  we 
oeased  ;  and  it  baa  been  asserted,  of  the  ^enerBtion 
which  bad  risen  up  in  Iheir  place,  that  they  v 
more  trained  to  obedience  to  Jehovah  by  the  judg- 
meats  and  wonders  Ihey  had  bo  repeatedly  witnessed.' 
Bat  the  hi»Iary  does  not  bear  out  the  remark  :  for  do 
sooner  were  Ihey  proved  by  the  Lord,  it 
DBQiier  as  (heir  fathers,  than  they  immediately  be- 
trayed the  same  spirit  as  their  fathers  ;  n 
against  God  and  against  Moses,  and  regreding  that 
they  bad  not  died  with  those  who  perished  in  the  last 
rebellion.  The  Lord  agaiti  purposed  lu  afford  them 
amitacalous  supply,  and  he  commanded  Moses  t 
speak  to  the  rock  which  was  now  before  them.  Bat  , 
in  this  instance  Moses  failed,  and  came  short  of  lbs 
Klory  of  God,  He  appears  lo  have  been  c 
cited  and  perturbed  in  spirit,  and  to  have  struck  ihe 
lOck  with  his  rod,  inslead  of  only  speaking  ti 
directed  ;  and  contrary  lo  the  meekness  and  humility 
for  which  he  was  so  eminent,  he  spake  unadvisedly 
with  his  lips,  (Psalm  cvi.  32,  33,)  calling-  the  people 
rebeU,  and  asking  "Shall  we  bring  you  water  out  of 
Iliia  rock?" — as  if  the  power  of  so  doing  belonged  to 
3d  himself.    The  Lord  refused  not  his  tesli- 
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monj,  and  the  waters  again  f^uslied  forth  ;  but  he 
nevertliele.is  charged  botb  Moses  and  ABron  with  dd- 
belief  and  rebellion  against  liis  word,  and  with  (Ul- 
iag  to  sanclif^  bim  ;  declaring  tliat  they  should  not 
have  the  pri?ilege  of  leading  Israel  into  Canaaii.' 
(Numb.  XX.  12,  24.)  To  many  the  oOence  of  Mosea 
will  probably  appear  but  trivial ;  and  tbey  will  nc 
der  that  a  man,  who  bad  exhibited  so  much  faith  a 
meekness,  and  had  endnred  auab  repealed  provooa- 
tions  fruDi  his  countrymen,  when  disioterestcdl; seek- 
ing their  welftire,  should,  fur  failing  to  glorify  Ciod 
on  one  trying  occasion,  be  punished  in  like  manoet 
with  those  who  were  misled  by  the  report  of  the  spieii 
The  event  is  calculated  to  set  forth  only  so  muob  Ibe 
morostrikingly  the  holiness  and  jealousy  of  God,  who 
will  not  pass  over  in  those,  who  are  more  cmiDentJj 
partakers  of  bis  grace,  what  might  possibly  be  ivinked 
at  in  men  of  inferior  spiritual  attainments.  That  lh< 
sentence  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ultimate  portion 
of  Moses  is  evident  from  bis  being  ages  afterwardi 
seen  transfigured  in  glory  on  Mount  Taborj  but  God 
considered  the  effect  of  Moses'  example  upon  otberi; 
and  for  tkeir  takes  inflicted  temporal  punishment 
upon  him.  (Deut.  iti.  20.  Luke  ix.3U.  31.) 

Aaron  died  shortly  after  Diis  event,  in  the  123rd 
year  of  bis  age,  and  was  buried  on  the  top  of  Mount 
Hor :  where  the  place  of  his  interment  is  still  conspi- 
cuous. After  having  monrned  for  him  thirty  days,  the 
people  set  forth  to  compass  the  land  of  Edom,  with  a 
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parpose  at  length  or  actually  enlering  Canaan.  For 
the  Edomites  had  sternlj'  rcraaed  to  gi*e  Ihem  a  pas- 
sage throngh  their  terrilones,  lliougb  thty  offered 
payment  for  the  supplies  tliey  might  require;  and 
they  were  striotly  forbidden  by  the  Lord  to  attack  the 
Edomiles.  and  slso  the  Moabites  and  Ammonitrs, 
because  they  were  brethren ;  tlie  one  bcio);,  as 
already  related,  the  children  of  Esnu,  nnil  the  two 
latter  the  posterity  of  the  dBDghlern  or  Lot.  The  cir- 
CDit  which  Ihe  people  were  conseqaently  obliged  to 
make  led  them  by  the  moat  rugged  and  desolate  part 
of  the  wilderness,  and  they  again  broke  out  into  mur- 
Dinring  against  Mosea.  God  chastised  them  in  this 
instance  by  bringing  on  them  multitudes  of  serpents, 
having  the  appearance  of  fire,  and  whose  bite  was  so 
xmomous  that  a  great  mortalily  ensued.  The  people 
in  this  instance  humbly  acknowledged  their  sin ;  and 
when  Moses  interceded  Tor  them,  God  directed  him 
Id  make  the  resemblance  of  one  of  these  serpents  in 
brass,  and  to  rear  it  up  on  a  pole,  declaring  that 
those  wbo  should  go  forth  and  look  upon  it  should  be 
healed:  which  accordingly  came  to  pass,  in  the  in- 
ilance  of  all  whose  faith  and  obeclience  led  them  to 
comply  with  tbe  means  prescribed.* 

A  aeries  of  military  achievements  concludes  the 
bisloi;  of  tbe  wanderings  of  Israel  in  tbe  wilder- 
ness. In  the  previous  year,  while  stationed  at  Ka- 
desb,  tbey  had  had  a  soccessful  encountar  with  a 
body  of  Canaanites,  whom  they  utterly  destroyed  at 
Horniab  ;  thus  wiping  out  the  disgrace  of  tbe  defeat. 
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which  they  had  formerlr  experienced  at  the  aame 
place.  And  now  on  their  arrival  at  the  lerrilor;  of 
the  Amorites  they  seat  an  embassy  to  request  per- 
mission also  to  paaa  through  their  land  in  a  frieadly 
manner,  promising  to  commit  no  damage,  and  to  pay 
for  all  they  mijcht  need.  The  request  was  not  only 
refused,  but  Sihon  their  king,  rendered  conlident  by 
recent  victories  Ofcr  the  Moabites,  from  whom  he 
had  wrested  Heshhon  and  many  other  cities,  (Numb, 
sxi.  26.)  suddenly  fell  upon  the  Israelites  at  Jahas; 
being  infatuated  to  make  this  attack,  as  a  jud^meut 
upon  him  from  God  whom  he  had  o&cndcd.  (Deal, 
ii.  30.)  He  accordingly  met  with  a  signal  defeat; 
and  the  Hebrews  took  from  him  Heshbon,  his  new 
capital,  and  all  the  towns  from  Arnon  to  Jabbok; 
and  pashiog  on  a  considerable  force  to  Jaazer,  tbej 
destroyed  or  expelled  the  inhabitants  in  that  direc- 
tion. This  is  the  lirst  time  in  the  history  of  Israel 
that  they  became  pos.sessed  of  towns  and  villages. 

Continuing  their  march  by  the  way  of  Basbao,  an- 
other enemy  presented  himself  in  the  person  of  Og, 
likewise  an  AmoHte  prince,  and  of  such  gigantic 
stature  that  his  iron  couch  was  nine  cubits  long.  He 
came  against  Israel  with  all  his  forces  at  Edrei;  but 
the  Lord  delivered  him  also  into  their  hand,  and  they 
overthrew  and  utterly  destroyed  him.  These  two 
victories  are  frequently  referred  lo  in  the  sacred  songt 
or  psalms  of  the  Israelites,  By  this  second  conquest 
they  became  possessed  of  sixty  additional  walled 
cities,  and  were  masters  of  the  country  on  the  east 
of  Jordan  from  the  river  Arnon  to  mount  Hermon. 

After  these  things  the  entire  people  encamped  in 
their  newly  acquired  territory,  in  the  plains  on  the 
banks  of  the  Jordan   opposite  Jericho.     This  poai- 
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lion  brought  them  iolo  the  vtcinit;  of  Balak,  the 
king  of  Moab,  who  not  withstanding  what  had  been 
n-rested  from  him  bj  Sihon  was  slitl  powerful-  Struck 
with  terror  at  Ilie  signal  victories  of  the  Hebrews,  he 
made  a  leagne  against  them  with  the  Alidianites, 
and  Ihe  Ammonites  residing  at  Ar,  who  had  alio  boen 
coDquered  b;  him. 

There  dwelt  at  this  time  at  Pelhor  In  Mesopota- 
mia an  eminent  diviner  or  soothsajer,  named  Ba- 
laam. (Joshua  xiii.  22.)  He  appears  to  have  been 
not  altogether  unacqaainted  with  Jehovah,  and  to 
have  been  honoured  by  him  at  times  with  divine 
eotnmnnicationa  ;  but  covctouaneas  and  ambition 
were  his  besetting  sins,  to  promote  which  he  scra- 
pled  not,  when  Ihe  Lord  vouchsafed  him  no  commu- 
nication, to  resort  to  the  practices  of  magic'  From 
the<e  circumstances,  combined  with  much  natural 
shrewdness,  he  had  obtained  an  extensive  repuia* 
lion ;  and  Balak  concluding  that,  if  he  could  but  ob- 
tain the  blessing  of  Balaam  on  himself,  and  his  curse 
against  Israel,  his  object  would  be  accomplished, 
sent  to  him  an  embassy.  Being  strictly  admonished 
of  God  on  this  occasion,  Balaam  refused  to  accom- 
pany the  embassy;  but  on  another  being  sent  to  him, 
consisting  of  princes  of  superior  rank,  having  autho- 
rity to  assure  him  ofpromotion  to  (he  highest  honours, 
he  sought  permission  to  go,  notwitlistanding  the  coun- 
sel of  God  to  the  contrary  had  already  been  expressly 
declared  to  him.  God  now  in  anger  suffered  him  to 
proceed  ;  intimating  however  that  he  himself  sjiould 
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his  mouth.  Arrived  in  Moab^  1 
tisi  (Joes  not  hesitate  to  ofler  sacri' 
}tuaries  of  Baal,  and  to  seek  Uj  en- 
superstilious  aria  to  prevail  agaioct 
times  was  sacrifice  offered  from  three 
nccs.  in  the  presence  of  the  kint;  of 
princes,  who  awaited  the  regnli  witb 
s  solicitude:  but  each  lime  the  Lord  coo- 
foanded  their  expectation,  and  bumbled  the  pro- 
phet. Notwithstanding  the  provooations  of  Israel 
they  were  still  beloved  for  their  fathers'  sakea,  and 
Balaam  was  made  to  declare  that  God  had  not  beheld 
their  iniqoity  and  perversenesa  ;  (in  other  words,  thai 
he  exercised  his  sovereign  prerogative  in  pardoniDf 
them  ;)  and  that  he  would  punish  Moab  and  all  nation* 
which  should  be  opposed  to  Israel.  This  signal  COQD- 
teraction  of  the  wicked  designs  of  Balaam  is  likewtse 
frequenlly  adverted  to,  in  the  sacred  writings,  asa 
notable  instance  of  God's  care  for  his  people. 

Though  Balaam  was  thus  frustrated,  be  neverlbe- 
less  did  not  abandon  ibe  hope  of  obtaining  tile  re- 
wards and  honors  promised  lo  him  by  Balak.  He  was 
by  some  means  aequninted  with  the  strict  injunctions 
given  to  Israel  against  idolatry,  and  against  inter- 
marrying cir  cohabiting  with  the  daughters  of  their 
heathen  neiKhboura;  and  he  therefore  privately  «Dg- 
gestcd  lo  the  king  of  Moab,  that  if  he  could  bat 
eoanare  the  people  in  this  matter,  he  would  brin^ 
them  as  efleclually  under  the  wrath  or  God.  as  if  the 
i  imprecated  upon  them  by  his  month. 
The  advice  was  listened  to.  The  daughters  of  the 
Moabites  were  accustomed  at  the  great  festivals  of 
Baal  Peor  to  prostilale  themselves  in  honor  of  the 
^d;  andooo  of  tbose  festivals  being  now  at  hand  tii«  ,. 
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Uraelites  were  ioviled  lo  attend.  Some  were  seduced, 
otbera  roTIowed  the  example,  and  the  mural  cunlagian 
sonnsprcad  throughout  the  camp;  manjioftliepriaces 
hoiag  also  infected  by  it.  aud  bowing;  down  to  the  ill 
The  anger  of  the  Lord  was  indeed  kiadk-d,  but  ia  t 
way  uf  chastiHcmcDt  and  correction,  and  not  aa  a  cu 
to  the  entire  destruction  of  laracl.  The  moment  the 
inteltigenee  of  this  new  apostacjr  reached  Moses  he 
promptljr  directed  the  judges  of  Israel  (o  put 
death  all  under  their  respective  authority  who  liad 
joined  themselves  to  Baal  Peor.  It  doe.t  not  appear 
howeveT  that  this  command  was  obeyed:  the  same  i 
profane  reluctance,  which  had  led  the  people  on  ■ 
former  occasion  to  murmur  against  the  righluuus  se> 
verities  of  the  Lord,  now  paralyzes  the  arm  of  justice, 
and  affects  to  be  more  niereil'ul  than  Jehovuh  him- 
aelf.  Upon  this  God  again  visited  them  with  a  pes- 
tilence, which  commenced  its  ravages  both  on  tbo 
Botual  transgressors,  and  the  apathetic,  and  no  less 
{:niltf,coDnivers  at  their  sin. 

Whilst  tile  congregation  gathered  about  the  taber- 
nacle, bewailing  befare  the  Lord  the  disastrous  con- 
gequeDces  of  the  plague,  an  instance  occurred  of 
shameless  deliance  of  God,  and  of  contempt  for  the 
authority  of  Moses,  which  evinces  to  what  an  extent 
the  ill-judged  forbearance  of  the  magistrates  had 
already  encouraged  the  evil.  Zimri,  a  prince  of  the 
boase  of  Simeon,  returned  from  the  Midiaoitish 
camp,  having  with  him  the  daughter  of  one  of  their 
nobles,  and  retired  with  her  lo  his  lent  in  the  obser- 
vation of  all  the  people.  The  circumstance  bindled 
the  indignation  of  Phinelias,  the  son  of  the  bigh 
priest,  who  snatching  up  a  javelin,  ran  after  the  of- 
fenders into   the   teut.   and   slew   them   both.      The 
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plague  was  immcdiBlcly  arrested,  llie  zeal  of  Phi- 
nehas  was  specially  commended  of  the  Lord,  and 
declared  to  have  been  the  means  of  having  appeawd 
his  wrath  ;  and  the  penple  had  a  practical  detnoDitra- 
tion  before  them,  Id  the  corp.^es  of  21,000  who  died 
by  the  peatilcricc,  haw  much  better  it  had  been  for 
the  Dation  if,  iu  the  first  instance,  all  the  princes  hid 
been  animated  by  a  like  jeatoasy  for  God. 

The  Moahiteaand  Midianites  paidsllll  more  dead; 
for  having  thus  seduced  the  Lord's  people  tu  ltas»- 
gress.    Moses  selected  a  chosen  body  of  troops,  aat 
gave  the  commnnd  to  Phinehas,  as  a  distinotion  tar 
his  receot  conduct.'    The  enemy  was  powerless  be> ' 
fore  them :  all  the  males  of  that  portion  of  the  terii' , 
tory  attacked  were  put  to  death,  including  five  k 
and  their  cities  and  fortresses  were  destroyed  by  fift'l 
Among  the  slain  was  Balaam,  who  thus  early  reap«t 
the  fruit  of  his  iniquity.    The  princes  and  the  p 
went  forth   to   meet  the  army  on  its  relui 
single  individual   of   which    was   eillier   lacking  kJ 
woanded.    Moses  however  rebuked  the  ofBcers  of  tk 
host  for  a  second  instance  of  perversencsa. 
to  the  women  ;  whom  tliey  bad  preserved  aod  brati| 
to  the  camp,  contrary  to  his  express  iojunclioiu,  ai 
notwithstanding  they  had  been  the  chief  ai 
people;  and  paiiiful  as  it  must  have  hecn  i 
ings,  a  stern  aenae  of  duty  and  of  the  belter  iotcrel 
of  his  people  caused  him  to  direct  (hero  to  be  alu 

The  tribes  of  Reuben  and  Gad  with  part  ofl 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  observing  how  well  adapted  a^ 
of  the  conquered  territory  was  for  pasturing  catu 
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n  tbe>  chiefly  abonnded,  applied  lo  be  permiUed 
to  take  possession  at  once  of  Basliao  and  Gilead, 
ind  lo  baild  fortified  places  as  a  refuge  for  tbeir 
Oocks  and  children;  proraisiag  to  leave  tbese  with 
tmall  garrisons,  and  to  march  with  the  strength  of 
tbeir  tribes,  till  the  whole  nation  was  finally  located. 
The  request  was  granted,  and  (o  llie  hooour  of  the 
applicaDts  thej strictly  fulfilled  the  compact. 

The  victory  of  the  Hebrews  over  Moab  terminates 
Iheir  history  previoaa  to  their  enlering  Canaan.  The 
various  ponisbments  which  Ihcy  had  provoked  had 
considerably  diminished  their  numbers.  At  the  pe< 
riod  when  they  made  their  ofTerings  for  the  tabernacle, 
the  males  above  twenty  years  of  age.  who  offered  a 
bekah  or  half  shekel  of  silver,  amounted  to  603,SSO, 
exclusive  of  the  Levites.  A  census  of  the  population 
was  directed  to  be  taken  at  the  present  tiniei  and 
instead  of  having  multiplied,  with  the  prodigious  ra- 
pidity which  characterized  the  increase  of  former 
years,  they  were  reduced  lo  601,730  males ;  among 
which  there  was  not  a  warrior  left  of  those  numbered 
Id  Sinai,  excepting  Moses,  Josbua,  Caleb,  and  their 
families :  the  rest  had  perished,  according  as  the 
Lord  bad  deDounced  against  them.  (Deut.  ii.  14.) 

The  whole  history  of  this  period  is  eminently  cat- 
calated  to  demonstrate  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
trne  conversion  of  the  heart  hy  the  Holy  Spirit,  be- 
fore it  can  be  brought  into  habitual  subjectioo  to 
Almighty  God.  No  miracles,  no  mercies 
of  discipline,  is  sufflcieul  without  this:  it  revolts  as 
loon  as  the  immediate  impression  has  passed  away ; 
vhich,  iit  some  instances,  (as  we  have  seen,)  has  been 
wanderfully  transient.  It  is  equally  manifest  from 
ihc  history  of  this  period,  that  it  was  noi 
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or  any  inherent  or  acquired  rigbl 

Ihat  God  had  a  favour  toward  Israel ;  but  (i 

clared  by  Moses,)  because  he  would   keep  the  oatk 

which  he  sware  unto  their  fathera.  (Deal.  vii.  8.) 


The  law  given  to  Israel  in  Horeb,  interwoven 
was  with  llieir  eutire  national  polity,  and  calcalaU; 
therefore  so   greatly  to  influence  the   general   gIi| 
racier  of  the  people,  requires  a  more  particular 
tice  than  was  given   to  it  in  the  narrative  of  H 
promulgation. 

It  has  been  divided  into  three  parts:  the 
flie  civil,  and  the  eeremonial:  though  in  tact  the  dl 
law  is  little  more  than  the  moral  commandmentt  I 
the  second  table,  reduced  into  particulars,  and  mi 
applicable  to  the  daily  affairs  of  life  and  the  mm 
intercourse  of  the  people. — 

1,  For  the  moral  law,  strictly,  consisted  only  of  I 
ten  commandmenia,  or  words,  which  are  pre-eol 
nently  distingaislied  above  all  llie  other  preccpli 
first,  in  that  they  were  written   by  the  finger  of  fl 
upon  the  two  tablets  of  alone  ;  and,  seeoodljr,  in  tl 
Moses  was  required  to  deposit  them  in  the  ark  of  I 
sanctuary.      These    ten   precepta   are   so   familiv) 
known,  and  so  frequently  expounded,  as  to  m 
observation  on  them   supcrfiuons,  excepting  it  ■ 
be  the  J'ourlh,  which   under  existing  circuoiatui 
invites  a  brief  remark. 

The  command  respectiuK  the  Sabbath  is  b;  nu 
alleged  to  be  ceremonial,  and  congeijuently  thml 
obligation  to  observe  il  Is  not  perpetual.     But  tliill 
lu  lose  sight  of  the  position  which  it  occupied 


kcan  beshr«Bt2;«:tiat?ciuiiiui^  tiiiK  ifpmrvi^  s»iti 
wkieli  it  is  t^^wAmmtfL  ir%r   Vm.*rwmt  'umnKt   ii   Um- 
•Ui^tioB  tc  t^  fmiut  vf  z^t/t  Huhu*.  fSfwetssdUur 
2.  Tbe  jmd^mev^  amc  fiaiiia»    •rtJitfixuiiii^  i^ 

CHII    tmWj  BCXl   OC^HUi!  mtSIIBm.        ^  mt 

pcallj  nisappffbcsotiL.  Tut  JngurfMuifi  ti? 
that  tkcj  air  iMBtiMESMOK  wit  jmataaimt.  tiat  U^ 
eomniiDieated  a  kardmes  ^f^  lite  >«rv  isi  ^ustfv:*^ 
aad  are  ahogetWr  wbvjtJ.^  tirt:  imeiiliui.  uf  «fiij£;i. 
eaed  legislators.'    Bat  %  intf  jnCitit  u?  ii*  vnu^tpoL 
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It  r  tnert. 
vAflTMcr,  ^  H  ^^  BCs."    fe«  >wfa.  ta.  tut 
Gfeoro,  vbo  trm^dtrnit  tut  eulrt  Bewniw  Kuiil<  «n'j|peLiw  w. 

"       cf  t^  Zft-.ojM  cvdinif  it  liai;  ■  me. 
it  bT  their  '^MLejrjot^  «jiC  tier  kv-^nffC  «E>uut«fn«, 
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pnrticnlars  nill  best  serve  lo  illjstrale  iUreal  charac- 
ter, and  prove  Ibat  these  impressiona  are  erroiteoi 

The  punishment  of  death  was  enjnined  for  marder, 
besttelit]',  sodomy,  tvitcbcrart,  the  sacriReiDg  to 
other  God  than  Jehovah,  and  the  sacriRcinj;  Ibeir 
children  to  Moloch.'  The  three  latter  iostaaces  may 
at  first  view  seem  fo  have  a  severe  and  sangainaij 
complexiOD  ;  hot  when  it  is  considered  that  fl 
oHences,  by  encouraging  men  to  depart  from  God, 
necessarilj  led  to  the  impurities  and  cruelties  of  ido- 
latry, and  so  to  the  reckless  commission  of  the  thrM 
former  offences,  the  enactments  must  bo  viewed  u 
preventive  and  hamaae.  Cities  of  refui;e,  or  sanctn- 
nries,  were  likewise  appointed  :  to  which  the  man' 
slajer  might  flee,  if  tbe  homicide  were  accidental  Oi 
proceeded  from  sudden  provocation.  Beyond  Ibi 
boandaries  of  these  cities  tbe  next  of  kin  was  a' 
liberty  to  avenge  the  blood  of  the  deceased  ;  bat  thii 
only  till  the  death  of  the  high  priest,  when  theoffeDdrr 
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H  at  fall  liberty  to  ;o  wbere  he  pleased.  Moreoter 
fctll  a  house-breaker  durine;  the  nif^ht  vas  a  jostU^ 
te  bomicidc;  bat  it  was  not  JDStiSable  after  tnn- 
e:  the  thief  was  ihcu  U  be  mulcted  in  penallies. 
d  sold  io  default  of  paynienl. 
Besides  the  aboie,  man-stealing  for  the  purpose  o( 
tvet?  was  a  capital  offence.  A  stubborn  and  re- 
IlioDSSOn  miglit  likewise,  on  the  complaint  of  his 
rentj,  be  stoned  to  deatb  at  the  discretion  of  the 
dges;  and  if  such  a  one  had  cursed  his  falberor 
liber,  the  sentence  was  imperative.  But  the  judgci 
ire  not  authorieed  toputan  accused  person  to  deatli 
L  the  lealimonj  of  a  single  witness,  excepting  in 
ecase  of  adulter;,  which  was  also  punishable  with 
sih ;  but  for  the  discovery  of  which  a  peculiar 
ttbod  was  adopted,  called  the  water  of  jealautjf.^ 
The  chastity  of  onmarrled  females  was  carefully 
Dteoted.  In  cases  of  seduction  the  dihr  was  com- 
lled  to  marry  the  woman,  tinless  llie  parents  ob' 
:led,  in  which  case  he  was  obliged  to  give  her  a 
wry.  Even  those  females  whom  Ihey  purchased 
slaves,  or  took  captives  in  war,  were  not  subjected 
tbe  caprice  and  tyranny  of  a  brutal  sensuality.  If 
E  owner  abused  a  captive,  be  was  required  to  marry 
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her:  if  lie  refused  tu  do  tliis,  the  woman  wai  entitled 
Id  her  rrecdora. 

Slavery  indeed  in  geoeriil,  lliougli  permitted,  vu 
protected  by  varioui;  enactments.  A  man  was  punish- 
able for  the  life  of  his  servant,  if  be  died  hy  tbe  rod 
under  his  hand ;  and  if  he  struck  ont  the  e;e  or  lootb 
of  his  servant,  the  latter  was  entitled  lo  bis  liberljr. 
Farther,  when  a  slave  was  discharged,  (man;  beiaf 
bound  only  for  a  limited  period,)  the  master  was  n- 
qnired  to  provide  him  with  a  safticiency  of  food  and 
clothing  for  a  certain  time. 

Theft  was  punished  by  a  payment  of  from  two  tc 
five  fold,  according  la  uircnmstaoces ;  and  even  if  1 
man  found  anything,  and  improperly  detained  it,  be 
was  made  to  restore  it,  and  a  lifth  of  its  value  besldM- 

Benevolence  and  consideration  for  the  poor  were 
strongly  incolcated.  Large  gleanings  were  required 
to  be  left  for  them,  both  in  tbe  Gelds  and  vineyardt; 
and  every  third  year,  in  addition  to  the  annual  taxes, 
tliey  were  commanded  to  give  a  tithe  of  all  their  m- 
crease  to  be  divided  between  the  orphan,  the  widow, 
and  tbe  stranger.  These  they  were  likewise  atrictlj 
forbidden  to  vex  or  oppress;  tbe  neglect  of  wkick 
precept  vras  the  declared  cause,  in  after  ages,  of  H- 
lional  calamity  brougbl  on  them  by  tbe  Lord.  Tbey 
were  forbidden  also  lo  take  interest  of  a  Hebrew  for 
a  loan  ;  and  every  seventh  year  a  release  of  all 
debts  was  proclaimed,  which  greatly  tended  to  pre- 
vent the  rich  from  oppressing  the  poor.  The  ms^i- 
trate  was  on  the  same  account  forbidden  to  take  giAt 
from  the  rich,  lest  he  should  be  biassed  against  tbe 
poor  man,  when  bis  cause  came  before  him.  Be 
was  however  equally  admonisbed,  not  ondnly  h> 
OOBDteDanoe  the  poor  man  in  his  cause :  the  populu 
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utifice  of  unprincipled  detnagofnaes,  whereby  Ibej 
have  become  oppressors  of  the  rich,  aDd  proved  dan- 
;eroas  to  tbe  peace  and  liberty  of  Uie  commanity  al 
large. 

Other  eoaclmenta  inculcated  due  con.iideraliaD  for 
the  life  and  property  of  each  other.  They  were  re- 
quired to  erect  battlements  or  patapels  on  the  roofs 
of  their  bouses,  le.st  any  shonld  fall  from  thence. 
They  were  not  to  see  stray  cattle  without  endeavour- 
ing to  retrieve  tbem  J  and  weie  to  aid  their  neighbour 
in  extricating  bia  beast,  when  it  had  fallep  into  a  pit. 
If  a  man  had  a  mischievous  beast  and  was  not  care- 
fal  to  keep  it  up,  and  it  gored  a  person  to  death,  the 
beast  was  to  be  killed,  and  bis  Hesh  destroyed,  and 
the  owner  sentenced  to  death  :  his  life  however  might 
he  redeemed  by  a  ransom.  If  il  were  a  beast  only 
tliat  was  gored,  the  owner  was  subject  to  a  pecu- 
niary tiue.  If  also  by  a  Gre,  carelessly  made  or  left, 
a  neighbour's  standing  corn  was  eun.sumcd, 
pense  was  awarded. 

These  humane  and  considerate  feelings  towards 
each  other  would  be  further  promoted,  and  their  af' 
fectioos  softened,  by  what  was  enjoined  even  in  re- 
gard to  animals :  in  that  Ihay  were  forbidden  to  boil 
a  kid  in  its  mother's  milk  i^to  kill  the  cow  or  ewe 
and  their  young  for  sacrifice  on  the  same  day ; — to 
lake  the  young  of  birds  and  Ihe  parent  together; — 
■nd  to  muzzle  the  ox  which  (rod  out  tbe  corn. 

There  was  a  regard  also  had  in  (he  law  for  the  in- 
Brmities  and  natural  weaknesses  of  men  under  pecu- 
liar circumstances.  A  newly  married  man  was  ex- 
empt from  warfare  and  from  public  office  during  the 
Grit  year  of  malrimony.  And  so  when  ordered  t 
battle, — the  man  who  had  built  a  house  and  bad  nc 
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dedicated  it,  or  who  had  betiotbed  a  wife  and  i 
taken  her,  or  who   had  planted  a  viaejard  xod  nol 
partaken  of  it,  tras  permltlcil  to  withdraw. 

Id  regard  also  to  planting  a  vineyard  or  an  orohafd, 
the;  were  taaght  b;  a  remarkable  enactment  their 
dependance  on  God  for  the  increase.  The  fruit  pro- 
duced in  the  three  first  years  was  accounted  HiKt^ 
eumeised,  and  therefore  not  to  be  used  at  all;  the  pit>- 
duce  of  the  fourth  year  was  holy,  and  to  he  dedicaled 
to  the  Lord :  and  not  (ill  tlie  fifth  year  were  they  al- 
lowed to  consume  the  produce  themselves ;  a  special 
promise  of  increase  being  given.  If  these  directioM 
were  attended  to. 

Moreover  they  were  required  to  shew  honourtatlM 
aged  by  rising  up  before  them.  They  were  specially 
admonished  not  to  revile  the  gods  (i.  e.  the  judfa  q 
mlei'i  of  the  people,  who  were  in  the  place  of  Ood  in 
the  adintnigtration  of  his  laws;)  nor  were  tkey  tn 
curse  the  deaf  or  the  infirm,  but  to  walk  with  hami- 
lity  and  charity. 

When  these  humane  and  rigbleons  enactments  are 
properly  considered,  we  are  led  to  exclaim  witk 
Moses  himself,  "What  nation  is  so  great,  that  hath 
statutes  and  judgments  so  righteous,  as  all  Ibis  law 
which  I  set  before  yon  this  day  ?"  "These  stallltet 
(he  says)  are  your  wisdom  and  understanding  in  the 
sight  of  the  nations,  which  shall  hear  of  them  and 
say,— Surely  tkit  great  nation  is  a  win  and  underttand- 
inffpeoph!"  (Deut.  iv.  6— 8.) 

3.  Proceeding  next  to  the  Cfreinonia/ or  Lmlimt 
law,  (as  it  is  sometimes  called,  inasmuch  as  the  Lft* 
vites  administered  and  had  charge  of  its  ordinances,) 
we  must  first  notice  Ihe  tabernacle. 

The  square  framing,  or  suhstantial  portion  of  jt. 
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consiflled  of  plaoks  of  shlttim  wood,'  overlaid  with 
gold  and  set  npon  end.  (Exod.xxvi.  IS.)  They  were 
forly-eight  in  number; — IweDty  for  eaoh  aide,  north- 
ward and  soalhward;  and  ei|!;ht  for  the  west  end. 
The  eastern  end.  or  entrance,  was  left  open  with  Ave 
pillars  of  the  same  material ;  lite  capitals  anil  fillets 
of  which  were  coTcred  with  gold,  and  the  aockel 
into  which  tbey  were  fixed  made  of  brass.*  The 
planks  were  10  cubits  in  length  (or  rather  in  height, 
when  set  ap,)  and  li  cubits  in  width  ;  and  were  kept 
firm  ID  their  places  bj  two  tenons  or  poinls  at  the 
Irotlom  of  each,  which  fixed  into  silver  sockets,  fas- 
lened  into  the  ground,  the  whole  being  braced  tog e- 
Iher  by  five  rows  of  bars  (made  also  of  shittim  wood, 
covered  with  gold,)  which  ran  through  rings  of 
sold,  fixed  on  the  back  of  the  boards.  The;  thns 
presented  in  the  interior  an  even  surface  of  gold. 
Dpon  these  were  suspended  on  each  side,  and  lap. 
ping  over  the  west  end,  ten  cartalns  of  fine  tluen  of 
hine,  purple,  and  scarlet,  embroidered  with  cbera- 
bim;  each  curtain  being  28  cubits  long,  and  4  in 
breadtb,  and  conpled  together  by  golden  hooks  and 
loops  of  blue,  so  as  to  form  one  tent.  The  root'  or 
Mfering  was  formed  of  rains'  skins,  dyed  red.  Over 
the  whole  was  an  outer  case  or  lent  of  more  durable 
materials,  consisting  of  eleven  curtains,  each  30 
cabits  lorig,  made  of  goat's  bair,  (probably  in  texture 
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like  Ihe  cashmere  shanls,  wliich  are  made  of  Ibe  same 
material,)  and  fastened  together  wilh  brass  hooka. 
The  roof  of  this  oater  case  was  of  badgers'  skins. 

The  ioteriorwas  dlviiled  into  two  unequal  pottioDs 
by  four  pillars  of  shittim  wood  and  gold,  fixed  into 
bases  or  sockets  of  silver,  oa  wbicb  was  suspended 
by  hooks  another  curtain  or  veil,  made  of  the 
material  and  pattern  with  those  on  Ibe  walls.  TIm 
larger  divisioD  of  the  interior,  called  the  sanctvan/  Oi 
holy  iilace,  was  next  the  entrance,  and  the 

nctuary,  called  the  holy  of  holies,  was  in  the 

It  w.ia  act   up   in  an   enclosure    100  cabiti 

3  of  which  consisted  of 

vined  linen,  supported  by  brascH 

a  hei);ht,  with  silver  fillets  and 

I    before  thi 

lupporlcd  by  foar  pil- 

:e  of  the  tsber- 
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The  faraitare  within  the  tabernacle  consisted  of 
an  altar  of  incense,  a  table,  and  an  ark,  in  which 
was  deposited  the  law,  the  pot  of  manna,  and  Aaron's 

flier,  "  and  the  two  boards  made  he  for  the  eomert  of  the  tabema- 
1^  in  the  two  sides ;  wliich,  if  it  refers  not  to  two  sides  wettward, 
most  mean  the  north  and  south  sides,  and  precludes  the  idea  that  the 
idiole  eight  boards  were  set  np  in  a  straight  line  on  the  west  end. 
Their  separate  mention  renders  it  probable  that  the  angles  were 
obtuse,  or  cat  off;  which  would,  of  coarse,  in  a  slight  degree,  dimi- 
nish  the  width.  The  description  of  the  hanging  of  the  curtains  does 
not  remoye  the  diiBculty.  The  eleyenth  curtain  of  goat's  hair  was 
to  be  "  doubled  in  the  fore  front  of  the  tabernacle."  The  width  of 
tbe  curtain  was  only  4  cubits,  or  about  seven  feet ;  (Ex.  xzvi.  8,  9.) 
if  it  were  hung  perjtendicularly  it  could  not  have  closed  an  aperture 
which  must  have  been  at  least  9  cubits ;  and  if  horizontally,  by  the 
curtains  being  thrown  entirely  over  the  tabernacle,  it  would  only 
h»Dg  a  few  feet  from  the  top.  Verses  12,  13  describe  that  a  ha(f 
curtain  would  remain  to  hang  over  the  back  of  the  tabernacle,  and  a 
cubit  on  each  side  to  haog  north  and  south.  Josephus  seems  to  have 
concluded  that  the  blue  curtains  entirely  covered  it  at  top  and  sides 
tokd  ends ;  for  he  says  that  its  appearance  was  like  the  azure  of  the  fir- 
mament. Bat  the  blue  was,  at  all  events,  the  inner  covering ;  the  goats* 
hair  curtains  and  the  badger's-skin  awning  were  what  would  be  seen 
eztomally;  and  as  Josephus  never  saw  it,  and  lived  not  for  many 
centuries  after  it  was  done  away  with,  his  inference  is  merely  imagina- 
tive. It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  there  was  anything  to  spare  in 
the  cortains  at  all,  since  the  five  made  of  fine  linen  were  only  28 
caUts  long  and  SO  cubits  in  width  when  joined,  and  the  30  boards, 
forming  the  length  qf  the  tabernacle,  were  30  cubits.  And  we  are 
likewise  ignorant  of  its  height.  The  boards  were  only  10  cubits  high, 
or  about  17  feet  6  inches.  What  sort  of  framework  there  was  to  support 
the  roofing  does  not  appear;  i.  e.  whether  the  curtains  and  ram' skins 
were  drawn  over  at  top,  so  as  to  form  a  strait,  horizontal  roofing  like 
our  chambers,  or  whettier  the  pillars  in  front  and  of  the  sanctuary 
were  all  of  the  same  height,  and  that  the  height  of  the  boards,  viz.  10 
cubits.  Bishop  Patrick  understands  the  covering  of  the  roof  to  have 
been  four-fold :  viz.,  that  both  the  blue  and  the  goat's-skin  curtains 
were  thrown  over  it;  and  likewise  the  rams*  and  the  badgers'  skins. 
Mr.  Scott  says,  "The  ten  curtains  were  40  cubits  wide, — yet  the  sanc- 
tuary was  not  more  than  30  cubits  long ;"  from  which  he  evidently 
contdudes,  that  the  whole  ten  curtains  were  suspended  on  one  side, 
and  that  the  extra  leng^  passed  over  the  roof  or  down  the  opposite 
side ,  both  sets  of  curtains  forming  a  double  covering  to  the  roof,  as 
Bidiop  Patrick  concludes.  But  in  this  case  the  blue  curtains  with 
cherubim  would  fall  between  the  boards  and  the  outer  covering  of 
goats'  hair,  and  would  not  be  seen  in  the  interior,  except  on  the  top 
or  roof.    Yet  Ex.  xl.  19,  appears  to  countenance  this  supposition. 
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rod.  Tiiesc  were  also  of  sliitlini  wood,  covered  « 
gold,  and  transported  by  means  of  staves  of  tlie  saiM ' 
Dtaterials.  Placed  upon  the  ark  was  a  mercy-4eat' 
or  pare  gold,  with  two  clierubs  of  beaten  gold  on  itt 
cue  at  each  end,  their  faoea  being  inward,  towarj 
tbe  mercy-seat,  aod  their  wln^s  on  high  and  covers 
ing  it.  Upon  this  metcj-seat  the  Lord  promised  ta< 
commune  wiili  Israel.  The  altar  of  incense  vaf' 
before  the  mercy-seat,  and  on  it  the  priest  bornl 
incense  ever;  night  and  morning,  when  he  dreuei 
the  lamps :  an  emblem  of  the  prayer  and  praiu 
wbioh  Clirist  continually  offers  for  his  people.  Ow 
tbe  north  side  was  placed  the  table,  and  on  it  were 
constantly  twelve  loaves  of  bread,  in  ttvo  rows, 
which  were  renewed  every  Sabbatb.  There  was  alMr 
frankiocense  on  each  row,  and  dishes,  bowls,  cvveil 
and  spoons,  all  of  pure  gold.  On  account  of  ttiff 
bread  thus  exhibited,  it  was  called,  The  lableo/ikt» 
bread;  and  the  object  of  it  appears  to  have  been.  liF 
keep  tbe  people  in  remembrance  continually  of  mutV 
dependance  upon  God  for  bread,  both  temporal  M^ 
spiritual, 

Opposite  to  this  table,  on  the  south  side,  wud 
golden  candlestick,  consisting  of  one  central  stei^ 
bearing  a  lamp  and  six  branches.  These  seven  lampi 
were  continually  burning  night  and  day  ;  and  woiM 
admonish  (he  Israelite  of  the  need  of  divine  illuarf' 
nation,  and  of  continually  leitini;  his  own  light  shtm 

The  furniture  of  the  outer  court  consisted  of  « 
altar  for  burnt-oSerings  made  of  shitlim  wood,  ovor 
laid  with  brass:  on  which,  when  tbe  labemacle  wa 
pitched,  a  fire  was  continually  burning.  It  itooi 
about  midway  between  the  entrance  of  the  tabenwi 
cle;  and  a  platform  of  tbe  same  malcrials  led  np.U 
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it.  Between  that,  and  nearer  to  the  tabernacle,  was 
placed  a  brazen  bath  or  laver ;  at  which  the  high- 
priest  and  his  sons  washed  their  hands  and  feet,  as 
often  as  they  went  into  the  tabernacle  to  minister  to 
the  Lord ;  which  would  remind  them  that  men  should 
wash  their  hands  in  innocency,  and  so  compass  God's 
altar.  All  the  vessels  and  utensils  of  the  outer  court 
were  of  brass  :  those  of  the  sanctuary  of  gold. 

The  garments  of  the  chief  priests  were  costly,  and 
apparently  designed  to  be  both  ornamental  and  sig- 
nificant. They  consisted  of  an  ephod,  a  broidered 
coaty  a  robe,  a  girdle,  a  breast-plate,  and  a  mitre. 
The  ephod  or  vest  and  its  girdle  were  of  fine  twined 
linen,  blue,  purple  and  soarlet,  and  embroidered  with 
gold.  On  the  shoulders  it  was  joined  together  by 
two  onyx  stones,  set  in  gold,  one  on  each  shoulder, 
having  engraved  on  them  the  names  of  the  twelve 
tribes.  The  breast-plate  was  in  part  of  similar  mate- 
rials to  the  ephod.  But  twelve  different  precious 
stones  w«re  set  in  it;  each  one  having  the  name  of 
one  of  the  tribes  inscribed  on  it ;  a  circumstance 
which  shews  that  the  art  of  engraving  on  stones  was 
known  in  those  days.  The  breast  plate  was  fastened 
to  the  shoulder-pieces  or  onyx  stones  of  the  ephod 
bj  gold  chains  of  wreath-work ;  and  it  was  bound 
fast,  over  the  heart  of  the  high  priest,  by  other  chains 
passing  round  him  and  fastened  to  the  girdle:  most 
expressive  of  the  love  which  the  great  High  Priest 
bears  to  his  people.  The  Urim  and  Thummim  are 
likewise  directed  to  be  put  in  the  breast-plate  ; 
but  of  these  there  is  no  description  in  the  sacred 
writings,  and  the  learned  have  in  vain  sought  to  dis- 
cover precisely  what  they  were.  The  Urim  plainly 
appears  to  have  been  used  in  the  way  of  an  oracle 
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b;  itself;  (1  Sam.  xxviij.  6.)  aod  ibe  bn 
wai  likewise  called  "  the  breast-plate  of  judgment"' 
The  robe  of  the  epiiod  was  entirely  of  blue,  bafisKk, 
hem  or  border  adorned  with  embroidered  pomegm* 
natCH  and  golden  bells:  Ihe  bells  iatonded  to  gitC 
notice  of  the  entrance  of  the  bigli  priest  into  Ike' 
tabernacle  and  his  exit;  the  pomegranates  po3siUj| 
to  remind  bim  that  there  mast  he  fiuii  as  well  (•! 
sound.  The  coat  and  the  mllre,  or  turban,  were  ofl 
fine  linen  ;  and  upon  the  forehead,  attached  to  tk* 
niitre,  was  a  lillet  or  diadem  of  gold,  having  oDr 
graved  npon  it  "  Hotinets  lo  tkt  Lord ;"  thai  whiUI 
Aaron  bore  Ihe  iniquity  of  the  people,  they  might  ha 
reiDJDded.  and  he  also,  of  the  necessity  of  that  hoik 
ness  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  (Hck 
xii.  14.)  Coats  and  bonnets,  beautiful  also  but  ten 
magniGcent,  were  made  for  the  other  priests.  j 

The  trihe  of  Levi  was  separated  from  the  restof 
the  people  for  the  service  of  God,  expressly  in  Itea 
of  the  lirst-borD  of  every  tribe,  who  were  otherwiM 
holy  to  the  Lord.  (Numb.  iii.  11.)  But  only  AarM 
and  his  descendants  were  allowed  to  be  prieau.  Foi 
the  support  of  the  Levites  and  priests  a  tithe  of  Um 
property  of  the  people  was  annunllj  required  lo  U 
paid  ;  and  Ihe  priesia  bad  In  addition  the  saiwificel 
and  ofTerlngs  made  to  the  Lord  ;  which  la  what  hoM 
nnderstand  by  Jehovah  catling  himself  Iheir  porlMU 
Forty-eight  cities  were  appointed  for  their  dwelliV| 
places,  having  each  a  suburb  of  abonl  an  Bnglitl 
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radios  ftoin  the  walls  of  tbeJT  city.     Tbv  1 
I  and  Levites  were  Jikewise  llie  persons  chieflf  i 
appointed  as  magislrales ;  asd  at  all  limes  there  waa  T 
ao  appeal  to  lliem   in   cases  of  difficulty,  and  Trom 
IfaeiD  to  the  High  Priest,  and  the  pnrty  lerusiDg  t 
sabmit  to  their  verdict  was  to  be  put  lo  death.  (Dent, 
xvii.  9—12  and  »xi.  5.) 

The  ordinances  which  more  especially  constituted   | 
the  ceremonial  law   consisted   chiefly   tn   saeriflcea, 
offerings  and  festivals.    The  Urst  class  of  sacrihcei  \ 
and  ofTerinfts  was  nalional.    A  kid  of  the  goals  was 
slain   every   morning,   as  a  sacrilice  for  the  sins  of 
the  whole  people ;  and  two  lambs  were  offered  daily, 
one  in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  evening,  as  * 
barDt-^tfleriug  or  thanksgiving.     These  offerings  were 
Bccompanied   hy  a  prescribed  quanlily  of  flour  and 
oil  for  B  meat-offering,  and  of  wine  which  was  poured 
oat  in  the  holy  plHce  for  a  drink>ufferiug ;    and  on 
the  Sabbath  day  iwo  lambs  were  offered  night  and 
morning,  and  a  double  quantity  of  the  accompani- 
ments.    Thus  were  the  Israelites  daily  reminded  that 
Uiey  were  singers,  and  that  their  continued  e 
ence  was  owing  to  mercy.    And  Ihos  daily  also  they  , 
offered  a  national  aacriSce  of  praise  for  the  manifold  I 
blessings  they  enjoyed. 

In  the  beginning;  of  every  month  there  was  a  larger 
lacrifioe  than  asual.  And  once  a  year  (viz.  the  lOlb 
day  of  the  7th  month)  there  was  a  solemn  humilia- 
tion for  sin,  called  the  great  day  of  atonement. 

The  second  class  of  sacrifices  and  offerings  wa 
individualt.  Some  of  the  offerings  were  voluntary,  I 
others  were  enjoined.  There  was  also  a  considerable  I 
distinction  in  the  vHloe  of  the  offerings  prescribed  1 
for  different  sins,  and  for  different  persons  also,  m-  I 


cording  to  Iheir  rank  :  the  more  eia 
being- cODsidcred  tlie  greater  sinner.  The  restricted 
limits  of  this  volume  will  not  admit  of  a  more  parti- 
ualar  description  oflhem. 

Besides  the  notice  of  particular  trespasses,  persont 
were  likewise  pronounced  unclean  on  various  occ 
sioDS,  when,  though  the}  were  Dotguilly  of  actual  si 
they  were  accounted  as  having  contracted  defilement. 
LeproBj  has  generally  been  considered  typical  of  the 
disease  and  pollution  of  the  soul :  a  person  aSlioteil 
with  this  scourge  was  consequently  ai 
clean  ;  so  was  he  wlio  touched  a  leper  ;  and  also  h« 
who  loDched  a  dead  body.  Besides  the  typical  cb>- 
raeleristics  of  leprosy  and  death,  as  regards  sin,  tltej 
would  also  serve  to  remind  tbe  people  of  the  disafl. 
trouB  consequences  of  sin,  of  which  they  i 
fmits.  There  was  also  a  regard  to  the  health  of  Ibe 
community,  in  thus  separating  them  from  tlie  congre- 
gation after  the  touch  of  a  leper  and  on  the  Bppea^ 
ancc  of  leprosy  itself;  and  other  causes  of  ceremoilial 
ancleauness  were  well  calculated  to  promote  parity 
of  mind  and  an  abhorrence  of  what  is  naturally  di*- 
gusting.i 

A  regard  to  Uenlth  was  probably  a  reason  also  why 
the  Hebrews  were  prohibited  from  ealing  certain 
meats,  and  especially  from  eating  bloorl,  the  moil 
unsuitable  and  indigestible  of  all  articles  pretendilll 
lo  ibeuame  of  aliment.  There  is  however  a  furlber 
reason  given  for  the  prohibition  of  blood;  vis.  tblt 


rkabli  iUuBtrites  Ihia  matteri  aad  sea  taitb  in* 
u)  leti  Ood,  erED  in  ibeir  mosl  retired  wd  wililatT 
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it  is  the  life  of  the  animal,  and  coDBequontiy  typical 
of  that  which  is  forfeited  by  man. 

Some  animals  were  likewise  forbidden,  because,  as 
is  conjectured,  tbey  veto  objects  of  idolatrous  wor- 
ship by  the  heathen:  the  hypothesis  is  imptobaiik: 
as  in  that  ease  the  ram  and  the  calf  must  have  been 
prohibited,  since  they  were  both  ohjecls  of  worship. 
An  animal  being  an  object  of  worship  by  the  hea* 
then  would  have  been  a  more  probable  reason  why 
the  Hebrews  shoald  have  been  perniitled  to  eat  it ; 
lest  a  systematic  refraining  from  it  should  have  been 
tnislakcn  for  a  sacred  veneration  for  il ;  and  no- 
thing was  more  jealously  guarded  against  than  any 
imitation  or,  or  conformity  to,  heathen  supcrstiiion. 
The  Hebrews  were  striclJy,  on  this  account,  forbid- 
den to  offer  sacrifices  any  where  but  at  the  door  of 
the  tabernacle.  (Lev.  xvii.  7.)  For  the  same  reason 
they  were  not  to  ronnd  the  comers  of  their  heads, 
nor  to  cut  IbemsclTes  or  make  any  baldness  between 
the  eyes  for  the  dead,  nor  to  puncture  the  skia.  (Deui. 
xiv.  I.)  So  that  instead  of  the  Mosaic  ritual  being 
burrowed  from  the  laws  and  customs  of  other  nations, 
(as  some  have  mosl  erroneously  imagined  and  writ- 
ten,) the  manners  and  cnstoms  of  the  facatiien  were 
nost  studiously  avoided.  Hence  likewise  the  de- 
icendants  of  strangers,  naturalized  amongst  them, 
ooald  not  be  members  of  the  national  council  till 
eeveml  generations  after,  that  they  might  become 
weaned  from  their  inveterate  idolatries,'  How  con- 
irary  does  the  principle  appear  which  advocates  the 
introdactian  of  persons  into  the  senate  of  a  Christian  '> 
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and  Protestant  nation,  without  any  secnrity  for  their 
conformity  to  tlje  religious  institutions  thereof. 

Finally  must  be  noticed  the  principal  religious 
feslivah  of  the  Hebrews.  Three  times  in  the  year  all 
the  males  throaghoat  Israel  were  required  to  appear 
before  the  Lord,  at  the  place  where  tlie  tabernacle 
might  he  pitched  at  the  time.  The  lirat  occasion 
was  the  fcBSt  of  the  Passover ;  the  second,  the  feait 
of  Pevlecott,  or  Wteki ;  and  the  third,  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles,  They  were  all  ooniniemoratiTf 
past  event,  and  typical  of  some /Hture  one. 

The  Passover  was  also  called  "  the  feast  of  inilao- 
vened  bread."  It  b^an  on  the  Hth  of  the  first  nioDth, 
by  the  putting  away  all  leaven,  and  eating  only  nn- 
leavened  bread.  This  feast  was  com  me  mora  live  of 
two  circumstances,  connected  with  the  deliveraDoii 
from  Egypt.  The  first,  (which  has  been  noticed,)  wM 
the  an^cl  passing  over  the  families  of  Israel,  when  he 
sraote  the  Grst-born  of  Egypt;  the  second  was  Iheit 
having  no  opportunity  to  leaven  their  bread  on  ac- 
count of  the  preparation  for  their  departure.  On  Ihu 
day,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  type,  Christ,  the  trae 
passover,  who  patses  over  the  transgression  of  the 
remnant  of  his  heritage,  was  crucified  for  them,  tbas 
making  the  atonement. 

Fifty  days  after  the  Passover  was  the  feast  of 
Weeks,  ot  Pentecost,  so  called  from  the  Hebrews  being 
directed  to  number  seven  sevens,  or  weeks,  from  the 
Passoverj  and  the  feast  itself  was  on  the  day  fol* 
lowing,  or  the  fiftieth  day,  to  which  the  word  Penlt- 
eait  refers.    This  was  the  beginning  of  harvest,  a 
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ifaeaf  oflhe  lirat  Traits  of  which  was  brought  in  and 
waved  before  the  Lord;  whence  also  this  festival 
was  called  *'  the  feast  of  First  Fruits."  It  commem- 
orated the  givipg  of  the  Law  on  Mount  Sinai,  which 
wsBliflydaja  after  the  departure  from  Egjpt.  Its 
antitypes  oiider  the  gospel  are  the  giving  of  the  first 
fruits  of  the  Hoi;  Spirit,  and  the  writing  of  the  law 
of  God  in  the  ileshlj  fables  of  the  Aearli  of  his  people 
by  the  same  Spirit. 

Onthellftecnthof  the  seventh  month '  was  observed 
Ihe  feast  of  TabernacUs,  in  commemoration  of  the 
nation  sitting  quietly  and  securely  under  tents  made 
of  boDghs  of  goodly  trees,  after  the  Lord  had  brought 
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them  out  of  Egypt.  (Lev.  ssiii.  43.)  Itwas  the  final 
ing'atheriag  of  the  harvest  (beoce  culled  likewise 
"  the  feast  of  Ingathering")  and  it  was  the  end  also 
of  the  vinlage,  and  of  the  old  or  civil  year.  Iti  an- 
titypes under  the  ji;ospel  dispensalion  have  not  yel 
been  Been;  bat  it  manifestly  refers  to  the  glorions 
period  when  the  great  year  of  the  sojourning  of 
Christ's  church  in  the  world  shall  be  run  out;  when 
the  jn);athering  or  final  completion  of  the  Qamberof 
his  people  shall  be  secomplished  ;  when  he  will  also 
tread  the  viine-preii  in  his  fury;  and  Israel  shall 
finally  dwell  seearely,  each  under  bis  own  vine  aod 
his  own  fig-tree. 

There  were  aome  other  festivals  of  eminence  be- 
sides the  three  noticed.  Nearly  connected  with  thB 
feast  of  Tabernacles  was  the  feast  of  Ti-umpets ;  M 
called  from  the  blowing  of  trumpets  by  which  it  WU 
celebrated.  It  was  held  on  the  first  day  of  the  sew 
moon,  which  occurred  in  the  seventh  moolh,  which 
was  the  beginning  of  the  old  Hebrew  year,  and  iru 
supposed  lo  be  the  time  when  the  world  was  first  Clfl- 
nted.  Its  antitype  appears  to  lie  the  re-creation,  when 
Christ  shall  make  all  things  new.  (Isa.  Ixv.  17.) 

There  were  three  special  sablmtht,  or  periods  of  M 
The  first  was  the  seventh  day  mbbath,  ihe  ohBcrvhoet 
o(  which  was  particularly  insisted  upon,  as  a  test  of 
their  obedience,  and  as  afi'^n  that  God  had  sanctiSed 
or  .set  ihem  apart  as  a  people  for  himself. 

Secondly,  every  leventh  year  was  a  sabbath  for  the 
land,  daring  whicb  they  were  required  to  let  it  remain 
fallow.  The  spontaneous  produce  thereof,  arising 
from  the  dropped  seed  of  the  previous  year,  was  en- 
tirely fur  the  use  of  the  poor;  God  promising  to  the 
owners  of  the  land  an  increase  in  the  sistb  fear,  . 
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cqtiBi  lo  tlie  produce  of  two  ;ears.  These  sabbathi  I 
were  typical  of  the  rest  which  rcmaineth  for  (he  peo*  1 
pie  of  God. 

And,  tliirdlj,  was  the  grmt  mbbaliral  veah,  oi 
hiUr,  which  oocurred  after  every  seven  ihemitahs,  ot   \ 
periods  of  seven  years ;   the  next,  or  fiftieth  year, 
being  proclaimed  as  the  year  of  Jobileo,  by  a  ^reat  J 
bloniagof  IVuin/fFfi;  from  which  word  indeed  (7Vh»h  I 
pit*,  i.  e,  Jubelim)  it  derives  its  name.     In  this  year  1 
liberty  was  proclaimed  to  all.     E^erj  bond  servant, 
wlicther    Israelite    or    stranger,   was    emancipated. 
Every  debtor  bad  the  sums  be  stood  indehled  cnu- 
oelled.    Every  one  who  had  mortgaged  his  estate,  now 
received  his  land  again  :  for  land  could  not  legally 
be  sold  in  perpetuity,  hut  was  only  leased  out  for  the 
term  of  years  which  bail  to  run  till  tlie  next  jubilee 
occurred.     The  whole  was  a  striking  type  of  "the 
times  of  restitution  of  all  things,"  (Acts  iii,  21,)  spoken 
of  by  the  prophets,  when  the   great  trumpet  shall  be 
blown,  and  those  believers  who  now  groan  in  bondage 
shall  be  delivered  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  all  debts  or  trespasses  being  forgiven. 

Such  was  the  law  given  to  the  people  in  Horeb! 
Holy,  bencRcent,  and  righteous,  it  was  designed  and 
calculated  both  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  people, 
and  to  render  tbcm  happy  in  proportion  as  they  were 
obedient  to  it.  At  the  same  time,  however,  the  holi- 
ness 4if  this  law,  and  the  rigour  of  some  portions  of 
its  ceremonial,— especially  those  ordinances  which 
related  to  uncleanoe.is,  and  voluntary  and  involun- 
tary trespasses, — were  well  suited  to  subserve  the 
parposes  of  that  intermediate  dispensation  which  was 
nltimateiy  to  lead  them  to  Christ.  For  even  the 
Israelites,  wbo  were  the  most  favoured  and,  notwiih- 
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Btandiog  their  transgresHintiB,  tbe  most  tnoraj  people 
of  tliB  world,  were  ncTerlbeless  very  far  from  enter- 
taining adequate  notions  of  Ihe  tioliness  and  power 
of  God,  or  of  tbeir  own  falJen  condition  ;  and  Ibis 
law  was  litted  and  intended  to  make  manifest  to  then 
their  natural  apostacy,  infidelitj,  and  sinfulness,  and 
thus  in  the  end  to  prepare  them,  like  a  acboolmaster, 
for  the  Cbristian  dispensation. 

Previous  to  his  decease,  and  whilst  tbe  people  «H 
joarned  at  their  last  station,  Moses  wrote  again  the 
whole  Law,  which  was  called  Druteronomy,  or  fit 
Second  Law,  in  consequence  of  its  being  thus  recapi- 
tulated or  digested  ;  and  also  becanse  be  required  of 
tbe  new  generation,  which  had  risen  up  sinee  itwal 
first  given  in  Horeb,  to  pledge  themselves  toils  obic^ 
vance.  On  this  occasion  it  was  an  entire  congregatioa 
of  Israel  that  was  summoned  ;  consisting  of  tbe  cap- 
tains and  ctdcrs,  the  people  generally,  their  wivei  and 
little  ones,  and  all  strangers  likewise,  from  tbe  bewer 
of  wood  to  the  drawer  of  water.  (Dent,  xxix.)  Great 
blessings  were  promised  to  them  if  the;  obeyed  thii 
law,  and  awful  denunciations  were  added  ifthey  were 
disobedient,  or  turned  to  Servo  idols.  Thoy  were  then 
to  be  visited  with  plague,  pestilence,  famine,  and 
sore  diseases  ;  they  were  to  he  smitten  before  their 
enemies,  and  exposed  to  rebuke  and  oppression; 
and  finally  they  were  to  be  removed  into  all  king^ 
doms,  and  given  up  to  judicial  blindness  and  mad- 
of  heart,  to  grope  io  the  dark,  as  it  were,  with 
noon-day  light  about  them.  (Dent,  xxviii.) 

The  people  pledged  their  obedience  by  a  aolecaa 
covenant,  and  the  law  was  then  consigned  by  MoMl 
to  the  charge  of  the  priests,  who  were  directed  on 
every  sabbatical  year,  at  the  feast  of  Taberuaolea,  to 
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iiakearse  it  in  the  ears  of  Ihe  assembled  people.  Au- 
otber  copy  was  appointed  to  be  made  for  the  Kinif,  or 
(as  we  may  presume)  for  tbe  judge  or  ruler  under 
God  during;  the  Theoeracy. 

Moses  having  accomplished  these  things,  and  so- 
lemaly  appointed  Judliua  bis  successor,  the  Lord  now 
directed  him  to  ascend  into  Pisgah,  an  eminence  of 
Moonl  Abarim,  opposite  Jericho,  from  wlicnce  he 
was  permitted  to  survey  from  a  distance  the  land  of 
promise,  and  thus  to  gladden  his  heart  wiih  the  ear- 
nest of  those  "  days  afar  off,"  when  he  and  his  pious 
forefathers  should  enjoy  the  fulness  of  the  covenant 
made  with  them,  and  have  their  inheritance  with 
Israel  under  a  hetter  and  more  glorious  dispensation. 
Aod  there  he  died,  at  the  age  of  120  years,  his  eye  not 
being  dim  nor  his  natural  force  ahated.  A  public 
mourning  was  observed  for  him  during  thirty  days  ; 
but  tbe  Iiord  caused  tiim  to  be  privately  interred  in  a 
valley  in  tbe  land  of  Moab,  and  carefully  concealed 
tfae  place  of  his  sepulture  ;  lest  the  excessive  venera- 
tion for  bis  memory,  which  he  foresaw  the  Israelites 
would  afterwards  entertain,  should  lead  to  an  idola- 
trous worship  of  his  remains. 

The  wisdom  which  appeared  in  Moses  as  a  legis- 
lator and  military  leader  have  been  by  some  ascribed 
lo  his  own  tact;  and  he  has  been  presumed  to  have 
bad  some  private  and  special  object  in  view,  con- 
nected with  the  government  and  subjugation  of  Israel, 
in  every  law  which  he  enacted,  and  every  political 
measure  which  was  adopted.  But  lo  speak  of  the 
'  daring  boldness '  of  bis  predictions  and  the  '  clever 
policy  and  adroitness  of  his  measures,''  is  to  lose 

>  Bee  MUman'sHisWrroroie  Jews. 


J 
I 

I 


120  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS  ; 

sight  of  the  fact,  that  he  was  througbont  DOthing 
but  an  agent  acting  nnder  the  express  coromand  and 
immediate  direction  of  Jehovah  ;  and  that  in  IhcuDly 
instance  in  which  he  appears  to  have  forgotten  thii, 
he  drew  upon  himself  a  public  rebulie  from  the  Al- 
mighty, and  was  excloded  from  the  temporary  in- 
heritance of  the  land  of  Canaan.  His  character, 
nevertheless,  as  the  minister  of  God,  in  that  very  ex- 
ulted but  very  Irying  station  to  which  he  was  called, 
has  its  own  peculiar  excellences  :  and  liis  meekneH, 
his  modesty,  his  forbearance,  hia  disintereslednesi, 
his  faith  and  courage,  are  worthy  of  our  higheat  ad- 
rairation.  Nothing  can  he  more  evident  than  that  he 
lived  for  God  and  for  Israel,  and  not  for  himself. 
Twice  the  Lord  proposed  to  bim  to  reject  Israel, 
promising  that  he  would  aggrandize  his  immediate 
posterity  j  and  twice  did  Moses  decidedly  and  with 
the  purest  patriotism  put  it  from  him.  Had  be  been 
influenced  by  motives  of  private  ambition,  and  ill 
the  habit  of  exercising  the  political  dexterity  and 
craft  which  have  been  attributed  to  him,  be  might 
undoubtedly  have  secured  for  his  own  children  the 
snccession  to  Ihe  command  which  be  himself  en- 
joyed, and  have  converted  llie  constilutioti  given  to 
the  Hebrews  into  an  hereditary  monarchy.  But  hi* 
own  children  were  entirely  passed  over,  and  left 
upon  a  level  wilb  the  other  X^viles,  williout  even 
territorial  possession.  The  ofKcc  of  high  priest  n 
conferred  upon  the  descendants  of  his  brother,  a 
the  imperatorship  was  given  {as  we  have  just  seen) 
to  Joshua;  whilst  the  people  in  general  enjoyed  the 
largest  measure  of  freedom  compatible  with  happioeu. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE   JUDGES   OF  ISRAEL,   OR  PERIOD   OF   THE 

THEOCRACY. 

[a.m.  2553.]  The  time  was  now  arrived  when  the 
Hebrews  wer6  to  take  possession  of  Canaan  :  as  soon 
therefore  as  the  days  of  moarning  for  Moses  were 
past,  Joshaa  commanded  them  to  prepare  victaals 
for  a  march.  Up  to  this  period  they  had  been  mira- 
caloasly  sustained  by  the  sapply  of  manna ;  bat  now 
they  were  about  to  be  left  to  the  ordinary  means  of 
God's  providence ;  for  the  manna  ceased  to  fall  im- 
mediately on  their  quitting  the  wilderness  ;  and  the 
guidance  of  the  host  by  the  pillar  and  the  cloud 
was  likewise  apparently  discontinued  at  the  same 
time.  And  not  only  had  Israel  been  marvellously 
fed  and  directed  hitherto,  but  their  raiment  also  had 
not  become  worn  during  the  whole  forty  years,  nor 
had  they  ever  suffered  in  their  marches  from  swollen 
feet:  a  beautiful  type  of  the  blessedness  of  those 
who  spiritually  follow  Christ ;  whose  feet  are  shod 
with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace ;  who  are 
clothed  with  a  robe  of  righteousness,  never  failing 
and  never  fading ;  who  have  the  light  of  life  continu- 
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ally  with  tbero,  and  whose  temporal  and  spiritual 
wanis  are  conslantly  supplied  ! 

The  depravity  of  the  Cauaanitea  has  been  alread; 
DOliced,  (see  page  Si)  Moaes,  in  his  last  instructioai, 
again  adveTlcd  to  their  superstitious  and  evil  prac- 
tices,' and  strictly  enjoined  the  people  to  make  no 
covenant  with  them,  but  lo  destroy  tbcm  ;  lest  Ibet 
should  prove  a  means  of  corrupting  their  childieD, 
and  thus  of  brinfEine;  wrath  upon  Israel ;— an  admool- 
tioD  which  the  events  narrated  in  the  present  cbaptei 
will  prove  not  to  have  been  unnecessary.  They  viat 
likewise  commanded  to  break  down  or  barn  theit 
altars,  imBKca,  and  pillars,  and  also  the  gold  and 

I  Hght  dlfferont  climes  of  eril-wnrlic™  are  CDnmerated  bj  Uma, 
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silver  ornaments  of  their  idols,  and  to  obliterate  the 
very  names  of  their  deities,  lest  by  any  means  they 
might  become  ensnared  thereby.  (Dent.  vii.  and  xii.) 
Excepting  the  gold  and  silver,  and  the  brass  and  iron 
vessels,  (which  were  to  be  parified  by  fire,  and  then 
consecrated  to  the  Lord,)  nothing  of  the  spoil  of  the 
seven  nations  was  to  be  retained, — not  even  the 
cattle,  a  fact  which  evinces  that  the  Hebrews  were  not 
incited  to  the  conquest  of  Canaan  by  the  lust  of  plun- 
der; but  that  they  were  instruments  in  the  hands  of 
Grod  for  the  punishment  of  its  inhabitants. 

Whilst  the  people  were  preparing  for  the  march, 
Joshaa  selected  two  trusty  warriors,  and  sent  them 
forth  secretly  to  Jericho  to  reconnoitre.  On  entering 
the  city  they  proceeded  to  a  house  of  public  enter- 
tainment, situate  on  the  town  walls,  and  kept  by  a 
woman  named  Rahab.^  The  king  of  Jericho,  being 
informed  of  their  arrival,  sent  immediately  to  appre- 
hend them,  but  Rahab,  at  the  risk  of  her  life,  con- 
cealed them  under  a  quantity  of  flax  stalks,  and 
dismissed  the  king's  officers  on  a  wrong  scent ;  after 
which  she  let  down  the  spies  by  a  cord  from  a  window. 
From  this  woman  they  learnt  the  state  of  panic  pro- 
duced among  the  inhabitants  by  the  recent  victories 
of  the  Hebrews  ;  and  expressing  her  own  confidence, 
that  God  was  with  them,  and  that  they  would  pre- 
vail, she  proposed  and  obtained  from  them  a  compact 
for  the  saving  of  herself  and  family. 

1  She  is  called  in  fhe  scriptures  a  harlot ;  not  that  she  was  therefore 
necessarily  a  person  of  profligate  character,  bat  because  the  morals  of 
fotnale  keepers  of  houses  of  public  resort  were  so  commonly  loose, 
tiiat  the  term  harlot  became  identical  with  that  of  innkeeper.  In  the 
instance  of  Rahab,  whatever  may  have  been  her  former  conduct,  she 
now  "  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith ;  *'  (Heb.  xi.  si,  39*)  and 
she  is  honoured  by  being  enumerated  among  the  female  ancestors  of 
our  Lord.  (Matt.  i.  5.) 
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On  receiving  this  inlelliKence.  JoshQa  advanced 
nearer  to  the  Jordan,  that  the  people  might  be  ii 
readJDCss  for  the  passage  of  the  river.  The  order nf 
march  adopted  was  of  a  simpb  but  sttik'iag  character 
Joshua  mere)}  caused  the  Levites  to  bear  the  ark  at 
a  distance  of  2000  cubits  (aboot  three- quarters  of) 
mile)  in  advance  of  the  maiD  body,  who  were  ditcated 
to  move,  turn,  or  halt,  as  thty  saw  the  ark  move. 

After  three  days  more  the  Levites  were  directed  to 
proceed  with  the  ark  to  the  waters  of  tbe  Jordan, 
which  had  now,  being  harvest- time,  overflowed  it 
banks;  (Josh.  iii.  IS,  and  iv.  IB)  and  Joshna,  wIm 
was  already  endued  with  the  power  of  tbe  E 
Ghost,  gave  the  people  to  understand,  that  the  Lord 
was  about  to  show,  by  a  further  testimony,  that  bt 
was  with  him  in  like  manner  as  he  bad  been  with 
Moses.  The  people,  in  this  instance,  advanced  »illi 
divine  confidence  ;  and  □□  sooner  had  the  feet  oflbc 
priests,  who  bore  the  ark,  touched  the  margin  of  the 
river,  than  the  waters  instantly  separated,  those  whiek 
came  down  from  above  accumalatini;  and  rising  to  i 
heap  at  some  distance  from  the  camp,  and  tbe  tribU' 
tary  streams  drying  up.  To  commemorate  this  won- 
derful event  twelve  stones  were  taken  from  tbe  bed  o[ 
the  river,  and  set  up  in  the  place  where  the  aruj 
hailed  after  it  h:id  ell'ecled  the  passage ;  and  twein 
huge  ones  were  likewise  taken  from  the  land,  and 
deposited  in  the  river.  There  they  probably  con- 
tinue to  this  day  j  as  the  river.by  resuming  its  conne, 
would  both  overwhelm  and  preserve  them.' 
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Tke  entire  proceedings  or  Itic  Hebrews  on  Uiis  oc- 
caaioD  were  calcalaled  to  confound  buman  aoiioos 
of  militarj  polioy.  For  now  that  they  were  before 
the  walls  of  Jericho,  the  Lord  directed  the  males  to 
be  circutnciaed  (which  rite  had  been  neglected  daring 
their  sojourn  in  the  wilderneas.)  by  wliich  circam- 
itance  the  army  was  exposed  to  that  very  danger 
rrom  the  enemy,  which  Simeon  and  Levi  tool(  ad- 
vantage of,  when  they  assaulted  the  Shecbemites. 
At  this  time  also  they  observed  the  feast  of  the  pass- 
over  :  the  day  of  the  passag'e  of  the  Jordan  being  the 
very  same  oa  which  they  were  ordered  to  draw  out 
the  Ia.mb.  Every  thing  indeed  wore  the  appearance 
of  a  people  in  perfect  security,  engaged  in  celebrat- 
ing pacifio  and  religious  rites,  instead  of  being  in  the 
presence  of  a  dangerous  enemy  who  was  jealously 
Dbgerving  their  proceedings  from  the  walls. 

The  mode  of  conducting  the  siege  was  still  more 
extraordinary.  By  divine  direction,  Joshua  for  seven 
days  successively  sent  forth  a  solemn  procession, 
consisting  of  the  warriors,  with  the  ark  borne  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  preceded  by  seven  priests.  They 
marcbed  ronnd  the  city  each  day,  the  priests  blowing 
trumpets  made  of  rams'  horns,  but  the  Sghting  men 
preserving  a  strict  silence.  On  the  seventh  day,  in- 
stead of  compassing  the  city  once  only,  the  procession 
passed  round  it  seven  times ;  and  on  the  completion 
of  the  Beventh  circuit,  the  whole  army  set  up  a  shout 
which  rent  the  air,  the  walls  of  the  city  fell  down 
flat,  and  Jericho  was  taken  without  a  blow  and  set  on 
fire.  Joshua  commanded  every  thing  to  be  destroyed, 
with  tbe  exception  of  Rahab  and  her  family. 

But  an  unexpected  reverse  ensued.  Joshua  having 
Dext  despatched  a  select  body  of  troops  against  the 
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cilj  of  Ai,  they  were  repalsed  and  fled  with  a  Isu  of 
aix-and-thirty  killed.  Trifling  as  was  this  diseon- 
fiture  in  itaelf,  llie  people  n  ever  Ih  el  ess,  with  tbei4 
usual  proneness  to  despond,  in  mediately  yielded  to 
terror.  Even  Joshua  begsD  to  wish  that  the  JordaD 
were  once  more  between  bis  attay  and  Ilie  eaemjr; 
bat  he  was  rebuked,  and  informed  that  the  cause  of 
t be  reverse  was  a  transgression  of  God's  command 
by  one  of  the  people.  To  discover  the  offender,  the 
lot  was  resorted  to,  and  Achan  of  the  tribe  of  Judab, 
being  pointed  out  by  it,  acknowledged  that  be  had 
secreted  in  his  tent  a  portion  of  the  spoil  ordered  l« 
be  destroyed.  He  was  conseiiuently  stoned,  and  a 
tuoiulus  raised  over  his  grave  as  a  memorial  baI 
warning. 

Joshua  then,  al  the  direction  of  the  Lord,  planted 
an  ambuscade  of  GOOD  men  in  the  rear  of  Ai;  and 
attacking  it  in  frunl  with  his  main  force,  made  a  feiol 
(if  retreating  as  soon  as  the  inhabitants  came  ont 
against  him.  The  men  of  Ai  being  thus  allured  la  a 
distance  from  the  city,  the  ambush  entered  and  act 
Are  to  it;  and  the  enemy,  perceiving  themselves  cat 
olT  thi:reby  from  retreat  and  placed  between  two 
armies,  were  filled  with  consternation,  and  became  a 
prey  tu  the  sword,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  od  tbs 
part  of  Israel. 

The  neighbouring  kings  of  Canaan  now  entered 
into  a  confederacy  against  their  victorious  aggressoni 
with  tbe  exception  of  the  Hiviles  who  dwelt  at 
Giheonand  the  adjacent  towns,  who,  seemingly  awMS 
that  the  Hebrews  were  not  permitted  to  make  anj 
covenant  with  them,  oevertbeless  obtained  one  b; 
stratagem.  They  seal  an  embassy  to  Joshua,  which 
pretended  to  be  from  a  distant  country;  to  sustaip 
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vfaich  imposture  they  were  provided  with  mould; 
provisioD,  and  clad  !□  patclied  garments  and  shoes, 
which  thej  declared  was  owing  to  the  leu^lh  oT  the 
jaurney  they  had  undertal(cn.     Joshua  omitted  in 
Ibis  instance  to  ask  counsel  of  the  Lord ;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was,  that  he  and  tlie  elders  were  de- 
eeined,  and  entered  into  a  treaty  of  peace  wiih  tliem. 
The  discovery  of  the  cheat  well  nigh  produced  a  mo- 
tin;  among  the  people;  but  the  solemn  oath  of  Joshua 
L      ind  the  council  was  pledged  for  Ibe  protection  of  the 
^v-Mbeonites,  and  therefore  the  treaty  was  religiously 
^■ritoned:  a  rare  circumstance  in  an  afie  when  poli- 
^^^pt  perfidy  every  where  prevailed.    They  were  de- 
^HlAded  howeier  to  the  condition  of  woud  cutlers  and 
I      water  carriers  for  the  service  of  Israel,  conforoicibl; 
*       with  their  own  proposal  to  become  servanls  to  them. 
E  The  sarronnding  chiefs  were  greatly  incensed   at 

■  the  defection  of  the  Gibeonites ;  and  to  deter  others 
-        from  following  their   ruinous  example,  five  princes 

■  nniled  their  forces  and  besieged  them.  The  Gibeon- 
'  ites  sent  to  the  Hebrew  camp,  to  implore  a.ssistance  ; 
'  and  Joshua,  encouraged  by  the  Lord,  fell  suddenly 
\       upon  the  besiegers,  and  pnt  them  to  the  rout.     The 

Almighty  at  the  same  time  visited  Ihcra  with  a  tempest 
of  such  terriflc  character,  that  more  perished  by  (he 
enonnoDS  hailstones,  than  by  (he  sword  of  the  Israel- 
ite*. During  the  pursuit  a  still  more  remarkable 
token  of  the  divine  interposition  was  vouchsafed :  at 
Aeword  of  Joshua  the  sun  and  moon,  which  happened 
Ishe  both  above  the  horizon  together,  were  stayed  in 
Utdr  position,  until  the  people  had  avenged  them- 
selves upon  their  enemies. 

A  few  of  the  Canoanites  found  refuge  for  a  time  in 
the  forLiGed  cities.    The  five  princes  who  commanded 
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them  fled  logether,  at  tbe  commencement  of  tGe 
tie,  and  concealed  themselves  in  a  caveat  Uakke- 
dah,  wliere  they  were  discovered,  and  afterward! 
broQght  before  Joshua  at  GJIgaJ.  He  Qrst  caused  all 
the  captains  of  the  host  to  put  their  feet  npon  tbe 
necks  of  these  kings,  assuring  Ihem  that  ff  thef 
would  ontj'  be  courageous  in  the  Lord,  thej  should 
in  like  manner  overcome  all  their  enemies;  aflOT 
which  the  kings  were  slain,  and  their  bodies  Unown 
into  the  cave  in  which  they  had  taken  refuge ;  a  heap 
of  atones,  piled  against  the  entrance,  continuing  for' 
man;  generations  after  to  point  out  their  sepQlobre, 
and  to  remind  Israel  of  the  power  and  failhfulnraa  of 
their  God.' 

Joshua  next  besieged  snd  look  ii 
citiesMakkedab,Libnah,Lachisb,Eglon,  Hebron,  ud 
Debir;  and  HorRm,  tlie  prince  of  Gezer,  coming  Is 
the  assistance  of  Lachish,  was  likewise  overthrown 
and  his  forces  entirelj  destroyed.  The  whole  indeod 
of  the  south  conntry  between  Kadesh  and  Gibeoa 
was  now  subdued,  with  the  exception  of  Jebnsfoi 
Jernaalem)  and  some  few  other  fortresses. 

The  northern  kings  however,  who,  through  soma 
judicial  infiituation.  had  stood  aloof,  and  sulTered  Ih* 
cities  and  forces  of  the  south  to  be  destroyed,  neXt 
formed  another  powerful  confederacy  under  JabiD, 
king  of  Hazor,  and  drew  together  to  the  waters  of 
Morom  an  immense  multitude,  with  numerous  borMi- 
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and  cb&rioU.     But  Joahua  fell  upon  tbem  unexpect- 
edlj,  and  a  complete  rout  ensued. 

After  these  successes.  Josliua  directed  his  Toraes 
agraiiut  the  AuHkim,  a  giant  race  who  inTesled  the 
hill  ceaDlry,  whom  lie  either  destroyed  or  rendered 
tribatarr,  with  the  exception  of  such  as  might  escape 
oat  of  Palestine.'    The  countrj  might  now  indeed  be 
■aid  to  be  subdued,  Joshua  having  in  the  short  space 
of  seven  years,  overthrown  thirty-one  kings,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  previously  subdued  by  Moses. 
^__{A.M.  25G0.] — As  the  people  now  enjoyed  rest  from 
^KflJMb' enemies,  Joshua  was  left  at  liberty,  previous  to 
^^^B decease,  to  carry  into  execution  (he  various  in- 
^^jinctions  he  had  received  from  God  respecting  their 
li^      final  establishment  in  tlic  land.     The  conquered  ter- 
•       ritory  was  partitioned  out  by  lot,  in  those  portions 
'        osually  represented  in  maps  of  Palestine.    Shiloh  in 
m      the  portion  of  Ephrarm,  which  was  thetribe  of  Joshua, 
■     became  the  bead-quariers  of  Israel.    Here  ihe  taber- 

f  >  The  SciiptureB  plaioly  speak  nr  b  rwp  of  glauu,  wtaotn  Uier  mil 

\  yiphUim  una  nrphaim  1  and  all  writers  of  ptolhor  history  who  refer 

%aa  exogjreisUon.    Plularch  perhaps  glyes  correct  dimenalons  when 


were  called  EniM  und  ^iintvnm(«  by  the  Moibites;  bnl  by  Ihe  He- 
brews  AJxMm.trom  AdbIi,  the  head  of  a  chief  fBinll)'  of  tbem. 
[a  Ttgaii  also  lo  the  escape  at  ■nms  of  the  Canaanltca,  Procopiui 

■Mcb  remained  in  bis  time  at  Tit^is.  in  Kumidla,  do  which  wai  ■ 
libanician  Inscription,  stating,  "  H't  art  llun/ <ilui  Jlrd  fnm  lir/ac. 
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ond  Amen.  The  law  was  GDall;  written  npon  great 
itan«a,  which  were  set  up  in  Mount  Ebal,  and  plais- 
■ered  over;  on  the  face  of  which  the  letlera  were 
scratched  or  written  "  very  plainly,"  whilst  the  cement 
ras  wet.  '  (Deut.  xsvii.  2,  3.) 

[A.H.  2585.]  Soon  after  this,  Joshua  died,  in  the 
lOlh  year  of  his  age.  The  period  of  his  rule,  which 
nnst  have  lasted  about  thirty'two  years,  appears  to 
laTC  been  not  only  glorious,  in  a  military  point  of 
riew;  but  distin^ished  alao  by  the  comparative  zeal 
ind  integrity  with  which  the  nation  worshipped  and 
ibeyed  Jehovah.  The  same  state  of  things  cuntinued 
luriog  the  life-time  of  those  princes  and  elders  of  the 
leople,  who  had  seen  all  the  wonderful  works  and 
irovidencGof  God  ;  and  in  whose  ears  the  last  solemn 
camio^a  both  of  Moses  and  Josbua  still  vibrated. 

[a.m.  2595.] — There  is  not  however  a  more  conclu- 
live  evidence  of  the  natural  alienation  of  the  heart 
'rom  God,  than  the  testimony  which  history  a^nrds 
)f  the  rapid  apostacy  of  succeeding  generations,  in 
nations  or  cities  where  the  power  and  knowledge 
a[  God  have  been  manifest  in  an  eminent  degree. 
Symptoms  of  this  moral  declension  soon  began  to 
betray  themselves  in  Israel.  For  some  years  after 
Ihe  death  of  Joshoa  they  were  engaged  in  warfare 
with  those  Canaanites  not  yet  subdued,  each  tribe 
endeavouring  to  clear  its  own  inheritance;  but  some 
it  length  omitted  to  destroy  the  altars  and  other 
[races  of  the  idolatrous  worship  of  the  vanquished; 
uid  lome,  becoming  weary  of  the  conflict,  were  satis- 
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Bed  with  subjecting  Iheir  cnemiea,  ttnd  tolerated  thm 
SDperstilioQa.  The  district  of  Sidon  in  the  Dorth. 
and  Philiatia  in  the  south,  remained  altogether  nii- 
sabdued.  The  Amorites  were  still  powerful  in  monnt 
Heres,  and  a  Tew  years  after  the  death  of  Josfauk 
drove  the  Danites  up  into  the  mounlairi,  and  with 
their  iron  chariols  maintained  themselves  in  the  val- 
leys. Jebus,  (afterward  Jerusalem,)  Megiddo,  Geser, 
and  many  other  towns,  scattered  Ihroughont  Palei- 
tine  were  suffered  to  capitnlateon  hecoming  tribu- 
tary.' (Judges  i.)  By  the  natural  man,  who  is  prone 
to  reason  as  if  he  considered  himself  more  merciful 
aud  tolerant  than  God,  this  relaxatinn  of  their  n 
severities  will  probably  be  approved.  The  speciooi 
argument  would  perhaps  at  that  time  present  itaelf,— 
'Many  of  the  customs  of  this  people  appear  hannleili 
some  are  even  worthy  of  imitation;  and  if  a  few 
must  be  condemned,  is  it  not  the  most  benevolent 
course  to  endeavour,  hy  dwelling  among  them,  to 
convert  them  ? '  But  this  ill-judged  lenily  and  apatlij 
was  the  beginning  of  serious  troubles  to  Israel,  a 
Moses  had  forewarned  them  would  be  the  case :  fo 
they  thus  became  "  mingled  among  the  heathen,  and 
learned  their  ways."  The  next  step  in  Ihe  downward 
progress  naturally  was  lo  intermarry  with  Iheni ;  and 
familiarly  beholding  in  consequence  their  idolalroas 
rites,  they  nest  proceeded  lojoin  in  them.  Thus  wen 
the  descendants  of  those,  who  only  a  few  years  pr»- 
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vioiuly  were  straiDin^  every  nerve  lo  abolish  idols, 
now  seen  boniDg  to  Baal  and  Asbtarolli,  cdosg- 
crating  their  children  as  priests  to  ilieae  deities,  and 
eren  offering  the  blood  of  their  children  in  sacri- 
fiee.  (Psalm  cvi.)  Many  who  proceeded  not  to  these 
CxtTemes  had  Devenhcless  idols  in  their  houses  ; 
whilst  others  maintained  Leviles,  who  oo n formed  I o 
a  miagled  worship  of  true  relij^ion  and  idolatry. 

Tc^vther  nilh  the  superstitions  of  the  heathen, 
the;  quicLl;  also  became  polluted  with  their  licen- 
tiousness. One  instance  of  depravity  forms  too  im- 
portant a  feature  in  the  history  of  the  Benjamitea  to 
be  passed  over  in  silence.  An  alrocions  outrage  was 
committed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah  of  Ben- 
jamin, upon  the  concubine  of  a  Levite,  who  was 
joameying  through  ibat  city,  and  which  caused  her 
death.  The  injured  hnsband,  for  the  purpose  of 
arousing  the  indignation  of  Israel,  resorted  to  the 
revolting  expedient  of  cutting  np  her  violated  body 
Into  twelve  portions,  and  sending  one  to  each  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel.  It  produced  the  desired  cHecI. 
There  was  suQicient  nioral  virtue  still  latent  in  the 
nation  to  determine  the  tribes  to  avenge  the  aboiui- 
nation.  They  had  long  ceased  to  ask  counsel  of  God 
tn  their  proceedings ;  but  in  this  instance  they  had 
recourse  to  Phinchaa,  who  was  still  living;  and  with 
the  Lord's  sanclion  they  sent  forth  their  hosts  agaiust 
Gibeah,  to  the  number  of  400,000  fighting  men.  The 
BcDJatnites  not  only  refused  to  give  up  the  perpetra- 
tors of  this  deed,  but  threw  an  army  of  26,000  men 
into  Gibeah  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  Israelites,  though  encouraged  by  the  Lord  to 
ondertalie  this  war,  were  nevertheless  severely  pu- 
nished themselves  in  the  first  instance,  and  suffered 
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a  loss  of  40,000  men  in  two  differeot  sallies  from  tie 
town.  The  next  encounter  liowever  proved  almost 
entire  destruction  to  the  bei^ieged :  tbe  city  was  taken, 
and  odIj  a  Tew  liuDdred  men  escaped  from  the  slaogb- 
ler  which  followed,  and  fled  into  the  wildernsM. 
The  Hebrews  then  turned  their  hand  against  Ul« 
remaining  cities  of  tbe  Benjamiles,  setting  fire  U 
all  that  they  captured,  and  destroying  the  male  ia- 
habitants.  The  tribe  of  Benjamlti  would  have  b<CD 
exterminated,  had  not  the  Lord  interposed;  and  tbe 
coDipassian  of  Israel  was  now  exercised  in  tustering 
the  remnant  tbat  was  spared,  providing  them  wifUi 
and  in  otber  respects  promoting  their  welfare.  Thii 
is  the  first  civil  war  recorded  ia  tboir  history. 

Terrible  as  was  this  chastisement,  the  generalilj 
of  tbe  nation  nevertheless  soon  relapsed,  and  tl 
same  superstitions  and  abominations  again  polloied 
the  land  and  provoked  tbe  anger  of  tbe  Almighty. 
A  long  period  indeed  ensued,  tbe  narrative  of  which 
is  chequered  by  tbe  relation  of  Ihe  frequent  apost>- 
cies  of  the  people,  of  the  tyrants  whom  God  conse- 
quently permitted  to  oppress  them,  and  of  tbe  eminent 
deliverers  whom  he  raised  up  on  their  repentaaee. 
For  God  was  ever  faithful  to  punish  them,  when 
they  needed  correction  ;  and  compassionate  lo  relieve 
them,  when  they  were  bumbled  under  the  rod. 

The  first  judge  or  ruler  of  any  note  after  Joshua 
was  Othniel  of  Jadah,  a  nephew  of  the  renowned 
Caleb.  God  had  delivered  tbe  nation  into  the  power 
of  Chashanrishathaim,  a  king  of  Mesopotamia,  who 
bad  reduced  them  to  bondage  during  eight  yeara. 
The  particulars  of  Olhniel's  conquests  are  not  tb- 
In  ted  ;  but  the  land  afterwards  enjoyed  rest  for  the 
remainder  of  bis  life,  during  which  the  people  were 
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in  some  measure  restrained  from  idolatry  by  liis 
tluence.  Bot  at  bis  death  they  agaia  fell  into  trc 
greasion,  wben  £gloD  the  kingorMoabiras  permiiled 
to  obtain  a  mastery  over  them;  and  together  with 
llie  Ammotiites  and  Amalekites  oppressed  them  dur- 
ing eighteen  years.  But  when  the  Hebrews  humbled 
themselves,  God  raised  up  Ehad,  a  Benjamite.  who 
having  killed  Egloo,  put  10.000  Moabiles  to  the  sword. 

Their  next  revolt  brought  them  onder  the  yoke  of 
Ihc  Philistines,  from  whom  Shamgar,  a  Benjamtte, 
was  the  instrument  of  rescuing  them,  after  having 
himself  slain  GOO  of  the  enemy  with  an  ox  goad.' 

After  Ibis  they  were  oppressed  for  twenty  years  by 
Jabin,  king  of  Canaan,  who  reigned  in  Hazor.'  He 
bad  900  chariots  of  iron,  and  a  captain  general  of 
great  prowess  and  renown,  named  Sisera.  The  con- 
dition to  which  the  Hebrews  were  reduced  by  him, 
(and  io  the  days  of  Shamgar,  with  which  this  period 
was  probably  coeval.)  may  be  judged  of  in  some 
measDre  from  the  song  of  triumph  which  celebrates 
(heir  deliverance.  The  villages  were  deserted  ;  no 
Israelite  dared  to  appear  in  the  high  ways,  but  they 
Hero  compelled  to  travel  liy  unknown  tracks  and 
by-paths;  those  inhabitants  who  were  permitted  Io 
cultivate  the  land  were  disarmed,  and  none  could  go 
out  even  to  draw  water  without  danger  of  violence. 
A  prophetess  however  was  raised  up  in  Israel, 
named  Deborah.     She  resided  in  Mount  Ephra 
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aDd  the  people  once  more  gave  indioation  of  relDrn- 
ing  to  the  Lord,  by  resorting  lo  h^r  for  conDsel  aad 
instraction.  By  express  direction  from  God  she  aum- 
moned  Barak,  a  priDce  of  the  house  of  Naphtali,  to 
march  toward  Mount  Tabor  with  an  arm;  of  10,000 
men.  before  whom  the  forcea  of  Sisera  were  ot 
thrown,  aod  their  leader  obliged  to  abandon  tb« 
chariot  in  which  he  rode,  and  lo  flee  away  on  fi 
He  efTecled  his  escape  in  the  first  instance  to 
Kcnites,  the  descendants  of  Jethra,  the  rather-in-l 
of  Moses,  but  was  put  to  dealli  by  Jael,  the  wife  of 
Heber,  the  master  of  the  lent  in  which  he  took  ^ef^g^ 
who  drove  a  nail  through  his  temples,  as  he  lay 
wearied  and  in  a  deep  sleep  on  the  ground.  Tl 
Israelites  followed  up  this  victory  until  they  had  d 
stioyed  the  king  of  Canaan  himself;  after  which  tlw 
land  again  had  a  considerable  period  of  resL 

After  this  they  again  "did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord;"  and  the  national  delinquency  was  immediately 
visited  with  another  national  chastisement,  by  me: 
of  the  Midianites.  The  tyranny  which  the  Hebrew* 
endured  from  them  was  so  severe,  that  numbers  betook 
themselves  to  hiding-places ;  and  at  this  period  many 
of  those  dens  and  caves  were  conslrucied,  which 
slill  remain  in  the  mountains  and  fastnesses  of  Pal' 
estine.  The  corn  which  they  had  sown  was  entirely 
destroyed  by  the  Midianites,  who  with  bands  of 
Amalekites,  and  other  confederates  from  the  esBt, 
desci-ibed  as  being  like  grass-hoppers  for  multitude, 
left  no  sustenance  either  for  man  or  beast.  But  Is- 
rael was  once  more  also  in  hamiMalion;  when  the 
Lord  selected  for  their  deliverance  Gideon,  of  the 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  who  having  had  his  own  faith 
previously  confirmed    by  notable  signs,   assemhied 
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J  ot  ^,000  men.  But  God  would  in  Ibis  in 
stance  bave  it  clearly  seen  by  his  people,  that  Ihe 
battle  is  of  the  Lord  and  not  ol'  mao  ;  and  having 
theietore  selected  from  out  of  this  number  onl;  300 
men,  he  dismissed  the  remaioder  to  Ibeir  tents.  Gi- 
deon divided  this  small  band  into  three  coiupanies 
of  one  bnndred  each,  and  having  procnred  for  every 
man  a  tram  pet,  a  pitcher,  and  a  lamp,  be  marched 
them  at  night  against  the  enemy,  in  three  diBerent 
directioDS,  charging  Ihem  to  maintain  a  strict  silence 
lod  lo  cover  their  lamps  with  their  pitchers.  On 
artiving  at  the  out-posts  of  the  Midianiles,  who  were 
■pread  along  the  valley  of  Moreh,  the  whole  on  a  sig- 
nal broke  their  pitchers,  displayed  the  lights,  sounded 
the  trumpets,  and  rushed  upon  the  enemy ;  who  fled 
panio-atruck,  mistaking  and  hewing  down  each  other. 
The  Hebrews  who  had  been  dismissed  lo  their  tenia 
DOW  joined  in  the  pursuit,  and  Ihe  Ephraimites  taking 
possession  of  the  fords,  cut  off  the  enemy's 
ud  a  great  slaughter  ensued.  Two  Midianitish 
princes,  mentioned  in  the  Hebrew  Psalms,  Oreb  and 
Zeeb,  fell  into  their  hands,  and  were  slain,  the  one  at 
a  rock,  the  other  at  a  wine-press,  afterwards  called 
by  their  names.  Gideon,  in  the  mean  while,  pursued 
aftera  detached  corps,  headed  by  Zeba  and  Zalmunna, 
Iwo  other  Midianitish  princes,  which  corps  he  com- 
pletely  estermioated.  Thus  was  this  multitude  of 
enemies  destroyed,  the  immense  naniher  of  135,000 
bating  perished  by  the  sword.  The  gold  of  the  ear- 
rings alone,  which  was  awarded  to  Gideon  as  his 
aliare  of  the  spoil,  weighed  1700  shekels.' 

>  What  brlonBed  to  the  toot  Midianitish  klngB  also,  fell  Ig  tticahaTF 
of  OWeoo.    They  WHte  ilttred  in  puTfle  raiment,  (which  waa  there- 
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The  conduct  and  victory  of  Gideon  infosed  inlo 
the  Hebrews  so  great  a  confidence  in  him,  that  the; 
now  proposed  to  make  him  king  over  Israel,  ojid  ta 
render  the  monarchy  hereditary  in  bis  fatnilj ;  bnt 
ho  piously  declined  it,  botli  for  himself  and  children, 
declaring  that  the  Lord  shonld  continue  to  be  t^r 
ruler.  But  though  Gideon  acted  with  integrity  to- 
ward God  in  the  main,  and  restrained  the  people  by 
bis  influence  from  open  idolatry,  he  nevertheleu 
made  an  ephod  of  the  spoil  taken  from  the  Midianilei, 
and  set  it  up  in  Ophrah,  and  all  Israel  is  said  to  baie 
gone  a  whoring  after  it,  and  it  became  a  aoaro  M 
Gideon  and  to  his  house.'  No  sooner  was  be  de- 
ceased than  the  nation  generally  relapsed  into  tke 
worship  of  Baal,  and  the  family  of  Gideon  was  tu- 
gratefully  treated  ;  a  recompense  for  his  error  in 
matter  of  the  ephod. 

Gideon  left  no  less  than  seventy  sons  by  differeol 
wives,  and  another  also,  named  Abimelech,  by  a  « 
cabine  of  Shechem.  Abimelech,  who  was  a  oniel 
and  crafty  person,  conspired  with  his  citizens,  by  ■ 
appeal  to  their  vanity  and  political  selfishness,  to 
destroy  the  seventy  legitimate  sons  of  Gideon,  and 
10  give  to  him  the  sovereignty  which  his  father  had 
rejected.  They  were  consequently  all  mardered, 
excepting  Jotham  the  yonngest,  who  contriTed  to 
make  his  escape.  But  God  punished  this  treachery 
of  Abimelech  and  his  citizens  by  making  each  party 
a  cnrse  and  scourge  to  the  other.    The  men  of  She- 
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10  oppressed  bj  bis  tfrantiy,  that  at  Ibe 
end  or  three  jears  they  sought  to  compass  bis  de- 
sirncliaa  ;  whilst  be,  on  bis  part,  watched  like  a 
leopard  over  their  city,  and  succeeded  by  Tarions 
surprises  in  destroying  the  inhabitants,  and  razing 
tbe  city  lo  the  ground.  But  proceeding  anerwarda 
to  deal  Id  lilie  maoner  with  tbe  iDbabitanlsofThebez, 
a  neighbouring  city,  a  woman  hurled  part  of  a  mill- 
stone on  bis  bead  Troin  the  top  of  tbe  tower,  and 
killed  him  on  the  spot. 

Nothing  particular  is  recorded  for  forty-fiie  years 
after  tbis,  except  the  names  of  two  judges  who 
ruled  during  ibat  period,  Tola  and  Jair ;  and  that  the 
people  became  still  more  addicted  to  the  worsbip  of 
idols.  Baal,  Ashterolh,  Chemosb,  Cbiun,  Dagon, 
Moloch,  which  were  deities  of  Zidonia,  Moab.  Am- 
mon  and  Phitistia,  were  all  of  them  introduced  into 
larael ;  some  of  the  Hebrews  substituting  idols  in 
place  of  the  worship  of  Jehovah ;  and  others  relain- 
iag  Us  rites,  hot  superadding  the  worship  of  images. 
For  these  things  the  Lord  again  chastised  them,  by 
Siviog  them  into  the  bands  of  the  Ammonites  and 
Philistines. 

From  the  Ammonites  they  were  after  a  while  deli- 
vered by  Jephtbah,  who  having  been  expelled  from 
Cilead  through  a  faction  raised  up  by  his  own  bre- 
ifiren,  had  afterwards  become  powerful,  as  chief  over 
sband  of  fiee-booters.  He  was  nevertheless  influ- 
enced by  the  fear  of  God,  anil  after  his  conntrymen 
had  recalled  him  and  made  him  their  bead,  the  Spirit 
of  God  came  upon  him  and  specially  endowed  him 
for  the  appointed  work.  He  speedily  subdned  the 
Amntonltes  i  but  two  circumstances  tended  greatly 
lodamp  the  public  satisfaction  at  the  victory.     The 
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one  was  an  incoDsi derate  vow,  which  Jephthab 
had  previously  made,  to  offer  as  a  burnt-offeriag,  in 
case  he  returned  victorious,  the  first  person  whiah 
should  come  forth  to  welcome  him  from  hla  own 
hoDse.  This  happened  to  be  his  only  child,  a  daugh- 
ter, who  advanced  to  meet  him  at  the  bead  of  a  trail 
of  damsels,  dancing'  and  playio);  on  timbrels;  and 
she  was  consequently  devoted  to  a  life  of  celibRCj, 
(Jadges  xi.  39.)  to  the  great  grief  of  her  father,  ud 
exciting  the  commiseration  of  all.' 

The  other  event  was  far  more  tragical  in  its  iKM. 
and  was  occasioued  liy  the  Ephraimites,  who  to«k 
umbrage  at  not  having  been  summoned  by  Jephthik 
to  the  battle;  whence  a.  brief  but  bloody  civil  war 
ensued,  which  be  was  unable  to  quell  until  he  bad 
destroyed  42,OUO  men  of  Ephraim.    This  is  the  Bni 

■  Much  lUfference  of  opinioD  cxistg  wltta  ropiri  to  tbe  actail  Mi  tt 
thig  Toune  pereoD.  Tbe  i:nnclaslon  of  BamE.  tbHt  Jephthah  aetutlll 
oAnd  lilB  ilBugbter  net,  burnt  su^riflce,  in  tbE  eame  mumeru  Oc 
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decided  indication  mcDtioned  of  ibe  jealooij  of  (b« 
Ephraimites,  which  ultJmHlel;  will  be  foaod  to  le»d 
10  terions  conseqaeoces.  They  were  the  mcMt  coa- 
siderable  of  the  tribes  in  number;  thej  wete  de- 
scended frbm  the  emineDt  Joseph,  whose  boou  were 
still  preserved  among;  them;  the  biith-rigbt  or  pre- 
emineace,  which  was  taken  from  Reuben,  was  l^reB 
to  them,  by  virtoR  of  their  precedeocy  over  Maou- 
3eb  ; '  Joshua,  the  most  glorious  of  the  Hebrew  cob>  I 
qoerors,  was  likewise  of  their  tribe;  the  eofrared  ' 
Iraascript  of  the  law  was  set  up  on  Mount  EbaJ  in 
their  territory;  and  the  tabernacle,  being  likewise 
pitched  among  them,  to  which  all  Israel  reiorted  at 
the  great  reslivals,  conslilDled  Shiloh  the  metropolis 
of  the  entire  nation.  These  thinj^s  tended  lo  make 
Ephraim  proad  of  their  political  importance  and 
dignity. 

[a.m.  2870.]  There  is  considerable  obscnrity  with 
regard  to  the  order  of  the  events  connected  with  tbit 
period.  It  seems  evident,  front  Judges  s.  7.  that  the 
(peg  Philistine  oppression  began  contewporaneously 
die  Ammoniliah ;  in  whic;h  case  also  Ibzan, 
and  Abdon,  three  other  judges,  whose  names 
are  mentioned  in  scripture,  moat  have  been  con- 
iporary  (in  part  at  least,)  with  Jephthah,  who  only 
nrrived  the  war  with  the  Ephraimites  about  six 
Id  the  lirst  year  (as  many  have  inferred,)  of 
period,  two  remarkable  persons  were  bora, 
Samnel  and  Samson,  the  last  of  the  judges  of  Israel. 
To  avoid  confusion  however  in  the  history,  Samsoo 
be  first  separately  noticed  and  dismissed. 
le  birth  of  Samson  was  remarkable  from  the  cir- 
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cumstance  tbat  his  motlier  was  previonsly  Baneit, 
and  that  be  waa  tbe  child  of  promise  made  by  an 
angel  to  his  parents,  nho  were  Uanites  of  Zarah.  B) 
diviDe  direction  be  was  brought  up  stricllj  as  a  Na- 
aarite,  or  one  dedicated  to  God;  and  at  an  eulf 
period  he  gave  indicatioii  that  tbe  power  of  God  wu 
with  him. 

His  frst  adventure  was  the  ripping  in  twain  ■ 
young  lion,  which  roared  against  him  in  the  way,  and 
which,  by  a  sodden  impalse  of  the  Spirit  be  dar1«d 
on  and  tore,  with  aa  much  ease  as  if  il  had  been  t 
kid.  This  happened  on  his  way  to  Timnath,  a  citf 
of  the  Philistines,  whither  he  was  jonrncying  to  pa; 
his  addresses  to  a  youog  woman,  with  whose  beaut} 
he  was  captivated.  His  parents  remonstrated  againn 
the  mate h ;  but  Samson's  natural  temper  was  way- 
ward and  impelnous;  and  an  obaervation  of  tbe 
sacred  penman  relative  to  this  circnmslance  (Judges 
xiv.  4,)  ahewa  that  it  was  so  overruled  in  this  matter 
and  ordered  of  God,  that  whilst  hia  conduet  proved  a 
of  vexation,  and  therefore  of  nghteons  cor- 
1,  to  himself,  it  afforded  him  various  just  occa- 
of  punishing  the  Fhiiiatines,  whom  the  Lord 
raised  him  up  to  chaslise. 

Samson  again  went  toTimnah  to  marry  the  woman; 
and  in  tbe  coarse  of  Ibe  nuptial  festivities  proposed 
a  riddle  for  solution  to  tbe  thiriy  Philistine  yoalhs 
appointed  as  honorary  attendants ;  with  the  condition 
tbat,  if  they  guessed  il  within  tbe  week  of  tbe  feast, 
he  would  give  to  each  of  tbeni  a  sheet  and  a  cfaan|[e 
of  raiment;  and  that  if  they  failed  they  shontd  each 
give  one  to  him.  At  tbe  expiration  of  the  time  tbey 
inable  to  resolve  it ;  but  his  wife,  intimidated  by 
(who  threatened  else  to  destroy  l>otb 
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herBnd  her  father's  family,)  extorted  it  from  him  and 
bettajed  it.  Samson  was  vesed,  but  dissembling  hia 
anger,  he  went  forth  privily  to  Asbkeloo,  slew  thirty 
Philistines  and  with  the  spoil  discharged  his  engage- 
ment. The  damael  was  nevertheless  perfidioasly  given 
(u  another ;  incensed  at  which  Samson  withdrew,  and 
bating  eolrapped  a  large  narober  of  foxes,  he  tied 
■hem  (ail  to  tail,  and  affixing  a  lighted  firebrand  to 
fach  pair,  drove  them  into  the  cornfields  and  vine- 
yards of  the  enemy.  On  learning  who  was  the  su- 
Ihor  of  this  injury,  and  his  motive  for  iDflicting  it,  the 
Philistines  went  up  and  destroyed  the  damsel,  toge- 
iber  with  her  father  and  his  family;  thus  bringing 
upon  them  that  punishment  for  their  treachery. 
Ihtongh  fear  of  which  they  bad  been  guilty  of  it. 

The  wrath  of  Samson  was  not  yet  appeased :  he 

suddenly  fell   npon   a   body  of  the  Philistines,   and 

Laving  made  great  havoc  among  them,  retreated  tu 

the  top  of  the  rock  Elam  in  the  territory  of  Judah, 

The  Philistines  demanded  him  of  the  men  of  Judah; 

ud  Samson  sulTered  them  to  deliver  him  bound  to 

Uk).eDemy;  but  whilst  they  shouted  with  exultation 

^^bltcholding  him  their  captive,  the  Spirit  of  God 

^P^  mightily  upon  him ;  in  an  instant  he  snapped 

Minder  bis  bonds,  and  seizing  the  jaw-bone  of  an 

IM,  which  happened  to  be  at  hand,  he  attacked  his 

tHniies   with   irresistible   impetuosily,   and   slew   a 

tkuuaad  of  them  therewith. 

TliJs  action,  like  all  the  rest  of  those  performed  by 
SuiMB,  was  eSected  by  his  own  individual  prowess. 
wjtboat  the  aid  of  any  army  or  band  of  followers ; 
udfrom  tbis  time  he  appears  to  have  been  looked 
BptD  u  a  deliverer,  and  constituted  a  judge  in 
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[a.m.  2890.] — The  sensoal  paasioDs  of  Samson  ap- 
pear liiroaghaut  lo  have  been  the  cause  of  his  diBi- 
cahies  and  dangers,  at  the  aame  time  that  they  gare 
occasion  to  the  display  of  his  heroism  and  supenu- 
tnral  strength.  We  next  find  him  watched  into  tli« 
house  of  a  harlot  at  Gaza  of  the  Philistines,  the  inbi- 
bitanls  of  which  city,  conceiving  that  they  bad  bia 
secare  within  their  walls,  waited  quietly  till  the 
morning.  Bat  he  arose  at  midnight,  and  wrencbtd 
away  in  one  mass' the  strong  gates  of  the  city,  « 
the  jambs  or  sideposts,  barred  and  locked  togetberat 
they  were,  and  placing  his  shoulders  under  the  pon- 
derous burden,  be  carried  them  away  to  the  lop  of  % 
hill  before  Hebron. 

He  next  placed  his  affections  on  a  wily  and  beait^ 
less  courtezan  among  the  Philistines,  named  Delilak* 
She,  at  the  instance  of  her  countrymen,  who  pre- 
mised her  a  large  reward  if  she  could  discover  tba 
secret  of  Samson's  strength  and  deliver  him  alif^ 
was  constantly  pressing  him  to  disclose  wherein 
consisted.  For  some  time  he  amused  and  decoifed 
her ;  but  at  length,  though  he  had  repeated  evidcDM 
of  ber  perfidy,  he  was  so  much  infatuated  a 
to  her  the  truth  :  viz.,  thai  the  secret  of  bis  strenglfe 
was  in  his  hair;  but  that  if  bis  bead  were  shorn b* 
would  become  as  another  man.  His  artful  mistrcu 
soon  found  opportunity  to  inveigle  him  to  sleep  will 
his  bead  upon  ber  lap,  whilst  a  o 
diness  came  in  and  cat  off  bis  locks.  Samson  awokl 
from  his  sleep  at  the  rash  in  of  the  PbilisIineSi  vh) 
were  in  anibaah ;  but  found,  alasl  not  only  that  Ml 
hair  was  gone,  but  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  WH 
likewise  departed,  and  he  became  wealc  before  U< 
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The  Philiatioefl  spared  his  life  only  that,  wiUi 
batharity  more  cruel  than  death,  (hey  mifbt  reserve 
him  for  mockery  and  sport.  They  put  oa(  hii  eyea, 
and  having  bound  him  with  fellers,  compeUed  biin  to 
:  formidable  Slreoflh  in  grinding 
a  prison  of  Gaza.  Bat  the  moment 
of  tiiatupl)  aadexollalion  proved  likewise  one  of  sig- 
nal retribatlon.  A  day  of  sacriGce  to  Da^on.  their 
god,  was  appointed  for  this  inglorioas  acbietemeat.' 
The  edifice,  in  which  the  festival  was  celebrated,  was 
ueonstrueled.  tliat  thoqgh  il  was  of  vast  dimensions, 
hsving  galleries  apon  Ihe  roof,  looking  into  the  inner 
coart  or  ball,  which  were  capable  of  containing  3000 
persons,  yet  was  its  main  support  dependent  npon 
two  principal  pillars,  placed  near  to  each  other.  Into 
Uie  space  betow  were  gathered  the  nobles  of  Plii- 
Dof  or  galleries  were  61led  with 
n  from  above  at  the  sport  afforded 
,  who  was  led  about  among  the  multitude 
}  he  gazed  at  and  insalled,  Tbe  hair  of 
n  bad  begun  to  grow  during  his  eonSi 
experienced  in  himself  symptoms  of  returning 
V  therefore  entreated  tbe  yoatb,  who 
)  about,  to  suffer  him  to  rest  awhile  against 
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the  two  main  pillars  of  the  edifice.  The  youth  di 
tingly  complied  ;  when  Satnion,  )i a ?iii goffered  a  brief 
bat  cfTeclDal  prayer  to  the  God  or  Israel,  spread  forlh 
his  arms  so  as  to  reach  the  two  pillars  with  his  handa. 
and  bowing  himself  with  all  bis  might,  and  exclaiin- 
ing,  "Let  roe  die  with  the  PhiltHtnei,"  the  sapporu 
yielded  to  his  prodigious  strength,  and  the  bnildlBg 
fell,  burying  in  one  common  ruin  both  Samsoti  him- 
self and  the  whole  assembled  glory  of  Philistia. 

There  is  a  melancholy  grandeur  in  the  fate  of  Sam- 
son that  excites  both  our  pity  and  onr  admiratiOD i 
but  he  is  nevertheless  the  least  amiable  and  en- 
gaging, and  the  one  we  least  sympathize  with,  of  all 
those  heroes  of  Israel  who  obtained  a  good  repivl 
throngh  faith.  (Heb.  xi.  32.)  His  history  howem 
serves  to  illustrate  the  superior  value  of  a  small  mci- 
sore  only  of  the  inwardly  sanctifying  power  of  God'* 
Spirit,  compared  with  that  miraculoos  energy  » 
was  eserted  physically  in  Samson. 

[a.m.  2S7U.]  The  birth  of  Samuel,  like  that  of  bit 
colemporary,  was  likewise  the  consequence  of  i 
vine  promise  and  interposition.  His  father  " 
Levite  named  Elkanah,  and  his  mother  the  pious  Mi 
inspired  Hannah,  who  is  the  first  that  speaks  of  tic 
Seed  promised  to  Abraham,  under  the  title  of  ki»f 
and  Meisiah,  i.  e.  "  the  anointed."  Like  SamsML 
also,  he  was  dedicated  as  a  Naeartte  from  bis  birth; 
and  when  be  was  only  ayear  old,  was  taken  uptf 
his  mother  and  confided  to  the  care  of  Eli,  who  m( 
then  high  priest. 

The  prevailing  ungodliness  of   this   period  ^ 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  scandalous  bohavioar  ot 
the  priests  in  their  sacred  office.     Eli,  the  aged  p 
tiS,  was  himself  a  pioas,  but  weak  ataui  mi^ 
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trmyed  that  fiedling  too  frequent  amoog  religioos 
penoiWy— the  want  of  exercising  proper  discipline 
and  authority  over  his  children.  The  consequence 
waa,  that  his  sons  had  become  so  profligate  in  morals, 
and  withal  so  indecorous  in  the  discharge  of  their 
ministerial  office,  that  the  public  were  disgusted,  and 
■egleeted  the  worship  of  the  tabernacle. 

[A.M.  2882—2910.]  A  prophet  of  God  had  already 
warned  Eli  of  the  wrath  he  was  provoking,  and  de- 
ohuned  to  him,  (as  an  earnest  that  the  punishment  he 
was  about  to  receiTc  was  of  God,)  that  his  two  sons, 
Hophni  and  Phinehas,  should  both  die  in  one  day. 
The  same  awful  denunciations  were  now  reiterated 
by  Samuel,  who  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  (as 
im  supposed)  was  established  by  eyident  tokens,  and 
reverenced  throughout  Israel,  as  a  prophet  of  the 
JLord.  The  threatenings  were  speedily  fulfilled.  The 
Hebrews  appear  to  have  gained  courage  at  length, 
from  the  exploits  of  Samson,  to  meet  the  Philistines 
once  more  in  the  open  field ;  but  a  conflict  disastrous 
for  Israel  ensued.  The  encounter  took  place  near 
Mispeh,  and  the  Hebrews  were  defeated  in  the  first 
engagement  with  the  loss  of  4000  men.  The  captains 
of  the  Hebrew  army,  conceiving  that  this  reverse 
would  not  have  happened  had  the  ark  of  God  been 
with  them,  sent  to  Shiloh  for  it ;  and  Eli  without  any 
warrant  from  the  Lord,  rashly,  though  tremblingly, 
despatched  it'  It  was  borne  into  the  camp,  attended 
by  the  sons  of  Eli ;  and  the  Philistines,  who  learned 
the  occasion  of  the  tremendous  shouts  and  cheering 
of  the  Hebrews  as  they  welcomed  it,  were  now  filled 

1  It  is  evident  from  this  narratiye  that  tlie  anny  most  haye  been 
near  to  Shiloh  j  and  as  they  are  described  in  the  first  instance  as  near 
lllcp^  it  again  shewait  to  be  identical  with  Shilcdi. 

L  2 
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wilh  diamay.  Nevertheless,  God  inclined  not  to  bii 
people  at  this  time;  and  when  therefore  on  the  ful- 
lowing  dAf  the  battle  was  renewed,  Israel  was  de- 
foBted  with  the  loss  of  30,000  in  slain,  among  wbom 
were  the  two  sons  of  Eli ;  and  the  ark  of  God  «u 
caplared  by  the  enemy. 

The  news  of  this  defeat  was  speedily  carried  iiy  i 
fugitive  to  Shiloh,  where  Eli  was  seated  in  tbegite,' 
SDxioosly  awallJDg  the  resall  of  tlie  ark  leaving  tie 
tabernacle;  and  on  receifing  the  intelligenoe  of  id 
capture  and  the  death  of  his  aaas,  he  fell  backwud 
from  his  seat  and  broke  his  neck.  Thns  he  died  in 
the  98tb  year  of  his  9f;e ;  having  acted  as  judge  is 
Israel  during  forty  years. 

The  Philistines  found  Ibe  possession  of  the  ark  * 
source  of  trouble,  rather  thaa  of  advantage.  As  often 
as  Ibey  attempted  to  set  it  np  in  their  tetnple  ' 
Ashdod,  the  idol  Uagun  was  found  prostrate  u 
mutilated  before  it  in  the  morning.  The  wboje  lind 
was  visited  with  a  great  plague  of  mice;  and  the  in- 
habitants of  those  cities,  to  which  the  ark  was 
ricd,  were  sroillen  wilh  a  flux  of  an  aggravated  ud 
fatal  oharacler.  Having  been  passed  about  frOB 
town  to  town,  it  came  at  length  to  Ekron  ;  the  inhi- 
hitanla  of  which,  alarmed  at  the  presence  of  the  taji- 
terious  and  awful  visitor,  placed  it  in  a  cart,  and 
abandoned  it  to  the  guidance  of  two  milch  kine,  m- 
accastomed  to  the  yoke,  and  separated  from  tticii 
calves  ;  who  nevertheless,  by  an  overruling  and  m 
ifestly  stronger  power,  look  the  opposite  road  U 
their  young,  yet  lowing  after  them  as  they  went,  and 
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Mopped  at  last  near  Betbahemesb.  The  iobabilants 
of  this  city  at  first  rejoiced  at  its  arrival ;  but  a  carnat 
cariosity  led  them  to  flock  in  multitades  to  gaze  at 
Ihe  ark,  and  to  examine  its  interior;  on  which  tbej 
were  visited  with  a  pestilence  which  destroyed  manj. 
And  awed,  in  their  turn,  at  the  presence  of  so  holy 
&Dd  BO  jealous  a  God,  tbey  now  sent  messengers  to 
KjrJBtb-jeariin,  the  men  of  wbieh  came  down  witk 
Levites,  and  removed  the  ark  to  their  oitj,  in  wbich  i| 
remained  for  many  years.' 

[a.h.  3931.]    Twenty  ;ears  elapsed  under  Samueli 

and   Dotwilhstandiog   his   popularity  and  inttueDce, 

the  same  traosgres.iioas  were  still  persisted  in.    At 

length,  however,  he  prevailed  on  the  natioD  to 

(emble  tog-elher  at  Mizpeh,  (the  scone  of  Ibeir  defeat 

tiDder  Eli,)  where  they  now  observed  a   solemn  fast, 

K      oonfeasing  tbeir  sins,  and  potting  away   their  idols. 

^■■le  Philistines   had  intelligence  of   thia  assembly, 

^^^Hl  instantly   despatched   a   large   body    of  troops 

^^^Pktnst  them:    but  Jehovah   discomfited  them  by  a 

VKmendous  tempest  of  thunder  and  lightning  ;  and 

'     the   Hebrews    falling  upon   them  before   they    bad 

'       recovered  from  the  panic,  a  complete  overthrow  en* 

The  nation  being  thus  delivered,  the  cities  retaken 
of  which  it  had  been  despoiled,  and  a  peace  con- 
cloded  with  the  Amoriles,  Samuel  next  applied  him- 
self to  the  regulation  of  internal  matters.  He  Gked 
his  general  residence  at  Ramah ;  bat  be  established 
sn  annaal  cjrcoil  or  visitation  to  Bethel,  tiilgal,  and 
Mixpeh,  at  each  of  which  places  he  held  a  sessions, 
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for  tlm  purpose  of  dispeDsin;-  jiidgroent  more  con- 
veDieotlj'.  The  chaich  of  God  once  more  eojojed 
period  of  roposo  ;  religion  nourished  -,  and  peace  an 
good  order  were  maiataiaed. 

Anothcreraof  the  Hebrew  history  now  commencet 
previous  to  entering  upon  which  it  may  be  here  n 
marked,  that  we  have  seen  oothiDg  in  the  period  jnil 
reviewed,  that  can  be  considered  a  plenary  fDlClineiil 
of  the  promises  concerniog  the  possession  of  the  land, 
though  this  period  inclades  within  it  the  setllemeDt 
in  Caoaao.  A  considerable  portion  of  it  wa 
donbtedly  occupied  under  Joshna ;  and  so  U 
possession  of  it  may  be  considered  as  the  pledge  sod 
earnest  of  a  more  complete  one.  But  even  uadei 
him  strong  places  were  left  unsubdued  in  the  : 
of  their  inheritance,'  and  if  we  consider  the  origimt 
grant, — from  the  river  of  Egypt'  to  Lebanon,  and  frM 
the  Euphrates  to  the  sea,^tbc  larger  portion  of  it  wM 
still  under  the  power  of  the  Gentiles, 

I  A  river  dd  the  south  fronHcrof  FblliflUa  has  been  imipDHdlT 


thebTpotheeiatbattlicCBnaanlUili  rtTct 
ddry  of  the  grant  to  the  patnnrcha. 
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idL  S932,] — The  polilical  functions  exercised  by 
asewhou'cre  called  judges  of  Israel,  during  the 
»iod  last  narrated,  were  prineipaily  the  military 
id  magisterial.  Some  were  raised  up  merely  to 
[ht  the  battles  of  the  nHtion,  and  to  deliver  them 
Dm  {breign  tyranny ;  others  have  no  warlike  deeds 
corded  of  thera,  and  appear  only  to  have  been 
bitrators  of  the  difierences  betweea  indivtdaala,  and 
irhaps  to  have  expounded  and  enforced  the  obser- 
ince  of  the  civil  law.  At  some  periods  the  two 
BHes  of  fDQctionB  were  so  distinct,  as  to  have  been 
Eerciied  by  two  different  individnals;  as  i 
'Deborah  and  Barak,  and  again  of  Eli  and  Samsoo, 
II  of  whom  are  said  to  have  judj^ed  Israel,  thoogh 
IE  two  former  and  the  two  latter  were  eonlempora- 
uns  with  each  other.  The  extent  of  the  influi 
f  the  judges  depended  upon  circumstances.  In  sr 
manees  their  authority  was  not  respected  beyond 
K  limits  of  their  own  tribe;  scarcely  indeed  be- 
vnd  the  borders  of  the  city  in  which  they  resided ; 
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and  even  Gidenn  and  Jepfathah  were  bearded 
Epbraimitcs.  But  id  proportion  as  the  abilitj  of  tin 
jiid<;e,  and  the  advantages  of  hU  rale,  were  reoogais«d, 
otiier  tribes  appear  to  have  votunlarily  subinitted  to 
hia  authority ;  and  the  more  prosperous  and  inSoen- 
tial  of  Ibem  thus  acquired,  toward  Ibe  decline  of  then 
life,  the  homage  of  Ibe  entire  nation,  and  were  virtu- 
ally kini/i.  This  is  evident  from  the  langoage  aiei 
by  Abimelech  and  Jolham,  sons  of  Gideon,  to  Ite 
Sheebemites;  the  former  pointing  out  to  them  tlw 
advantage  of  baviug  only  one  to  "  reign  "  over  tbtn 
instead  of  seventy ;  and  the  other  reproacbiug  then 
for  making'  Abimelecb  "  king."' 

But  Ibougb  ttie  Judges  were  in  certain  instaoOH 
virtually  Icings,  the  condition  of  Israel  under  them 
was  very  different  from  that  of  a  raoDatchy.  We  da 
not  find  tbat  the  most  powerful  amon^  them  esercised 
ibe  functions  of  legislators,  At  tbe  worst  periods  nt 
this  era  every  man  did  what  was  right  in  bia  owd 
eyes ;  in  more  favourable  times  they  were  coerced  hj 
the  local  authorities  within  their  own  tribe,  ot  by  tbe 
individual  whose  inlluence  procured  for  him  a  jari<- 
diction  over  all  the  tribes  ;  bnt  he  never  attempted  ta 
add  to  or  modify  ibe  taws.  Unlike  also  to  the  priocet 
of  the  adjacent  tribes  and  nations,  tbe  Hebrew  jadga 
exercised  no  arbitrary  power  over  tbe  persona  or  pro- 
perty of  the  people,  who  were,  strictly  speaking,  firee- 
Again,  the  judge  had  no  standing  array;  neither  wu 
there  any  regalia  or  stale  attached  to  the  ofliee,  be- 
yond what  they  were  enabled  to  maintain  oatof  tbeit 
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ttd  lawgiver; 
Bothiiig 
eliiug  what 


The  people 
Ikii  slate  of  Maaifcst 
Ikat  iekleneM,  which 
tiwia  religioas 
ttif «icd  with  a 
preient  di 

■it  caooaiaging  to  those  «ho  were  mustasKtt  ^  fskOit 
m  Jehovah, — alwaji  a  UaufmH  fazz*  ^oi^iirwi. 
Ihejr  were  Barroaaded  hf  rmtmku  m'uy  a<^  poi^ 
at  any  tiaie  to  take  advaatiee  «f  a  Uc^Mstmut  Myf0SK* 
tunty  to  fall  apoa  thca^  The  I— rw»fc  ^Tuau%. 
•■der  their  kiog  Xahash,  had  ilrcviy  aniiin  a 
■taaeiBg  attitode.  AadthePhtlwffv^tiwui^  tuef 
kad  reeeatly  heea  &t§aatid  hj  SaaMdL  wtve  ma^v^ 
tbelese  rapidly  reeorcriog  frcHB  the  hlnro.  a««i  tit^»^ 
Biag  again  to  oveiawe  the  Hehreat.  "'  Vtit ,  ifcwif»t^ 
tbe  more  aostable  portioa  of  t*^  MeM.  &i^Ubty# 
aroondy  aad  perceired  hov  they  ative  taftMtai^^ 


STsrasT  cw  ths  jsw: 


aur  ill!  ziti 


Tie  £vd  vx»  mMMoaOMtlT  m 
^-il:  jc  aiaakixa  ia  ceaeni  q»  OTcrioQk  the  BitHal 
iwcnv-.tY  jc  aoDBu  Bocve.  vUch»HBder  mmj  tamd 
c:v«r7iii<ac.  a  scL  aie  saoM;.  mmd  to  amppom  tM 
f ««fT  p«b^  cncvioiix  uses  friMi  the  pwtie«]ftr  CMh 
<^mjca  2a^2«r  v'ika  iher  £iv«.  The  ^rieTmnee  m 
i^^iUYab?  r:sBeti:<c  hj  Suied.  hy  the  lenofal  d 
2is  $ccs  nvB  oAiw :  f  jc  v&«B  he  soon  aflenraidi 
c xill^zxc^  Uie  peof ^<tf  o  Ut  xerthiM;  to  his  chufo^ 
:^«  v«fY  ttteec  oa  ikis  kcad :  •  bet  thej  BeTeitheloi 
=jui>ie  i^is  crWrutfe  il  pmext  for  denuuidiiqp  of  Sa* 
msel  to  set  A  kisc  over  taesi.  Seaeel  took  ombiagt 
i;  tk«  lieoLuid.  bat  carried  the  mmtlcr  before  tlM 
Loni:  «kea  h«  va5  reoinded.  that  the  efiontvat 
cot  so  mack  o&YVii  to  kim  as  to  JehoTah  biaudf, 
vbo«c  soTervicniT  it  was  that  thej  vere  really  tired 
of.  He  is  instructed  also  to  vara  the  peo|^  botk 
of  the  wickedness  and  folly  of  their  request,  and  of 
the  probable  domestic  trrannj  to  which  thej  woaM 
subject  themselves:'  but  as  thej  would  not  heaifcoi 


1  There  is  a  s&ikiB{ty  affOKtt  scntamcnt  in  a  hwtfcea  writs 
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nicasoi),  bnt  persialed.  their  prater  was  concedeit, 
bODgb  in  BDger. 

SAUIu — Tbe  penon  selecied  of  God  to  be  king, 
faa  Saal,  the  son  of  Kish,  of  a  noble  family  in  Ben- 
unin.  God  RrsI  informed  Samuel  of  tfae  choice,  and 
hen,  to  assure  him  of  the  idenlical  person,  declared 
hat  be  would  bring  liim  to  Samuel  to  Ramab  on  a 
mrtain  day,  to  consalt  him  on  a  particalar  sobjecl. 
}a  (be  day  appointed  Saul  appeared,  and  made  the 
oqviry  exactly  as  predicted;  upon  wbich  Samnei 
mtertaioed  bim,  and  afterwards,  to  tbe  great  asto- 
nisfameot  of  Saul,  declared  to  bim  tbe  purpose  of 
Bod,  and  anointed  bim  king  over  Israel.  Rctarning 
to  bis  home  at  Gibeah.  Saal  was  on  the  way  endued 
by  the  Spirit  with  the  gifts  and  capacity  suited  for 
bis  liifb  office,  and  became  "another  man;"  and 
fftlliog  in  afterwards  with  a  company  of  prophets, 
wbo,  like  the  bards  of  old.  were  famished  with  mnsi- 
oal  instrnmcnls  (the  psaltery,  tabret,  pipe  and  haip,) 
and  prophesying:  as  they  went,  the  afflalns  came  like- 
Wise  npon  Saul,  and  be  prophesied  with  tbem.  So 
that  it  became  a  proverb  in  Israel,  "la  Saal  aiao 
among  the  prophets?"  These  things,  and  other  in- 
cidenta  which  occurred  to  him  on  his  return,  were 
previously  predicted  by  Samuel,  for  the  satisfaction 
also  of  Saul. 

Shortly  after  these  events  Samuel  convened  a 
Eeneral  assembly  of  tbe  nation  to  Mizpeb,  and  there, 
withoQl  declaring  what  bad  transpired  with  respect 
toSaul,  be  proceeded  more  publicly  to  elect  a  king 
Taej  by  Isw,  doim  QiU  God 
ibject  to  s  wild  (least,  s>  it  were. 
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by  lot  The  manner  of  proceedins  was  by  fi 
daring;  the  tribe  chosen,  ncxl  the  clan  or  familf  o( 
thnt  tribe,  and  next  tlie  individual  of  the  family :  bf 
which  process  Saul  was  again  designated.  Tbtc  re- 
markable coincidence,  between  the  sorlile^  andtiia 
prediction,  was  greatly  caleolated  to  conBrtn  both 
Saul  and  Samnel  in  the  conviction  that  the  baadof 
God  was  in  the  matter;  and  strikingly  illnstratei,  for 
the  benefit  of  all  mankind,  how  impossible  it  ii  far 
any  event  to  happen,  however  apparently  trivial  or 
accidental,  without  the  prescience  and  directioa  of 
God.' 

Saul  exhibited  a  remarkable  bashfulness  on  Ihlf 
occasion.  On  bis  retnrn  from  Samuel  in  the  first  iB- 
stance,  he  bad  suppressed,  in  the  narrative  of  bii, 
adventures  to  his  family,  all  that  related  to  his  beint, 
anointed  king ;  and  now  when  the  election  nas  pib>' 
licly  declared,  be  concealed  himself,  and  wag  U 
length  dragged  forth  from  his  biding  place  with  >  < 
seemiug  reluctance  for  the  elevation.  The  mnltitudt 
on  beholding  him  was  delighted  with  bis  perionll 
beauty  and  commanding  stature,  (a  matter  regardtJ 
by  the  ancients  as  of  great  importance  in  respect  t« 
their  kings;')  and  the  air  was  rent  with  sboals  of  GmI 
lave  lAe  kitiff.  Thas  the  Lord  gave  to  Israel  a  kiai 
after  their  own  Aeart. 

Samnel  having  explained  to  the  people  what  wu 
to  be  the  form  and  constitation  of  the  monarchy,  and 
inscribed  it  in  a  book,'  dismissed  the  people  to  their 


lOOMS:  aad  Sail  ittmraoA  tm  GAoA 


by  a  body  g«aid  of  yoaiU«l  vi 
G«d  ueliMd  tomd  kia 
ippcan  Id  kave  retired  10 
■d  notlokave 
•fkiBg: 

An  inniwiBBJij 
cattnsfofftkku 
It  ki«th  to  Jabok-Gilad^ 
cuitiiog  Ike  citj,  whtm  tkt 
tt  iqipriic  Saal,  «ho  ■OBMioifl  aU 
NHidanL  The  peopk.  owiyrid  bv  tw  icv  tiS  V«c 
iMoiblcd  to  tbe  ■■■bii  of  SX^.'JM;;  anfi  falfac 
aext  day  opos  i 
!«■  B«iraui^  till 

There  were  sook  perYcne  poaoHu  om,  in.  int 
lioo  of  Sool  to  be  kio^  opeslv  exfiffowir  KUlaMOitt 
•f  eoDteaip>t  for  bim,  aod  bmopis  kiB  m^  yfiann^ 
ad  now  tbat  be  bod  givco  erjitieaee  W  iu»  mdjotiie} 
prewefs,  tbe  people  propBOpd  10  tvwf  5feib  lut  99^ 
c—mtiy  aod  to  pot  tbea  to  duci.  J>ie  IbMu  jIp^ 
tneeded  aod  wn^mmiwmmtU  ibr|3c«^ 
ael  that  iMght  to  be  reeordod.  huk  it  j» 
the  onlj  ooe  in  hit  biABrr  tl«t  ««MiifCo  ^i^  lut 
credit. 

After  this  Tielonr  oter  tbe  timroii^et,  frwioi?;. 
with  i^reat  disintercstedneoft.  dMuw^tmi^  iMt  w*. 
diaiaished  povcr,  leiaed  tbe  ■tinomt  ^  i^^mJt  i^mh^ 
huity  to  propoK  that  be  ftbmid  Mm  Ut  isffn^*rf  a^ 
unrated.  For  this  porpMe  anutber  ti»onuu;|  »«< 
convened  at  Gilgal,  obcre  ibe  miIiim  <ututiwKiiuii  ^ 
grand  thanks^Ting;  Ui  tbe  Lord  for  i^m  rjsAigyt^  ««««< 
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ever,  Samnel  diamissecl  the  assembly,  he  ol 
from  tbem  an  explioit  testitnoo;  to  his  own 
able  Dprightness  and  integril)' ;  and  next  guv 
a  testimony  that  the j  had  grievously  offended 
jecting  God  as  [heir  king.  It  was  now  wbeat-h 
a  season  of  the  year  mhen  rain  was  anasai 
Samuel  notlHed  that  at  his  prayer  God  woal 
thunder  and  rain  as  a  token  of  bis  displeasure 
tempest  followed,  and  the  solemnities  of  the  d 
rainated  with  fear  and  bumiliatioii,  and  depn 
tbeanger  of  God.  Samuel  on  this  finally  assai 
people,  that  if  they  would  follow  the  commaiK 
of  the  Lord,  he  would  still  continue  to  bless 
but  that  if  they  persisted  tn  doin^;  wickedly 
both  they  and  their  king  should  be  consumedi 
whole  proceeding,  in  regard  to  this  chBage  otgi 
ment,  strikingly  contradicts  the  inlidel  maxiB 
the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God  I 

[a.m.  2934.]  The  nalion  was  next  lo  be  prat 
shown,  that  under  whatsoever  form  of  goven 
they  lived,  to  God  [hey  must  look  for  safet; 
prosperily.  Saul  had  a  son  already  arrived  at : 
estate,  named  Jonathan,  a.  youth  of  singular  i 
prise  and  bravery,  and  possessing  great  openn 
heart,  disinterestedness  and  failh.  Two  year] 
these  events,  when  -Saul  bad  dismissed  the 
and  retained  only  3000  men,  Jonathan,  witb 
three  hundred,  rashly  attacked  Geba  of  the  E 
tines,  and  put  the  garrison  to  the  sword,  wi 
being  at  all  prepared  to  follow  up  the  blow, 
enraged  Philistines  immediately  invaded  tbo 
with  an  army  of  30,000  chariots,  6,000  CBTali; 
infantry  inanmerable; '  and  though  Saul  a^io 

■  It  i«  itBted  In  ttac  uered  Ktmnti,  mpectinE  the.'i  nmt  i 


Us 

Ti 
vilk  feior* 
Mer  lathe 
€tfce  tribes  od  Ike 
dly  deserted  ts  the 
Iktiiietioii  of  hemg  Ike 
BMded  to  hsve  dose  ss.  ^1 

The  PhilistiMs 
tf  Bethavee,  froei 
hyhi  e^eiy  diiectiso  Msd 
kd  previoasly 

Am;  sofliateTee 
8nl  there 

t»o  whieh  bctoaged  le  hlmttH  and  StmaoMa^ :  iu 
acB  being  probabl  j  used  vita  ot  rnadr  aac  sen 
ither  rode  weapoat  as  ther  oasic  fmcwt.  is.  Uct 
aeaa  while  the  few  wairion  he  had  w«r  011.7  ^' 
iaeed  by  deaertioa,  till  ther  dwiadiM  dv«rx  it,  tM 
■Mdl  nomber  of  600,  who  were  a.'w  cnalri  tij*- 
Msrteaed. 

Sensible  of  his  dan8[cr.  Saal  sost  te  htm\t^  Vi 
pTOfHtiate  God  bj  sacriiee  sad  oCcnnr:  «»«:  ti** 
fadler  not  airiTin^  at  the  time  app«u(l«sdL  Himl  vt^ 
eme  impatient  and  offered  ncnfioe  himaeif .  teaiue:. 
oa  bis  arrival  sbaiply  lebaked  him  for  tim  tdkikfit . 
who  not  only  had,  in  thai  doinr.  tavedd  ttut  idbtt 
of  the  priest,  bat  apparently  eoatrtTtmed  aumft  ^jt- 


onrttie  TUIiBtiBes,  '"Haft  fbtr'weTe  miaidntC  vmC  t*aut  v,  iwr* 
iMDtlieooutariamel;  mmk  tint  iSutaaaA^  rut  Uet  »m  «^«fa« 
thOB  all  the  days  <rf  SamoeL**  ;i  5axc.  -rii,  :£.     tIia  siuir  wi  uf<'>;' 
Hood  as  Fdatiiiff  to  all  tlie  dars  t*nct  SsscMli  van  ciqrtnM  |;vv4rf«vf 
or  Jadgc  over  Inul,  and  not  «f  a;i  :^  fiajri  {#  j»  idt. 


press  l»w  of  the  kingdom  recently  insciibcd  in  IkC 
biMb.  (1  Sam.  xiii.  13,  14.)  He  thererore  inform 
liio),  that  God  would  not  eslablisb  ibe  kingdom  ia 
his  family,  but  had  chosen  another  king,  who  shooM 
be  a  raan  after  his  own  heart.  God  neveriheleSB  d«- 
tenniDes  to  deliver  Israel  out  of  this  extremity,  bol 
by  tbe  iostru  mentality  of  another. 

Saul  was  cooped  up  with  his  few  men  in  Gibeith,! 
place  strongly  fortified  by  nature  ;  whilst  the  emnnr 
occupied  a  formidable  position  immediately  opponte. 
A  guard  of  observation,  or  advanced  post,  was  ta- 
Irenched  upon  tlie  top  of  a  steep  rock,  the  areft  tf 
which  on  tbe  summit  was  only  about  half  an  aen; 
and  this  post  formed  as  it  were  the  key  to  tbeir  wbdt 
position.  Jonathan,  with  tbe  saoie  daring'  that  dii- 
racterized  bis  conduct  on  the  former  occasion,  n- 
salted  to  steal  away  privily  with  his  armonr-bearcr, 
and  to  attack  this  formidabie  post.  In  this  jnstUiM 
however,  be  challenged  divine  aid  and  protectioiil 
the  following  manner.  He  concerted  with  bis  ■^ 
mour-bcarer,  that  they  should  shew  Ihcmsolves  U 
the  garrison  of  this  rock,  and  that  if  Ibe  men  badi 
them  remain  ivhere  they  were,  until  tbey  came  dOWi 
to  them,  they  would  conclude  that  Ihcy  were  nol  U 
assail  them ;  but  that  if  the  garrison  (which  consiMd 
only  of  twenty  men)  should  invite  them  to  come  ap, 
they  would  interpret  it  as  a  token  from  the  Lord, and 
confidcDtly  proceed. 

The  garrison  no  sooner  perceived  them,  than,  ntt- 
acoDstomed  to  the  sight  of  Hebrews  venturinf  fnM 
their  hiding-places,  they  jeeringly  called  to  them  t* 
ascend  tbe  rock,  with  the  promise  that  they  wonU 
shew  them  something.  Jonathan  bailed  the  inrila- 
tion,  and  scrambled  with  difficulty  up  the  pteci^H 
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npOB  hi*  bands  and  feci,  rolJoved   by  liis  allendanL 
Amascd  at  tlie  unexpected  boldness  of  the  act,  Ibe    I 
enenjr  had  doI  Ihe  courage  lo  face  Jooaiban,  bnt  fell 
before  bis  onset,  and  that  of  bis  annoar-bearet,  till    i 
ibe  whole  were  destroyed. 

Tbe  Pbilistines  quick);  discovered  that  tbeir  strong 
bold  was  captured,  aad  a  panic,  opon  the  intelli* 
Kence,  spread  Ibrougb  their  ranks.  They  knew  not 
Uie  Dnmber  of  tfaeir  assailants,  nor  rroni  what  qaarler 
to  expect  Ihe  attack.  The  absence  of  visible  foes 
UinJDred  up  imasinary  ones.  Their  trembling  of 
heart  was  aggravated  by  a  Irembliag  of  the  earth 
[rom  the  Lord;  and  their  consternatiDn  increased, 
I  til  io  their  confusion  and  terror  they  began  to  n 
•  friends  for  enemies,  and  to  beat  and  tread  down 

Pmother.    Tbe  tumult  having  been  heard  by  the 
D  of  Saul,  he  sallied  forth  with  his  followers 

ftfell  tipon  them.  The  Hebrews  also,  who  had  de- 
d  to  them,  now  turned  and  joined  tbe  troops  of 
i  the  enemy  fled,  the  people  who  w 
eoDoealed  in  the  caves  and  fastnesses  rose  up  behind 
Ikeu,  and  following  with  unwearied  vigour,  cc 
pleted  Ibe  rout  and  overthrow  of  the  entire  host. 

This  great  victory  bad  nevertheless  well  nigh  bean  ' 
damped  bj  a  tragical  event  to  Jonathan.  His  father, 
in  tbe  beginning  of  the  pursuit,  had  forbidden  the 
people  to  eat  or  drink  anything  till  evening,  and  im- 
prscated  a  corse  npon  any  one  who  should  disobey- 
JoDSthan  being  ignorant  of  his  father's  command, 
had  refreshed  himself  with  some  wild  honej  ;  and 
the  people,  equally  wearied,  then  partook  of  tbe 
spoil,  but  withoat  pouring  out  the  blood  of  the  ani- 
nils  tbey  slew.    The  next  day,  when  Saal  asked 

i^ouDsel  of  God,  if  he  shonld  pursue  the  Philistines 


w 

I 


162  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS  : 

Tarlher,  no  answer  was  Touchsafed ;  and  oonclndidg 
that  a  trespass  had  been  committed,  llie  lot  was  bad 
recourse  to,  and  fell  npon  Jonathan,  who  iiDiD«- 
diately  confessed  what  he  had  done.  Saul  wasdii- 
posed  to  vindicate  the  sanctity  of  his  own  oatli  bj 
potting  Jonathan  to  deatli ;  bnt  the  people,  accoooi- 
iug  hira  to  be  the  means  of  their  deliverance,  inter- 
posed, and  woald  not  suffer  him  lo  perish. 

Saul  after  this  success  turned  his  arms  agaiiul 
other  enemies  of  Israel,  and  attacked  the  Moabilea, 
the  Edomites.  the  Syrians  of  Zobah,  (now  becomini 
powerful,)  and  the  Amalekites  ;  but  with  nodeciaTe 
result,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Amalekites,  whom 
he  destrojed,  and  took  Agag  their  king-  pTisoner.' 
Nerertheless  Saul  greatly  provoked  in  this  latter  e»- 
ploil  the  displeasure  of  the  Almighty,  For  God  btd 
ling  since  enjoined  Israel  to  blot  out  the  name  Of 
Amaiek  on  the  first  opportunity,  in  consequence  of 
the  despiteful  treatment  experienced  from  that  people 
on  their  first  coming  out  of  Egypt ; '  and  the  war  «M 
now  undertaken  at  the  express  direction  of  Jebov^ 
who  enjoined  Sanl  lo  make  an  utter  destructionsf 
their  men  and  caille.  But  Saul  wcis  disobedieat.aBd 
spared  their  king ;  whilst  the  army,  coveting  their 
numerous  cattle,  destroyed  only  the  vile  and  refase. 
Nor  did  Saul  attempt  any  apology  when  reproTcd  foi 
sparing  Agag,  the  Amalekilish  king;  but  in  regard 
to  the  cattle,  he  threw  the  blame  upon  the  people,  to 
whose  voice  he  alleged  he  had  yielded.     Upon  tbii. 


a  brief  iBiomarr  Dfthowlioleof  hlsmilltiry  ami; 
iiorc  detidlM  accouat  af  bi>  war  with  the  AmBlttUCK  IV- 
,  cbapter  xv,  an  iilstorical  epuude,  detjcribine 
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being  now  given,  Samuel  aaointed  him  witli  <ui  U 
the  presence  of  bis  breihreo.  Tbi.t  nas  do  soonei 
done,  than  the  Holy  Ghogt  camenpon  David;  andU 
the  iHioe  time  departed  from  Saul,  who  was  afterward 
troubled  at  seasons  with  an  evil  spirit,  which  afflicted 
him, during  the  visitation,  with  great  melaooholf  Hud 
depression. 

But  Ibe  people  bad  also  provoked  panisbment.  bj 
keeping  the  Amalekitisb  spoil ;  and  God  again  nude 
use  of  the  Philistines,  for  the  double  purpose  of 
acoarging  Israel,  and  of  introducing  to  their  notiee 
and  admiration  their  falare  sovereign.  The  enenf 
invaded  the  land  with  a  numerous  arnij,  and  at- 
camped  on  an  eminence  skirting  the  valley  of  Elah ; 
the  Hebrews  occupying  Ibe  heights  on  the  opposite 
side.  The  Philistines  had  with  them  a  charapion 
naincd  Goliab.a  descendant  of  the  Anakim  or  giaolt, 
a  nan  of  prodigioas  stature,  who  daily  exhibited 
himself  to  the  dismay  of  Israel,  defyiog  their  hoM, 
and  proposing  that  the  question  of  subjet 
one  nation  to  the  other  should  be  decided  by  singlt 
combat  with  himself.  Saul  on  hia  part  offered  a  gml 
reward,  and  to  give  bis  daDgbter  in  marriage,  totli 
man  who  should  encounter  and  overcome  Goliah. 

Whilst  the  armies  were  thus  lying  in  sight  of  eaeb 
other,  David,  whose  three  elder  brothers  were  with 
Sauf,  was  sent  by  bis  father  to  see  after  thetr  welfare. 
and  arrived  at  the  Hebrew  camp  jnat  when  a  demon- 
stration of  battle  was  being  made.  At  the  same  in 
the  Philistines'  champion  appeared,  proclaiming  tte 
aame  challenge,  whilst  before  him  the  affrighted  He- 
brews cowered  and  withdrew.  On  witnessing  tboM 
things,  David  expressed  himself  with  much  indigm- 
tion  against  the  Philistine;  and  though  rebuked b; 
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his  elder  brother,  he  nevertheless  persisted  in  breath- 
ing defiance  against  Goliah,  until  his  words  were  at 
length  reported  to  the  king.  Saal  sent  for  David  to 
his  tent ;  but  his  expectation  failed  when  he  saw  be- 
fore him,  not  the  brawny  sinews  and  stern  aspect  of  the 
veteran  warrior,  but  a  mere  stripling  of  fair  and  raddy 
ooontenance,  with  all  the  apparent  inexperience  and 
stnipilcity  of  youth.  Saul  endeavoared  to  dissuade  him 
ftom  all  thoughts  of  coping  with  an  enemy  so  greatly 
hii  saperior  both  in  strength  and  military  skill ;  but 
the  sober  confidence  in  God  expressed  by  David  evi- 
dently affected  the  king,  who  finally  decided  on  per- 
■itting  him  to  make  the  attempt. 

David  declined  the  armour  and  weapons  furnished 
Um  by  Saul,  and  went  forth  to  the  encounter  with 
nothing  but  his  shepherd's  staff  and  sling ;  and  Goliah 
BO  sooner  perceived  that  he  was  coming  seriously 
against  himi  than  he  wrath  fully  expressed  his  dis- 
dain of  so  mean  an  adversary,  and  cursed  him  in 
the  name  of  his  gods.  But  David  slang  a  stone  at 
him  with  such  force  and  unerring  aim,  that  it  pene- 
trated his  temple,  and  he  fell  on  his  face  to  the  earth ; 
on  which  David  ran,  and  drawing  forth  Goliah 's  own 
•word,  smote  off  his  head  with  it.  The  Philistines 
OD  seeing  their  champion  fall  immediately  fled ;  and 
the  Hebrews,  pursuing,  destroyed  them  as  far  as  to 
Gasa  and  Ekron. 

This  exploit  of  David  at  once  established  his  re- 
putation as  a  man  of  war,  and  procured  him  favor 
both  vdth  Saul  and  with  the  army ;  but  by  no  one 
was  he  so  cordially  and  affectionately  received  as  by 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,  who  stripping  himself  of 
his  garments  and  implements  of  war,  put  them  upon 
David  as  a  pledge  of  bis  regard.    A  kindred  spirit 
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appeared  to  animate  them  both  ;  for  each  wu  him, 
generous,  modest,  open-hearted,  and  oonfiding  in 
God ;  and  an  inTiolable  bond  of  friendship  was  sow 
formed  between  them.  Saul  also  appointed  David  to 
a  post  of  honour  and  authority ;  ^  but  an  incideat,  tri- 
fling io  itself,  presently  caused  an  entire  chai^  is 
the  king's  sentiments  towards  him.  As  the  an^ 
returned  home  after  the  Tictory,  the  women  came  oat 
from  the  cities  and  villages  to  greet  them;  and  ai 
they  played  and  danced  before  the  chiefs,  the  borta 
of  their  song  was — 

"  Saul  hath  slain  his  thonsands 
And  David  his  ten-tlioasaiids.** 

The  words  aroused  the  jealousy  of  Saul.  He  eoaU 
not  but  perceive  from  them,  that  the  real  glory  of  fie 
victory  was  in  popular  estimation  assigned  to  David; 
and  though  ignorant  that  he  was  secretly  anointed  to 
be  king,  yet  he  began  to  view  him  as  a  rival,  and  to 
watch  his  conduct  with  suspicion.  But  David  be- 
haved himself  in  ail  matters  with  so  much  prudence 
and  fidelity,  that  no  occasion  of  complaint  could  be 
found  against  him. 

The  malignant  spirit  of  envy  continued  neverthe- 
less to  rankle  secretly  in  the  bosom  of  Saul,  being 
presently  increased  by  an  attack  of  his  malady ;  and 
he  now  began  to  entertain  purposes  of  murder. 
David  presented  himself  unsuspectingly  before  him, 
and  with  affectionate  solicitade  strove  with  his  harp 
and  song  to  soothe  the  spirit  of  Saul,  as  he  had  suc- 
cessfully done  aforetime.  But  the  result  was  differ- 
ent :  Saul,  in  a  paroxysm  of  jealousy,  twice  hurled 


^  It  is  probable  that  it  was  at  this  time  that  David  was  made 
bearer  to  Saul;  but  there  is  considerable  difficulty  Id  die  scripture 
narrative,  arisiiag  from  the  manifest  transposition  of  some  of  ths  ftcti. 
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Bt  David  the  javeliD  wbicli  he  played  with  jii  bU 
hand.' intending  to  transfix  him  to  the  nail  i  but 
Dan'd  succeeded  both  times  in  avoiding  it,  and 
withdrew  frooi  the  king^o  preseocE. 

Saul  next  devised  a  means  of  destroying  David 
widHitit  appearing  to  he  the  marderer  himself.  He 
began  to  speak  of  giving  him  bis  eldeat  daughter  ta 
muriage,  in  conformitf  with  bis  promise  lo  the  van- 
quisher of  Goliah  ,  but  he  Rent  him  previoDsiy  against 
the  enemy,  hopiugtbat  bis  desire  to  distinguish  him- 
self on  such  an  occasion  (lo  which  be  indeed  exhorted 
hin)  woald  lead  him  to  expose  himself  rashly.  Da- 
vid, however,  returned  both  safe  and  victorious,  and 
aeqaired  increased  popnlartty  with  the  nation  ;  but 
Ikese  things  only  rendered  him  so  mnch  the  more  an 
objeot  of  dislike  and  dread  to  Saal. 

Tbe  king  after  all  gave  his  daughter  to  another 
Dan,  and  David  appears  to  have  been  happily  unaf- 
fected by  Uie  disappointment.  Bat  there  was  another 
aember  of  Saul's  family  who  was  far  from  being 
indifTerent  in  regard  to  David.  This  was  Micbal,  his 
foungest  daughter;  and  Saul  was  pleased  when  in- 
furmed  of  tbe  circnmslance,  because  it  again  afforded 
tijin  an  opportunity  of  exposing  bis  rival  to  danger, 
The  modesty  of  David,  and  perhaps  a  sense  of  the  re- 
tent  perfidy  of  Sanl,  led  bim  lo  shrink  from  Ihe  pro- 
posed honor,  atiegiog  his  inability  to  advance  a  suit- 
able dowry  i  bnt  the  king,  with  base  hypocrisy,  caused 
it  to  be  privately  intimated  to  him,  that  be  was  bim- 
Mlf  sincerely  desirous  of  the  union,  and  would  be 
content,  in  regard  to  dowry,  with  a  hundred  foreskins 
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of  the  PbilLstines.  David  on  hearing  tbil  vcntfi 
and  stew  two  hundred  of  the  enemy  ;  on  which  the 
king,  confounded  at  the  result,  withont  further  faeii- 
tation  gave  Micbal  to  liim  in  marriage. 

The  malevolence  of  Saal  was  not  mitigated  bj  the 
new  relationship  in  which  David  ddw  stood  in  re- 
gard to  him  ;  and  he  began  to  speak  against  him  to 
Jonathan  and  his  conSdential  servanU,  urging  then 
10  assassinate  him.  Jonathan  however  remoostraMd 
with  his  father,  and  so  effectually,  that  Saul  appeucd 
to  be  all  at  once  recalled  to  a  better  state  of  mind: 
he  pledged  himself  by  a  solemn  oath,  that  he  would 
not  kill  David  ;  and  Jonathan  had  the  great  satisbc- 
tioR  of  seeing  him  apparently  reconciled  to  his  friend. 
But  this  slate  of  amity  was  hut  of  brief  duration ;  for 
a  new  war  having  broken  out  with  the  Philistinei. 
David  took  the  command  of  the  army  against  then, 
and  once  more  retarned  triumphant;  an  event  whicb, 
whilst  it  rejoiced  the  nation,  only  revived  the  eovj 
and  jealousy  of  Saul.  The  demoniacal  phrenzy  came 
again  upon  him  ;  he  hurled  another  javelin  at  David, 
wbich  the  latter  again  avoided,  and  the  we^nn 
struck  into  the  wall.  David  was  now  convinced, 
that  there  was  no  safety  for  him  in  the  court  of  Saal; 
he  hastened  home,  and  Hnding  his  house  soon  after 
beset  with  men,  he  escaped  by  his  wife's  aasistaDCC, 
and  Hed  to  Samaet ;  who  readily  received  him,  and 
removed  with  him  to  Naioth,  in  the  suhurbs  of  Ramab, 
where  there  was  a  college  of  the  prophets.' 

Immediately  that  Saul  was  apprized  of  David's  re- 
treat, he  sent  persons  to  apprehend  him.     Bat  a.  n 
velloos  scene  ensued.    The  party  arrived  « 
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cimp&Dy  of  prophets,  with  Samuel  at  llieie  head,  were 
prophesjing  ;  when  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  the 
nieuengers  of  Saul,  who,  instead  of  appreheodiog 
David,  remaioed  and  jolDcd  ia  the  prophesjiu);.  Saal 
tidng  informed  of  the  citcainstaDce  sent  a  second  and 
atbird  companj  ;  but  the  result  proving  the  same  in 
each  instance,  he  at  length  weot  down  himself,  when 
tte  Spirit  of  God  came  once  more  upon  him  likewise, 
ud  stripping  off  his  robes,*  he  remained  with  the 
prophets  all  that  day  and  night  under  the  same  irre- 
nistilfle  impulse.  Again  his  hostile  feeling  appeared 
b  bo  overcome ;  but  David,  now  grown  cautious  by 
experience,  though  he  returned  home,  yet  plainly 
stated  bis  mistrust  of  Saul  to  his  friend  Jonathan  ; 
Vith  whom  a  plan  was  concerted  to  ascertain  the  real 
Slate  of  bis  father's  mind  toward  David,  before  the 
latter  should  venture  again  into  his  presence.  The 
experiment  terminated  by  Saol's  accusing  Jonathan 
of  blindness  toward  one  who  was  his  rival  in  the 
throne,  and  by  hurling  a  javelin  at  liu  head;  upon 
Mbich  Jonathan  repaired  (o  David  and  urged  him. 
now  to  Bee,  parting  from  him  with  many  t 

David  directed  his  steps  for  Gath  iu  Philialia,. 
taking  however  the  cily  of  Nob  on  his  way,  where 
dwell  Ahimelech  the  priest ;  and  by  a  feigned  state- 
neiit  of  the  circumstances  which  brought  him  thither. 


I 


I 


170 

obtained  from  Ahimelech  a  aapply  of  food  i 
nword,  the  same  which  had  beloiiKd  '*>  Goliah,  and 
which  was  laid  ap  in  this  city.  Though  Ahimelecb 
was  no  way  to  blame  id  this  aSkir,  it  neverlheleM 
brong-ht  upon  him  swift  dcGtraction  :  for  Saul,  being 
informed  of  it  by  Doeg,  an  Edoinile,  who  happened 
to  be  at  Nob  at  the  time,  ordered  Ahimelech  and  lii> 
family  and  alJ  the  priests  of  Noh  to  be  brought  befon 
him  and  put  to  death.  The  servants  of  Saul  indeed 
hesitated  to  stretch  forth  their  bands  against  a  prieat; 
but  Docg  had  no  such  scruples,  and  fell  tipon  thein; 
not  satisfied  with  wliich,  Saal  sent  also  to  Nob  and 
destroyed  all  the  inhabitants  thereof ;  excepting  Abi- 
alhar,  the  son  of  Ahimelech,  who  contrived  to  escape. 
This  act  brought  Saul  into  great  odium  with  the  na- 
tion, and  be  was  now  feared  and  bated  as  a  tyrant 

David  finding  himself  viewed  with  suspicion  by 
the  king  of  Gath,  returned  into  Judah  to  the  cave  of 
Adallam,  whither  there  resorted  to  him  various  m 
contents,  among  wham  was  Abiathar,  who  brongbt 
with  him  an  epbod  ;  also  the  kindred  of  David,  who, 
observing  that  Saul's  anger  bad  e:tlended  to  the  reU- 
lives  ofthose  who  had  succoured  David  at  Nob,reagDD- 
ably  feared  for  themselves  j  and  many  came  also  irbD 
were  prompted  by  attachment  to  David.  By  tliew 
means  he  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  400 
men.  But  thouj^h  he  was  thus  become  formidable,  he 
was  far  from  entertaioing  any  design  agaiast  Sanli 
whom  he  regarded,  though  his  enemy,  as  the  o 
one  of  God,  the  type  of  the  Messiah,  bearing  tfa»  wtl 
of  Jehovah's  authority.  He  Icept  this  band  of  wu- 
riors  therefore  solely  for  protection  ;  and  was  C 
to  wait  patiently  until  God  sboold  falfil  his  promise 
in  regard  to  the  Icingdac 
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In  tJie  meanwhile  fae  performed  an  important  icr- 
vioe  for  til!)  couotrj',  by  rescuing  Keilah   from  the 
Philistines;  after  which,  relying  on  the  grMilude  of 
Ibe  inhabitants,  lie  quartered  bis  little  army  in  that 
eltj.     Sanl  was  only  walchiog  for  his  oppartDnitj  ; 
and  concluding  that  be  had  him  now  pent  up,  iiu- 
<^      mediatelj  hastened  with  his  forces  to  besiege  him. 
•      David   however,  being  in  possession  of  the  epl 
»-     consulted  God  in  all  bis  movements  and  measure 
importance;    and  being  therefore  divlnelj  war 
"^     that  the  inhabitants  of  Keitah  wonld  betray  him 
made  good  his  retreat  before  Saal  bad  invested  tl 
town,  and  returned  to  his  previous  biding-plac 
Saol  continued  his  attempts  to  apprehend  DavM 
'        who  was  rreqneutly  obliged   to  change  his  place  • 
'       refage,  and  ofleo  narrowly  escaped.    At  length  1 
fled  to  the  ifilderness  of  Engedi,  where  a  remarkablt^ 
Durcumstance  occnrred.    Saul,  while  hunting  bim  outl  1 
turned  aside  to  rest  himself  in  the  very  cave 
toterioT  recesses  of  which  David  and  his  mi 
concealed.     The  opportunity  appeared  inviting  ;  and  I 
the  followers  of  David  urged,  that  it  was  manifesttj' I 
of  God,  who  had  thns  brought  his  adversary  Into  bW*l 
power  In  order  that  he  might  destroy  him.      BMg 
David  rather  concluded   that  the  occasion   w{ 
tended   to   pat  to  the  proof  bis  professed  reve 
'         for  God's  anointed  one  ;    and    therefore  restrainin) 
^^^^mco,  he  contented  himself  with  cutting  off  tl 
^^Ebt  of  the  cloak  cast  over  the  feet  of  Saul,  and  r 
^^^■Big;.     On  Saul's  awaking  and  going  forth,  David   I 
^^041   his    men   immediately   followed,    and    havin|f  I 
W     Sowed  him  how  completely  God   had  placed  him  lit  J 

llfs  power,  of  which   the  severed  garment  was  c 
.       vincing  proof,  he  tirmly  remonstrated  with  him 
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allowing  evil  persons  to  prejudice  his  tnind  nlfiv 
apprebenaioa  Ihat  he  had  designs  against  his  life. 
The  king  stood  amazed,  and  one 
powered  by  a  better  feeling.  He  wept  aloud,  acknow- 
ledged the  righteousness  of  David,  again  vowed  that 
lie  would  not  molest  him,  and  retnrned  home.  Sat  H 
was  only  to  aflbrd  another  evidence  of  his  a 
fidy  and  malice ;  and  to  David  another  opportBDJ^ 
of  displaying  his  magnanimity. 

The  occasion  was  similar  to  the  former, 
habitants  of  Zlph  informed  SanI  that  David 
fresh  hiding-place  in  their  neighbourhood.  Thekis| 
could  not  resist  the  temptation,  but  went  dovro  in- 
mediately  witli  3000  chosen  troops.  David  how- 
ever by  his  superior  knowledge  of  the  country  wu 
awaie  of  all  Saul's  movemenls,  and  peoetratiog  11 
night,  accompanied  only  by  Abishai,  to  the  tpot 
where  he  was  reposing  surronnded  by  his  follow 
ers,  be  carried  away  tlie  king's  oruse  of  water  lod 
spear.  Abisliai  again  entreated  lo  be  allowed  U 
smite  SanI;  but  David  again  restrained  him,  and 
making  round  to  the  top  of  an  adjoining  precipice, 
he  shouted  till  he  at  length  aroused  the  king  and  bli 
men  from  their  profound  slumber;  when,  holdiof 
forth  the  trophies  he  had  taken,  he  again  reproached 
the  king  for  his  injustice-  Saul  oi 
knowledgcd  his  sin,  publicly  expressed  his  conviotioB 
that  David  would  be  king,  and  blessing  faim 
name  of  the  Lord  finally  departed. 

David  however  was  now  too  well  acquainted  witk 
the  Sckleness  of  Saul  to  consider  himself  safe  aaj- 
where  in  his  dominions,  and  once  more  therefore 
sought  an  asylnm  at  Galh.  He  was  now  in  difiereM 
circumstances  from  when  be  first  fled  iLiiher,  heint 
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followed  by  600  experienced  and  tnisty  warriors,  and 
notorioQsly  hatefal  td  Saal.  Aohish  the  king  of  Gath 
therefore  received  him  as  a  friend  and  ally  against  a 
common  enemyi  and  gave  him  the  town  of  Ziklag  for 
his  residence,  which  ever  after  appertained  to  the 
kings  of  Jodah.  Bat  David  mast  have  been  involved 
here  in  considerable  embarrassment  at  times ;  for  he 
was  obliged  to  indulge  his  troops  (who  daily  in- 
creased in  number)  with  marauding  incursions  upon 
the  enemies  of  Israel ;  and  on  the  other  hand  to  con- 
ceal the  real  object  of  his  expeditions  from  Achish  by 
fiUsehoods.  Duplicity  of  this  description  was  proba- 
bly esteemed  consistent  in  that  age  with  the  lawful 
stratagems  of  war ;  but  the  sentiments  and  opinions, 
wbich  happen  at  any  time  to  prevail  among  mankind, 
do  not  really  make  a  crooked  thing  straight  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

Preparations  were  at  length  made  by  the  Philis- 
tines for  another  formidable  war  against  Israel ;  and 
Achish,  concluding  that  he  had  in  David  a  valuable 
confederate,  now  summoned  him  in  reality  to  fight 
against  his  countrymen  and  Saul.  The  answer  of 
David  was  ambiguous, — *'  Surely  thou  shalt  know 
what  thy  servant  can  do : "  and  it  is  impossible  to 
say  what  would  have  been  the  result,  had  God  left 
him  in  this  dilemma  to  himself.  Either  he  must 
have  turned  his  hand  against  Israel,  to  the  great 
wounding  of  his  conscience,  and  the  hurt  of  his 
soul ;  or,  with  equal  baseness  toward  his  benefac- 
tor, he  must  have  deserted  Achish.  The  Lord  how- 
ever mercifully  extricated  David  from  the  diflScalty 
of  bis  situation,  by  raising  up  a  jealousy  of  him 
among  the  princes  of  the  Philistines,  who  would  not 
allow  him  to  take  part  in  the  impending  contest. 
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Saul  had  a  melancholy  foreboding  of  the  iiane  of 
tlie  balUe;  and  his  laat  act  waa  one  of  sinEulariii 
sistency.  He  had  been  so  far  zealous  for  God,  that  ho 
had  taken  pains  to  root  out  wizards  aod  witches  from 
the  land,  and  those  that  had  familiar  spirits;  but  be> 
cause  he  could  obtain  no  answer  from  God  bj  an;  of 
the  usual  modes  of  communication,  and  Samuel  *u 
non'  deceased,  he  repaired  privily  to  Dndor,  l4j  a  « 
man  there  reputed  to  have  a  familiar  spirit,  that  bj  hn 
moans  be  might  learn,  if  possible,  whether  tbe  battle 
would  be  propitious.  The  woman,  at  Saul's  requul, 
eudeavoured  by  her  incantations  to  bring  up  lb 
spirit  of  Samuel ;  and  was  herself  apparently  a 
nished  by  the  actual  appearance  of  the  prophet.  Bj 
him  Saul  was  assured  that  the  batlie  would  proic 
disastrous  both  to  himself  and  sons  and  to  the  nabaoi 
and  that  the  punishment,  long  deferred  but  not  fg^- 
KOlten,  was  about  ta  fall  upon  him.  Tbe  king  swoi 
at  the  intelligence,  and  it  was  with  difficult;  that  hif 
atteodanls  were  enabled  to  restore  him  saScicntlf 
for  him  to  return  before  dawn.'  This  impolitia&ad 
unlawful  siep  brought  wilh  it  its  own  punishmooti 
fui  the  disheartening  effects  of  it  npon  Saul  ipr«at 
through  the  army,  insomuch  that  all  lacked  M 
fidence  to  face  tbe  enemy.    Tbe  people  therefore  A 
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and  fell  before  the  Philistines.  Among  the  slain 
were  three  of  the  sons  of  Sanl,  including  the  gene- 
nNU  and  valiant  Jonathan.  Saol  also,  being  wounded 
hf  an  arrow,  called  to  his  armoar-bearer  to  make  an 
cad  of  him  ;  bot  he  being  deterred  by  reyerenoe  for 
the  rank  and  ofltee  of  his  master,  the  king  threw  him- 
ttilf  apon  his  own  sword  and  perished  by  soioide ; 
kis  example  being  immediately  followed  by  his  de- 
voted attendant 

Tbas  terminated  the  life  and  reign  of  Saal,  the 
first  king  of  Israel ;  not  only  without  having  given  to 
the  nation  that  superiority  over  their  enemies,  which 
they  desired  when  they  demanded  a  king,  but  leaving 
the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  in  greater  jeopardy  than 
he  foond  them.  His  character  contained  in  it  an 
adaiixtore  of  opposite  vices.  On  the  one  hand  a 
wilfulness  of  spirit,  which  led  him  to  disregard  all 
eonsiderations  both  human  and  divine,  when  bent 
apon  gratifying  his  own  desires ;  on  the  other  hand, 
when  no  particular  private  interest  or  passion  inter- 
fered, a  disposition  to  make  unprincipled  concessions 
te  the  popular  humour.  His  wilfulness  has  been 
snffioiently  manifest  in  his  usurpation  of  the  sacred 
fuaetions  of  the  priesthood;  the  infamous  massacre 
of  the  priests  and  inhabitants  of  Nob ;  his  untiring 
and  unrighteous  persecution  of  Da?id;  and  his 
finally  seeking  counsel  of  evil  spirits.  His  dispo- 
sition to  pander  at  other  times  to  the  passions  of 
the  multitude  was  betrayed  by  his  conduct  in  the 
war  with  the  Amalekites;  but  another  instance  of 
it  has  not  been  narrated.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  treaty,  made  with  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  Gibeon  by  Joshua  and  the  elders,  was  not  popu- 
lar among  the  Hebrews  in  general.    The  Gibeonites 
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atilt  continued  to  be  objects  of  dislike;  and  to  gn- 
tifj  the  more  bi^otted  of  the  people,  Saul  promoted  * 
persecDtion  of  tbem,  which  proceeded  almost  to  thdr 
exterminalioii.  The  people  were  doabtless  ^iltf  in 
the  matter,  as  welt  as  the  sovereign  ;  and  the;  vere 
puDJshed  in  the  succeeding  reign  bj  a  grieroin 
famiDe,  which  God  sent  opon  the  nation,  declaredl; 
on  account  of  this  narighteous  proceeding  ;  nor  wu 
it  removed  ontil  the  Gibeonites  were  appeased,  b; 
havioj;  surrendered  op  to  tbem  seven  of  Ibo  descend- 
ants of  Sanl,  wbg  were  all  pot  to  death. 

DAVID,  [a.m.  29B0,  a.a.c.  1066.]  '  The  first  in- 
telligence of  Ihe  battle  in  which  Saul  fell  was  cOB- 
vejed  to  David  by  an  Amalekite,  who  had  been  it 
the  retinae  of  Saal,  and  near  to  him  at  his  death- 
Finding  himseir  left  by  the  self-destr action  both  of 
tbe  king  and  his  armour-bearer  without  a  witoet), 
he  took  possession  of  the  crown  and  bracelet  of  Siol, 
and  hastening  with  them  to  Bavid,  feigned  thu  be 
had  found  Sanl  wounded,  and  that  at  his  own  reqoeA 
he  had  despatched  him.  Producing  the  crown  old 
bracelet,  he  looked  to  be  received  as  a  welcome  inei' 
senger;  but  David  immediately  ordered  him  to  be 
put  to  death,  for  having,  on  his  own  confession,  dared 
to  lift  his  hand  against  the  Lord's  Christ,  or  anointed. 
David  and  his  followers  then  rcut  theit  clothes,  in 
token  of  tbeir  grief,  and  fasted  until  evening  beror* 
God.  His  unaflecled  sorrow,  not  onl;  for  his  friend 
Jouathan,  but  even  for  his  persecutor  Sanl,  is  seea 
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in  the  toaching  and  beaotifal  elegy  which  he  com- 
posed on  the  occasion.  (2  Sam.  i.) 

David  betrayed  no  eagerness  to  secure  the  throne. 
He  first  asked  counsel  of  God,  and  was  directed  tore- 
■MTc  to  Hebron ;  arrived  at  which  city  be  was  imme- 
diately anointed  king  over  Jadah.  But  the  sovereignty 
of  the  remaining  portion  of  Israel  was  not  so  readily 
ooncoded.  For  Abner,  the  captain-general  of  Saul's 
ianoBy  a  brave,  talented,  and  experienced  soldier, 
Mt  ap  Ishbosheth,  one  of  the  surviving  sons  of  Saul, 
and  procured  for  him  the  allegiance  of  the  remaining 
tribes.  This  state  of  things  was  patiently  submitted 
to  by  David,  who  appeared  to  be  without  ambition  of 
farther  dominion,  and  desirous  to  avoid  a  civil  war. 
Bat  after  a  few  years  had  elapsed,  part  of  the  forces 
of  Ishbosheth,  commanded  by  Abner,  and  part  of  the 
troops  of  David,  under  Joab  his  nephew^  met  acci- 
dentally by  the  pool  of  Gibeon ;  and  military  sports 
being  proposed  by  Abner,  a  mock  fight  was  unex- 
peetedly  converted  into  a  real  one,  which  brought  on 
a  war  between  the  two  kings.  Scarcely  however  had 
it  commenced,  when  Ishbosheth  offended  Abner,  who 
immediately  took  measures  to  bring  over  the  whole 
kingdom  to  David ;  and  having  come  to  Hebron,  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements,  he  was  there 
tfeacherously  assassinated  by  Joab  and  Abishai  his 
brotfaery  in  revenge  of  the  death  of  their  brother 
Asahel,  whom  Abner  had  reluctantly  killed  in  self- 
defence  in  the  skirmish  at  the  pool  of  Gibeon.  David 
warmly  deprecated  their  deed,  and  complained  aloud, 
that  though  he  was  anointed  king,^  his  hands  were  yet 
too  weak  to  punish  their  headiness  and  presump- 
tion. He  ordered  a  public  funeral  for  Abner,  which, 
he  himself  joined  in  as  chief  mourner,  and  after- 
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wards  he  pcomoted  the  son  of  Abocr  to  be  rnler  o 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  (1  Chroa.  xxxvii.  22.) 

On  the  lidiugs  of  Abnet'a  death  being  gpre«d 
through  the  tribes,  nil  became  troubled,  persuaded  that 
the  stay  of  their  kiii)(doin  was  now  gone,  Baanah  and 
Recbab  therefore,  sans  of  Isbboshelh,  eager  to  ingca- 
liate  themselves  with  David, — and  not  profiting  b; 
the  fate  of  the  Amalekile,  who  pretended  to  David 
thai  he  had  killed  their  grandfather  Saul, — assaa 
ated  their  father,  and  having  cut  off  his  head,  I 
tened  with  it  during  the  tiight  to  Hebron,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  David.'  The  king  was  horrified  at  thg 
wickedness  and  impiety  of  the  act,  and  immedialel]' 
ordered  them  for  execution,  tshbosheth  was  in  ful 
little  better  than  a  usurper, — a  weak  and  feehla 
puppet  in  the  hands  of  Abner, — and  was  justly  in 
an  example  for  assuming  a  dignity  which  he  weJi 
knew  belonged  to  another ;  but  the  conduct  of  David 
was  so  much  the  more  magQanimons  toward  tbe 
house  of  Saul;  and  throughout  he  is  distiognithed 
by  a  remarkable  freedom  from  those  emotions 
envy,  jealousy,  ambition  and  revenge,  which  loo 
commonly  are  found,  under  similar  templalions,  H 
blots  in  the  reputation  of  the  princes  of  this  world- 

[A.A.C,  1043.]  Tbe  chief  men  of  the  eleven  tribes  now 

repaired  with  one  heart  to  David  ;  and  all  obstaciei 

g  removed,  he  was  made  king  over  Israel.and 

found  himself  at  once  firmly  fixed  both  in  the  throne 
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and  ill  the  affections  of  the  people.  And  there  was 
great  rejoicing  and  festivity  in  Israel  on  the  occa- 
aioB;  for  they  coald  not  hot  perceive  how  manifestly 
Ae  whole  had  been  bronght  to  pass  by  the  hand  of 
Ood,  and  not  by  the  hand  of  David. 

Before  the  rejoicings  were  concluded,  David  con- 
certed measures  for  bringing  np  the  ark  of  God ;  bat 
his  arrangements  for  this  object  were  necessarily  de- 
fined by  an  nnexpected  warfare.  Large  bodies  of 
troops  had  accompanied  their  princes  and  leaders  to 
Hebron  on  this  occasion ;  ^  npon  which  the  Philis- 
tines,  taking  advantage  of  the  unprotected  state  of 
the  country,  invaded  it  at  several  points.  They  found 
however  to  their  cost  that  God  was  with  David ;  who 
twiee  defeated  them,  and  acquired  so  great  renown, 
that  his  fame  spread  into  all  the  countries  round 
about.  Among  others  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  sent  an 
embassy  to  him,  and  an  alliance  commenced  at  this 
time  between  the  Hebrews  and  Tyrians,  which  proved 
of  great  commercial  advantage  to  Israel. 

The  inhabitants  of  Jehus  next  provoked  an  attack 
by  a  gratuitous  and  insulting  defiance.  Notwith- 
standing the  remarkable  manner  in  which  this  city 
had  been  previously  designated  to  Israel,  it  had 
nevertheless  defied  from  its  position  every  attempt  to 
take  it.  David  however  succeeded  in  capturing  it ; 
and  changing  (or  rather  restoring)  its  name  to  Salem 

1  Hie  number  of  troops  assembled  on  this  occasion  was  350,000 ; 
ttd  tbe  enumeration  of  the  quota  furnished  by  each  tribe,  found  in 
I  Chron.  zil.  88,  shows  how  greatly  wasted  some  of  those  tribes  must 
kave  become,  owing  to  their  being  in  the  vicinity  of  powerful  ene- 
■ka,  or  to  their  being  reduced  by  protracted  warfare.  Judah  only 
tealahed  OBOO  men,  Bei^amin  only  3000,  and  Simeon  only  7100. 
WkUe  the  tribes  east  of  Jordan  supplied  120,000,  and  Asher,  Naphtali, 
tad  Zebulon,  who  were  equally  remote  from  the  theatre  of  war,  fur- 
nished 197|000. 
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and  Jeru-salem,'  made  it  liis  cbief  residence.  WUW 
besieging  it,  lie  heedlessly  and  indiscriinioately  pro- 
mised tti  the  first  man  who  should  moant  the  parapet 
and  amite  the  Jebosites,  the  dignity  of  captain- 
general.  Joab  accomplished  tbe  exploit,  and  tlin 
David  got  more  deep!;  embarassed  with  a  msB, 
whom  he  apparently  both  disliked  and  feared. 

He  now  proceeded  to  bring  up  the  aric  from  GibcBh, 
whither  it  had  been  removed  by  Saal ;  for  whiob 
cecemoDy  he  selected  a  chosen  body  or  30,000  mm 
from  all  Israel,  together  with  a  large  compaoj  Ol 
singers  and  performers  on  ronsical  iuslraments.  Bol 
the  solemnity  was  interrupted  by  a  circa mstaBOS 
which  cast  a  gloom  over  all,  and  caased  even  Danl 
to  forget  for  the  moment  the  sovereignty  and  majesty 
of  that  God  whom  lie  was  endeavoaring  to  glori^. 
On  the  waggon  which  contained  tbe  ark  arrivinfil 
a  certain  point,  the  oxen  stumbled  and  jolted  il, 
when  a  man  named  Uzzah.  who  was  neither  ptiwl 
□or  Lcvite,  olGcioiisly  putting  fortfa  his  hand  to  studl 
the  ark,  was  immediately  struck  dead,  as  a  token  of 
the  Lord's  displensore.  For  not  only  ought  tbe  aifc 
to  have  been  under  the  sole  care  and  direction  of  the 
priests  and  Levilcs;  but  also  to  have  been  carried 
on  their  shoulders,  according  to  the  eapresi  appoint- 
nient  of  tbe  Lord.* 
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David  was  so  offended  at  the  death  of  Uzzah,  that 
he  left  the  ark  at  the  house  of  Obed-edom,  a  Levite, 
where  it  remained  for  three  months ;  until  the  blessing 
which  came  in  consequence  upon  Uzzah's  family  was 
80  manifest,  as  to  lead  David  to  determine  again  on 
bringing  up  the  ark  to  Jerusalem.  He  took  care 
however,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  strict  orders  that 
the  Levites  only  should  minister  about  it,  and  carry 
it  on  their  shoulders  ;  (1  Chron.  xv.)  and  he  likewise 
directed  the  chiefs  of  the  Levites  to  appoint  suit- 
able persons  from  among  themselves,  both  to  sing 
the  praises  of  God,  and  to  perform  upon  the  in- 
fltmments  of  music.  As  for  David,  he  abandoned 
himself  to  a  transport  of  joy,  dancing  and  singing 
before  the  ark  in  a  manner  which  evinced  the  lively 
interest  he  took  in  the  proceeding ;  whilst  all  Israel 
accompanied   the  procession,   with   shoutings    and 

tieal  offices  are  commonly  confounded.  The  prophetical  ofllce  was  not 
HmtUd,  wherefore  Joshua  waa  forbidden  to  restrain  Eldad  and  Medad 
from  iHioiAesying  in  the  camp }  and  numerous  persons  were  raised 
iqi^  at  rarious  periods,  out  of  the  diiferent  tribes  of  Israel,  who  in  like 
auumer  csereised  the  gift  of  prophecy.  At  the  same  time  none  could 
lawfully  assume  the  prophetical  office  without  a  heavenly  endowment 
for  it;  which  consisted,  in  this  early  period  of  the  church,  in  the 
f^piiit  of  God  coming  upon  them,  either  by  the  prophetical  affiatus  or 
otborwise,  but  in  a  manner  that  was  easily  distinguishable,  and  served 
therefore  as  a  token  from  God.  But  the  priettly  office  and  the  perfor- 
nmnce  of  the  services  of  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  were  strictly 
Umited  to  the  sons  of  Aaron  and  to  the  Levites,  and  was  most  Jealously 
guarded  from  intrusion.  Dathan  and  Abiram  met  therefore  with  con. 
fUgn  punishment,  when  they  conspired  with  Korah  to  invade  it,  al- 
leging the  sanctity  and  privilege  of  the  whole  congregation.  Korah 
indeed,  ttiough  not  of  the  family  of  Aaron,  was  nevertheless  a  Levite, 
and  80  feur  not  guilty  to  the  same  extent  as  Dathan  and  Abiram ;  and 
It  is  remarkable  that  a  distinction  was  therefore  made  in  their  punish- 
ment^ inasmuch  as  the  children  of  the  former  were  not  cut  off  as  were 
ttioae  of  the  latter.  (Compare  Numb.  xvi.  37—33,  and  xxvi.  1 1 .)  Saul 
also  was  deposed  for  offering  sacrifice,  not  being  a  priest,  though  he 
had  the  gift  of  prophecy.  Uzzah  was  struck  dead  for  the  like  reason, 
when  he  presumed  to  touch  the  ark :  and  the  men  of  Bethshemesh 
smitten  with  pestilence  for  curiously  inspecting  it. 


^riHZ  ^iui:-=9^  Ii  ziui  TBHwafi'  tkcy  braa^t  the  aik 
mu  lie  .:r-^  hxii  mvisaszA  z  JK  a  ^Agnfieent  pt- 
'  Aiia  irrauR'i  ur  jsr  neegciia :  adcr  vUek  Dmiid 
iif rrrri  nxmc^itis^  fsuniAm  ia&  fcaiBl  rftiinj^i.  and 
lu '  j^  '-.iasu-x  3e  iFitott  un""*.'iii.,  ke  fclrnrrt  them 

Z-.'-^L  J.*  Timeti  i£»  laEosuB  t»  the  intentl 
iSiLj>  u  zit  m..7;r:«4ai>  uu  u  SMic  of  icIigMMi  u 
ZiLnii*j.»w  r  J  iiUi  3«s  a»c?v»  vcie  iadebled  fior • 
11*11*:  j-'SfcTiii'i-  i.*Tu:psDii«cx  a»serviecsaf  psblk 
«  ;rsi.i:  ii4  iiiiaeuxcacfia  :c  :k  yeiejtt  aad  Lerilei 
u^;  Tf-^LJ.'  :*:anKf»  uii  unf  esnehaeatof  then- 
••;au..  F'si.'nt^*:;  H;  *:!sxji:«*i  ain  tke  eowts  of 
:lv     li«i  .  iscjtrtf  'v^:^  ^^^pHLLj  aad  «pii^tlj  ad- 

zjfik  I'i  z*f  \:  i^TiJia  fa;rix^  ix  T:uii»«i  eooiicts  with 
^-i  ijii •!:-•;*  ::'  l<^ki..  :i  i»".  c;'  w^ich  it  plemsed  God 
::  rr:sc«;r  i^  ituln  Hf  v:««cec  nv«i  the  PhilistiMS 
1  *r-:.2  r  :  :r:rfs*  :c  u-f  ;«:r;-*rssia:l«d  Methcjp-AiiUDah, 
;r  :f4f  ir-ji^  ./  i*nvui.:i  i^irpow^  CO  b^  the  luneas 
Giii :  .•ircira.-^  i  >izi.  ^.i:.  1.  *ad  1  Chron.  xviii.  1,) 
"rj  3.rfi2.*  X  »Mi--i  li-iT  iii  kept  lie  conntijiB  awe, 
mc  i<v"^rfii  :':?  uts.<^iT«  &  safe  pvMDi  for  apgressioB 
rr  r\f'.r«.i;.  I^^  r'f'i:::^^  lie  Mcdbiies  and  Edomites 
:-^  £T«i:  o:5:r;**»  rer  icricr  :he  lonaer  tribataij,  aad 
f-lizi:  :*r  ciui*  izi  ::w2j  :f  Edom  with  Hebrew 
|[§Lm«:A<.  He  e«\:  xctijked  the  SjriaDs  of  Zobah, 
vhich  hid  b<ci:=2e  i  co3«:denbIe  sute,  between  the 
Jordan  aad  Eaphrites.  He  roaied  their  kin^^takiag 
from  him  ICvJ  chariots  ami  rx*  horses,  besides  which 
upwards  of  20. XO  infanirr  were  slain  or  taken  pri- 
soners. And  upon  the  Syrians  of  Damascos  adTaoc- 
\v.z  10  assist  those  of  Zobaii.  he  defeated  them  also 


KnrOS  OF  THE  HBBRKW8.  183 

witb  a  foitfaer  lou  of  22,000  men ;  after  which  they 
were  oiimble  knger  to  resiit  the  pro|p«8s  of  his  arms ; 
asd  plaeiiig  his  troops  as  garrisons  in  their  cities,  he 
vaiaced  them  to  the  oondition  of  a  tributary  state. 
Some  of  the  soldiers  of  the  king  of  Zobah  were 
equipped  with  shields  of  solid  gold,  which  Da^id  de- 
posited as  a  trophy  at  Jerasalem.  He  took  from  them 
Hkemse  an  immense  booty  in  brass;  bat  was  oarefnl 
to  destroy  the  horses,  which  they  were  forbidden  by 
the  law  to  moftiply,  lest  the  Hebrews  shoold  be  in- 
doeed  to  pot  their  trast  in  these  things,  instead  of 
in  the  Lord  JehoTah. 

[a^.c.  1043  to  1039.]— The  Syrians  however  pre- 
sontly  attempted  to  throw  off  the  yoke ;  the  occasion 
of  which  attempt  was  as  follows.  The  king  of  the 
Ammonites  died,  and  David,  having  received  kind- 
from  him  in  the  days  of  his  adversity,  sent  a 
of  condolence  to  Hanan  his  son.  Bot  the 
nobles  of  Ammon,  mistmstfal  of  the  object  of  the 
ambassadors,  indoced  the  yoang  prince  to  shave  off 
half  the  beards  of  the  depoties,  and  cut  off  the  skirts 
of  their  robes,  (the  greatest  indignities  he  coold  have 
oAired,)  and  to  send  them  thns  insolted  back  to  David. 
Aware  that  he  had  committed  himself,  Han  on  imme- 
diately sent  messengers  among  the  neighbouring 
Syrian  tribes,  and  obtained  from  them  an  auxiliary 
ibree,  amounting  to  32,000  men,  chiefly  mounted  in 
chariots.  Joab  was  dispatched  against  this  host  of 
enemies,  whom  he  met  at  Medeba.  In  the  first  in- 
stance he  was  surrounded  by  the  multitude,  and  in 
great  danger  of  being  overwhelmed ;  bot  drawing  out 
the  choice  of  his  troops,  and  committing  the  remain- 
der to  the  care  of  his  brother  Abishai,  be  fell  with 
such  vehemence  on  the  Syrians  that  they  gave  way 
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nnd  were  routed;  od  seeing  which,  the  Ammonitei 

also  fled,  and  belook  themselves  to  their  oities. 

The  kiD£  of  Zobali  was  nevertheless  in  a.  condition 
to  send  anotlier  SDd  more  numerous  army  into  tli* 
Held;  hearing  or  which,  David  iijcewise  assembled 
all  the  disposable  forces  of  Israel,  and  fallinE  o 
the  Syrians  at  Helam,  be  defeated  them  in  a  pitched 
battle,  destroying  47,000  men.  Shobacb,  their  gi 
ral,  was  among  the  slain,  and  7000  chariots  and  m- 
merous  horses  were  captured.  The  princes  mbjcct 
to  the  king  of  Zobah  were  now  glad  to  obtain  te 
of  peace:  and  the  Ammonites  being  thus  deprived  of 
their  allies,  David  left  Joab  to  besiege  Rabbah,  theu' 
capital ;  and  when  it  was  on  the  point  of  surrender, 
went  down  in  person  and  completed  the  capture  bid)' 
self.  He  terribly  avenged  on  this  occasion  the  intoK 
oQered  to  his  amhassadorti ;  putting  some  of  the  ii 
habitants  to  death  by  saws  and  axes  and  harrow*, 
and  making  others  of  them  pass  through  the  bdek 
kiln,  in  the  same  manner  that  they  dealt  with  tl 
own  children  when  they  sacrificed  them  to  their  gods. 
Their  punishment  is  an  awful  type  of  that  dreodfil 
retribution  which  the  true  David  will  hereafter  take 
on  those,  who  have  insulted  or  despised  hii  ambiMa' 
dors  of  peace.' 

The  glory  of  Datid  had  now  attained  its  zenith  :wbM 
just  as  he  was  disposed  to  say  in  his  heart,  "tioti 
by  thy  favour  thou  hast  made  my  mountain  to  oli 
strong,"  (Psalm  xxx.  7.)  he  became  involved  in  do- 
mestic troubles  and  rebellions,  some  of  which  shook 

1  Same  iDddvaor  id  give  aootiier  sense  to  the  Hebnw.uii 
nuke  It  appear  tlut  Dsvia  ootr  nfloceil  tbe  Anmonicoi  to  ilavi 
Eocli  a  rsadiiiE  howcTer  Is  rorced,  and  lupponeil  br  none  of 
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his  kingdom  to  its  centre.  The  declared  cause  of 
this  ohastisement  from  God  was  sin,  of  an  aggprayated 
oharaeter,  committed  by  Da?id.  For,  whilst  Joab  was 
witli  the  army  before  Rabbah,  David  was  guilty  of 
adaltery  with  Bathsheba,  the  wife  of  Uriah,  an  Hit- 
tite,  who  is  named  among  the  thirty  worthies  of  Da- 
vid's army.  (1  Chron.  xi.  40.)  And  as  one  transg^es- 
rion  commonly  leads  to  another,  so  David,  fearing  a 
dlsoOTcry  of  his  gailt,  and  being  foiled  in  an  attempt 
Id  impose  on  Uriah  by  stratagem,  wrote  privately  to 
loab,  directing  him  to  employ  Uriah  on  some  dan- 
geroas  service  in  the  siege,  and  to  leave  him  nnsap- 
ported.  Joab  proved  hot  too  obseqaioas,  and  the 
arrows  of  the  enemy  too  anerring;  and  thus  was 
treftcheroQSly  sacrificed  one  of  the  most  valiant  and 
devoted  of  the  early  followers  of  David. 

No  sooner  were  the  days  of  moarning  over,  than 
David  married  Bathsheba,  who  bore  him  a  son.^  Bat 
Ihoogh  ho  had  now  accomplished  his  guilty  purpose, 
10  far  as  to  prevent  the  confusion  of  discovery  on  the 
part  of  Uriah,  he  could  not  elude  the  observation  and 
JBSt  indignation  of  Jehovah.  The  prophet  Nathan 
vas  commissioned  to  announce  to  him  from  the  Lord, 
that  the  child  which  was  the  fruit  of  this  guilty  inti- 
aacy  should  be  smitten  with  death ;  that  his  kingdom 
ihould  l>e  harassed,  during  the  remainder  of  his 
)Bign,  by  civil  warfare,  and  by  troubles  in  his  own 

1  David  had  Tarioas  wives  at  this  time.  1 .  Michal,  Saal*s  daugh- 
ar,  wttom  the  Lord  smote  with  barrenness,  for  having:  despised  and 
(qpfoved  David,  when  he  danced  before  the  ark.  2.  Abigail,  a  widow 
f  g^reat  beauty  and  address,  whom  he  married  under  romantic  cir- 
omstances  when  he  was  in  the  wilderness.  3.  Ahinoam,  a  female  of 
esreelf  of  whom  was  bom  Amnon,  David's  eldest  son.  4.  Maacah, 
mogtatar  of  Talmai,  king:  of  Geshur,  of  whom  ho  had  Absalom. 
.  HagffUht  who  was  the  mother  of  Adonijah.  0.  AHteU,  of  whom 
liephatiah.   7.  Sglah,  of  whom  Ithream. 
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family :  in  the  conri^e  of  which  his  owd  wive^t 
be  Tiolaled :  with  this  difference  only, — that  1 
David's  offence  agaiast  Uriah  was  committed  I 
the  relributive  outrage  against  himself  ahi>nld> 
petralcd  openly.  I 

It  is  worthy  of  rcoiarli,  that  the  principal 
assigned  in  the  divine  message  for  this  padd 
was,  that  David,  by  his  evil  condnct,  had  gitt 
occasion  to  the  Lord's  enemies  to  blasphema 
betrays  that  David  had  not  been  so  conceal) 
the  observation  of  the  world,  as  he  had  flatted 
self.  His  offence  was  already  bruited;  and 
the  pious  followers  of  God  would  be  distreil 
grieving  at  his  fall,  "  the  enemies  of  the  IM 
whom  there  were  always  too  many,  even  in> 
were  tnomphiDg.  The  extent  of  the  miM 
sach  inconsistency  in  professors  of  religioa 
to  be  calculated :  down  to  tlie  present  day  j 
feet  of  David's  sin  has  not  ceased,  but  the  | 
still  maltc  it  an  occasion  of  profane  blasphoj 
of  speaking  reproachfully  against  the  childrebf 
The  Lord  however  was  merciful  towards  his  l| 
Though  it  was  necessary  that  be  should  betiHl 
tised,  the  guilt  of  his  sin  was  put  away ;  wq 
temporal  pnnislimeni  which  he  endured  wuij 
to  the  greater  humbling  and  purifying  of  hi 

The  scoarge  quickly  followed.  The  child  jfl 
t«  him  sickened  and  died.  A  flagrant  insti 
depravity  soon  after  occurred  in  his  family^ 
cestuouH  ravishment  of  his  daughter  Tamaij 
half-brother  Amnon,  David's  eldest  son.  I 
would  apparently  have  passed  over  this  ontraj 
not  so  the  Lord.  Absalom,  the  own  brother  of, 
meditated  reveDge;  and  about  two  years  aAj 
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be  iDTited  his  brethren  and  Amnon  to  a  banquet ; 
when,  at  a  g^Ten  aig^al,  his  servants  rasbed  apon  the 
offender  and  slew  bim.  The  brethren  of  Absalom 
led  in  terror;  whilst  he  betook  himself  to  Talmai, 
king  of  Geshar,  his  mother's  father,  who  readily  af- 
fSwded  him  a  refoge.  Thus,  in  addition  to  the  violation 
•of  his  daughter,  David  was  bereaved  of  his  son  Am- 
IMD,  and  another  son  was  in  voluntary  exile. 

•  [A.A.C.  1036.] — In  the  meanwhile  God  gave  him  a 
Meond  son  by  Bathsheba,  whom  he  named  Solomon 
mod  JeeUdiakt  i.  e.  a  recompense,  and  beloved  of  the 
£t9rd;  for  God  g^raciously  regarded  him,  and  he  be- 
eame  David's  successor  to  the  throne. 

•  At  the  end  of  three  years,  by  an  ingenious  device, 
Joab,  who  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Absalom,  ob- 
tained permission  from  David  (already  well  in- 
elined  to  it)  to  fetch  him  home  from  Geshur :  but  this 
step  only  proved  to  his  further  confusion  and  distress. 
ne  dissensions  in  David's  family  had' given  rise  to 
various  parties  and  factions  among  their  respective 
Aiends,  whereby  the  fountains  of  justice  in  the  empire 
flowed  less  purely ;  whilst  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
king  himself,  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  was  calculated 
to  diminish  the  good  opinion  of  him  previously  en* 
teitained.  Presuming  therefore  on  the  dissatisfac- 
lioD  expressed  in  various  quarters,  Absalom  deter- 
arined  on  aspiring  to  the  sovereignty,  and  immedi- 
ately set  himself  to  court  popularity.  For  this  enter- 
prise he  was  in  some  respects  well  fitted  by  nature. 
To  great  personal  beauty  he  added  a  bland  and  en- 
gaging address,  and  he  was  acquainted  with  those 
various  arts,  by  means  of  which  the  wily  demagogue 
knovni  how  to  cajole  the  judgment  and  affections  of 
the  multitude.    He  indirectly  insinuated,  rather  than 
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openly  alleged,  tliat  neglect  prevailed  in  lh»i 
islration  of  justice.  He  frequented  the  pub! 
or  gate,  where  eanses  wete  tried  ;  and  calliBg 
each  party  privately,  learned  from  the  sur 
selvea  the  facia  and  circumstances  uf  their' 
having  done  which  he  intimated,  that  be 
their  cause  good;  bat  lamented  that  no 
appointed  to  trj'  il,  in  terms  which  left  it 
inferred,  that,  were  he  Icing,  justice  should  he  tit- 
ministered  both  more  expeditiously  and  better.  Ee 
likewise  affected  great  pomp,  moving  about  in  oidi- 
nary  with  a  retinue  of  chRrlota  and  horses  sad  fiJ^ 
running  footmen  ;  notwithstanding  which,  when  Uf 
approached  to  do  him  obeisance,  he  prevented  thMf 
by  catching  them  by  the  hand  and  kissing  IboK 
Thng  he  "crouched  and  humbled  himself  that  UM 
poor  might  fall  by  his  strong  ones;"  and  ancceedlt 
in  beguiling  the  hearts  of  Israel. 

[a,a.c.  1026.]— At  length  when  his  plans  were  ai- 
tured,  he  repaired  to  Hebron,  under  pretence  o( 
keeping  a  vow  which  he  bad  made  at  Geshur;  bM 
he  secretly  dispatched  emissaries  throughout  thelail 
to  apprise  those  friendly  to  him  of  his  intended Mf 
volt,  and  that  at  a  given  signal  the;  were  to  rit» 
simaltaneously  and  declare  him  king.  The  plotmt 
managed  with  consummate  dexterity  and  addrcM 
When  Absalom  quitted  Jerusalem  he  sent  ipcciil 
invitations  to  two  hundred  persons  of  character  uJ 
inOuence,  who  were  not  privy  to  his  designs;  M 
who  complied  with  his  invitations  in  the  simplidtT 
of  their  hearts,  and  by  their  undesigned  counteMMt 
made  the  defection  appear  more  extensive  tbaail 
really  was,  thus  determining  to  his  side  that  n» 
metous  class,  who  only  wait  on  such  occaaiona  tou* 


IS9  ^^M 

evail.  At  Ibe  same  ^^^H 

eitensive,  and  in-  ^^^Tj 

on'ty  and  rank.  || 

;llinn,  and  desirous  J 

lult,  David  quilted  i 

ok  the  waj  toward  | 

hating  their  heads  ' 

dron,  and  ascended  ,| 


KIVGS    OF    THE    HEBREWS.  189 

nhicb  partfistheniore  likely  to  prevail.  At  the  same 

the  conspiracj  was  really  eitensive,  and 
claded  in  it  many  persons  of  authority  and 

Alarmed  at  the  news  ofthis  rebellion,  and  desirous 
also  to  save  JeruBalem  Tram  assault,  David  quilted 
the  city  with  his  adherents,  and  took  the  way  toward 
the  wilderness.    Barefooted  and  having  their  headi 
oorered,  tliey  crossed  the  brook  Kedron,  and 
thcMonntof  Olives,  weeping  as  they  went;  the  whole 
«onntry  through   wliich   they  passed  joining  in  the 
hmentaljon.      On  arriving  at  the   summit  of  the 
Mount,  David  offered  solemn  worship  to  Jehovah ; 
•fter  which  he  sent  hack  the  ark  of  God,  together  with 
Zkdokand  Abialhar,  the  chief  priests,  that  they  might 
tnnsmil  to  him  secret  intelligence  from  time  to  time 
of  the  progress  of  affairs.    He  likewise  directed  his 
friend  and  counsellor  Hoshai  to  return  and  join  the 
party  of  Absalom,  in  order  to  counteract,  if  practica- 
ble, the  advice  of  Ahitophel,  a  man  possessed  of  so 
nuch  natural  peuelration  and  sagacity,  that  bis  opi- 
'  be  regarded  as  oracular.    He  had  been 
^ief  counsellor  to  David  ;  but  bad  revolted  to  Ab- 
being  moved  perhaps  by  personal  resentment; 
I  was  the  grandfather  of  Hatbsbeba,  and  father- 

therefore  to  the  injured  Uriah. 
Vid  had  left  his  palace  in  charge  of  ten  concu- 
,  concluding  that  Absalom  would  respect  them  ; 
I  first  counsel  of  Ahitophel  was,  that  he  should 
rthem.  that  thereby  Israel  might  see  that  he  was 
gmised  with  his  father,  beyond  nil  hope  of  re- 
'  be  prevented  from  wavering.  The 
was  complied  with  by  Absalom,  who,  in  order 
tnmafce  the  matter  more  notorious, caased  a  pavilion 
10  bo  erected  on  the  roof  of  tbe  palace,  and  resorted 
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to  it  with  the  concubines,  "  in  the  face  of  ^M^^H 
tlius  fullilling:  part  of  Nathan's  prophecy.         *^^^^| 
A  council  was  inimedialely  after  called  to  Mt^^^H 
^^^        the  propriety  of  giving,  battle  to  David.     AUIdpH 
^^L      offered,  that  ifAbaalom  would  place  aforceof  1S,W 
^^^1      men  at  his  disposal,  he  would  that  same  nigbt  Tall 
^^^B       upon  David,  whose  men,  now  weatied  and  discoo- 
^^H       raged,  would,  be  concluded,  be  surprised  by  the  Mt 
^^H         ilenncas  of  the  attack,  ajid  take  to  flight;  that  bi 
^^P        should  then  easily  smite  the  king  ;    and  bj  this  Ui 
^^  blow  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.    The  advice  w« 

generally  applauded  ;  but  Hushai  baviog  now  joined 
Absalom,  and  being  called  upon  for  his  opiaioa,  de- 
precated the  attcmpl  as  rash  against  such  an  advsr- 
■  sary  ;  and  advised  that  Absalom  should  rather  nailr 
and  summon  all  Israel  to  his  aid,  and  then  attack 
David  wiib  a  force  which  must  necessarily  onp- 
whelm  him.  This  counsel  was  slill  more  appiand 
by  Absalom  and  his  adherents,  who  were  judiciaOjT 
infatuated  of  the  Lord;  whilst  Ahitophel,  mortifiMk 
at  the  result,  went  home  and  hanged  himself. 

The  particulars  of  this  council  were  secretly  coa- 
veyed  to  David  by  the  sons  of  Zadoc  and  Abiathati 
on  receiving  which  intelligence  he  broke  np  in  Ihi 
same  instant  from  the  position  he  had  taken  ontbe 
Jordan,  and  crossing  the  river  proceeded  to  Mafta- 
naim,  a  strongly-furttSed  city.  Here  he  organiied 
his  forces  and  strengthened  himself  by  fresh  arrivali. 
In  the  meanwhile  Absalom,  having  collected  • 
large  army,  advanoed  to  Mahanaim,  and  offered  bat- 
tle. The  friends  of  David  would  not  allow  him  tn 
take  the  Geld  in  person,  prudently  considering,  tbat, 
if  he  fell,  their  entire  cause  was  lost.  Ho  therefora 
drew  up  his  army  in  three  divisions,  which  he  placed 
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r  tbe  coiUiDand  of  Joab,  Abiahai,  and  Ittaj,  (a 
Philistine  of  Gath.  but  ao  atlaclied  folbwer  of  Da- 
vid,) and  sent  tbem  rortli  to  the  eucounter,  bat  nilh 
%  special  charge  to  spare  the  life  of  Absalom.  The 
position  of  the  latter  was  embarrassed  by  an  intricate 
aod  extensive  wood,  whicli  deprived  bim  of  the  ad- 
Tsntage  of  his  superior  numbers;  the  consequence  of 
which  viBkS  that  bis  army  was  easily  overthrown. 
Twenty  th  on  sand  men  were  slaughtered  in  the  passes 
of  the  thicket  by  which  they  fled,  which  bad  become 
familiar  to  the  troops  of  David.  Absalom  himself 
endeavoured  to  escape  by  the  same  route;  but  his 
loDE  and  Qoning  hair,  which  had  been  his  pride,  now 
proved  tbe  means  of  his  destruction ;  for  becoming 
entangled  by  it  in  the  boughs  of  a  tree,  his  mule 
passed  from  under  him,  and  left  him  suspended  by 
the  head.  On  being  informed  of  this  circumstance, 
Joab  hastened  to  the  spot,  and,  notwithstanding  tbe 
kiag'a  commandment,  stew  Absalom,  and  casting  the 
body  into  a  pil,  caused  a  large  quantity  of  atones  to 
be  thrown  upon  it.  Tbe  rest  of  the  army  of  Absalom 
was  then  permitted  to  escape. 

David  was  speedily  informed  of  llie  successfal  issa»> 
of  the  contest ;  but  tbe  news  of  Absalom's  fate  threw 
him  nevertheless  into  a  paroxysm  of  grief,  and  he 
tetired  lo  his  house  weeping  and  passionately  callin|f 
■poo  bis  name.  This  unseasonable  demonstration 
bad  nearly  proved  of  serious  consequence.  For  the 
uldiers,  not  meeting  with  the  usual  reception  after  a 
tjctory,  stole  away  to  their  quarters,  as  if  vanquished, 
atid  a  spirit  of  defection  was  beginning  to  spread; 
■hen  Joab  went  into  the  king,  and  roughly  remon- 
ttmted  witb  bim  on  the  impolicy  of  bis  conduct.  This 
nroosed  David  from  his  stupofaetion  ;  he  immediately 
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went  and  sat  in  tbe  gate  for  tlie  purpose  of  recml^ 

■ 


I 


the  soldiery ;  and  a  good  uoderatanding  nas  speedilj 
restored. 

The  nation  now  fonnd  itself  in  a  dilemma,  Tkej 
had  plunged  into  rebellion  against  a  monarch 
the;  atill  admired;  the  battle  had  proved  advene  tf' 
them ;  and  tbej  were  satislied  tbat  tlie  exigeney  «t 
their  affairs  required  of  them  to  take  some  immedilta 
steps  in  order  to  conciliate  the  king:  bat  the; 
withoat  a  leader,  and  no  one  seemed  disposed  tp' 
make  the  first  overtures  of  aobmisaion.  At  this  JBoiy 
ture  David  again  acted  in  a  manner,  which  cannot  hi 
considered  otherwise  than  impolitic  and  unjuatiliaUK 
Desirous  that  the  menof  Judab,  his  own  tribe, ahOW 
take  the  lead,  be  privately  despatched  measengen 
bis  friends  Zadou  and  Abiathar,  directing  them' 
endeavour  and  bring  this  matter  about,  and  antlioii 
ing  them  to  promise  Amasa,  who  had  commanded  tL- 
forces  of  Absalom,  tbat  he  shonid  be  captain  in  Itr 
room  of  Joab.  Joab  had  long  been  tronblesODM  V 
the  king ;  who  had  probably  learned  likewise,  tiiatb^ 
had  been  the  immediate  cause  of  Absalom' 
bat  it  was  nevertheless  particularly  ungraciou  tt 
seize  an  opportunity  of  degrading  him,  when  he  Iw 
just  received  important  services  at  his  hands 
was  espceialty  dangerous  in  priociple  to  promote't' 
man  who  had  so  recently  been  engaged  in  rebeUlM 
against  him.  The  effect  however  of  these  overtMi^ 
were  irresistible  npon  the  men  of  Jadah  :  tbey  wtlr 
influenced  as  with  one  heart,  immediately  invited  tIS 
king  to  return,  and  marched  forth  to  condact  U* 
r  the  Jordan.  ~ ' 

[&.A.C.  1021,  AM.  S982.]— The  satisfaction  of  tU 
oonnti?  at  the  return  of  David  was  not  without  ftlhj. 
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rbe  promiiieiice  given  io  the  men  of  Judah  in  the  affair 
ixcited  the  jealousy  of  the  other  tribes,  and  a  war  of 
littar  words  and  recrimination  commenced  between 
•hnHf  which  ended  in  another  rebellion.    The  imme- 
Ssto  author  of  it  was  Sheba,  a  Benjamite  of  infa- 
MNU  character.   This  tribe  appears  to  have  been  par- 
ieularly  jealous  of  the  elevation  of  David,  probably 
irisiiig  from  the  fact  that  Sanl,  who  was  a  Benjamite, 
md  given  all  the  chief  appointments  of  the  state  to 
■dividuals  of  his  own  tribe  ;  so  that  they  had  a  sel- 
U  interest  in  regretting  and  wishing  to  restore  his 
ijnuty.      Sheba  therefore  readily  persuaded   the 
Bagamites  that  they  were  neglected  by  David,  and 
llding  that  they  listened  to  his   murmarings,  he 
ipcnly  raised  the  standard  of  revolt ;  and  the  other 
hibef,  excepting  Jodah,  with  a  surprising  fickleness, 
iMfc  part  with  them.    Amasa,  the  new  captain-gene- 
nL  being  too  tardy  in  his  movements,  David  sent 
ferth  the  army  under  the  care  of  Abishai,  leaving 
Anasa  to  join  them  on  the  march;   which  he  no 
looner  did  than  he  was  assassinated  by  Joab,  who  at 
the  same  time  usurped  the  supreme  command.    He 
■evertheless  pressed  furiously  after  Sheba,  and  drove 
kia  from  city  to  city ;  till  at  Abel-beth-maachah,  the 
■■habitants,  in  order  to  save  themselves  from  being 
ilttnned  and  pillaged,  cut  off  his  head,  and  threw  it 
vrar  the  wall  to  Joab.    This  put  an  end  to  the  war ; 
ltd  Joab  returned  victorious  to  Jerusalem :  nor  did 
Oarid*  however  he  might  secretly  resent  his  conduct, 
lid  himself  strong  enough  to  punish  him. 

The  famine  which  took  place  about  this  period,  on 
Mooant  of  the  oppressive  treatment  of  the  Gibeonites 
iitbe  leign  of  Saul,  has  been  already  noticed.  It  was 
ittnedSately  followed  by  a  war  with  the  Philistines, 
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who.  presuming  upon  the  distracted  state  of  Israel 
from  civil  discords,  took  the  opportoniij  of  again  io* 
fading  IhPin;  but  they  were  subdued,  after  havin; 
been  vanquished  in  four  diflerent  engagements, 
chief  incident  wortby  of  recording  in  this  vi 
the  perilous  condition  in  which  David  was  placed; 
who,  now  grown  feeble  through  age,  was  overpowered 
in  the  first  battle  by  Ishbi-benob,  a  man  of  enonuHii 
statare,  who  would  have  slain  him,  had  not  AhiAu 
come  to  his  rescue.  After  this  the  Hebrews  « 
not  solTer  David  to  go  forth  lo  battle  in  person,  ImL 
as  they  alleged,  "the  light  of  Israel  should  be 
que  ached." 

[A.M.2985.  A.A.C.101B.]— AQevenlfollowed,w6irt, 
though  David  waa  again  in  fault,  is  expressly  statedM 
have  been  permitted  as  a  punishment  to  Israel ;  m 
recent  seditions  and  wanton  revolta  were  indeed  wcH 
calculated  to  provoke  the  anger  of  God.  The  imnw- 
diate  occasion  of  the  wrath  was  a  census  of  the  pi 
pie  which  David  ordered,  apparently  to  ascertain 'rf 
God  had  fulfilled  his  promise  to  make  them  nameiMi 
as  the  slars  for  multitude.  Joab  again  remonsttalcd, 
and  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  contrasted  advu- 
tageously  for  himself  with  the  king's  perversenen: 
for  David  still  persisted,  and  the  work  was  c 
menced;  hut,  after  it  had  been  prosecuted  for  tea 
months,  it  was  arrested  by  a  pestilenoe,  whicb  id 
three  days  carried  off  70,000  persons.  The  mortatity 
in  Jerusalem  alone  was  prodigioasi  and  the  destroy- 
ing angel,  who  was  commissioned  to  effect  it,  n 
himself  visibly  manifest  to  David  at  the  threshiaf: 
floor  of  one  Oman,  or  Arauoah,  aJehusilc.  On 
holding  this  apparition,  David,  who  was  alreatly 
clothed  in  sackcloth  in  token  of  his  humiliation,  fril 
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on  his  fkoe  before  God,  as  did  tbe  elders  who  were 
with  him,  confessing  his  own  sins,  and  interceding 
br  the  people.  God  was  entreated,  and  David  was 
directed,  through  the  prophet  Gad,  to  erect  an  altar 
in  the  threshing  floor  of  Arannah,  the  spot  over  which 
he  had  seen  the  angel,  and  there  to  offer  sacrifice ; 
and  God  visihly  accepted  the  sacrifice,  by  sending 
down  fire  from  heaven  which  consumed  it,  and  the 
plague  was  stayed.  David  afterwards  directed  that 
the  result  of  this  census  should  not  be  recorded  in  the 
ehronioles  of  tbe  kingdom ;  but  we  are  nevertheless 
informed,  that  the  number  who  actually  bore  arms 
amounted  to  no  less  than  1,300,000,  of  which  the 
kurge  proportion  of  500,000  were  Jews.  This  was 
exclusive  of  the  two  tribes  of  Levi  and  Benjamin,  of 
"flie  aged  males  and  those  under  twenty  years  of  age, 
juid  of  course  of  the  females  of  all  ages. 

[A.A.C.  1019  TO  1016.]— A  period  of  tranquillity  fol- 
lowed, during  which  David  was  employed  in  further 
regulating  tbe  internal  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and  in 
making  preparations  for  the  erection  of  a  magnificent 
temple  for  divine  worship.  Every  thing  appeared  to 
promise  peace;  when  suddenly  a  new  rebellion  burst 
tbrth  in  his  own  family.  Adooijah,  tbe  brother  of 
Absalom,  conspired  to  set  aside  the  succession  to  the 
throne,  which  had  been  appointed  of  God  to  Solo- 
flion,  the  son  of  Bathsheba,  who  was  yet  but  a  yoath. 
Presuming  upon  the  great  age  and  bodily  weakness 
of  his  father,  he  prepared  him  horses,  chariots,  and 
nioning  footmen,  and  at  once  affected  all  the  pomp 
of  royalty.  Adonijah  was  but  little  inferior  to  Absa- 
lom in  personal  attractiveness;  and  the  conspiracy 
soon  became  formidable  from  the  parties  drawn  into 
it.    Joab  was  a  principal  conspirator  on  this  occa- 
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sicio,  (probably  from  r 
David  lowards  him,  and  from  haviog  some  ap 
tiion  how  it  uight  fare  with  him  ander  Solomi 
even  Abiatbar  was  numbered  with  them,  on 
two  chief  priests,  who  had  bitberto  been  fi 
attached  to  the  fortunes  of  the  king.  Tbe 
deed  was  not  aimed  at  David  persoDall; : 
not  only  [lermittcd  to  live,  but  waa  aurroundt 
nsnal  slate,  aod  received  tbe  apparent  boma) 
conapirators ;  but  by  Ibcir  artiGues  he  was 
ignoraiicB  of  what  was  really  transpiring;;  w 
usurper  so  carried  matters  hefore  the  pnbl 
make  it  appear  that  with  the  consent  of  C 
was  appointed  his  snccessur  in  tbe  tbrooe,  a 
he  Tirtuall;  eslablislied  himselfas  rcKenL 

Nathan  however,  tbe  prophet,  concerted 
with  Batbsheba  to  communicate  to  tbe  kit 
was  going  forward,  and  to  ward  off  from  hen 
son  the  blow  designed  for  Ibcm.  David  wai 
moved  at  tbe  intelligence,  but  do  time  was  to 
and  be  resolved  therefore  imraediateJy  to  a 
Solomon  king.  To  ibis  end  he  sent  Tor  Na 
prophet,  Zadok  the  priest,  wbo  continued 
and  Benaiah,  an  oBicer  of  merit  and  renan 
direeted  tliem  to  place  Solomon  on  his  ow 
and  having  led  him  to  Gihon,  a  fountain  on  i 
of  Jerusalem,  there  lo  anoint  and  proclaim  h] 
and  then  to  return  and  actually  instal  him 
throne  of  David, 

The  cause  of  Adonijab  seems  lo  have  foi 
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herents  more  among'  the  nriatocracT  than  with  tbe 
mnllitixle.  He  was  at  tliiii  time  engaged  in  entertain- 
ing the  royal  family  and  chief  nobleit  with  a  splendid 
banquet;  but  the  populace  followed  with  (creat  joy 
in  the  traia  of  Solomon,  who  was  surrounded  by  the 
bod;  gnards'  ofDafid,  and  gave  way  to  unbounded 
demonstrations  of  joy.  Many  of  the  ollicers,  also,  and 
^timuits  of  David,  hastened  to  the  palace  to  congra- 
lolflte  bim,  and  to  testify  their  satisf notion. 
'The   tnmnlt  occasioned  hj  these  rejoicings  was 

ll  heard  at  the  banqueting- table  of  Adonijah,  and 
having  ascertained  the  cause,  tbe  guests,  seized  with 
leu,  ioslantly  arose  and  dispersed,  leaving  Adunijah 

|<  entirely  deserted;  and  thu<i  did  this  seemingly  for- 
midable conspiracy  melt  away  without  a  blow  !    Ado- 

I  eljah  went  and  caught  hold  of  the  horns  of  tbe  altar, 
hoping  that  the  sanclnary  would  prove  a  refuge  ;  but 
Solomon  peremptorily  commanded  him  to  be  brought 
before  him  ;  and  upon  Adonijali's  praying  for  his  life, 
the  young  Icing  gave  hioi  to  understand,  that  il  would 
depend  upon  bis  ability  to  exculpate  himself,  and 
sternly  ordered  him  to  his  house. 

David's  next  and  last  official  act  was  to  convene  a 
general  assembly  of  the  princes,  nobles,  priests,  Le- 
viles,  and  officers  of  all  ranks,  to  whom  he  presented 
Salomon  ;  and  informed  them  that  it  was  by  the  spe- 
Dia)  appointment  of  God  that  he  succeeded  him  in 
the  throne.  He  next  mentioned  the  temple  which 
be  hail  projected  to  build,  but  which  the  Lord  had 
^rerented  him  in,  and  appointed  that  Solomon  should 
Heompliah  ;  be  exhorted  them  to  co-opcrale  with 
n  heartily  in  the  work  ;  and  concluded  by  dwelling 
the  bithfol  Chercthitcs  and  PEleChitea,  rDnlenen  and 
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earoettly  od  the  importance  to  Solomon  and  the 
people,  if  tbey  woald  prosper,  that  both  he  and 
they  should  diligently  keep  the  commandments  of 
God. 

The  assembly  now  inaogarated  Solomon  the  le- 
cond  time  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony ;  and  ZiM 
was  with  like  solemnity  installed  as  pontiff;  Ahii- 
thar,  who  had  sinned  by  revolting,  being  pamd 
oTf  r.  They  likewise  gave  earnest  of  their  readiiNW 
to  aid  Solomon  in  the  magnificent  work  which  he 
was  aboot  to  undertake,  by  liberal  offerings  towaid 
ii:  and  an  excellent  spirit  pervaded  every  heut 
The  city  was  filled  with  sacrifices,  festivity  and  »- 
i'.ncing :  a  thousand  bullocks,  a  thousand  rams,  aai 
A  thousand  lambs,  with  the  due  proportions  of  wiM^ 
oil.  and  fine  flour  were  offered  as  an  oblation  to  the 
Lord.  DaTid  praised  God  and  blessed  the  people^ 
expressing  his  delight  and  gratitude  at  their  firee- 
will  offerings :  and  the  people  worshipped  the  Loid, 
and  did  obeisance  to  Solomon,  with  apparent  senti- 
ments of  piety  and  veneration.  The  ceremony  was 
liaiillT  concluded  with  a  special  prayer  offered  up  bj 
the  kinc  for  Solomon  and  the  nation. 

Solomon  received  from  his  royal  parent  a  piivale 
Admonition  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  God,  and  he  was 
likewise  charged  to  take  a  suitable  opportunity  of 
puuisbing  Sbimei  and  Joab.  The  former  had  caised 
Anvi  insulted  David  as  he  retreated  before  Absaloa; 
{he  Utter  he  still  permitted  to  live,  though  now  la 
0%  ulent  siispleasure,  and  removed  from  all  eommand, 
H^^nAiAh  Srini:  appointed  captain  of  the  host' 

'  f^^'fr^'  « '^s"  :u<ty  «.va$i«fer  the  reigns  of  Sarid  and  SofoBMn,  the 
A's'-  -''w  «^'  O A.'.  AS  tv^icsiu  in  ttomeroos  erents and  dmunstaaeesflf 
f  >h'  a^*^^  «»J  accwr^  of  ;be  au«  Messiah^—tiw  one  upiciiuiiHiy 
x^«>  xi  >ui«tt,v^  au>i  s;xU:::a&c.  and  &«  ocher  Christ  gkniiled  and  tri-     l^ 
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The  last  words  of  David,  or  ralher  hia  last  propke- 
?a!  words,  declaredly  ipoken  in  and  by  tlie  Holy 
pirit,  are  recorded.  DiveBting  Ihem  of  Itie  words 
\pplitd  in  the  English  translalioo,  which  Ibougb 
ley  make  Ihem  to  declare  a  Irulh  of  geoeral  nppli- 
OD  to  mlers,  deprive  them  of  that  particular  refcr- 
ice  to  the  Messiah,  which  they  were  seemingly  in- 
mded  to  convey,  these  words  are  as  follow ; — "  The 
OST  One  shall  be  ruleravcnnco,  ruling  in  the  fear  of 
le  Lord;  even  as  the  light  of  the  moruiug  at  sunrise,  a 
loming  without  clouds,  as  the  lender  grass  springs 
Tiin  (be  earth  by  clear  shitiing  after  rain.  Although 
Ij  bouse  is  not  so  with  God  ;  jet  bath  he  made  with 
le  an  everlasting  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and 
ore :  for  this  is  all  my  salvation  and  desire,  although 
le  make  it  not  to  grow.  But  the  sons  of  Belial  shall 
be  all  of  tbem  as  thorns  thrust  away,  because  they 
Mnnot  be  taken  with  hands  ;  but  the  man  that  shall 
hmch  them  must  be  fenced  with  iron  and  the  staff  of 


e  lot  the  glory  o(  hlB  klagdt 
ilDl  in  the  mldet  of  tOl  Iti  diitncti 
If  hli  psapli 

.  do  well,— unil  then  the  Christ 

le  BOAde  «ULiji£  Jd  the  day  of  bli  power,  and  prepared  to  buUi]  up 
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a  spear ;  aDd  they  shall  be  buraed  ni(h  firs  t 
their  place."  ' 

Thns  terminated  the  reign  of  David;  a  man  *l« 
notwitb standing  his  sins  and  defeuta  was  an  eniiant 
saint  and  servant  of  God.  His  simple  faith  and  cc 
fidence  in  Jehovah,  and  his  constanll;  seeking  to 
tiim  for  counsel,  form  an  admirable  pattern  of  winl 
a  raler  ought  to  be ;  whilst  his  deep  repentance  aod 
humility  after  his  transgress  I  on,  as  evinced  by  the 
psalms  he  has  left,  shew  that  sin  was 
abhorred  by  him,  and  that  his  afflictions  were  saDCtJ- 
fied.  God  has,  in  David's  case,  atrijdngly  sbevi^ 
that  he  is  concerned  to  chasten  even  his  dearest  chil- 
dren when  they  transgress  :  for  after  his  sin,  he  wM 
to  the  end  of  his  reign  exercised  by  serious  aSictioU 
and  troubles;  and  devoid  of  that  admirable  pradenM 
and  jadgment  which  characlerized  his  previons  o 
reer.  Bat  the  Lord  nevertheless  shone  in  opoo  bi 
at  (he  last,  and  he  departed  full  of  days,  riches,  ai 
honours,  having  subdued  his  enemies  on  every  riit, 
united  all  parties  in  the  state,  and  witnessed  a 
loved  son  established  as  bis  successor  in  the  throne, 
and  magnihed  by  the  Lord  with  such  royal  majettf 
before.  He  died  in  the  serei- 
tieth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fortieth  of  his  reign. 
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'0Dlamon  forms  Ibe  most  glorioas  epocb,  politically 
nsidered,  in  the  history  of  tlie  Hebrew  nation, 
lat  strength  and  majest;  which  it  pleased  God  to 
*e  to  him,  from  the  moment  that  his  father  caused 
m  to  be  proclaimed  king,  was  by  no  means  dimin- 
led  after  David's  deatb  ;  but  his  kini^dom  was 
tablisbed  all  at  once  in  a  marvellous  and  iinprece- 
LDted  manner,  the  hearts  of  his  subjects  being  in- 
ined  toward  him  with  one  accord,  so  that  they  vied 
Itb  each  other  in  dutifnl  homage. 
Tbe  first  act  of  his  reign  was  to  summon  ell  the 
■inces,  rntera,  and  officers  of  Israel  to  Gibeon,  where 
e  tabernacle  and  the  brazen  alt»r  had  been  re- 
oved,  and  still  remained  ;  and  there  he  offered  a 
ousand  burnt-offerings.  This  act  of  solemn  and 
iblic  recognition  of  God  was  immediately  answered 
r  a  divine  vision,  the  Lord  appearing  to  him  at 
g ht,  and  inviting  him  to  ask  whatsoever  he  woald. 
be  request  of  Solomon,  and  the  terms  in  which  it 
as  coached,  so  beantlfully  illustrate  his  character 
id  state  of  mind  at  this  period,  that  it  must  be  given 

hia  own  words.  "  Thou  hast  shewed  unto  thy 
rvaDt  David,  my  father,  great  mercy,  according  as 
!  walked  before  thee  in  truth,  in  rigbtei 

nprigbtness  of  heart  with  Ihec  ;  and  thou  hast  kept 
I  bttn  thia  great  kindness,  that  tbou  bast  given  him 
ion  to  sit  on  bis  throne  as  at  this  day.  And 
ird  my  God,  thou  hast  made  thj  servant  king,  in- 
ead  of  David  my  father,  and  1  am  but  a  tittle  child  : 
kno**  not  how  to  go  oat  or  to  come  in :  and  thy 
rtant  is  in  the  midst  of  thy  people  which  thou  bast 
DSen,  a  great  people,  that  cannot  be  numbered  nor 
noted  for  multitude.     Give  therefore  thy 

tmierffiliJiff  lieart  to  judge  thy   people,  that  I 
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may  discern  between  j;ood  and  evil:  far  who il 
to  judge  this  tbj  so  great  a  people."  The  requesi 
pleased  Ihe  Lord,  (to  whom  indeed,  lie  was  indebted 
for  the  preparation  of  heart  and  answer  of  the  toBf  oe 
that  led  hiai  lo  prefer  it ;  )  and  he  endued  him  with 
a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  nnderstanding  unpartillekd 
in  the  history  of  mankind.  And  forasmuch  a)  111 
did  not  ask  riches,  honour,  and  len^lh  of  dajs,  then 
things  the  Lord  graciously  added  to  the  boon ;  except 
that  he  made  his  doration  of  life  contingent  on  kit 
continuing  lo  walk  in  the  commandments  of  God. 
Solomon  after  this  relumed  to  Jerasalem,  and  then 
oifcred  numerous  sacrifices  before  the  ark.  and  gan 
a  magnificenl  banquet  to  all  his  si 

An  opportanily  immedialely  occurred  of  making 
manifest  the  wisdom  which  God  had  bestowed  i 
him.  Two  women  came  to  him  for  justice.  The} 
were  both  of  them  mothers  of  young  infants,  and 
slept  in  the  same  chamber  together,  eacU  with  bei 
own  child.  The  one  woman  complained,  that  t 
other  had  overlaid  her  child  during  the  night,  asd 
that  on  discovering  the  accident,  she  had  arisen  sofllj 
and  taken  the  complainant's  child  from  her,  irhllst 
she  slept,  and  substituted  her  dead  child  in  its  place. 
The  woman  accused  stoutly  contradicted  the  chargt, 
alleging  that  the  living  child  was  hers;  and  Iher« 
being  no  witness  between  them,  it  appeared  impos- 
sible to  come  at  the  truth.  Solomon  however  pro- 
posed, in  order  to  satisfy  the  rival  claimants,  to  han 
the  surviving  child  cut  in  twain,  and  half  lo  be  given 
to  each.  The  woman  charged  with  Ihe  fraud  readily 
consented  to  this  proposal  ;  but  the 
diately  yielded  her  claim,  and  prayed  that  the  ohild 
might  be  given  entire  to  her  adversary,  and  ill  lift 


Then  said  the  king.  "  Give  ker  Ibo  living 
iDd  in  no  wise  alaj'  il ;  she  is  the  mother 
"  And  all  Israel  heard  of  ihia  decision,  and 
enetrated  with  awe  and  admiratioD  at  the  wis- 
if  their  king. 
next  acta  of  Solomon  were  calcalaled  to  in- 
ihia  referenlial  fear  of  him.  Adonijab,  the 
r,  appears  not  to  have  altogether  abandoned 
igna  upon  the  throne,  but  to  have  conspired 
Ij  with  Joab  and  Abialhar,  by  what  measareH 
ghl  still  accomplish  his  purpose.  Uy  an  artful 
leDtation  to  Bathaheba,  he  prevailed  on  ber  to 
t  of  Solomon  for  him  in  marriage  a  joung  and 
tifuJ  virgin,  named  Abisliag,  who  had  been  Da- 
concnbine  and  nurse  in  his  last  daja  ;  inainual- 
lalthc  throne  was  bia  by  riKht  of  primogeniture, 
>y  the  will  of  the  people,  however  Solomon  might 
e  that  God  had  given  it  to  hira ;  and  the  request 
arriage  with  Abishag  was  put  forward  aa  a  re- 
ense,  by  an  obvioua  implication,  for  what  he 
affected  to  yield.  Solomon  immediately  per- 
d  Ibe  snare,  and  thai  if  he  granted  thia  petition 
inid  prejudice  his  just  title  to  the  throne;  be 
fore  RommissioDed  Benaiab  inslantl;  to  put 
lijah  to  death.  Alarmed  at  the  promptitude  of 
onn,  and  conscious  of  guilt,  Joab  fled  to  Gibeon 
:  tabernaule  for  refuge,  and  caught  hold  of  the 
I  of  the  altar.  But  Solomon  bad  him  dragged 
!«  and  slain;  and  thus,  thongh  the  Lord  had 
borne  with  him,  the  several  murders  which  be 
iommiited  in  cold  blood  were  at  length  visited 
!■  boarj  head.  The  life  of  Abiathar,  on  ac- 
t  of  bis  having  borne  the  ark,  and  his  former 
eel  to  David,  was  spared ;  but  he  was  degraded 
priesthood  and  banished. 
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At  the  same  time  Solomon  sent  for  Shimei,  and 
desired  him  to  confine  himself  to  Jerosalem ;  wanung 
him,  that  in  the  day  that  he  shoold  exceed  his  boandi 
he  should  be  pot  to  death.  The  fate  of  Shimei  wu 
thus  for  a  while  deferred ;  but  aboat  three  jears  if- 
terwardsy  having  grown  heedless  and  secure,  k 
quitted  Jerusalem  and  went  to  Gath,  in  pursuit  of 
two  runaway  slaves ;  on  being  informed  of  wMeh 
the  king  likewise  put  him  to  death. 

[a.m.  2993,  A.A.c.  1013.]  And  now  having  rooted 
out  these  evil  doers  from  the  city  of  the  Lord ;  ud 
likewise  promoted  to  situations  of  chief  power  ud 
confidence  the  persons,  or  their  descendants,  who  bad 
been  the  most  attached  and  faithful  followers  of  hii 
father,  Solomon  began  to  build  the  temple. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  David  purposed  ts 
erect  such  an  edifice ;  but  God  forbad  him,  on  tke 
ground  that  he  was  a  man  of  war,  and  his  hands  de- 
filed with  blood ;  promising,  however,  that  his  sob 
should  be  permitted  to  perform  it,  who  should  be  t 
man  of  peace.  David  was  also  permitted  to  pre- 
pare the  materials  for  it;  and  God  made  him  further 
promises  respecting  his  family  and  posterity,  couched 
in  terms  which  show  that  they  chiefiy  related  to  the 
ISIcssiah.^  The  preparation  made  by  David  for  this 
work  nlTords  some  notion  of  the  wealth  of  his  people 
and  himself  at  this  period.    From  the  public  chest 

I  iSnttiu*  and  the  commentators  of  his  school,  condade  them  to 
have  bivn  all  fulAlled  in  Solomon.  But  the  words  **  I  will  raise  np 
thy  wnl  after  thro  vhieh  thall  be  of  thy  miu,  and  I  will  establish  hii 
kiiu^toin,"  yl  Chron.  xvii.  ii.)  could  not  relate  to  Solomon,  siiicehe 
watt  l>avid'»  mm  immediately,  and  not  "q/*  his  wnu."  They  refer 
tltorrfor^  to  a  more  remote  branch  of  David's  posterity;  agreeably 
with  which  he  praises  Ood  for  having  spoken  of  his  house  "for a 
):r«'at  while  to  a^me.**  Moreover  the  throne  of  this  seed  was  to  be 
establlsliod/or  wer ;  whereas  Solomon's  was  rent  and  divided  in  tiie 
next  n'lffn. 


wT  rroro  the  spoils  of  war.  he  laid  by  103,000  tal- 
ents of  gold,  and  1,010,000  talents  of  silver  ;  from 
his  own  private  reaources  he  gave  3000  lalents  of 
i;oId,  and  7(100  of  silver;  and  tlie  priaces  aod  rulers, 
sordially  foltowJDg  his  example,  gave  5000  talents  of 
gold  and  10,000  of  silver,  with  abundancD  of  precious 
itones.'  There  were  likewise  aucumulated  large 
qaantities  of  limber,  iron,  brass,  marble,  aad  other 
reqnisite  materials.  God  gave  to  him  a  design  also 
ibr  the  bnildiog,  and  for  the  irisinimcnts  aud  vessels 
thereof,  which  David  declares  "  that  be  made  him 
onderstand  ia  writing  by  his  hand  (or  power)  apon 
Wm."  This  was  carEfnJly  delivered  to  Solomon  ;  to 
whoQ)  the  Lord  also  desigaated  the  site  on  which  it 
was  to  bo  erected,  which  was  Mouot  Moriah,  a  part 
of  ZioD,  the  identical  spot  where  stood  the  threshing 
Boor  of  Oman  the  Jebusile;  and  where,  about  a 
thousand  years  previous,  Abraham  had  offered  up 
Isaac,  and  called  the  place  Jehovali-Jireh. 

equally  at  a  loss  for  the  actual  form  of  this 
as  of  the  tabernacle,  ignorant  as  we  are  of 
tlie  ground  plan  and  elevation  given  to  David.  The 
principal  iedis  or  nave,  which  constituted  more  pro- 
perly the  ttmple,  was  GO  cubits  in  length,  20  in  breadth, 
and  30  in  height.  From  off  this  one  third  was  se- 
parated for  the  oracle  or  holy  of  holies,  which  ex- 
ttnded  all  across  the  building,  but  was  only  two-thirds 
of  the  height,  farming  in  itself  a  cube  of  30  cubits. 
Tbe  interior  of  the  walls  and  roof  were  lined  with 
cedar,  richly  carved  with  cherubim,  palms  and  flowers, 
ud  covered  with  gold.    The  furniture  was  much  the 

IH,«MuloaSamuct|  the  linn  peihBpe  lacludn  theSDODaadEOOU 
ban  MTld  blmscl/  nud  tbe  onblo.  ArbuUiDDt  computet  Itis  gold 
■t  tM  mUtioiu  •terllsK,  tad  Prldani  On  toMl  at  8W  mllUoiu ' 
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same  as  in  the  tabernacle,  conaUling  of  the  ark, 
mercy-sent,  lable,  vqH  and  lamps;  but  witbin  the 
hoi;  place  were  likewise  two  clierubB  made  of  olive- 
tree  overlaid  nitb  gold,  each  ten  cubits  high,  nod 
measuring  also  ten  cubits  from  tip  to  tip  a(  tbeii 
panded  wings,  wbicli  touched  each  other  aod  the 
wallsat  the  same  time,  thus  filling  the  whole  widlh 
of  the  holy  place.  The  building  was  more  remail- 
able  for  its  costliness  than  for  its  magoitude.  In 
length,  including  the  oracle,  it  could  not  haveei- 
ceeded  110  English  feet,  nor  in  brcadlb  37  feH-, 
which  is  not  larger  than  a  moderate  sized  parilt 
church.  But  in  the  splendour  and  precioDsDeti  sT 
its  materials  it  was  unriTailed.  The  walls,  the  rorf, 
the  pillars,  the  doers,  the  ornaments,  the  very  (lim, 
were  covered  with  gold,  presenting  to  tbe  eye  oM 
mass  of  the  pure  and  precious  metal ;  whilst  its  eitn^ 
nal  walls  were  of  marble  and  other  rare  and  cotlij 
stones.  In  front  there  was  a  porch,  or  rather  tower, 
20  ouhils  long,  10  broad,  and  120  cubits,  or  about  SEW 
English  feel,  in  height.  At  each  end, of  this  |Mtct 
were  two  pillars  of  burnished  brass,  35  cubits  Mfk 
and  Tour  cubits  in  diameter,  with  capitals  of  tv 
cubits  each  ;  on  the  one  of  which  was  engrated  Ik 
name  Jachin,  signifying  He  ihall  establi$h  it,  and  IB 
the  other  Boat,  or  if  it  tireniflh.' 
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Bat  there  was  likewise  a  considerable  quantity  of 
;ber  buildiDg  ;  consisting  of  numerous  chambers  fur 
le  accommodation  of  the  priests  on  duty,  and  for 
lie  reception  of  the  vessels,  vestments,  stores  and 
reasares  of  the  temple.  These  were  built  round 
boat  the  temple,  and  from  the  lucnlion  of  three  tiers 
r  stories  of  them,  they  were  some  of  ihem  apparently 
ver  the  temple.  There  was  a  geometrical  or  winding: 
taircase  (probably  constructed  in  the  porch,)  which 
ed  up  to  these  chambers.  There  were  also  three 
ipacions  courts  with  walls  of  stone  and  gates  of 
irass,  and  piazzas  or  cloisters  of  cedar  round  about, 
rbe  furniture  of  these  coarls,  as  In  those  of  the  taber' 
lacle,  were  of  brass,  consisling  of  the  altar  for  barnt- 
ncrifice,  and  a  soa  or  reservoir  of  brass,  of  much 
larser  dimensions  than  the  previous  one,  being  ten 
nibits  in  diameter  and  five  cubits  deep,  and  sap- 
|K>rted  by  twelve  oxen  luoLing  outward,  three  toward 
web  point  of  the  compass.  There  were  likewise  ten 
Itvers  of  brass  placed  on  pedestals  of  the  like  metal. 

Snch  was  the  temple  of  Solomon.  The  reasons 
luigned  for  preventing  David  from  building  it,  the 
uct  that  the  design  for  it  was  given  by  immediate 
aspiration,  and  many  of  the  circumstances  connected 
fiih  the  building  itself  of  this  ediRce,  shew  that  a 
fpical  meaning  was  undoubtedly  attached  to  it.' 
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and  one  huadrcd  and  twenty  thouaand  sbefl 
Tered  on  the  occasioo  in  sacrifices  and  obl^ 
sides  3  multitude  of  otlieroneringB.  Onebu 
twenty  priests  clothed  in  wljitc  garmenu 
the  east  end  oT  the  altai  blowing  trumpeti 
oompany  of  Levitea,  similarly  arrayed,  ■ 
them,  having  mnsical  instruments i  and  aS'al 
together  and  praised  the  Lord,  the  house  < 
with  the  Shechiuab  or  bright  cloud,  the  I 
the  divine  presence,  so  thai  they  were  i 
stand  and  minister  therein.  An  elevated 
of  brass  was  erected  for  the  king  in  the  c<M 
temple,'  from  which  he  first  addressed  tbi 
and  then  Icneeling  down,  and  spreading 
hands  toward  heaven,  he  offered  up  a  tone 
comprehensive  prayer  for  himself  and  th4 
and  concluded  by  standing  np  again  and 

et  mBy  here  be  apprtieiJ,  Oigl  in  UiB  acriptan 
,Qre,  inclndinit  the  dpnns,  »  oklled  the  taa^ 

of  ae  Lordi  bat  Uie  principal  buildlDe  or  uve,  Irnrtj 
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igngation,  eshotlinK  them  likewUe  to  walk 
'od.  Soon  as  tie  had  made  an  end,  Gre  tell 
eaven  and  consumed  the  sacririces,  and  Ibe 
)f  God  again  filled  the  house,  so  that  the 
could  not  enter  ;  whilst  the  congregation, 
rith  awe  and  holy  reverence,  tell  with  their 
I  the  ground  and  worshipped. 
dea  the  temple,  Solomon  erected  numerons 
buildings  and  cities,  together  with  magazines 
Die-houses  throughout  the  kingdom.  During 
;n  also  the  commerce  of  the  Israelites,  which 
'eviuusly  been  insignificant,  grew  to  be  very 
ive  and  important.  Hiram,  the  king  of  Tyre, 
id  been  a  steadfast  friend  of  David,  permitted 
iGcers  to  work  with  and  instruct  those  of  So- 
in  the  building  of  the  templcj  and  now,  by 
of  B  treaty,  whereby  Solomon  undertook  to 
ith  grain,  &c.,  the  latter  furnished 
E  experienced  seamen  and  pilots,  who  in- 
■Is  subjects  in  the  art  of  navigation.  From 
1  Tharahish  or  Tarshisb,  concerning  the 
E  which  places  the  learned  are  much  di- 
;  imparted  gold,  silver,  precious  stones. 
I,  apes  and  peacocks;  and  from  Egypt 
,  yarn,  carriages  and  horses.  The  quan- 
'  gold  alone,  imported  annually,  amounted  to 
lents,  besides  the  precious  stones  and  silver, 
J  other  traffic,  and  the  sums  paid  by  Iribu- 
Iver  became  so  plentiful  that  it  was 
HckoDed  among  the  precious  roetals ;  and 
t  character  of  every  thing  connected 
tale  of  Solomon  maybe  inferred  from  the 
,  that  all  the  vessels  for  eating  and 
Ihraughout  his  palaces,    and  the  targets 


among  them;  and  the  descendanti  at  Bu 
Jews,  were  eminent  for  this  fabric  and  foe 
tenes.  (LCbron.  kv.SI— 23.)  Butlbepan 
Israelites  in  general,  wben  not  engaged  lo 
tary  service,  were  pastoral  and  agricnltui 
had  large  posaesaions  In  Docks  and  herd) 
land  was  cultivated  up  to  tlie  verj  snmiq 
hills,  which  were  formed  into  terraces,  or  1 
encircling  the  eminences  one  above  the  a 
dent  traces  of  which  remain  to  the  present,i 
Twelve  princes  of  chief  rank  in  the  n) 
vided  in  rotation  for  the  hoasehold  of  Solo 
for  a  month.  The  wealth  and  influence  c 
the  nobles  may  be  catiiuated  by  the  fact,  £ 
them  alone  (Gelter,  of  Ramoth  Gilead,  « 
Manaaaeb,)  possessed  all  the  towns  of  Jatr, 
judge  of  Israel,  and  sixty  large  cities  besU 
region  of  Argob  in  Bashan.  One  day's  pro 
the  king's  household,  at  Jerusalem  only,  | 
to  30  measures  of  fine  Bonr,  and  60  of  mcaJ 
ai>d  100  >liMm.  lm.irf«B  .<^ntM.  »nH  nmillri 
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ttaoogh  he  treats  the  claims  of  the  Jews  to  be  of  the 
same  natioD  with  contempt.  (Hist  lib.  v.  c.  3.)  The 
visit  of  the  qaeen  of  Sheba  is  well  known. 

Thus  far  the  kingdom  of  Solomon,  and  his  own 
majeaty  and  aatbority,  were  a  remarkable  type  of  the 
Unborn  which  is  hereafter  to  be  manifested  by  his 
arohetype,  the  Messiah  of  the  Jews.     Bat  types 
are  not  in  any  instance  to  be  received  as  complete 
ainsilitades;  they  are  commonly  defective  in  some- 
ttdng ;  and  whatsoever  therefore  it  might  please  God 
to  exhibit  to  the  church  in  this  manner  of  the  fature 
<»rdery  subordination,  wealth,  peace  and  glory  of  the 
liingdom  of  the  true  Christ;  yet  mast  the  whole  be 
ao  placed  before  his  children,  as  to  warn  them  not  to 
-acTt  their  affections  upon  the  riches  and   honors  of 
this  world;  that  these  things  are  unable  in  them- 
eeives  to  produce  happiness ;  and  that  man  cannot, 
in  his  present  fallen  condition,  make  a  proper  use  of 
"Hieiii.     Accordingly  we  discover  much  in  the  conduct 
'^f  Solomon  that  betrayed  him  to  be  a  very  fallible 
zfepresentative  of  the  true  Anointed  One,  and  to  give 
^ca'sion  for  the  spiritually-minded  in  those  days  to 
Jock  forward  to  and  long  for  the  reign  of  the  real 
PriDCe  of  Peace  and  King  of  Righteousness.    Con- 
trary to  the  express  command  of  God,  he  contracted 
marriage  with  various  heathen   princesses,  as  the 
daughters  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  Moab,  Ammon, 
Edom,  Sidon,  and  others.    In  order  to  gratify  these, 
he  raised  altars  and  high  places  to  their  national 
deities ;  propably  induced  in  the  first  instance  by  that 
specious  sophistry  which  has  imposed  on  thousands, 
who  have  committed  the  error  of  marrying  persons 
holding  heretical  opinions, — viz.  that  it  was  proper  to 
leave  them  to  the  unmolested  enjeyment  of  their  own 

P2 


coald  not  avoid  beholding  at  times  the  idol^ 
offered  to  heathen  idols  by  his  wives;  am 
gradnally  seduced  to  oSTer  iacease  in  the  hi] 

■  Aathe  ttiiin  " higJi  placet"  froQueaCly  ocean  Id  itl 
inqaSre  mure  particularly  what  they  slgrniJy.    In  tome  ii 


ce  of  tbrtt  deiUq 
bat  erected  *ltu 
here  there  n 


also  U  the  gates.  [1  King!  ulii.  g.)  Altan  erectw)  i 
were  Ukevise  oiled  hiKh  place*,  vhcD  they  were  nol 
God'a  epecLal  appolDtmeDt,  and  alAO  wbon  In  dtla  thn 
fiucli  iKint  ^CDcrally  cboien  ^m  Che  naCurat  Imal 
tani  the  fact  nf  God's  haTing  revealed  himeelf  on  MO' 
Ginid,  Tbiu  Uic  Blur  which  Samuel  baQI  to  the  Li 
un.Yii.l?!  te.  II.]    I 


.«  (leat  hieb  place." 
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ind  to  bow  down  before  A8btarotb,Milcolm,  Cbemosb, 
Mid  other  deities.  Equally  contrary  likewise  to  tbe 
|%wa  by  wbicb  be  was  bound  to  govern  tbe  kingdom 
wuM  the  exces^ve  number  of  bis  wives  and  concn- 
l^ines ;  and  bis  introduction  of  horses  and  swift  beasts 
fnr  military  as  well  as  civil  purposes. 

A  propbet  was  now  commissioned  of  God  to  de- 
Hoance  a  woe  against  Solomon,  wbicb  was  to  consist 
in, tbe  rending  away  of  ten  of  tbe  tribes  in  tbe  days  of 
Jtjm  son ;  wbicb  tribes, it  was  declared,  sbould  be  given 
to  Jeroboam  tbe  son  of  Nebat,  cbief  of  tbe  bouse  of 
|Bpbniim»  an  officer  of  great  talent  wbom  Solomon  bad 
iHEOiiioted.    After  tbis  tbe  reign  of  peace  was  pretty 
'ivell  concluded  ;  for  if  a  period  of  actual  warfare  did 
if0t  terminate  tbe  days  of  Solomon,  it  was  nevertbe- 
Ims  one  in  wbicb  tbe  tranquillity  of  the  country  was 
flatly  interrupted,  and  himself  harassed.     Hadad, 
Hb  Edomite,  who,  during  a  war  of  extermination 
jvai^ed  by  David  in  Idumea,  bad  been  carried  an  in* 
#Uit  into  Bgypt,  there  grew  up  with  feelings  of  deadly 
^glDimosity  against  Israel ;  and  having  now  returned 
im  bis  own  country,  began  to  make  predatory  in- 
^Tsions  into  Solomon's  dominions.     Another  foe, 
'Wbom  tbe  Lord  raised  up  against  him,  was  Rezon,  a 
•*Bjriajk  chieftain,  who  bad  established  himself  in 
i.Damascus.    During  the  whole  period  of  Solomon's 
feign  he  bad  been  hostile  to  Israel ;  and  having  lat- 
.ierly  obtained  tbe  sovereignty  of  all  Syria,  be  was 
beoome  formidable.  (1  Kings  xi.  25.)    It  was  prob- 
ably against  tbis  adversary  that  Solomon  took  tbe 
field  ;  for  we  have  tbe  record  of  his  having  actually 
besieged  Hamatb-Zobab,  and  prevailed  against  it; 
which  is  the   only  instance  related  of  his   being 
himself  engaged  in  warfare.    But  that  which  most 
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harassed  and  annoyed  him  waa  the  proplie^ 
cerDing  Jeroboam.  BJioded  by  jealous;  of  bis  Hnl. 
he  now,  like  Saul  in  the  case  of  his  father  David, 
sought  to  frustrate  the  purpose  of  God  by  the  de- 
struction of  his  rival ;  but  Jeroboam,  being 
his  intention,  lied  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  who  afibrdsd 
him  protection. 

It  is  probably  the  painful  experience  of 
during  the  period  of  bis  declension,  that  ii  described 
by  him  in  Ihe  book  of  EccleaiasteB.     It  bears  inteitol 
evidence  that  he  nrote  it  toward  the  conclasionil 
his  reign ;  and  it  describes  the  devices  of  a  heirV 
which  having  lost  the  peace  and  confidence  in  Ottt 
which  arise  from  walking  in  the  way  of  righteall>, 
ness,  endeavours  to  make  up  for  it  by  the  wreldiei 
substitutes  afforded  by    the  world.      He   tried  ] 
whole  circle  of  pursuits  and  pleasures  which  ca| 
vate  the  natural   man  ;  nor  was  any  one  ever  pIV 
in  circumstances  which  would  allow  him  more  et 
tually  to  put  them  to  the  test.    Power  and  wealth 
grandeur  he  possessed  to  an  unprecedented  depMl 
he  indulged  his  taste  for  building  and  for 
works;  be  planted  woods,  groves,  orchards  and 
yards ;    he  procured  singers  and  minstrels  in 
danee ;  he  61led  his  harem  with  beautiful 
made  trial  of  literature  and  the  arts.    But 
could  satisfy:   their  character  is  summed  op  !■' 
one  word,  which  he  inscribed  upon  them — va) 
and  the  conclusion  to  which  be  was  at  length  brai 

,  that  there  is  nothing  better  than  IbraninaV] 
fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments.  (Eootea.  iSl 
13.)  II  is  gratifying  however  to  the  pious  miad  ■ 
observe,  that  the  fall  of  Solomon  was  tbi 
for  his  correction  and  instruclion  in  righteous  ness;  t* 
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ihmt  ho  obtained  an  increase  of  wisdom  and  riches  of 
the  more  excellent  kind. 

One  other  incident  marks  him  to  have  been  bat  man, 
mmd  his  glory  bat  as  the  flower  of  the  field :  be  died! 
VhU  event  occorred  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  pros- 
peroas  reign  ;  and  he  was  bnried  with  great  pomp  in 
the  city  of  Dayid. 

The  literary  powers  and  the  learning  of  Solomon 
faaat  haTc  been  as  extensive  as  bis  wisdom  and 
iMies.  He  was  a  great  nataralist,  and  left  behind 
Um  treatises  on  qaadrapeds,  birds,  fishes  and  rep- 
tiles. He  likewise  wrote  a  comprehensiYc  work  on 
botany,  in  which  he  treated  of  all  plants,  from  the 

*  stately  cedar  to  the  hyssop  on  the  wall.  Like  his 
iather  also,  he  was  an  excellent  poet,  and  comjposed 

»  mo  less  than  one  tbonsand  and  ^ve  different  songs ; 
tet  whether  of  a  divine  or  merely  profane  character 
«e  know  not ;  with  the  exception  of  the  Canticles,  or 
<*  Song  of  Songs/^  a  work  which  not  only  affords  a 
•peeiaaen  of  superior  poetical  talent,  bat  mast  be 
Tiewed  in  the  still  more  important  character  of  a 
prophecy,  as  the  Jews  and  the  best  commentators 
have  always  considered  it  That  it  was  an  inspired 
production  is  evident  from  its  having  obtained  a 

'  plaoe  in  the  canon  of  Hebrew  scriptare,  and  there 
reoelTcd  the  sanction  of  oar  Lord.  The  Proverbs  of 
Solomon  is  another  work  which  has  come  down  to 
aa.  They  form  an  admirable  treasury  of  maxims  of 
pieQry  morality  and  pradence,  and  must  be  viewed 
in  the  same  light  of  inspiration.  Those  which  re- 
main are  not  the  one  third  part  of  what  he  wrote : 
the  rest,  together  with  his  poems  and  works  on  natu- 
ral history,  are  lost — ^we  were  about  to  write  ^*  unfor- 
tunmt^^  lost ; "  but  God  has  doubtless  better  con- " 
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suited  for  the  higher  interests  of  hi«  charcb,  b;  ptr- 
mitting  Ibepi  to  disappear,  tlian  he  would  have  done 
in  preserving  them  :  should  Ihey  ever  be  needed,  the 
same  Provldeuce  that  has  hidden  will  levsal  thi 

It  has  beet)  too  hastily  concluded  that  the  promiaet 
to  Abraham  of  a  territorial  character  were  at 
plished  to  the  full  extent  in  Solomon's  time;  bn 
tainlf  this  was  not  the  case.  Philistia  was  not  pos- 
sessed in  his  dajs:  he  is  onl;  said  to  have  reigned 
over  all  kings  "  from  the  river  unfa  the  land  of  Hie 
Philistines,  and  to  the  border  of  Eg^pti"  which  mode 
of  expression,  if  it  excludes  Egypt,  mast  eqaallyei- 
clade  Philistia.  Thai  there  was  peace  with  Ibe  PW- 
listines,  and  that  they  might  have  brought  presents,  ii 
all  that  can  be  said  of  them.  We  have  seen  lilcewiH 
that  the  territories  of  the  Sidonians  and  Tyriaas,  put 
of  the  grant  to  Abraham,  were  never  in  aubjecttonU 
Solomon  ;  but  that  a  treaty  of  amity  and  corament 
existed  between  him  and  Hiram  their  king,  «bl 
held  his  dominions  as  a  favoured  ally  of  IumL 
Syria  also  got  into  the  hands  o(  an  enemy  ;  and  Idl- 
niea  was  evidently  no  more  than  tributary,  or  Hadii 
thcEdomite  could  not  have  there  enjoyed  shellerail 
impunijy.  Others  of  the  surroDuding  kiugs,  wbBB 
Solomon  ta  said  to  have  reigned  over,  were  in  Uka 
only  tributary  ;  whereas,  in  order  to  fulfil  tkt 
il  to  Abraham,  the  territory,  which  at  a  fotBKt 
opportunity  has  been  described,  is  to  be  posseusi 
and  actually  portioned  among  the  seed  of  Abraban- 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  BPHRAIM,  OR  ISRAEL. 

[A.A.C.  976.]— Up  to  tfae  period  of  the  death  of  Solo- 
■Mm,  the  history  of  Ahraham's  posterity  flows  ia  an 
even  and  unbroken  stream ;  bat  a  schism  occurred 
Immediately  after,  by  which  the  integrity  of  the  He- 
brew empire  was  permanently  destroyed,  and  two 
kingdoms  were  erected  in  its  place. 

Attention  has  already  been  drawn  to  a  distinction, 
wbieh  should  be  kept  continually  in  view ;  that,  al- 
though it  pleases  God  to  overrule  the  principles  and 
•etioDS  of  evil  men  for  the  furtherance  of  his  own  de- 
signs, he  does  not  therefore  necessarily  approve  the 
men,  whom  he  thus  makes  use  of  as  his  instruments- 
Often  are  they  censured  and  manifestly  punished,  at 
tiie  Yery  time  that  God  is  accomplishing  by  their 
means  the  purposes  of  his  own  will,  and  employing 
them  as  a  rod  of  correction  to  others ;  nor  can  it  make 
any  difference,  as  to  the  matter  of  fact,  neither  cast 
any  just  reflection  on  the  righteousness  of  God's 
government,  that  he  should  condescend  to  predict  the 
actions  of  such,  or  grant  to  them  a  measure  of  pros- 
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peritj.  Thns  we  shall  liad  tliat  Jeroboam,  the' 
Nebat,  Ihougb  selected  as  the  iastruraent  tot  effeetiag 
the  schism  just  adverted  to,  aod  for  hambliag  llie 
family  of  Solomon,  is  nevertheless  odc  who  deiervei 
aud  provokes  pDnisbmeDl  himself;  and  who  profes 
also  a  stone  of  stumbling  *"  ^^^  misgaided  peapk 
who  select  him  as  their  leader. 

Rehoboam,  the  heir  of  Solomon,  no  sooner  ascended 
the  throne,  than  he  appointed  a  day  for  hia  corona- 
tion. The  place  fixed  upon  for  the  solemnity  hap- 
pened to  be  Sbecbem,  in  the  territory  of  Epbraim, 
whither  Jeroboam,  who  had  heard  in  £gypt  of  Ilw 
death  of  Solomon,  had  immediately  repaired. 

The  scripture  notices  of  this  important  crisia  an 
brief  and  scattered,  yet  salficicDt  to  enable  os  to  dnw 
conclusive  inferences  of  the  principles  and  oondnct 
of  Jeroboam.  His  chief  partisans  appear  to  ban 
been  the  light-niinded  and  proOigait,  {loni  of  Btiiit, 
as  tbey  are  termed,)  and  he  availed  himself  of  At 
inexperience  of  Rehoboam  to  provoke  a  rDptutd 
(2  ChroD.  xiil.  7.)  But  these  things  by  no  meau 
constituted  the  only  strength  of  tlie  politic  Ephraint- 
ile.  The  various  circumstances  which  produced  > 
iealopsy  in  his  tribe  have  before  been  noticed,  («ee 
page  HI,)  to  which  may  now  be  added  the  preseal 
superiority  of  Judab, — their  increasing  numbers,  tfae 
unrivalled  splendour  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  fact  Ibtt 
the  oftices  of  honour  and  emolument  had,  since  tka 
monarchy  commenced,  been  chielly  conferred  npM 
the  men  of  that  tribe  and  of  Benjamin.  JcroboMB 
therefore  might  safely  reckon  upon  his  owd  triba; 
and  he  appears  likewise  to  have  had  hia  emissariM 
among  the  other  tribes,  who  promoted  disaifeotiM  i 
sily  brought  to  regard  with  envy  those 
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who  enjoy  a  political  nsccniicucy  or  privileges  not 
possessed  by  themselves.  Nor  whs  Iliere  wanting  a 
pretext  of  grJevaDoes.  The  Inrfi;e  suhsidiea  required 
fortbe  king's  hoasehold,  the  extensive  requtBltion  of 
personal  service,  and  the  rigid  sabordinalion  raaip- 
lained  by  Solomon,  would  naturally  be  irksome  to  a 
people  prone  to  rebellion  and  impatient  of  control. 

On  tbo  day  therefore  of  the  coronation,  Jeroboam, 
having  stirred  up  the  chiefs  of  Ibe  people,  approached 
the  kins  ^t  their  head,  and  demanded  from  him  a 
miligation  of  service;  plausibly  promising  to  submit 
tbcEQselvcs,  provided  that  he  acquiesced.  The  king 
desired  three  days  tu  deliberate,  during  which  inter- 
vat  the  elders  of  his  council  advised  ;  "  If  thou  wilt 
be  a  trrvant  unto  this  people  this  day,  and  wilt  urve 
tina,  and  answer  Ibem,  and  speak  good  wards  to 
tbem,  then  they  will  be  thy  servants  for  ever."  The 
terms  in  which  this  advice  was  couehed  imply,  that 
a  measure  of  concession  was  demanded  which  ap- 
IWared  derogatory  to  the  king  ;  though  there  can  be 
H  doubt  Ibat  had  he  yielded,  he  would  have  de- 
prived Ibe  parly  of  Rehohoani  of  all  reasonable  pre- 
tence. But  the  course  which  the  king  linally  adopted, 
iBRueDced  by  the  rash  counsel  of  yonthrul  friends, 
wu  in  the  opposite  extreme :  instead  of  meeting  the 
Uierably,  when  the  time  was  expired,  in  a  coneilia- 

Kiiril,  he  treated  them  with  roughness,  and 
ned  to  increase  their  yoke.  Jeroboam  there- 
mediately  raised  the  standard  of  revolt;  Ado- 
obief  oOicer  of  Rehoboam,  was  seized  and 
;  the  king  sought  safety  for  himself  in  Itight; 
i  insurgents  took  Jeroboam  and  anointed  and 
.  crowned  him,  instead  of  Rehoboam,— thus  expelling 
from  them  the  dynasty  of  David. 


I 
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fm mediately  on  the  return  of  Rehoboam  to 
lem,  he  called  out  the  troops  of  Jndah  and  Benjamin. 
wliicli  tribes  coniioued  faithful,  and  purposed  to 
attack  his  adversary;  but  a  prophet  was  commiB- 
sioncd  to  warn  him  that  this  defectioD  was  permitted 
of  the  Lordi  in  consequence  of  which  he  desisted 
from  the  enterprise,  and  Jeroboam  found  liimself  in 
undisturbed  sovereignly  over  the  revolted  tribes. 

From  this  period  the  len  tribes  ever  after  fomied  i 
separate  king'dom,  who  are  sometimes  called /irael&nd 
Jacob,  from  their  great  ancestor ;  sometimes  Ephraim, 
from  the  seat  of  government  being  in  the  territor;  of 
that  tribe ;  and  at  a  later  period  Samaria,  the  name 
of  the  capital  city  afterwards  erected  in  Ephrain. 
As  Judah  is  likewise  sometimes  called  Israel,  it  wilt 
avoid  confusion  to  speak  of  the  kinsdom  of  the  tea 
tribes  always  by  the  name  of  Ephraim,  and  first  pur- 
sue its  history  to  its  termination. 

JEROBOAM  I.— The  first  act  of  Jeroboam  was  ol 
an  apostate  character,  and  loo  plainly  betrayed  the 
principles  by  which  he  was  in  general  jnltueooed- 
The  pciesis  and  Levites  throughoat  Palestine  incliaed 
(as  might  have  been  expected)  to  Jerusalem,  and  re- 
sorted thither  to  minister  in  their  course.  Jealous  of 
their  influence,  Jeroboam  at  once  decided  to  expel 
from  his  dominions  all  of  tliem  who  would  not  con- 
form to  his  wishes;  and  ordaining  in  their  steul 
priests  of  his  own  creation,  who  were  not  LevilM, 
(contrary  to  the  express  ordinance  of  God,)  he  ap- 
pointed them  to  olfer  incense  in  high  places,  and  to 
sacrifice  to  devils,  .iware  also  that  the  temple  ud 
worship  of  Jehovah  at  Jerusalem  was  slill  a  point  of 
attraction,  and  that  numbers  resorted  lo  it  from  ill 
the  tribes  to  keep  the  feasts,  and  imbibed  sentiments. 
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by  tbeir  iatercoaree  nilh  Judah,  aiirriendl;  to  the 
Btabilil;  of  his  throoe,  he  caased  two  golden  calves 
to  be  erected  as  deities,  the  one  io  the  city  of  Dun 
and  the  other  in  Bethel,  in  the  opposite  conliaesof  hrn 
territories,  and  instituted  stated  ftstivals  in  honour 
of  them,  as  a  coanlerpoise  to  the  principal  feasts  of 
God's  appointment.  The  immediate  consequence  of 
this  step  was  a  further  defection  from  among  the  ten 
Inbes;  for  not  ouly  did  tbeLevites.for  the  most  part, 
leave  their  citiea  and  possessions,  and  settle  in  Judah, 
(a  high-minded  and  disinterested  proceeding,  seeing 
that  they  abandoned  thereby  the  tithes  and  ofierings 
of  the  len  tribes,)  but  all  that  feared  God,  indignant 
and  alarmed  at  the  profane  policy  of  Jeroboam,  came 
onl  from  among  them  and  were  separate,  and  like- 
wise passed  over  to  Rehoboam.  The  new  empire 
was  thus  deprived  at  once  of  those  who  were  as  the 
sail  of  the  earth  to  it;  there  was  nu  bulwark  to  resist 
the  natural  proneness  of  the  residue  to  fall  into  sin  ; 
and  they  were  therefore  precipitated  at  once  into  a 
stale  of  irreligion,  from  which  they  never  afterwards 
Tecoiered,  and  drew  upon  tliemsetves  in  the  end  a 
fearfal  but  condign  punishment. 

The  suddenness  of  the  fall  of  Epbraim  has  nu 
parallel  since  the  days  of  Aaron,  when  all  Israel 
equally  turned  aside  to  the  worship  of  the  calf;' 
and  it  cannot  but  excite  surprise  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  only  in  the  beginning  of  tbc  previous 
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reign  the  worship  of  Oofl  appeared  to  be  egtahHiW  i, 
JD  great  purity  anil  glory,  and  witb  every  prospector 
its  taking  deep  root  in  the  alTeclions  of  the  entirs 
people.  The  laxity  of  Solomon  himself,  toward  tb« 
latter  period  of  his  reign,  must  Indeed  have  had  ooa- 
.liderable  inRuence  nilh  many,  and  blunted  those 
feelings  of  just  abhorrence,  with  which  they  w«t 
taught  to  behold  idolatrons  rites.  But  even  this  wilt 
not  account  for  the  readinesa  of  the  mass  to  cast  of 
altogether  Ibe  worship  of  Jehovah.  The  further  caan 
mnst  be  traced,  it  is  to  be  feared,  to  the  force  of  poli- 
tical interests,  wliicb  have  ever  been  found  to  cxer- 
oiao  a  subtle  but  most  powerful  inlluence  upon  reli- 
gion, and  often  in  a  direction  contrary  to  its  best  in- 
terests. Wheu  once  men  are  committed  in  a  cauc 
as  parlisans,  (which  was  the  case  uf  the  tribe!  iu  re- 
gard to  Jeroboaui,)  tbey  are  ready  to  go  almost  tomj 
leogtbs,  and  to  compromise  all  consistency  of  reli' 
gious  principle,  rather  than  abandon  that  policy  at 
party  which  promises  to  minister  to  their  seHishncat 

Jeroboam  fixed  his  own  residence  at  Shecbem; 
batfietbel  he  made  the  principal  place  of  sacriioei 
at  which  city  a  remarkable  incident  presently  oc- 
curred. Whilst  he  was  engaged  in  burning  iDGeaN 
upon  a  magnificent  altar  which  he  bad  erected  Ifaen, 
a  prophet  of  Judah  nnexpectedly  made  his  appear- 
ance, and  denounced  tbe  wrath  of  God  againut  tiM 
altar:  declaring  that  a  prince  of  the  boose  of  Dand 
shonld  herearierbo  born,  and  bo  called  Jon'aA,  (i,  e, 
Ihf  _fire,  OT  zea\,  of  the  Lofil.)  who  should  burn  apoD 
that  altar  the  bones  of  those  wbooi  Jeroboam  had 
made  priests  of  the  high  places.  As  an  earnest  of 
the  truth  of  his  prediction  he  further  declared,  tbil 
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ttc  altar  should  i  mined  lately  be  rent.  Jeroboam, 
exasperated  at  the  boldness  of  the  intruder,  ordered 
him  to  be  seized;  when,  lo!  a  furiher  sign,— the 
sinews  of  his  srm,  ontstrelclied  toward  the  prophet, 
as  he  energetically  commanded  his  apprehension,  in- 
stantly withered  and  dried  ap,  so  that  he  could  not 
draif  tbe  arm  back  again  ;  whilst  at  the  same  instant 
the  altar  was  rent  in  twain.  The  kio^;  was  now  hum- 
bled, and  inlreated  of  the  propliet  to  interuede  for 
him  with  Jehovah ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  the 
arm  was  restored,  Jeroboam  then  desired  the  pro- 
phet to  come  lo  his  palace  and  refreah  himself,  and 
offered  him  a  reward  :  but  both  were  refused  by  the 
Jew,  who  declared  that  he  was  expressly  charged  to 
hare  do  social  intercourse  with  any  of  the  city.' 

[a.a.c.  957.] — The  inipreiision  however  upon  Jero- 
bmm  was  speedily  effaced,  and  he  continued  his  pro- 
file coarse  with  Ihe  same  indiffcreocc  as  before.  He 
had  warfare  with  Judah  Ihroughoat  tbe  reign  of  Re- 
hoboam,  the  resnlt  of  which  is  not  recorded  ;  but  on 
Abijah  succeeding  to  the  throne  of  Judah,  Jeroboam 
made  war  upon  him  with  an  anny  of  eight  hundred 
tboasand  men,  and  was  signally  defeated  with  the 
prodigious  loss  of  half  a  million  of  his  troops  in 
killed, — tbe  most  oilensive  slaughter  upon  record, 
This  happened  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  Jeroboam's 
'eign;  who  never  recovered  from  this  blow,  but  died 
ibont  three  years  afterwards,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Kadab.oneoffaissons. 
NADAB-    [A.A.C.  9S5.]— The  reign  and  the  record 
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uf  Nadab  are  very  brief.  All  Ibat  we  know  at  hil 
moral  character  U,  Uiat  lie  was  imbaed  with  the  pro- 
fane principlea  or  bisfatber;  and  of  Ihe  acts  of  bi) 
reign,  that  lie  laid  siege  to  GibbethoD,  a  city  of  Ibc 
Pbiliallnes;  during  which  Baasba,  a  prince  of  Uc 
house  of  Issacliar,  assassinated  biia,  and  nsurpingtbc 
throne,  ex  terminated  every  member  of  bis  faimb; 
Ihas  fulfilling  a  prophecy  wbich  had  been  annouocal 
to  Jeroboam  a  little  before  his  death. 

BAASUA.  [A.A.C.  9S3.]— The  cnemoriat  of  B 
sha's  reign  {with  the  exception  of  ooe  event,  wbick 
will  be  related  in  the  history  of  Judah,)  is  as  brlefu 
that  of  his  predecessor.  He  followed  in  the  sane 
course  of  idolatry,  and  a  prophet  was  therefore  ttttl 
to  announce  a  similar  fale  to  bis  posterity,  on  aocouU 
of  this  sin,  and  also  for  the  murder  of  Nadab,  He 
was  nevertheless  himself  permitted  to  reign  for  i 
period  o(  twenty-four  years ;  when  be  died,  and  «■> 
succeeded  bf  his  son  Elab. 

ELAH.    [A.A.C.  931.]— Etah  to  Ihe  sin  of  Jerobeui 
added  drunkenness,  a  vice  which  was  becoming  vcrj 
prevalent  among  the  Ephraimites,  who  learned  i 
the  surrounding  nations.'    Whilst  indulging  in 


[Clio,  B«t.  193,)  Hud  at  the  Scytbiana  pven,  hen;*.  Hut  al  k  biitK 
wlitch  Ibey  vers  InTluri  by  CyaiarEB  aud  the  MeleB.  Ihr  grcaut  ivl 
wHieeut  off  while  in  n  state  olioioiliatton,  (Ibid.  •.  io6J  nnMw 
Inp  Croni  KETPCiBn  KDlptarn  glvui  by  Mr-  WUklnsoD  (rol.  H.  f.  Iff. 


THE    KINGDOM    C 


225 


potatioDS,  be  was  slain,  io  Ihe  second  year  of  his 
reign,  b;  Zimri,  one  of  the  captains  of  his  chariots  ; 
who  then  did  by  the  rest  of  the  family  of  Baasha,  as 
the  latter  had  done  by  the  faraily  of  Jeroboam,  and 
seized  npon  tbe  reins  of  government. 

ZIMRI.  [A.A.C.  930.]— Seven  days  saw  the  begin- 
ning  and  tbe  termination  of  the  reign  of  this  usurper, 
Tbe  army  was  again  engaged  in  tbe  siege  of  Gibhe- 
thon;  and  as  soon  as  the  soldiers  heard  of  Ibe  murder 
of  Elab,  they  proclaimed  Omri,  the  captain  of  Ihe 
host.  king.  Then  raising  the  siege  they  marched 
against  Zimri ;  who,  despairing  of  the  result,  set  fire 
to  his  palace,  and  threw  himself  into  the  flames. 

OHRT.  [A.A.C.  930.]— Tbe  choice  of  tbe  army  was 
not  generally  approved,  and  a  rival  to  Omri  was  set 
up,  of  whom  we  linDw  nothing  but  the  name,  Tibni, 
Far  fonr  years  Ibe  kingdom  was  distracted  by  civil 
war;  but  at  length  tbe  military  faction  prevailed  and 
slew  Tibni,  after  which  Omri  reigned  undisturbed, 

Bj  him  the  cily  of  Samaria  wa.'t  built,  and  called 
after  Shemer,  of  whom  he  purchased  the  land.  Omri 
nceeded  in  ungodliness  all  bis  predi 
]  in  tbe  eleventh  year  of  his  reign. 
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AHAU.  [A.A.C.  919.]— Ahab,  the  son  of  Onri, 
succeeded  him ;  to  whom  again  belong^ed  thesadpl^ 
eminence  of  *'  doing  evil  above  all  that  w^re  befoie 
him."  He  married  Jesebel,  the  daagbterof  EthbiaJi 
or  Ithobalas,  a  priest  of  the  Sidonians,  who  htn'Df 
murdered  the  king  of  Sidon,  had  osarped  the  thnne.' 
Jesebel  proved  herself  worthy  of  sach  a  parent, bdi; 
rigidly  addicted  to  idolatrous  rites,  and  not  hentit' 
ing  to  shed  blood  in  order  to  gratify  her  ambiti(NU 
Through  her  influence  Ahab  introdoced  into  hisluB|- 
dom  the  worship  of  Baal,  to  whom  he  erected  a 
splendid  temple  in  Samaria;  whilst  on  the  other  hisd 
he  endeavoured  carefully  to  suppress  all  remainiv 
traces  of  the  worship  of  Jehovah. 

Four  gradations  may  here  be  noticed  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  nation,  under  the  monarchy ,  into  spQi- 
tacy.  The  flrst  was  the  burning  of  incense  in  tk 
high  places ;  which,  though  it  was  offered  to  thetne 
God,  was  contrary  to  his  appointed  ordinances.  TUi 
practice  had  been  gradually  gaining  ground  in  Solo- 
mon's reign,  though  it  had  been  discountenanced  by 
David,  who  never  resorted  to  it,  even  when  he  was 
painfully  deprived  of  the  means  of  grace.  It  appean 
to  have  been  one  of  those  plausible  innovations  which 
crept  in  under  pretence  of  the  alleged  distance  or  in- 
convenience of  the  only  lawful  place  ;  and  imposed, 
by  its  show  of  piety,  upon  weak  and  unstable  per- 
sons, who  are  unable  to  discern  that  the  elements  of 
apostacy  exist  in  all  cases  of  disobedience  from  God's 


*  See  Mcnandcr,  the  ancient  Tyrian  historian,  (quoted  by  JosephK 
cont.  App.  i.  18,)  according  to  whom  it  would  appear  that  Jezebel  wts 
the  grand  aunt  of  Dido,  the  celebrated  queen  of  Carthage.  He  ilatrs 
that  Carthage  was  founded  just  143  years  and  eight  months  £roiB  the 
building  of  Solomon's  temple. 
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Okdinancea.  The  aecond  step  was  tije  introduction 
and  worship  of  idols  in  addition  to  that  of  the  true 
God,  nbich  was  more  particularly  Solomon's  olTence. 
The  third  was  the  setting  up  ofidohand  of  ordinaaces 
to  compete  with  those  of  Jehovah,  and  with  the  ex- 
press view  of  diverting  the  people  from  Jerusalem ; 
at  the  same  lirae  that  the  worship  of  God  was  tole* 
rated  in  those,  who  chose  to  perform  it  in  their  own 
cities.  Or  on  high  places:  this  was  Jeroboam's  sin, 
The  climax  was  the  more  formal  supplanting  of  the 
worship  of  God  hj  idols,  with  the  intent  altugether  to 
abolish  it;  aud  the  persecution  of  those  who  conli- 
nned  to  be  faithful  to  Jehovah-  This  was  reserved 
for  Ahab  and  Jezebel. 

The  mass  of  the  nation  conFormed  without  hesita- 
tion  to  the  worship  of  Baat.  Some  few  remained 
vbo  still  refused  to  bow  to  any  other  than  Jehovah  ; 
bnt  these  were  either  obliged  to  seek  shelter  from  the 
■tarro  in  caves  and  retired  places,  or  to  suppress  and 
_  ctmceal  their  sentiments  at  home. 

^ad  however  did  not  leave  himself  wilhont  a  pub- 
orthonation  without  chastisement,  bnt 
intrepid  and  devoted  prophet  to  admo- 
iMtb  the  king  and  the  people  of  Ihcir  sins.  This 
Blijali  of  Tishbeh  in  Gilead,  whose  lirst  commis- 
S  to  intimate  to  the  nation,  that  the  Lord  par- 
I  lo  scourge  it  by  a  droaghl,  the  continnance  of 
It  was  lobe  at  the  bidding  of  the  prophet:  having 
red  nhieh,  he  hid  himself  for  saiety,  and  to 
It  the  effect  of  God's  controversy  with  the  people. 
L  was  the  famine  and  distress  experienced 
High  a  protracted  druu)i;ht  of  three  successi< 
yearsi  and  great  the  exasperation  against  Elija 
who  wsA  viewed  a^i  the  author  uf  tlic  nation's  cala- 
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as  the  penalty  of  sin. 

Aboat  tlie  middle  of  the  fourth  year  of  famine,  Ihl 
eonfidence  of  the  nation  in  Baal  began  to  be  sbakeOI 
and  Elijah  now  received  a  commission  lo  show  htm* 
lelfto  Ahab.  The  prophet  reqnired  of  the  king,  lh>| 
heshoald  convene  the  whole  nation  to  Mount  (^ 
mel,  together  with  the  prophets  and  priests  of  Baal) 
and  Ahab,  having  learnt  by  painful  experience,  tbit 
his  word  was  not  to  be  despised,  complied.  Elijik 
appeared  at  the  assembly,  and  in  order  to  pat  iW 
rival  claims  of  Jehovah  and  Baal  to  a  public  tell 
proposed,  that  the  prophela  of  Baal,  450  in  natnlW; 
should  take  a  bullock  and  prepare  it  for  sacri-i 
fice,  but  pat  no  6re  under  it;  and  that  he,  El^ib, 
would  singly  do  tbe  same  lo  another  bullock; 
both  parties  should  then  call  upon  their  god, 
whichsoever  answered  by  fire  should  be  acooantd 
as  the  true  God.  The  challenge  was  accepted  ; 
the  false  prophets,  having  quickly  prepared  I 
bullock,  called  upon  Baal  from  moruiog  till  i 
without  success.  Elijab  now  attacked  them  with  k 
piercing  satire,  which  excited  them  to  pbrensy 
screamed  aloud,  leaping  upon  the  altar,  cut  tbea>-| 
selves  with  knives  and  lancets,  in  the  vain  hope  lhil{ 
the  blood  which  guslicd  fton  their  own  veins  n^tt 
propitiate  and  arouse  their  deity:  but  the  faonf  ol 
evening  sacrilice  nevertheless  approached,  and  iM 
no  pne  regarded  tliEm.  It  was  now  tha  turn  of  ElijaC] 
Short  was  the  interval  remaining ;  but  with  the  caMj 
I  which  confidence  inspires  he  called  to  him  iMl 
people,  aniJ  having  with  their  aid  repaired  a  dilapbl 
dated  altar  of  Jehovah,  and  dug  a  trench  around  i^ 
be  placed  the  wood  and  the  sacrifice  tbereoB. 
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next  directed  the  people  to  pour  water  on  it,  whicb 
was  repealed  nntit  the  wood  was  rendered  unfit  foi 
kindling,  and  tlie  trench  around  the  a  1  tat  filled.  Elijah 
then  offered  a  short  but  effeclnal  prayer  to  God,  when 
Gre  came  down  from  heaven  and  consumed  the  Jtacri' 
fice,  and  the  ver;  stones  of  the  altar  itself.  The  people, 
atrtick  with  awe,  fell  on  their  faces,  and  acknowledged 
Jebovab  to  he  God  ;  and  then,  at  the  eommand  of 
Elijah,  slew  the  prophets  of  Baal :  after  wbich,  God 
Kgain  listened  to  the  prajer  of  his  servant,  and  sent 
Ml  abundance  of  rain.  Jezebel,  however,  on  being; 
infonned  bj  her  husband  of  the  striking  events  of 
Ibe  da;,  breathed  forth  vengeance  against  Elijah ; 
who  therenpon  lied,  and  again  concealed  himself. 

Jehovah,  being  ftt  length  hononred  by  the  re- 
storation of  bis  worship  for  awhile,  also  hononred 
this  short  respite  from  idolatry,  by  granting  to  the 
nation  a  political  deliverance  of  a  no  less  extraor- 
dinary character.  Benhadad,  king  of  Syria,  made 
certain  arrogant  demands  of  Abab  ;  which  being  re- 
fnaed,  be  invaded  the  land,  with  the  combined  forces 
of  thirty  vassal  princes.  While  he  was  approaching 
Samaria,  the  Lord  sent  a  prophet  to  Ahab  to  assure 
him  that  the  whole  mnltitude  should  be  delivered  in- 
to bis  band.  The  force  which  Abab  had  to  oppose  to 
tkii  vast  mnltitude  was  only  7000  men,  and  God  di- 
rected that  of  these  he  shojid  take  only  the  younger 
princes  and  chieftains,  amounting  to  no  more  than 
382  persons;  assuring  him,  that  with  these  alone 
Ibe  deliverance  of  Israel  should  be  accomplished: 
and  it  is  but  just  to  the  character  of  Ahab  to  observe, 
ttiat  in  this  instance  he  obediently  followed  the  divine 
command.  Benhadad  and  his  princes  were  also  ad- 
dicted to  the  prevailing  vice ,-  and  whilst  all 
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a  stale  of  inebriel)'  in  Iho  TojaX  pavilion,  the;  w«K 
informed  tbat  a  small  band  of  men  was  seen  issaini 
forth  from  Samaria.  Witb  the  insolence  inHpited  ^J 
inloxicatjan  and  superior  nnnibers,  the  king  or- 
dered them  to  be  bronght  before  him  alivej  iinl 
the  Uraelilea,  on  the  approach  of  his  troops,  itev 
each  his  man,  when  the  rest  tnrned  and  precipidtd} 
(led,  and  a  complete  overthrow  ensued. 

In  the  following  year  the  kin);  of  SjHa  again  twk 
the  field,  at  the  head  of  as  great  a  multitade  asbe- 
fore.  Bui  a  prophet  was  ag;ain  sent  to  Ahab,  wkn 
announced  that  God  was  jealoas  for  the  faonoaraf 
his  name;  and  becaose  the  Syrians  had  said,  that  he 
was  not  the  God  of  the  plains,  (to  which  the;  no* 
purposed  to  confine  their  warfare,)  therefore  land 
should  have  another  proof  of  faim.  At  the  end  <1 
a  week  the  Syrians  attacked,  when  Ephratm  sle« 
of  them  a  hundred  thousand  in  one  day.  The  rest  Bed 
to  Apbek,  the  walls  of  which,  from  some  cause  oat 
related,  fell  down  and  slew  27.000  more. 

The  Hebrews  had  acquired  a  superior  characUt 
for  clemency  among  the  surroaoding  nations;  re- 
minded of  which,  Benhadad  sent  a  deputation  of 
nobles,  clothed  with  sackcloth  and  with  ropes  round 
their  necks,  to  deprecate  the  wrath  and  excite  the 
commiseration  of  Ahab.  The  fact  is  worthy  of  reniaik. 
first, as  evincing  that  the  influence  of  abcDeficenl  re- 
ligion contiauea  to  modify  the  national  character  of  ( 
people,  for  some  time  after  they  have  ceased  to  r*- 
cognise  the  source  whence  they  have  derived  ffbal 
is  humane  and  honourable  among  them;  and,  se> 
GOndly,  as  affording  decided  proof  that  the  HouiB>l 
law  did  not  promote  a  merciless  and  ferooiona  ^tiill. 
Benhadad  was  not  deceived  as  to  the  lesalt  sf  liat 
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■ppeal :  Ahab  iminedialely  sent  for  him  and  received 
Iiim  as  a  brother,  and  satisfied  liimself  with  stipu- 
lating tiial  the  cities  wrested  from  Israel  should  b« 
restored.  In  this  instance  however  of  clemency, 
fiE  acted  in  the  same  spirit  of  disahcdienoe  that 
Saal  had  betrayed  in  apnriog  Agog;  for  God  had 
in  like  manner  commanded  an  utter  destrucIioD  on 
Benhadad. 

Nor  did  Abab  profit  by  the  recent  signal  interposj- 
tions  of  Jehovab.  The  prophets  of  Baal  were  de- 
stroyed ;  but  no  further  attempt  was  made  to  reform 
the  eKistin^  aboaes  both  in  religion  and  justice-  Tu 
bis  other  oD'ences  he  next  added  one,  nhiuh  outraged 
the  last  remains  of  piety  and  patriotism  in  his  sub- 
jects. This  was  the  murder  of  Naboth,  an  Israelite 
of  the  old  school,  who  had  too  much  virtue  to  violate 
the  law  of  inheritance,  by  disposing  of  a  vineyard  tu 
Ahab,  which  the  king  coveted  on  account  of  ils  con- 
ti^ity  to  his  palace.  The  affair  was  indeed  man- 
aged by  Jezebel,  who  found  in  the  elders  of  Jezreel 
instriiments  sufficiently  compliant  to  condemn  Na- 
both upon  a  false  charge  of  treason  and  blasphemy^ 
t,ad  to  put  him  to  death,  and  all  bis  sons,  that  no 
legal  claimant  might  remain.   (2  Kings  ix.  26,) 

Aliab  however,  on  proceeding  to  take  possession  of 
hii  n«wly-acquired  property,  met  with  an  unwelcome 
islruder  in  the  vineyard  ;  no  other  than  the  prophet 
Elijah,  whom  God  had  sent  forth  from  his  hiding- 
place  to  announce  to  the  king  the  punishment  he  had 
provoked.  He  declared  to  hitn  that  dogs  should  lick 
the  blood  of  the  king  in  the  very  place  where  they 
HA  Ituked  Naboth 's  blood ;  that  Jezebel  should  be 
dCTonred  by  dogs  by  the  wall  of  Jezreel,  where  the 
tinejaTd  of  Naboth  was  situate;  and  that  alt  ihi 
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wale  deMcadftBti  oi  Abab  shoald  be  TioIeDtl; cii 
iff.  The  kiag  was  seised  with  terror,  and  JmntB- 
diatrty  haaiUed  kinsrlr  before  God  with  fsstin;  and 
aAtt  aets  of  hanilialion.  This  was  at  least  better 
Aaa  kwdleaaseas  or  defiance:  and  the  Lord  Uiere- 
§on  ao  br  Knitted  tbe  senteoce.  as  to  defer  the  evi 
on  hii  poalwity  till  after  liU  death. 

Tbe  pcediclioii,  as  it  coneerDed  Abab  personally 
was  speedilr  accomplished.  The  city  of  Ramoti 
Gilead  still  remained  in  tbe  bands  of  the  Sjriaui 
kai  JcbMbspbal.  kingof  Judab.  coming  on  a  tisittf 
friondsbip  to  Ifae  conn  of  Ahab,  tbe  latter  aiailel 
himadf  of  the  opportanitj  to  propose  to  the  kiii£  it 
Jvdak  lo  anile  their  forces  and  besiege  it.  The  iul 
that  Jebosbaphat.  who  was  apioas  king,  was  reboktd 
for  bis  alliance  with  Abah.  and  for  the  couDtenaoM 
which  be  afforded  hLm  bj  his  presence,  demoastnte) 
but  loo  plainly,  thai  the  latter  had  fallen  again  inn 
bis  idoUtroas  practices;  which  is  <»)Drirnied  by  lln 
circamsISDce  that  be  was  on  this  occasion  sDrroand- 
ed  by  false  prophets.  By  these  he  was  infatuated  to 
undertake  the  siege,  contrary  to  tbe  naming  oft 
true  prophet  of  God  :  and  Ibaagh  he  entered  iot> 
the  battle  in  disguise,  he  was  pierced  by  a  random 
nrrow,  and  died  at  eieniog.  And  bis  chariot  heiif 
removed  to  a  pool  in  Naboth's  vineyard  for  the  pw- 
pose  of  being  washed,  the  dogs  came  aboat  it  uul 
licked  op  the  blood  which  bad  flowed  into  it  from  hit 
wound.  Thus  fet),  after  a  reign  of  22  years,  tb« 
weakest  and  the  most  wiekedoftbekingsof  Epbnin. 

ABAZIAH.  [J.A.C.  897.]— Under  tbe  pernieieai 
influence  of  his  mother,  the  son  and  successor  ot 
Ahab  continoed  io  tbe  idolatrous  oourse  pursued  by 
his  father ;  and  the  term  of  his  sovereignty,  whick 
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cotnpfeliended  only  two  years,  was  distitiKuished  by 
rebellioD  against  God  and  by  disaster.  PeTceiviDif 
his  -weakness,  tbe  Moabiles,  who  had  bcco  reduced 
to  ifae  condilion  of  a  tributar]'  slate,  sbouk  off  tb* 
yoke ;  soon  after  which  Ahaelah  fell  from  the  window 
of  hia  chamber,  from  the  elfecls  of  which  he  died. 

JEHORAM.  [A.A.C.  B9&.]"Ahaziah  djing  child- 
less was  BQCcecded  by  his  brother  Jehoram, or  Joram; 
who  pat  away  the  idol  Baal,  but  retained  his  pro- 
phets, and  likewise  the  calves  set  up  by  Jeroboam. 

In  order  to  reduce  again  the  Moabitea,  he  formed 

an  alliance  with  the  kings  of  Jodah  and  Edom,  and 

all  three  took  the  field  in  person  ;  but  the  combioed 

forces  were  brought  into  great  distress  from  the  want 

Of  water,  and  were  closely  pressed   by    the   enemy. 

Elijah  had  now  been  honoured  by  a  translation  to 

heaven  without  seeing  death,  and  was  succeeded  by 

Elisha,  a  prophet  equally  eminent.    To  him  the  three 

kings  repaired,  at  the  snggestion  of  Jehoshaphat  king 

of  Jndah,  and  aought  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  at  his 

1^      month  ;    who  having  slernly  rebuked  Jehoram,  de- 

t      elared  nevertheless,  Ibat  out  of  condescension  to  the 

•i      king  of  Judali,  God  woold  grant  them  a  deliverance. 

•     The  Moabites   were  consequently  deceived  by  the 

B      t«rd  into  a  snare,  and  overthrown  by  the  confederate 

•     kings,  who  afterwards  destroyed  their  cities  and  laid 

I  i    nule  their  lands  ;  whilst  the  king  of  Moab  himself 

ml    *oand  op  the  eaustrophe,  by  offering  up  his  son  and 

K  h  ktlr  to  the  throne  as  a  burnt-offering,  in  the  vain  hope 

fc-J  if  averting  the  impending  calamity,' 

^fJ    There  was  much  daring  the  remainder  of  Joram's 

,  which  was  calculated  both   to  warn  and  lo 
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■«>ken  tbe  nation.  The  college  of  propheti,  em 
wfaich  Elisba  presided,  had  so  iacreased  io  nttmber, 
that  it  was  found  requisite  to  remove  it  from  Giliit, 
and  to  haild  one  more  commodious  on  the  baok)  of 
the  Jordan.  The  members  of  this  iastilDtioD  were 
OMasioDallj  sent  forili  on  special  missions;  sad bj 
DHans  of  their  con.itaol  protest  ag;aiDst  the  prenilinj 
IrfolatTT,  God  ntade  nge  of  tbem  to  g^ather  ont  Ul 
cicntioa  from  Epbraim  ;  but  no  visible  jmpre«i» 
wm«  made  by  tliem  upon  the  nation  in  general. 
ereni  which  oocarred  at  this  time  serves  to  itla<Intt 
both  these  facts.  NaamaD,  the  captain- general  u 
faf  onrite  of  the  k'loic  of  Syria,  was  afflicted  with  u 
Encitrable  leprosy  :  bat  being  assured  by  an  Israelidd 
damsel,  whom  he  had  taken  cuptive,  that  Elishaitu 
able  to  beat  him,  (a  proof  that  tbe  labours  of  ih 
propbei  were  not  altogether  vain,)  the  king  of  Sjiii 
Mtil  him  with  considerable  presents  to  Jehoram  for 
tkat  purpose.  Jehomm  however  and  his  court  ce 
sJdercd  the  whole  proceeding  as  a  pretext  to  erei 
a  f|aarreli  by  demanding  impossibilities;  an  equal 
proof  of  the  ignorance  and  unbelief  of  tbe  rulers  vl 
Israel.  Elisha  however  heard  of  Ibe  circumsta 
and  desired  ibat  Naaman  might  be  sent  to  him, 
daring  that  the  honour  of  Jehovah  should  be  vindK 
r-ated :  and  the  re-sull  was  that  Naaman  departed,  not 
only  bpaled  in  body,  bat  converted  in  heart,  and  ra- 
solved  to  worship  no  other  than  the  God  of  Israel. 

Notwithstanding  the  cure  of  his  favourite,  the  kint 
of  Syria  oonlinoed  his  hostile  incursions ;  though  hi) 
plans  wen  constantly  frustrated  by  Eiisha.  At  length 
however  (being  permitted  of  God,  for  the  furthw 
obastisewentofhis  people,)  be  invested  Samaria  will) 
a  numerous  army,  and  laid  siege  (o  il.     To  such  grett 
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atoaiU  were  the  inbabitaats  reduced  on  this  occasion 
from  the  want  of  provision,  that  ao  ass'a  head  aold  lor 
eifhtj  pieces  of  silver  j  and  some  resorted  to  llic  hor- 
rible expedient  of  devouring  their  own  children.  The 
king  pot  on  the  exterior  signs  of  humiliation,  bat  was 
not  bom  bled  in  heart;  for  breaking  oat  into  a  rage 
(gaioat  Elisba,  as  if  he  vere  the  author  of  the  ca- 
'  Umity,  he  despatched  a  mesBenger  lo  take  otf  his 
(nad-  The  prophet  avoided  the  mischief;  but  at  the 
I  lune  time  sent  word  that  there  woald  be  abundance 
b  Samaria  on  the  following  day;  a  message  which 
*aa  received  by  some  with  unbelieving  derision.  It 
happened  however  that  without  the  gates  of  Sa- 
maria were  four  men  thrust  forth  as  lepers,  who, 
tkeiDg  in  a  slate  of  starvation,  bad  resolved  to  pass 
(n«r  to  the  enemy  that  same  night.  They  rose  up 
Ueiefore  and  proceeded  at  luidaight  to  the  ene- 
faj'a  camp;  but  were  amazed  on  their  arrival  to 
find  it  deserted.  For  the  Lord  had  caased  a  noise 
Uter  dark,  which  the  Syrians  mistook  for  the  ap- 
Ipmacb  of  a  host;  and  concluding  that  they  were 
aarpriaed  by  a  fresh  army  of  hired  forces,  Ihey  fled, 
Jeaving  the  road  to  the  Jordan  strewed  with  garments 
and  vessels.  Thus  was  the  city  marvellousiy  deli- 
Tered,  and  the  words  of  the  prophet  aecomplisbed. 
.     Bat  though  the  Lord  in  mercy  had  saved  Ephraiot 

g being  humbled  under  the  hand  of  a  foreign 
f,  he  nevertheless  continued  lo  scourge  the  na-  ^^J 
and  brought  a  famine  upon  the  whole  land,  ^^^| 
[.continued  for  seven  years.  This  also  failed  ^^H 
nbling  the  hearts  of  Jehoram  and  his  people;  ^^^| 
i«d  therefore  now  prepared  to  execute  thejudg-      ^^| 


Bents  against  the  house  of  A  hab  threatened  by  Elijah. 
Jefaoram  having  received  a  wouud  from  the  Syrians 
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ndcr  Uie  walls  of  Riimotb,«l 
^idk  Ail;  Ibe  Isnelim  were  at  length  maaien.  n> 
find  to  iesTCvl  fo(  a  core,  leasing  Jeha  hia  ctpttiR 
ia  MMM«ad.  Daring  this  temporary  absence  uf  tk 
lEiH(,  •  ■Mtiigii  came  lo  Jehu  rrom  Elisha  tic  pro- 
phet, who  akraptly  anointiDg  bim  with  oil  declared 
Uakng,  k»d  tben  fled  awa;  before  Jeho  caoldn- 
c*i«t  tnm  his  surprise-  Jehu  was  possessed  iXi 
4»tit^  Pomt»fV  and  impel uosit}'  which  renderedlte 
a  fkvawilc  wiik  the  mvaj ;  and  no  sooner  did  be  d^ 
eUrr  to  tb«M  the  psiport  of  Elisha 's  message,  thu 
ihcj  aiiMe  aa  oue  Man  and  proclaimed  him  kin|. 
Wiib  th«  pranplilada  and  energ;  belonging  toMi 
ekancUr,  be  WBcdiately  determined  on  Ukiif 
twnm  bj  saiprise ;  and  issuing  strict  orders  thu  M 
ptnam  sk*«M  be  permitied  to  leave  the  ehj  of  Bi- 
■Mfc,  be  depttttcd  in  his  chariot  witb  a  oompan;  o[ 
traops,  and  drove  fnrioiislj  for  Jeareel.  UJs  approMt 
was  descried  frofa  the  walls  ;  and  the  tnessengcK 
WMl  ovt  tu  ascertain  the  object  of  his  coming,  fallifig 
MM  after  anolber  into  his  escort,  JeLoram  coDcloikd 
that  some  matter  of  special  importance  must  havcit 
dac«d  Jebu  to  qoit  Ramoth.  and  went  forth  to  iDMt 
biMi  in  his  chariot,  accompanied  in  another  obatiol 
hy  AbaaJah,  the  youthfal  king  of  Jadah,  who  bid 
just  married  into  the  familj  of  Abab,  and  was  eoue 
to  JesrtYl  lu  Tisit  bis  consin.  Jeboram  waa  stot 
tbruugh  the  heart  bj  Jehn  with  an  arrow;  and  hH 
body  unccremonioDsl}  cast  aside  into  the  identiu' 
piM  ibat  bad  been  Naboth's,  and  where  God  bad  de- 
clared Ihai  he  woold  requite  Abab.  Jehu  rods  oa 
iniuiediBtcl;  after  into  Jexreel,  where  Jezebel,  *fas 
bad  re«eiTed  intimation  of  what  was  transpiriiig  li; 
the  llighl  of  Ahasiab  and  the  attendants  of  JehoraiBj 
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Moosted  bim  from  a  window  as  he  entered  the  city, 
•Ad  reminded  him  of  the  fate  of  the  usurper  Zimri. 
Mka  ealled  to  her  attendants  to  throw  her  down ;  on 
#Mch  the  eanachs  of  her  own  chamber  precipitated 
iMrmt  once  from  the  window,  and  she  was  trampled 
ib^deatb  by  the  party  of  Jeha,  who- passed  on  without 
Mrther  delay  in  pursuit  of  the  Icing  of  Judah.  Aha- 
tUh  SQCoeeded  in  escaping  to  Megiddo,  but  not  with- 
Ml  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  soon  after  died,  thus 
fMQing  a  severe  penalty  for  his  intermarriage  with 
abandoned  family  of  Abab.  On  Jehu's  return 
Jesreel,  he  sent  persons  to  take  up  the  corpse 
If  the  queen,  that  she  might  be  buried  suitably  to 
Mr  rank ;  but  they  found  it  torn  and  devoured  by 
Mtg$9  which  in  the  east  prowl  in  multitudes  about 
lie  towns. 

'^^'This  remarkable  fulfilment  of  the  prediction  of 
BiQah  did  not  pass  unnoticed  by  Jehu  and  his  troops. 
Vie  remaining  prediction,  concerning  the  posterity  of 
Aiab  was  as  speedily  accomplished.  His  sons,  to  the 
tfMmber  of  seventy,  were  under  the  protection  and 
tatelageof  the  governors  of  Samaria  ;  to  whom  Jehu 
Inotey  admonishing  them  to  put  themselves  upon  the 
defensive  and  fight  for  them ;  but  they,  filled  with 
terror,  signified  their  submission  to  Jehu,  and  at  bis 
bidding  they  decapitated  the  whole  seventy,  and 
iioaght  their  heads  in  baskets  to  Jezreel.  At  the 
lame  juncture  the  relatives  of  Ahaziah,  ignorant  of 
what  had  taken  place,  were  met  by  Jehu  on  their 
way  to  visit  Jehoram,and  were  likewise  put  to  death. 
The  rest  of  the  kindred  and  male  connexions  of  Ahab 
were  hunted  out  and  slaughtered  in  like  manner; 
aild  many  of  the  nobility,  who  were  judged  to  be  at- 
tached to  his  interests,  met  with  a  similar  fate.   Thus 


and  propoied  to  aignalise  lifs  elevaHoii  W| 
by  a  great  sactilice  to  him.  He  coDvened 
his  worshippers  to  the  festival  on  a  day  aj 
under  the  peaaltjr  of  death;  and  required 
selves,  wheD  assembled,  to  make  diligent  at 
reject  from  among  tbem  all  who  might  bei 
ot  being  secretly  worshippers  of  Jehovah.  ! 
tin;  accomplished,  he  next  ordered  vestnifl 
broDght  forth  and  put  upon  the  worsbippeil 
in  order  that  they  might  be  more  readily  dii 
ed;  and  while  they  were  engaged  inoBTeringl 
offering.tbesotdiers  rushed  in  upon  tbcm  and 
all  to  the  sword.  Jehu  then  commanded  tt 
of  Baal  to  be  every  where  burnt,  and  <lemo| 
temple,  excepting  certain  portions  of  it,  wl 
converted  into  a  public  receptacle  of  filth 
was  this  vile  and  demoralizing  superstilioD) 
lime  destroyed  out  or  Israel,  just  at  tha 
when  the  followers  thereof  were  exulting  i 
that  they  were  about  to  eujoy  a  greater 
But  the  heart  of  Jehn  wag  neTi 
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idiDg  upon  the  principle  that  the  people  i 
have  some  sort  of  religion,  and  he  cared  not  what, 
H>  tliat  he  coald  prevent  them  from  looking  toward 
ferasalem  :  Jchn,  on  the  otbcr  hand,  pulled  an  idola* 
Irous  worship  down  ;  having  sufficient  discernment 
to  perceive  that  it  was  absurd  aud  injurioas  to  the 
>tate  :  bat  it  was  equally  from  a  carnal  policy  that 
he  acted;  and  Ihe  same  principle  induced  him  to 
retain  Ilie  sin  of  his  predecessor.  Ho  made  his  ac- 
coant  in  turning  reformer;  and  hoped  by  his  zeal 
against  Uaal  and  the  house  of  Ahab  to  have  his  own 
dynasty  eaiabliahed  ;  but  he  had  no  real  intention  of 
walking  with  God,  or  of  putting  away  those  abomi- 
nations which  were  likely  to  prove  politically  UHefu] 
to  himself.  It  is  however  worthy  of  remark,  that 
God,  whil.'<t  he  pnnishes  the  delinquencies  of  those 
ia  power  with  the  rod  of  jealousy,  inercifolly  rewards 
iriiBt  is  good  in  them,  and  useful  to  his  church,  not- 
Withstanding  their  motives  and  principles.  Un  ae- 
«onnt  therefore  of  the  transgressions  of  Jehu  he 
suffered  Uazad  the  king  of  Syria  to  overrun  his 
■doaiinions,  capturing  his  cities  and  Glling  his  plains 
'  'With  blood,  even  to  the  end  of  his  days ;  whilst  yet, 
BB  account  of  his  obedience  and  zeal  in  things  which 
had  been  specially  commanded  bim,  he  promised 
Ihat  bis  children  for  four  generations  should  succeed 
Um  on  the  throne. 

JEHOAHAZ.  [A.A.C.  855.]— We  know  little  of 
Jthoahaz,  the  son  and  successor  of  Jehu,  beyond  the 
'  ImdU  that  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
periisted  in  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  ;  in  consequence 
I  of  which  the  Syrians,  under  Hazael,  the  merciless 
Ud  iraplaoable  foe  of  Israel,  were  still  permitted  to 
waste  atid  destroy  the  land,  and  to  reduce  theiu  t( 
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state  of  bondage  more  grievous  than  bad  been  KtpT 
rieoced  since  the  times  of  the  Judges.  It  had  ho»- 
ever  the  efTect,  though  the  good  impression  was  leB- 
porarj',  of  inducing  them  to  return  from  their  idob 
and  cry  unto  God  for  assistaoce ;  who  camptisiian«t«d 
them,  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  and  delivered  themoal 
of  the  hand  of  the  oppressor.  The  kingdom  •«* 
neverlheleas  so  weakened  that  the  entire  niltluj 
force  now  consisted  of  oiiLy  fifty  cavalry,  ten  ebs- 
riots,  and  about  ten  thousand  infantry. 

JEHOASH.  [a.a^c.  839.]— After  a  reign  of  serea> 
teen  years,  Jehoabat!  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  tt- 
hoBsh,  or  Joash.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  this  priDM, 
that  he  appeared  to  cherish  a  Glial  reverence  ud 
aRection  for  Elisha  the  prophet;  who  was  far  id- 
vanced  in  years,  and  about  to  die,  when  Joash  owe 
to  the  crown,  The  king  went  personally  to  see  IiIid. 
and  wept  tenderly  over  him  :  nor  was  this  tribute  »( 
respect  and  kindness  to  a  prophet,  because  be  wu  * 
prophet,  without  its  rewardi  According  to  the  pK- 
diction  of  Elisha  at  this  time,  he  defeated  the  Syrian 
in  three  several  engagements,  and  recovered  outsf 
their  hands  most  of  the  cities  wrested  from  his  tn 
predecessors.  He  likewise  waged  a  successful  wu 
against  Amaziab  king  of  Judah,  the  particnlars ol 
which  will  be  noticed  in  the  following  chapter. 

The  deplorable  partof  his  history  remains  and  euj 
be  shortly  told  :  he  also  did  evil,  and  conttnaedinth« 
apostacy  of  the  kingsof  Ephraim;  and  God  at  teii|th 
chastised  him  by  the  bands  of  Syria  and  Moab  U 
the  end  of  his  reign,  a  period  of  sixteen  years  ;  »-*« 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Jeroboam. 

JEROBOAM  II.  [A.A.C  82a]— The  early  part  rf 
the  reign  of  Jeroboam  was  like  the  latter  part  of  hi) 
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father's,  distinguished  for  the  distress  and  perplexilj' 
brought  upon  the  nation.  God  still  endeavoured,  by 
cbastemng  them,  to  wean  them  I'rom  their  idolatries. 
the  incursions  of  their  enemies  became  more  fre- 
^ent  and  more  daring;  and  the  land  was  again 
luited  with  droaght,  accompanied  bj  mildew,  which 
bnugbtfamineandpcstilenOBin  their  train.  The  Lord 
Tas  likewise  pitiful  and  forbearing  toward  them: 
he  gave  them  Intervals  of  respite  ;  sometimes,  though 
delivered  to  the  sword,  he  plucked  them  as  a  brand 
data  the  burning ;  and  he  raised  up  numerous  other 
prophets  (among  the  most  distinguished  of  which 
were  Joel,  Amos  and  Hosea)  who  tesiilied  of  the 
national  sins,  and  announced  the  approaching  wrath. 
Bui  ail  proved  fruitless  :  from  those  prophets  wo 
Isarn  that  the;  still  went  after  other  gods;  whilst  op- 
fvessioD  of  the  poor,  bribery  in  the  courts  of  justice, 
■fealiog.  adulterj,  lying,  drunkenness,  murder  and 
persecution  of  the  righteous,  prevailed  to  an  awful 
extent.  In  vain  were  they  smitten;  they  received 
BO  correction  :  in  vain  did  the  Lord  vouchsafe  occa- 
I  tional  deliverances  and  mercies  ;  the;  would  not  be 
I  mott.  At  length  came  forth  an  awful  sentence  Ihroagh 
'  liio  prophet  Hosea^"  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols  : 
!    bt  him  alone."    From  this  time  they  were  abandoned 

I  of  God  to  (ill  up  the  measure  of  their  iniquity,  and 
40  fall  never  to  rise  again.  The  instances  of  divine 
Jpterfereoce  are  henceforward  only  for  the  vindica- 
Udd  of  the  divine  glory,  and  for  the  rescue  of  the 
■Mnnant  according  to  the  election  of  grace:  as  re- 
ptded  the  nation  at  large,  their  gleams  of  prosperity 
KDd  brief  intervals  of  deliverance  and  rest  were  but 
Usnares.  which  led  to  political  infatuation  and  I 
Healer  domestic  profligacy.    Sensuality  and  luxury 
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their  rich  men  passed  t 
vt  iTory,  being  satnptnousl^  dad  uid  ptr-  H 
Mm'  >"ilh  prtoioDS  ointment,  and  drinkios  wiat 
ftMi  anperh  vmscIs  to  the  soand  ofmQsic  ;  nath«liei- 
l«f  tint  airisitHliuii  wBSBt  hand.  For  a  captint;  wu 
4««liiRil  bcjtond  Damascus,  to  be  effected  al  two 
pvtMs  :  and  tbey  were  denouoced  as  anwni  the 
ItsI  that  should  be  carried  away,  trho,  when  called 
by  Ibe  pmphet  to  natioDal  humilialioo,  abaudoiied 
tbnDscltPS  so  much  the  more  to  feasting  and  cartm- 
iiiK-  tltaiah  xsii.  12,  &c.) 

ZECHAKIAH.  [A.A,c.77J.]-JeroboainII.reigll«* 
ftboMt  fnny  J  ears,  and  died,  Icav  log  his  kiasdomn 
fTMldiMrder.  An  iDteiregnum  or.regetic]'  isnp- 
(Mwd  to  have  occurred  during  an  interval  of  elena 
jrvan  tnciwards,'  at  the  end  of  which  Zeciiviab  Ul 
•iM  was  rnnUv  kinfr.  But  be  reigned  only  s 
wli«n«nr  Shalluai  conspired  agaiasl  him  aodnatuptd 
hli  throne  i  the  dynasty  of  Jehu  thus  lerminatist 
with  bla  fuurtb  desoeiidanl,  according  as  foretold. 

SHALLl'M.  [\.Jk.c.  770.]— The  fact  that  Shallra 
uUk)lH^d  thf  throne  by  treason  and  murder  prepsm 
u  to  expect  no  deviation  in  him  fi'om  the  same  eril 
paid  whlrh  the  previous  kings  of  Ephrairo  bad  par- 
lUCfl.  Kelribullon  in  kind  overtook,  biiii  within  tkc 
iltst  tuuuih  uf  his  dangerous  elevation,  one  Menahea 
H.isauinaiinK:  him,  and  reigning  in  his  stead. 

MKN'AHEM.  [a.a.c.  770.]— Menahem  proved  i 
lyrMUt ;  tho  scourge  usually  inflioted  in  the  end  upofl 
■  |>eople  indulging  in  rebellion  and  anarchy.  Ai  h» 
pauvd  from  Tiraah  to  Samaria,  he  attacked  llrt 
cities  which  had  Dot  favoured  bis  cause,  dutniyJDI 

>  RMlhaApiiudlx  taCUDlan'iFMtlH 
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and  treating  the  women  with  horrid   bar- 
barity.   He  nest  made  a  treaty  with  Pal,  the  kiDg 
of  Aasyria,  who  had  invaded  him  ;  the  basis  of  which 
was,  that  he  was  annually  to  pay  to  that  monarch 
1000  talents  of  silver;  in  return  for  which  Pul  was 
10  establish  and  protect  him  in  the  kingdom.     To 
obtain   the  money,  Meoahcni  laid   a   heavy   impoat 
■      upon  the  nobles  and  wealthy  men,  and  rigorously 
»     exacted  it.    Nothing  is  related  of  him  besides  these 
E     two  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  acts;  and  that  he  died 
without  violence  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  his  son  Pc- 
4     kabiab  reigning  in  his  stead. 

I  PEKAHIAH.  [a.A-C.  769.]-The  spirit  of  disaf- 
fection, which  had  only  been  repressed  by  the  fero- 
city of  the  father,  aided  by  his  Assyrian  ally,  burst 
forth  immediately  on  the  accession  of  the  son  ;  when 
Pekah,  the  son  of  Remnliah,  an  olSeer  of  his  army, 
Iteaded  a  conspiracy  against  him,  in  which  Fekahiah 
was  slaiu,  after  a  reign  of  two  years. 

PEKAH.  [A.A.C.  757.]— The  new  king,  besides 
continuing  the  same  idolatrons  and  superstitious 
coorse,  greatly  offended  by  his  conduct  toward  Ju- 
dah.  Moved  by  envy  and  resentment,  be  farmed  an 
nnprincipled  alliance  with  Rczin  the  king  of  Syria, 
for  the  pvrposc  of  destroying  Judab.  Whilst  the 
one  ravaged  Judea  on  the  east,  the  other  invaded 
it  on  the  west,  butchered  an  immense  number  of 
ifae  oboicest  troops  of  Judab,  and  pressed  hard  upon 
Jerusalem  to  take  it.  They  were  prevented  however 
bj  the  signal  interposition  of  God ;  upon  which 
t^ah  withdrew  to  Samaria,  taking  with  hini  200,000 
Vomcn  and  children  captives,  and  an  immense  booty, 
collected  from  the  conquered  cities.  But  though  the 
Wd  bad  given  Judab  thus  far  into  his  hand. 
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L'ount  of  Iheir  grcal  IraDSgressioD  also  at  this  li 
Bud  the  iniijuilj  of  Afaaz  tbeir  king,  he  □evetthe- 
less  sent  a  prophet  to  reprove  the  vindictiiCDCSs  of 
Ephraiiu,  and  to  uDDOiiDce  the  divine  displeasun 
redDcin);  their  brethren  to  slavery. 

The  effect  ol  this  reraonstraace  was  Tematkable, 
and  forms  iiltnost  a  solitary  inslaoce  of  good  conduct 
in  the  history  of  this  people.  The  prophet  deli>ereit 
ills  meaHagv  before  the  troops,  as  they  were  ahot 
tnicr  Samaria  with  the  captives;  npoa  which  ioiir 
of  the  princes  of  Samaria  rose  up  anj  remonsltatcd 
with  the  officers  of  the  army,  declaring  that  tbef 
should  not  bring  the  prisoners  into  the  city, 
result  was,  Ihat  the  military  liaally  left  the  captiltl 
and  the  spoil  at  the  disposal  of  the  princes  and  tbc 
assembled  mullilade  of  Samaria,  who  loot  aod 
clothed  such  as  needed  it  from  the  spoil,  anoiDlcd 
them  with  oil.  and  setting  the  fechle  upon  asses,  i 
ducted  the  whole  to  Jericho. 

Well  would  it  have  been  for  Ephraim  had  thisre- 
freshing  iucident  been  followed  by  a  more  geaen! 
repentance,  and  a  return  to  the  worship  of  Jehovifa. 
But  a  solitary  impulse  to  do  right  is  no  evidence  li 
y  more  than  in  individuals,  of  the  eiiit- 
:e  of  the  spirit  of  ri);hteousness :  and  the  nation,  in 
alt  other  respects,  continued  unaltered.  God  nu> 
llierefore  began  to  execute  his  Rnal  judgments  upon 
them.  Tiglath  Pilcser,  who  had  succeeded  to  tiw 
umpire  of  Assyria.  Invaded  the  fairest  provinecsoF 
Ephrnlm,— Uiluad,  Galilee,  and  Naphtali ;  and  hal- 
ing captured  the  cities  thereof,  be  colonized  them  wilb 
his  own  people,  and  tr-insported  the  inhabitants  inta 
Assyria.  From  this  period,  somewhere  between  Uit 
years  741  and  738  before  Christ,  iho  captitiiy  of 
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B  accompli  sbed  at  diRerent  times, 
peoty  years,  at  lengtb  fell 


Israel,  which  wa 

may  dale  ita  com 

Pekah,  having 

HOSHEA.  [A.A.C.  738.]— Another  interregmm  of 
nine  years  daralion  look  place  arter  tbe  death  of 
Pekah  ;  which  probably  was  a  period  of  anarcby  and 
ciTil  strife,  in  which  Hosbea,  who 
derer  of  the  preceding  •'ing,  was  wading  his  way  to 
the  throne.  He  attained  not  tbe  sovereignty  until 
A.&.C.  730,'  and  retained  t[  only  about  nine  years: 
being  the  nineteenth  and  lastof  the  kings  of  Ephraim. 

He  was  no  sooner  seated  in  Ilie  throne  than  he 
AandoDcd  himself  to  Ihe  profligacy  and  .lensualily 
which  now  pervaded  the  nation  ;  but  his  guilty  emi- 
nence was  neither  agreeable,  nor  of  long  duration. 
Bis  lerrilory  was  speedily  invaded  by  the  Assyrians 
tinder  Sbalmane.ier,  to  whom  Hoshea  submitted  and 
paid  tribnte  J  but  enlerinj;  afterwards  into  a  secret 
alliance  with  the  king  of  Egypt,  under  whose  power- 
ful protection  be  ooaelnded  himself  Becnre,  (thongh 
warned  by  the  prophets  to  the  contrary,)  he  disconli- 
nned  the  annual  tribnle.  Upon  this  Shalmaneser 
uinlrived  to  seize  his  person,  and  threw  bim  into 
chains.  The  Assyrians  then  again  invaded  the  land, 
and  besieged  Samaria,  which,  after  a  resolnle  defence 
of  three  years,  surrendered.  This  took  place  in  the 
ninth  year  after  Hosbea  had  ascended  the  throne ; 
1  the  last  contention  which  the  Lord  had 
*ith  Epbraim  in  their  own   land.     For  the  Assyrian, 
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a*  before,  iranspotted  (liem  from  Palestine,  and  lo- 
cated them  in  remote  places  of  bis  own  domiQioos,' 


ic  UngdoiQs  of  Ephraim  nnil  Jadah  tain) 
nmfaanded  one  with  the  otbci,  i  line' 


Acad  (.«»lWij  wm!  Eiwh  (Edma.)  Qen.  i.  10.    Nothiii. 

svTi  U  kDixrn  of  It  DDtil  tbB  y«r  before  Chrlit  1139,  th>  blgliHlililU 

1,1  wlUcli  mutlientlc  profue  talRory  carries  ui,  st  wlilcta  ikiMh 

■iHHilonebaiulnilTnnbcfDrethEtimeDfAbnihuB.  Tbree druitM 
ol  Medlu.  Anbian.  ui<l  CbaldeBn  kiagt  sncGeetlcil.  dawn  to  iui«. 

uul^liekn  to  hare  fileoded  itHtU  orer  Bubyloala  at  lliU  ^lOUd, 

throwDtSibel,  uidtliBt  itnas  tb«efore  Ideatical  witb  the  Biliflii- 
niMi  empire!!,  the  flfatinsbincp;  bm  wehttve  ugain  infslUbla lulto- 
ritf  for  abBi^ln;  lt4  foaodatioD  to  Auvr  or  ^ttAur,  tha  aecond  na  <rf 
Shemi  ^om  vbom  tho  term  JunfHtm  i»  evideDtly  derived.  ^Ow. 
I.  II.  Fulin  UiLilii.  e.)  It  wu  first  estabUsbnl  In  the  laiUinT 
marked  in  D'Aniille  as  Adlabeac,  lybigbftwKn  the  'ngtia  and  lb) 
sontlieni  eKtremity  of  tlie  Cuflan  sea.    Ninereh,  Rehoboth,  CaU 

Moiesu  ItaprEndiAl  cities.  [Gea.  i.  II.  130  It  la  pretty  teaslDl 
affteed  tbat  Che  Aneitnt  em^rc  of  AseyrEa  ended  with  the  eflfendaeBt 


icea  did  not  becDmc  the  sovereign  of  Anjilii,  and  «Rer  kit 
&  eDoslderable  period  ofanarcbTfoUnwcd  Id  Babylooia,  dmtic 
a  new  dynaaty  arose  In  Assyria,  whidi  again  became  n  par- 
Oat  at  len^  SeDDaclierib,  aboal  730  a.a.c.  (or  713,  acwiiAv 
m.)  tcconqaered  Media  and  took  BnDylon.  which  utabDO^ 
:oDd  Abayrlan  empire.    Pul,  wbo  lathe  PbuJm  of  profane Ut- 

ha  immediate  predeceaaors  of  Sennacherib.  And  Saracai.n* 
It  of  thlA  dynaaty,  whose  captain  .general.  NatMpolassar,  rfr 
Bg^Dst  ttim.  and  destroyed  Nine ceh.  in  which  Saracus  petUberi. 
crminalcd  the  second  Assyrian  empire,  about  a.a.o.  iM,  aa  m- 
loth  from  the  scriptures  anil  Herodotus.  Tile  son,  uid  tanaa- 
ueceasar  of  Kabopulaiisar  was  Nebuebadneiuir,  who  pahai  kk 
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Tbaa  terminated  the  kingdom  erected  by  ihi 
IHbes;  the  aaaals  of  nbicb  exhibit  altogetli 
striking  and  most  instructive  piolurc.  It  was  com- 
nieaced  in  a  spirit  of  jealousj,  ambition,  schism  and 
aposiac;  ;  and  though  the  rehellion  or  revolution 
which  matnrcd  it  was  in  hnman  csUmation  saccesi' 
fal,  it  was  nevertheless  offensive  to  Almighty  God, 
who,  by  bis  prophet  declares,  that  he  "gave  them  gi 
king  in  his  anger,  and  took  him  away  in  his  wrath : " 
(Hoa.  xiii-  11.)  the  success  of  the  conspiracy  being 
peimitted  of  God,  as  a  gin  and  a  trap  to  the  nation, 
by  which  tliey  were  ensnared  and  involved  in  the 
bitter  consequences  of  their  own  principles.  Doting 
the  two  and  a  half  centuries  that  the  kingdom  conti- 
nued, it  was  cursed  with  a  succession  of  profane  and 
nnpriacipled  kings  i—"  not  one  of  them  called  nuts 


?r  SjriB,  PalcsUnc,  Egypt  tmd  Ambia.   |Soe  Beroans, 

Bowbiua.) 

I  Id  Uie  uiiptuiei  Che  ChHldee-AESyritin  empirii  thus  conBtitutoc 

y        dill  ceiled  Auyrlan,  [a  Kin^  xsiil,  S9-)  Bjid  so  hIhd  In  snincof 

I        Qnfk  viltera;  (see,  Xeoophoo'E  Cj'ropsd,)  and  nitti  evident  p 


4 


I        inntlled  sa  sr^itlr  under  Cycua 
,  But  there  are  jieal  difictejancie 

.        Mian  lo  them.    Bath  Tboniu  ani 


finally  eonMnlraled  In 
o  in  regwil  10  the  chief 


ct  mat  GBlmanEier  ii  Mid  to  hBve  Incsted  the 
took  BWB7  copUTe,  in  lAlks  of  Oa  iSei^i  (9  Kioga 
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God ;  "  (Hos.  »ii.  7.)  whilst  these  princes  (hemi 
wtn  scourged  bj  conliniial  conspiracies  or  iovasioni. 
The  throne,  reared  op  in  the  first  tDStance  hy  a  spirit 
of  faction  against  the  bouse  of  David,  was  afterwardi 
repealed);  shaken  bj  factions  among  themselves. 
The  entire  reigns  of  their  kings,  dednctins  tlielw) 
periods  of  interr^Dum,  scarcely  exceed  an  a^eraft 
of  twelve  y«an  each  ;  the  reigns  of  seven  of  them  Hi 
not  amonnl  to  two  years  each  ;  and  among  the  vholc 
nineleen  princes  there  were  no  less  than  eleven  diffe^ 
CDt  dynasties ;  each  one  hnrling  down  its  predeefisoi 
b;  violence  and  bloodshed.  The  downfall  of  the  na- 
tion was  equally  remarkable.  They  have  never  since 
been  recovered  from  their  captivity,  or  nationsllj 
re-established,  (as  we  shall  presently  find  hasbeci 
the  case  with  Judah  ;)  we  are  not  informed  of  atj 
season  of  refreshmeot  or  prosperity  since  enjoyed  fci 
them;— no  prophet  has  been  raised  up  to  them;— 
nothing  has  remained  but  a  wretched  and  debasia; 
setvitode  to  those  whose  principles  and  sopcrslitioiii 
ihey  had  preferred  to  Jehovah. 

Nevertheless,  we  have  decided  reason  to  conolnde 
from  tlie  prophets,  that  Epbraim  will  at  some  fatait 
period  be  restored  to  their  own  land  and  re-onited  U 
Jndah ;  and  having  been  purged  from  their  idolatrie* 
and  sin,  will  be  blessed  with  great  religions  and  poli- 
lioal  prosperity  and  glory.  The  farther  conaideralion 
however  of  this  interesting  subject  must  for  ^ 
sent  be  deferred. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

!  KINGDOM   OF  JUDAH. 

1»EHOBOAM.  [a.a.c.  976.]- We  now  return  to  the 
period  of  the  revolt  of  Ihe  ten  tribes ;  whose  defec- 
tion, leafing  to  Rehoboam,  the  son  of  Solomon,  only 
the  trihos  of  Judab  and  Benjamin,  gave  rise  to  the 
kingdom  of  Jmi&A,  otherwise  called  the  Jews,  as  dis- 
lingoished  from  that  of  Ephraim ,-  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin becoming  so  absorbed  in  Judah,  as  to  be  no 
longer  separately  mentioned.  We  have  seen  how- 
ever that  almost  the  entire  of  the  priests  and  Levilea 
repaired  to  it ;  (so  tbat  in  reality  it  comprehended 
three  tribes;)  and  that  the  godly  and  conscientious 
from  the  remainder  of  Israel  came  over  to  Ihe  hoase 
of  David,  and  contributed  greatly  to  strengthen  and 
establish  the  throne  of  Rehoboam. 

Thongh  Jeroboam's  was  the  greater  sin,  the  eonducl 
ii{  Rehoboam,  in  provoking  the  revolt,  was  not  passed 
over  with  impunity;  and  his  reign  was  in  several 
respects  inglorioas.  Nevertheless,  the  annals  of  the 
kingdom  of  Judah  present,  on  the  whole,  a  striking 
coniraat  to  those  of  Ephraim,  in  the  eariier  period  of 


liMHH  af  6«d  «|  *•  Mkis»>tic«l  procMdingi  «( 
*e  Ma  tubes,  a^  M  irafci  more  Biuufest  Ui  f»oiii 
MSMri  Ibc  ^TMsqr  tf  Darid,  tlx:  fonner  imme- 
*Mtr  *e««»ed.  «Ml  BBder  a  9iKt««iaii  of  aDpiia. 
dpU  rafcn  hcnse  weak  bom  aaarehj  vidua,  tod 
ttm"t  tr  *e  BatMu  anNud  ;  wfa«reas,  tk  lit- 
•I,  hoar  UMKd  with  vnKroas  prioce*  of  pie^ 
■^  ■**»!.  eVJ«J  iweraaBy  «  lar^e  measim  gf 
F«^  BMaeia  f  MJeiatlegTmadtBt  and  proipeh 
tqr,  a^  «aa  gMenJ!;  tcspectnl  also  bj  iu  neigl- 
tmtn.  Omt  arcmmOmct  indrad,  which  uaiked  Ibc 
en  af  tkc  m«h,  eqaaJlj  affected  both  kingdou: 
■«.  ihal  G«d  MOW  vHhdrcv  He  naoiresUtioa  of  bit 
Syarii  btm  (he  npnae  rafer  in  Israel ;  ohicb  fift, 
•i*ai  M  Iba  waj  gf  prapieej,  ot  some  olher  tarn. 
bad  hiAaiM  beca  a  reNwkaUe  token  of  his  preaeoH 
■■aarlbaai.  'Whvlbetits«itMrawal  was  oa  accoanl 
•f  Iba  iihiia  MootdMUred;  hat  the  fact  itself  ii 
Wr  baie  ie<cn  that  Abraham,  Isaac, 
.  the  heads  of  Israel  dariof  the 
v  endowed  with  it;  afterlh 
ni  enjotcd  not  00I5  bjr  Moses,  but  b;  all 
s  wbe  fomed  the  |;reat  cogacil  of  the  m- 


Of  tbe  JMse*  il 


s  mentioned  a 


given  u 


nahace  «r  tntrj  one  whose  deeds  are  recorded,— 
jntaa,  Dobonh.  Gideon,  Jfphlbab,  Samson  lud 
SaM«el ;  a»d  inallj  to  the  three  kings,  (Saul,  Daiid 
aad  galawoaj  vbo  rated  over  the  natioii  in  its  iote- 
gtiKj  :  bat  M  sooaer  is  il  diueTered,  throngh  intes- 
liaeJMklossies  and  Urife,  than  il  is  withheld  iogene- 
ntl  Iraaa  the  piiacca,  and  confined  to  tbe  propbab, 
wb«  both  prcTioaili  and  afterwards  were  from  tine 
to  tine  niM«f  up  in  Israel.  
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Tfae  first  aat  of  Rehoboani  waa  to  increase  Ihe 
means  of  defence  id  Judah,  patticolarlj  od  the  side 
toward  Ephraim  ;  for  which  purpose  he  built  several 
new  cities.  For  three  years  he  acted  with  priidenoe 
and  diacrelion  ;  bat  do  sooner  did  ho  consider  him- 
aeif  safelj  established,  than  casting  off  the  fear  of 
God,  and  forgetting  the  principles  which  had  in- 
duced no  many  to  rally  round  his  tLiane,  he  forsook 
tke  law  of  Moses,  erected  hill  nitars  and  temples, 
planted  groves,  and  adapted  various  saperstitions  of 
Ihe  heathen.  The  impure  and  effeminate  practices 
likewise,  hy  which  the  Canaanites  had  provoked  the 
anger  of  God  in  the  first  instance,  bad  crept  into  the 
land  daring  the  long  previous  period  of  wealth  and 
luxury,  and  were  now  becoming;  crying  sins  among 
the  whole  nation. 

For  the  correi:tion  of  the  nation,  God  stirred  up 
Shishak,  Ihe  Icing  of  Egypt,  who,  invading  the  king- 
dom with  a  large  army,  captured  the  frontier  cities 
and  advanced  upon  Jerusalem.  A  prophet  was  com- 
missioned to  announce  to  Rehoboam  Ihe  cause  of 
this  visitation  :  and  grace  brought  home  the  message 
to  his  heart :  he  humbled  himself,  as  did  likewise  all 
hitnohles;  and  he  then  received  another  message  to 
aisure  him,  that  he  should  be  delivered  from  destruc- 
lign,  bat  should  nevertheless  be  despoiled.  Shishak 
therefore  was  permitted  to  capture  Jernsalem ;  but 
I  h  contented  himself  with  taking  away  the  treasures 
Of  the  temple  and  palace,  and  subjecting  the  country 
r    i»  tribute.' 

■  The  difficnltr 
•Mntioni 
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reign  by  a  determiued  warfare  against  tlie  idols  and 
other  abomiaaliona  which  had  taken  possession  of 
the  kingdom  in  Ihe  preceding  reigna;  and  even  de- 
graded the  qiieen-mollier  because  she  presumed  to 
set  np  an  image  in  a  grove.  He  was  rewarded  for 
his  zeal  with  a  period  of  profound  qaiet  for  the  space 
of  ten  years:  during  which  he  again  strengthened 
the  fortreases  of  the  kingdom,  and  increased  the 
Mmy  to  580,000  men. 

At  the  end  of  ten  years  the  peace  was  interrupted 
by  a  formidable  invasion  by  Zerah,  king  of  Ethiopia, 
apparenti}  tlie  Cusliite  Arabians,  who  overflowed  the 
laud  with  a  million  of  infantry  and  three  hundred 
thousand  chariots.  The  occasion  of  this  war  is  not 
recorded ;  hut  lis  result  is,  and  proved  most  trium' 
phant  to  Asa,  who,  committing  himself  and  people 
to  God  with  a  prayer  of  simple  confidence,  was 
favoured  with  a  complete  victory  over  his  adversary, 
the  plunder  of  all  the  cities  belonging  to  him  in 
the  neighbonrhood  of  Gerar,  and  a  vast  spoil  brought 
into  Jerusalem.' 

Encoura~cd  by  the   prophets,  Asa  next  extended 

ibe  reformation  which  he  had  effected  at  home  into 

those  cities  of  Ephraim  which  had  been  captared  by 

,  his  father ;  and  his  kingdom  was  also  at  this  time 

I   flirlher   enlarged   by  numerous  cities  in   the  neigh- 


these  eaejnEeB  were  Arabiuis  or  Abyii- 
:er  are  InicndHl,  lesgneit  with  the  Egyp- 
B  EgyptitUkd  under  ad  Ankbidn  gederal. 


4 

i 

4 


nant,  that  whosoever  shogld  in  fntaw  !■ 
God's  comtnnndineat  by  the  introduction  of  N 
atroDS  practice  should  be  put  to  deatb.  'I 
people  readily  swore  to,  giving  themselvel 
same  time  with  one  mind  to  the  I^ord,  and  \ 
rejoicing  before  him.  And  God  accepted 
^ving  them  peace  abroad  and  prosperity  at  H 

Bat  Asa  likewise  rouist  be  shewn  to 
It  pleased  God  to  permit  Baasha.  wb 
tbe  tbrone  of  Epbraliu,  to  make  war  upon  bid 
prince,  in  order  (o  prevent  bis  sabjecls  frona-i 
JerQsalem  at  all,  seized  upon  Ramah,  i 
the  passes  between  tbe  two  kingdoms,  and  I 
construct  an  extensive  range  of  forlilicatioDaif 
this  Asa  sent  a  considerable  present  to  the! 
Syria,  and  iudiiccd  him  to  break  bis  leagd 
Baasha,  nnd  to  attack  tbe  country  nearesti 
mascus;  and  uhiUt  Baasha  was  thus  divol 
a  while  from  bis  object,  and  compelled  to  in 
his  troops,  Asa  went  up  lo  Ramah  with  an  an 
sweeping  sway  tbe  works  already  cosatcOfl 
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He  therefore  sent  the  prophet  Hanani  to  rebute  him, 
and  lo  annoDiice  contiaual  warfare  to  the  end  of  his 
TeigD.  The  conduct  of  Asa  on  this  occasioD  betrays, 
how  insensibly  ptide  and  self-complacency  may  be 
luxariating  in  the  heart  even  of  good  men,  vhea  Id 
the  enjoyment  of  potrer,  and  amid  a  career  of  rcli- 
gioua  and  political  prosperity.  He  committed  the 
prophet  to  prison,  and  greatly  oppressed  others,  who 
probably  ventared  to  remonstrate  or  to  intercede. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  his  reign,  God  lirst  smote 
bim  with  a  disease  in  his  feet ;  but  in  this  instance 
likewise  he  failed;  for  it  is  related  of  him  that  he 
flODght  to  physicians  for  a  cure,  instead  of  to  God ;  an 
act  which  was  the  more  reprehensible  in  Asa,  when 
it  is  considered  that  medical  treatment  then  consisted 
chiefly  in  the  practice  of  incantations,  and  pharmacy 
in  charms.  His  singular  want  of  conddeuce  in  God 
in  the  present  instance  cost  him  his  life :  for  the  dis- 
ease was  permitted  to  continue  its  ravages,  and  he 
was  removed  by  it  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  in  the 
forty^rst  of  his  reign. 

NotwithslandJDg  these  defects  in  the  faith  and 
conduct  of  Asa,  we  have  assured  testimony  that  his 
beart  was  "  perfect  with  the  Lord  all  his  days ; " ' 
ud  he  was  undunbtedly  among  the  most  pious  of  the 
deteendants  of  David. 

JEHOSHAPHAT.— [a.  A.  c.   915.]      Happily  for 

Jndab,  Jehoshapbal,  the  son  of  Asa,  succeeded  both 

1   la  tbe  crowQ  and  the  piety  of  his  father.     Animated 

,    ky  a  landable  desire  for  Ibc   improvement  and   wcl- 

'  ^e  of  his  subjects,  he  sent  forth  priests  and  Levites 


i 

4 


d  wribjcorUi  kingdiM. 
ThB  ■«■■  pw  M  tiB  cxmUem  pnoM!  «  egm- 
^^rifas  UnMg>  Ik  fcw  of  G«d  contiaimt  tt 
fKvatf  aaHMf  !••  J»lt««tt,  and  M  far  extended  U 
ibeac^fUiwiME  >'"t<^i  Aat  Aej  dared  not  «I- 
■(■ft  m^  *img  acnitf  a  tkraae  wfaicb  ibej  m>  la 
fc***a^WMlly  Mtetfcieilw  rigfeieansiiess i  wblW 
a  TolsDtaril;  brought 


»  «r  the  ki^dma  m  pvallj  iocreued, 
i  oUJKCd  to  erect  store  etttM 
rioas  places.    The  disposaUt 
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breea  of  thecoantry  (which  however  for  the  most 
part  followed  agriculiure  in  times  of  peace)  were 
increased  to  the  large  ODmber  of  I.IGO.OOO  men,  well 
»]Dipped,  besides  those  wbich  garrisoned  the  dif- 
Ferent  fortresses ;  a  fact  which  etinces  how  greatly 
:he  popDlatioD  mast  have  increased  during  the  loni; 
nterval  of  prosperity  which  had  been  enjoyed  ;  anil 
WW  might;  God  had  now  made  Ibis  liitle  kingdotii. 
he  geographical  extent  of  which  scaraely  exceeded 
:he  oounly  of  Yorkshire.' 

But  of  Jehnabapbat  also  it  must  be  shown  that  he 
»  faUible.  Notwithstanding  the  entire  apostasy  of 
ftJiab,  who  was  now  opon  the  throne  of  Ephraim, 


t  w  iMi^  ■■  Jerasalcn  tbtW  I 
ifta^  wiwiri  bj  tbrec  povotf  I 
ka.  aad  iiwnw.  and  their  >l ' 
tetf  fa—  MdMtcd  wiih  giMt»  ] 
•r  JAvsltapbat ;  and  «tt  | 
rion  tbe  enenij 
As  aiMftan  vstrtatiy  of  lbs  D0l  J 


ii  Wbd  advanced  as  Tar  as  Ens;edi  on  tlieit  march 
ernsaleiD.  The  nation,  and  especially  the  metro- 
is,  was  filled  with  alarm.  The  kinghambled  Itini- 
',  and  immediately  appointed  a  general  fast ;  which 
I  observed  with  great  solemnity,  Jehoshaphalhim- 
'offering  public  prayer  and  intercession.  In  the 
Ist  of  it  Jehaziel,  a  Levite,  was  suddenly  filled 
h  the  Spirit,  and  declared  to  the  assembly,  that 
3  was  entreated,— that  they  need  not  fear  the 
liny,  neither  light  with  them, — and  liad  only  lo  ^o 
[b  on  the  morrow  and  witness  the  salvation  of  the 
rd.  The  effect  of  this  nnnooncemcnt  was  elec- 
lal.  The  king,  together  with  the  whole  consrega- 
n,  fell  prostrate  and  worshipped  ;  the  Levites  borsl 
th  into  a  loud  choras  of  praise ;  and  the  fast  was 
mediately  changed  into  the  joy  and  cheerfulness 
a  festival,  Early  on  the  following  morning  the 
nle  city  marched  forth,  preceded  by  a  company  of 
igers,  who  praised  the  Lord  ;  and  the  sc 
innbled  the  celebration  of  a  triumph  thnti  the  going 
th  to  meet  a  roultitudioous  enemy.  On  their  ar- 
eata certain  watch-tower  in  the  wilderness  of 
koB,  they  discovered  that  their  foes  were  all  dead 
tpsei.  For  great  jealousies  had  risen  up  among 
nn ;  and  having  planted  ambuscades  to  entrap 
i  Jews,  those  of  Ammun  and  Moab  combined 
inrprise  the  Edomites  instead,  and  actually  de- 
Vyed  thum  ;  and  next,  being  rnistruslful  of  each 
ler,  a  strife  commenced  among  themselves,  and 
end  and  foe,  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
ire  indiscriminately  massacred.  With  the  excep- 
D  perhaps  of  a  few  fogitives,  the  muss  of  this  im- 
iDse  multitude  now  lay  prostrate  before  Judab, 
la  were  occupied  three  days  in  carrying  off  the 


1 
I 


■  ftacA  4bj  Ac  kiag  appointed  I 

~  r  itoelf  where  the  eimi 
ff««.«ftMft  plaee  «u  thence  ealled  &r- 
■Mpi:  Mfln  «Uefc  Utej  nMomed  to  Jetd- 
*^  *VMB  tciaiced  wilh  thu^nn; 
kMNoTAcLMd. 

M  law  tMitfciei.  tbai  Ue  rciMke  vkkk 
« iwtHiJ  Cm- lui  aUiance  with  Aliab,ud 
■■  fron  ifae  puDUbneU 
,  wonld  have  eSwtl- 
[  into  ibe  tike  ear 
■■  arguinents  for  ntt 
■  hAaMal  those  «ha  claim  U  k 


■i»W|ai^M<4*MatMM:  wad  tb«  very  Dextjw 
Mi^rfMi  «<■■■«  the  kiMg  of  Jadab  enlerin;  iM 
•  *h«i^  kMQ- araA  Ahnah.  the  SOP  of  Ahali  I  itt 
«liHt«<'«litk  «w  U  bwM  and  nan  ships  tosete, 
■■4  to  *mt  fcilawa  thoB  the  pFi>6ts  of  tbe«* 
■MttttMKVMSMC.  Be  ai^  perhaps  have  )dp- 
piH4  AX  **■■(<*  <*f  <^*''' <*■  ilic  former  occatiN. 
■^ aaii* mmA  •■  acMMBl  ttf  the  apostasy  of  Imd 
^HM^I*«I  fthwh  pvrsooall;;  and  that  the  bO 
«tf  MMdH^M  Ad  mm.  thcnfere  rsteod  itaelf  to  Hn 
3^i  ji  B  a«  kMl  mfcao,  that  his  miod  was  not  H^ 
^HaM^caAl^MMedlapefedre  tbe  mischievoium 
^■9  •£  Ut  VaBcy  ta  a  rdixiou  point  of  view,  ud 
B  the  pretext  bj  which  it  miih 
It  altimatelf  leitd  to  relax  tb 
s  among  his  own  snbjMHi 
t  la  the  teal  weifaie  of  Ikt 
0«4to«cttc  prated  faithfal  to  correct  liiii: 
t  had  no  sooner  sailed  fna 
it  ms  visited  bf  a  itorm,  and  cot*' 
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llmMy  wrecked.  Ahaziah  upon  this  proposed  ano- 
(Mr  treaty  to  Jeboshaphat ;  but  the  latter  having  at 
|fai%th  been  taught  obedience,  explicitly  and  firmly 
iMioed  it. 

i^iilchoshaphat  lived  seven  years  after  he  had  broken 
iff  his  intercourse  with  the  house  of  Ephraim,  during 

whole  of  which  he  continued  to  walk  with  God, 

the  nation  to  enjoy  prosperity  and  peace.    On 
||to decease  he  was  buried  with  great  pomp  in  the 

ilehre  of  David ;  his  son  Jehoram,  who  for  two 
previous  had  been  associated  with  him  in  the 
reroment,  becoming  sole  monarch.  (2  Kings  viii.  16.) 
^IttfEHORAM.  [A.A.C.  891.]— Up  to  this  period  the 
lllBgdom  of  Judah  had  continued  faithful  in  the 
Wfainf  and  had  enjoyed  a  long  season  of  glory  and 
|MO0perity ;  but  from  the  death  of  Jeboshaphat  may 
P#.^ated  its  decline.  The  two  princes  who  now  oc- 
jjhpied  the  respective  thrones  of  Ephraim  and  Judah 
not  only  alike  in  name,  but  also  in  character ; 

having  had  the  example  of  his  father  to  en- 
;e  him  in  unholy  political  alliances,  the  king  of 
§mdah  went  further,  and  being  destitute  of  piety, 

ried  the  sister  of  Jehoram  of  Ephraim,  who 
the  daughter  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  and  nur- 
tttied  in  all  the  idolatries  and  superstitions  of  her 
jparentfi. 

i'.  Jehoram,  immediately  after  having  formed  this 
Uonection,  began  to  erect  altars  to  the  heathen 
4tiiie» ;  but,  though  many  followed  his  example,  the 
more  respectable  portion  of  the  nation  disapproved 
Mb  proceedings.  Aware  of  this  circumstance,  and 
toeOTning  thereby  jealous  of  the  greater  popularity 
of  bis  brethren,  the  other  sons  of  Jeboshaphat,  he 
slew  them,  and  many  likewise  of  the  more  virtuous 


WW  waiKing  cDDirary,  nrsi  me  fiaomiM 
been  tributary,  revolted,  and  came  agaiH 
wiib  a  numerous  army ;  and  thougb  Goq 
him  out  of  their  hands,  yet  did  he  not  pej 
reduce  them  again  to  subjecliou.  NexM 
volted ;  after  which  the  Philislioea  unittj 
federacy  with  the  Arabian  tribes  adjoioiog^ 
ing  the  laud,  captured  Jerusalem,  and  can 
treasure,  wives,  and  all  the  sons  of  JeboiW 
JDg  Jebo-Abaz,  or  Ahaz-iab,  the  youagera 

To  complete  bis  uisfortuncs,  the  Lord  ■ 
ram  with  a  maligDant  disease  io  his  boweq 
that  they  fdl  out,  and  he  died  in  great  ai 
so  despised  was  he  by  the  nation,  that  || 
him  not  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  illustri^ 
who  had  preceded  liim.  ^ 

AHAZIAH.  [a.a.c.  884.]— The  youthfl 
succeeded  Jehoram.  His  mother  was  Atlj 
other  of  the  family  of  Ahab,  under  whoii 
and  that  of  Jezebel,  her  sister-in-law.  h«  j 
bis  miuority.     He,  as  has  been  related,  wM 
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she  formed  the  design  of  mardcring  all  Ihe  branches 
of  the  royal  family  that  might  have  any  pretension  to 
the  tfarone,  and  of  seizing  the  reins  of  government. 
Id  this  she  sucoeeded,  with  the  exception  of  Joash, 
an  infant  child  of  her  own  son  Ahaziah,  who  was 
concealed  by  Tiis  aonl,  a  woman  of  better  spirit,  Ihe 
wife  of  Jebolada  Ihe  high  priest, 

Alhaliah,  on  becomiog  queen,  set  herself  zealously 
to  establish  the  worship  of  Baal  Id  her  dominions. 
She  closed  the  temple  of  Jehovah,  having  previously 
itrjpped  it  of  lis  splendid  ornaments  and  utensils  and 
bestowed  them  upon  Baal ;  after  which  for  six  years 
she  gave  fall  rein  tohor  llcenliooaness  and  idolatries. 
In  the  seventh  year,  however,  Jeboiada,  having  con- 
certed measures  with  certain  chief  men  and  officers 
,    for  placing  upon  the  throne  the  child  JoDsh,  who  was 
I    Hcreted  in  a  chamber  of  the  deserted  temple,  sum- 
MiDed  his  friends  upon  an  appointed  day  to  the  tom- 
Me.  as  if  for  sacrifice,  and  bringing  forth  to  them  the 
^  fOODg  prince,  he  anointed  and  crowned  him  king. 
^   On  hearing  the  acclamations  the  queen  hastened  to 
■he   temple;  but  at  the  command   of  Jehoiada  was 
I  dragged  the  ace  and  slain  beyond  its  precincts. 
JOASH.    [a-a.c,  877.]— Though  Joasli  was  now 
On  the  throne,  the  kingdom  was  in  reality  governed 
hj  the  counsel  of  Jehoiada  and  bis  wife  ;  whose  bene- 
ficiaJ  influence  Indeed  did  not  cease,  even  after  the 
■^ing  bad  arrived  at  fnll   age.     The  Hrst  step  taken 
'  '%BS  to  re-open  the  temple ;   the  next  to  bring  the 
^hole  nation  into  solemn  covenant  to  worship  only 
Jehovah :  after  which  the  people  went  forth  and  slew 
Ibe  bigh  priest  of  Baal,  demolished  his  temple,  and 
troke  down  the  altars  and  images  in  all  directions. 
The  country  then  enjoyed  peaoe  for  upwards  of 
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5  prepared  to  make  war  upon  the  Edomitea;  for 
which  purpose  be  hired  a  hundred  thousand  Israel- 
ites. God  waa  agaio  displeased  at  this  alliaoce,  and 
at  the  couDteDance  thus  given  lo  Epbraim,  and  bji  a 
prophet  warned  Amaziah  that  he  shonld  fail  in  his  ex- 
pedition, if  he  persisted  in  this  intermixture ;  but  pro- 
iniain);him  victor;  if  he  dismissed  Ibeni.  To  the  credit 
of  Amaziah  he  obeyed,  both  disbanding  the  men  of 
Ephraiin  and  paying  them  the  hundred  talenU  for 
which  he  had  hired  them;  and  he  was  accordingly 
favoured   with   complete   success   against  the   £do- 

We  have  had  so  many  proofs,  in  the  course  of  this 
history,  of  the  deplorable  inconsistency  of  the  human 
heart,  that  we  ought  not  lo  be  surprised  at  any  fur- 
ther display  of  it:  yet  is  the  conduct  of  Amaziah 
,  tRer  this  victory  amazing.  Though  he  had  found 
I  bj  experience,  that  the  gods  of  Edom  were  unable  to 
|.  defend  those  who  put  their  trust  in  them,  yet  did  he 
«.  rnolve  to  make  them  his  trust,  and  immediately  in- 
.,  Induced  them  into  Judah  and  bowed  down  to  them. 
Bat  the  scourge  as  immediately  followed.  The 
,  iroops  of  Ephraim,  which  had  recently  been  dis- 
I  4is$ed,  had  imprudently  been  left  to  find  their  own 
'  Way  borne  ;  and  this  in  a  slate  of  exasperation,  in  con- 
'Cqaence  of  the  reproach  cast  upon  them,  li  od  now 
l«t  them  loose  upon  Judah  ;  and  whilst  the  king  was 
Slorying  in  the  territory  wrested  from  Edom,  these 
^ere,  npon  the  opposite  side  of  his  dominions,  com- 
mitting great  ravages,  attacking  the  cities,  slaugh- 
l«riRg  the  inhabitants,  and  carrying  off  their  treasure, 
tjpon  the  intelligence  of  these  things  Amaziah,  in  a 
Kane  of  hangbty  defiance,  prompted  by  his  recent 
n  against  Edom,  challenged  Joash,  the  king  of 
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tioae  cities,  and  became  so  respected  abrgad,  that 
Ibe  Syrians  on  the  one  side,  and  tbe  Egypliaas  on 
the  other,  coarted  his  rriendship  and  sent  him  gifts. 

BaTiog:  provided  for  the  securil;  of  his  dominions, 
so  far  as  military  arrangements  were  concerned,  he 
next  tarncd  his  attention  to  Hgriculture.  He  raised 
larg'e  flocks  and  herds;  for  the  proleclion  of  which  he 
bnitt  folds  fortiOed  with  towers,  and  dag  wells  ia 
various  places.  He  liliBwisc  planted  DUiuerous  vine- 
jftrds,  and  promoted  other  branches  of  husbandry. 

Bnt  the  long  season  of  prosperity  was  accompanied 
by  its  nsnal  attendants.  From  the  prophets  Joel, 
Isaiab  and  Micah,  who  flourished  during  this  reign, 
we  learn,  that  the  more  extended  cultivation  of  the 
grape  was  followed  by  a  wider  prevalence  and  in- 
crease of  drunkenness ;  insomuch  that  they  sold  even 
tbeir  children  for  wine.  The  women  became  exces- 
sively addicted  to  fantastic  apparel ;  and  wanloDnesa 
followed  in  the  train  of  frivolity.  The  rich  men  were 
wnbitioQS  of  possessing  large  territories  ;  adding  field 
Id  field,  without  any  bounds  to  their  covetousness ; 
ind  this  to  the  utter  contempt  of  the  rights  of  those 
•hose  lands  uu);ht  to  have  been  restored  to  them. 
Frauds  and  deceitful  weights  and  balances  were 
naounon  among  the  merchants  and  traders  ;  and  un- 
righteousness and  oppression  perverted  the  fountains 
•f  jnstice.  This  led  to  the  undermining  of  the  true 
•eligioD,  and  the  land  was  again  Ullud  with  idols. 

Fearful  denuDciations  against  their  folds,  their 
ViaeyBrds,  and  their  towers  were  heard,  like  Ibe 
aoaad  of  thunder  rumbling  in  the  distance  ;  but  the 
present  sunshine  appeared  to  mock  the  gloomy  fore- 
bodings nf  the  prophets;  and  though  the  nation  was 
warned  by  a  serious  earthquake,  (Amos  i.  1.  Zech. 
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xi«-  i.)  and  called  to  hatniliatian  and  f 
•nek  procpeding  is  leoorded.  Tbere  were  indeed 
svme  who  sighed  on  account  of  tlie  abomin: 
which  pretailed  ;  and  great  lights  were  raised  up  (or 
the  comfort  of  these,  in  the  prophets  alreadjaamed, 
and  espceiall;  hj  means  of  Zechariah,  a  prietl,  to 
whom  God  ^te  gieitt  goderstandiog  by  \ 
whilst  the  Lord  h;  their  means  was  calling  odI  111 
remnant,  the  mass  of  the  nation  waa  daily  mare  and 
more  proTOkiDg  his  wrath,  and  lapsing  into  idolalij' 

In  the  meanwhile  the  king  himself  hecame  greail]' 
intoxicated  by  prosperity,  and  forgetting  npon  w 
he  was  dependant,  be  determined  in  the  arroganceof 
his  heart  to  ioTade  the  Eanctaary,  and  to  anite  in 
himself  the  function  of  priest  as  well  as  king.  Pn- 
ceeding  on  a  day  appointed  to  the  temple  with  > 
censer,  he  was  met  bj  Azariah  the  chief  priest.) 
man  of  virtnoaa  and  intrepid  spirit,  who  admonished 
him  of  his  sin,  and  aalhoritatjvely  forbade 
trance.  Enraged  at  this  resistance  the  king  nuked 
past  Acariah  and  his  companions,  and  penetrated  I" 
the  altar  of  incense ;  when  Ihe  Lord  struck  liim  with 
leprosy,  wlijcb  immediately  began  to  appear  ii 
forehead,  and  he  hastened  in  confusion  to  retan; 
being  at  the  same  time  harried,  or  literally  tomed 
out,  of  the  sanctuary  by  the  priests, 

Uzziah  continued  a  leper  through  the  remaioder 
of  his  days;  and  thus  be,  who  bad  aspired  to  enter 
the  forbidden  recesses  of  Ihe  temple,  was  debarred 
by  the  law  from  access  even  to  its  courts.  The  same 
disease  rendered  him  incapable  of  engaging  pnblidj 
in  any  political  functions^  so  that  he  withdrew  froD 
bis  palace  to  a  more  private  residence,  and  appmntcd 
bis  son  Jotham  regent. 
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JOTHAM.  [A.A.C.  756.]— God's  people  were 
UeMcd  with  another  righteous  prince  in  Jotham. 
He  waged  a  SQCcessfol  war  against  the  Syrians  of 
Ammon ;  besides  which  nothing  worthy  of  notice  is 
related  of  him ;  except  that  he  '*  became  mighty  be- 
eause  he  prepared  his  ways  before  the  Lord  his  God : " 
%  brief  bat  glorious  and  comprehensive  record. 

AHAZ.  [A.A.C  741.] — After  a  creditable  reign  of 
sixteen  years  over  a  declining  empire,  Jotham  died, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Ahaz,  who  proved  a 
lamentable  contrast  to  his  father.  He  immediately 
•el  op  the  princes  of  Ephraim  as  his  model,  intro- 
doced  Baal,  sacrificed  in  high  places,  erected  images, 
offered  several  of  his  children  to  Moloch,  and  aban- 
doned himself  to  every  form  of  idolatry. 

The  punishment  of  Ahaz  for  these  offences  was 
strikingly  retributive.  God  raised  up  against  him 
the  Syrians  of  Damascus,  under  Rezin  their  king ; 
and  Ephraim,  whose  gods  Ahaz  was  endeavouring  to 
propitiate,  instead  of  siding  with  him,  formed  an 
ailiance  with  his  adversary.  This  confederacy  proved 
Tory  disastrous  to  Judah :  on  the  one  side  the  Syrians 
made  great  havoc,  and  carried  off  a  multitude  of 
captives  to  Damascus ;  whilst,  on  the  other,  the  king 
of  Ephraim  slew  120,000  Jews,  and  carried  away 
200,000  women  and  children,  together  with  an  im- 
mense booty,  to  Samaria.  The  circumstance  of  these 
captives  being  afterwards  restored  has  been  related 
in  the  previous  chapter. 

The  combined  armies  next  laid  siege  to  Jerusalem, 
and  the  dynasty  of  David  seemed  about  to  fall : 
for  the  avowed  object  of  these  two  kings  was  to 
dethrone  Ahaz,  and  set  up  another  in  his  place.  At 
this  juncture  the  prophet  Isaiah  was  sent  to  Ahaz, 


were  confederate  agdiusi  niDi.  to  &ssun 
bis  court,  the  propbet  predicted  thiogH 
hand,  as  a  token  ;  but  the  king  nas  oaam 
anbelief,  to  derive  any  confidence  froni  tM 
and  the  dangers  being'  now  increased  H 
from  the  Edomites  and  Philistines,  vho  ll 
cities,  he  nnticipatcd  ilie  prophecy  by  •■ 
dangerous  allinnce  of  TiglatL-PileBer  d 
Pilneser)  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  intred 
tervention,  The  Assyrian  did  indeed  I 
mascus  and  slay  Rezio  the  king  of  Syn 
afterwards  enptared  Samaria ;  but  he  ■ 
Itessed  Ahaz  by  the  presents  and  subsidtM 
exacted  ;  he  restored  to  him  none  of  the  1^ 
he  regained  from  the  enemy;  and  by  ^ 
himself  iu  Samaria,  he  proved  a  mor^ 
neighbour  than  the  kings  of  Ephraim.  I 
Ahaz  was  not  improved  by  niisforlunl 
rendered  sensible  indeed  thai  the  gods  ^ 
had  done  him  no  good  ;  but  lie  nevcrtbcli| 
Id  try  what  the   gods  of  Syria  could  etf 
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midtt  of  bis  career :  and  the  nation  was  so  far  ■■ 
sible  of  his  gailt,  that  tliou^h  they  i ate rred  him 
spectrally,  as  liecnme   bis  station,  tbej  would  not 
deposit  bis  remains  in  the  rojal  sepulchres.* 

HEZEKIAH.  [aa.c.  726.]-God  again  evinced 
great  mercy  toward  Judab.  Tbe  aon  wbo  succeeded 
Ahaz  in  the  throne  was  Hezekiab,  one  of  the  little 
remnant  of  believers  who  still  remained  in  Zioa. 
His  Erst  measure  was  to  re-open  tbe  temple,  with 
solemn  trespass  and  thank  oflerings  to  Jehovah ; 
having  accomplished  which  he  next  determined,  at 
tbe  proper  season,  to  observe  the  passover,  which 
had  long  since  fallen  into  neglect.  Proclamation 
was  made,  not  only  in  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  bnt 
Ihronghoot  Isiaet,  inviting  the  people  to  assemble 
at  Jerusalem  for  the  purpose;  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  Hesekiah,  though  he  claimed  no  poli- 
UcaJ  jurisdiction  in  Ephraim,  was  nevertheless  de- 
lirons  to  see  all  tbe  tribes  united  In  the  worship  of 
God,  and  to  be  one  in  ecclesiaslical  matters.  The 
Jting's  proclamation  howeser  met  with  a  very  dif- 
ferent reception  in  the  two  countries :  in  Judah  the 
people  unaiiimously  complied;  bnt  in  Ephraim  the 
messengers  were  generally  treated  with  mockery  and 
contempt ;  though  there  was  nevertheless  an  election 
among  them,  wbo  humbled  themselves  before  God, 
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endured  Ibe  reproach  of  pietj,  and  came  Up  to  Jtft 
salem;  most  of  wbom  afierwartla  permaneDiiy  & 
tied  themselies  ia  Judea,  The  people  assemble 
at  this  passover  were  so  ediRcd  I>y  the  Bolemniliei 
thereof,  that  they  held  a  meelJDg  and  deiermineil  In 
remain  another  week,  and  observe  it  in  like  manner; 
daring  which  tbe.v  were  liberally  Toasted  ai  the  cut 
of  the  king  and  Ihe  chief  princes.  Whilst  tbnicos- 
gregaled  together  they  rose  ap  also,  filled  wiih  ttuS 
of  God,  and  destroyed  all  the  strange  attars  ia  Jeru- 
salem ;  and  on  their  return  homo  they  in  like  msDBer 
demolished  the  attars  and  images  in  all  places  tbrougk 
which  they  passed  or  to  which  they  came,  t 
cepting  several  of  the  cities  of  Ephraim.  Hezekitl 
himself  heartily  laboured  to  abolish  every  vestige  ol 
idolatry  and  superstition.  He  cut  down  the  grant 
and  removed  the  hi^h  places,  the  practice  of  barainf 
'hich  had  been  connived  at,  evenbytlie 
besl  kings,  ever  since  the  time  of  David.  He  likf 
destroyed  the  brazen  serpent  which  had  b«a 
preserved  from  the  time  of  Moses,  because  the  tenn 
of  the  people  for  it  as  a  relic  had  grown  int 
superstition,  so  that  the;  burned  incense  to  it.  H 
nextregnlated  theservice  of  the  temple  ;  provided  fo 
the  religions  instruction  of  the  people,  and  for  the 
sustenance  of  the  priests  and  Levitcs  ;  Ihe  liAct 
being  brought  in  from  all  quarters  with  so  much 
readiness,  that  there  was  a  large  surplus,  for  which  il 
was  necessary  to  boild  magazines.  Consider 
self  strong  enough,  he  next  shook  off  the  yoke 
of  the  king  of  Assyria,  with  which  his  father  b(d 
entrammelled  himself;  and  recovered  a 
tory  taken  by  the  Philistines,  after  haTin;  gAiBcd 
several  important  advantages  over  them 


^ ! 
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^^;  In  the  Tourteenth  year  of  his  rei^n,  the  Asaj^riaas, 
whose  king  was  now  Sennacherib,'  invaded  him  with 
a  large  army,  inteDding  to  take  permanent  possession 
ofjudea.  Hczekiah  was  not  inactive:  he  mnde  the 
ueedral  military  preparations,  and  succeeded  in  in- 
spiring bis  troops  with  threat  conlidence,  by  remind- 
ing them  that  God  was  on  their  side.  But,  strange 
to  Telate,  the  heart  of  Hezekiah  himself  was  the  first 
to  faint;  ibr  when  be  found  that  Sennacherib  was 
taking  his  fortified  cities,  one  after  the  other,  be  sent 
I  an  embassy  to  him  to  Lachish,  which  city  be  was 
'         thea  investing,  offering  to  submit  to  any  tribute,  pro- 

*  Vided  be  would  evacuate  the  Jewish  territory.     Sea- 

•  nacherih  imposed  on  him  a  fine  of  300  talents  of 
*=  titter,  and  30  of  gold  ;  which  so  exhausted  Ibc  trea- 
^~      inrj  of  Hezekiah,  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  oxpe- 

^  dient  of  stripping  the  doors  and  pillars  of  the  temple 
•f  the  gold  with  whicb  he  bad  previously  overlaid 
Hem.  Neither  did  be  obtain  the  object  be  desired  ; 
J  ,  Wihe  Assyrian,  like  his  predecessor,  Tiglalh  Pile- 
,,  Mr,  took  the  money,  bul  pressed  the  siege  of  Lacliish 
jj  __  *ilh  greater  vigour,  and  sent  forward  an  army,  under 
I  his  general  Tartan  and  others,  to  summon  Jerusalem 
^  ^Qsutrender.  These  arrogantly  set  forth  to  the  peo- 
p  .1  I^le  on  the  walls  the  soucesse.i  of  their  master  against 
^  ^ther  kingdoms,  and  Ihe  consequent  folly  of  Judah 
^  tn  KStsling,  undcrthe  n'ltion  tbat  Jehovah  could  effect 
^  ^hat  Ihe  gods  of  those  nations  could  not.  But  Hezo- 
j      Itiab,  having  referred  their  hlasphemiea  to  Isaiah,  be- 
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seecIiiDg  bim  to  ca.ll  apon  the  Lord, 
as«arauce  that  his  enemjr  should  returo  inglori 
aad  fall  hy  the  sword  in  bis  own  land.  Which  spHd- 
ily  cane  to  pass;  for  Sennachenb,  hearios  Ibai 
Tirhakah,  the  kin^  or  Esjpt,  was  advanciii|;igaiiUt 
bim,  sent  an  enibass;  to  Hezekiah  with  a  letter,  in 
which  he  nrged  him  still  more  vehementi;  tosut- 
rcnder  ;  but  the  same  night  God  sent  forth  i  ^ 
strojiug  angel,  who  stnole  185,000  of  the  Assyriam' 
Sennacherib  now  lied  back  in  dismay  to  Nineveh, 
where  be  was  assassinated  by  two  of  his  sons,  ia  lU 
temple  of  the  idol  in  whom  be  had  gloried. 

This  striking  interpoaiiion  of  Jehovah,  whilst  it 
delivered  the  Jews  from  further  apprebensioD  fna 
the  Assyrians,  impressed  the  surrounding  nation 
with  so  full  acoiificiioo  that  God  was  on  their  side. 
that  during  the  remainder  of  the  life  of  He«ekitk 
they  sent  him  gifts,  and  courted  his  friendship; '; 
which  means,  and  the  commerce  it  procure 
bis  treasnry  was  abundantly  reptenished. 

Soon  after  this,  Hesekiah  fell  sick,  and  bettRyiii{ 
great  anxiety  concerning  his  reeovery,  God  pronJw' 
hjiu  through  the  prophet  Isaiah  an  extension  of  fiT- 
iccn  years  to  the  terui  of  his  life ;  giving  to  him  tUl 
previous  sign, — that  the  shadow  of  a  snn-dial  e 
by  Abaz  should  go  back  ten  degrees.  The  miratle 
carac  to  pass,  and  the  king  was  restored  to  beallt: 
but  the  prolnugation  of  his  days  did  not  add  loU> 
glory.  The  fame  of  the  roiTaclc  having  reached  iht 
Chaldeans,  who  were  much  addicted  to  astrolajT- 
the  king  of  Babylon  sent  an  embassy  to  Hesekitb, 


theielbre  mut  be  ftli' 


w 
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i  two-fold  purpose  of  congratulating  him  on 
bis  recover;,  and  of  inquiring  into  this  aslronomi- 
cal  phenomeaon.  Flattered  by  the  gifts  and  coar- 
lesies  of  so  great  a  prince,  Hezekiah  was  lifted  up 
with  pride,  and  oaten tatioti  sly  displayed  to  the  am- 
bassadors all  the  treasures  and  stares  Ihroughoul  his 
dominions.  Gad  sent  to  reprove  him,  and  to  admo- 
nish him  that  the  cupidity  of  the  king  of  Babylon 
woald  be  excited  by  the  report  of  his  deputies ;  and 
that  the  days  were  at  hand  when  alt  that  was  in  his 
it  excepting  his  children,  should  be  carried 
tbyloo.  The  king  and  all  Jerusalem  with  him 
I  themselves  before  God  on  this  report;  and 
;u{H>n  assured  that  the  calamity  should  not 
Na  Hezekiah's  days.  He  conacquenlly  died  in 
idst  of  great  peace  and  prosperity,  after  a  reign 
It  years;  the  nation  bearing  testimony  to 
ttimation  in   which  Le  was  held,  by  unusual 

WANASSEH.  [A.A.C.  697.]— Nothing  tends  more 
b  Tender  manifest  the  superficial  character  of  much 
Higion  which  is  professed,  when  godliness  is 
ntronised  from  the  throne,  than  a  withdrawing  of 
|v6t influence,  and  the  auhstitulion  of  an  evil  ruler  in 

■  place.   Thus  was  Judah  again  sifted  and  proved  on 
A^iJeath  of  Hezekiah.    His  sod  Manassch,  a  youth 

■  only  twelve  years  of  age,  succeeded  him,  and  im- 
Miately  plunged  headlong  into  idolatry.     He  re- 

Mltthehigh  places,  reared  up  afresh  the  altars  of 
I,  olTered  his  sons  to  Malouh,  and  intrudnced 
■aps  and  heathen  altars  into  the  courts  and  sanc- 
^tr;  of  the  temple  itself.  The  virtue  and  piety  at 
'*  priesthood,  which  in  the  reign  of  Uzziah  could 
^Itt  a  lesser  sacrilege  in  a  belter  king,  was  now 


ceding;  reign,  b;  Isaiah  and  olbers,  ia 
account :  viz.  tliat  tliej  were  diunLen, 
ful,  covetous  and  ignorant ; — "  domb  do] 
called,)  loving  to  slumber,  greed;, 
enough,  watchmen   that  were  blind,  ■) 
could  not  understand."  (laa.  Ix.  10,  k4 

MaDHSseh  did  not  stop  at  idolatry  ai 
lie  became  oppressive  and  tyrannical, 
satem  was  lilled  with  the  blood  of  til 
arbitrarily  put  to  deatb.  Tbe  righta 
warned  the  nation,  and  reminded  thea 
already  come  upon  Epbraim,  now 
the  stupor  and  infatualioo  uf  sin 
seized  upon  them,  and  the  prophets  i 
and  persecuted.'  God  tlierefore  ngi| 
tbem  that  rod,  which  be  had  forelold  ba 
Hezekiah's  time.  Tbe  king  of  Bab] 
Judea,  and  hating  vanquished  and  cd 
a.sseh,  put  bim  in  fetters  and  carried  hia 

Agidioo  ia  a  aofaool  in  yhiofa  maaj 
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feaiteoee  :  and  God  waa  entreated,  and  gave  him 
favur  JD  the  eyes  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  who  re- 
stored him  to  his  kingdom.  He  now  did  all  he  coald 
to  repair  his  former  errors.  He  restored  the  worship 
of  Jehovah,  and  removed  all  the  abominaliona  of 
idolatry  which  he  h<id  previously  introduced;  with 
tbe  exception  of  the  high  places,  and  atthese  he  only 
permitted  sacrifices  to  the  true  God. 

It  is  not  recorded  at  what  period  Manaaseh  re- 
iBiiied  from  Babylon:  probably  it  was  about  the 
e  of  his  reign  ;  Id  whicii  case  he  was  devoted 
|v  interests  of  true  religion  for  a  period  of  froDi 
^-five  to  thirty  years,  and  completed  a  reign  of 
re  years  in  all, — the  longest  which  was  granted 
§  of  the  kings,  whether  of  Judah  or  Ephraim. 

[A.A.C.  642.]— Though  Anion,  the  son  and 
Mor  of  Manasaeh,  was  not  born  until  after  his 
;   repentance   and   return   from   captivity,   he 
■evertheleas  imitated  the  earlier  portion  of  his  reign, 
1  led  the  nation  into  idolatry.    Bat  a 
eedy  end  was  put  to  his  career,  by  a  treaaonable 
vinspiracy  among  his  own  servants,  who  deprived 
'  n  of  life  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign. 
|,40SIAH.    [A.A.C.  640J— The  people  avenged  the 
1  that  cat  oH'  Amon,  by  potting  all  who  were 
to  death;  after  which  they  set  up 
Bn  Josiab,  a  child  only  eight  years  of  age.     I; 
s  richly  endued  of  God  with  divine  grai 
)n  as  he  had  reached  his  twentieth  year,  he 
issail  and  to  suppress  the  abuses  which  he 
Pliitherto  tolerated.     The  altars  of  Baal 
!e  broken  down,  and  the  images  of  every  dcscrip- 
i  pounded  to  dust  and  strewed  upon  thi 
,  Pi^e&  of  those  who  had  been  their  worshippi 


I 
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siriiiog  leuon  to  their  desceadants  or  the  impv 
of  the  gods  in  which  tbeir  fathers  had  trasted. 

in  the  next  jear  Josiah  was  grestl;  slreDglkeotd 
and  CQcautaged  by  the  raising  op  of  Jeremiiti,  iTlef- 
warda  of  great  emioence  as  a  aervaot  of  God.  Bat 
the  most  reDoarkable  circamstauce,  id  the  refonu- 
tion  which  the  king  waj  now  carryiag  on,  oraumd 
in  the  eighleeatfa  year  of  his  reign, 
diseoverj  of  the  original  book  or  roll  of  the  Li"i 
which  had  now  been  lost  for  maaj  generationi,  but 
wliicb  was  found  thrown  aside  as  laioberoi 
in  one  of  the  chambers  of  Ibe  temple.  The  king  nil 
hearing  the  contents  of  it  was  deeply  aSecIed  St  Ite 
^Tcat  jndpnenis  which  the  nation  was  provokiogli! 
a  departure  from  it;  and  though  immediatetj  U- 
suTCd  by  a  diTJne  message,  that  he  himself  should  be 
exempted  from  those  jadgmenls,  yet  with  thespitil 
of  a  true  patriot,  he  immedialely  set  aboat  toavtlt 
if  possible,  ihe  anger  of  God  from  his  erring  peopk> 
He  convened  a  general  assembly  of  the  iohabiianUof 
Jerusalem  of  every  rank,  together  with  the  eldai*f 
all  Ibe  cities  and  villages  throngbont  his  domioioM; 
and  having  caused  the  book  of  the  Law  to  be  readH 
their  hearing,  be  first  made  a  covenant  with  W 
himself,  to  walk  according  to  w 
Ibrrein,  and  then  caused  all  that  were  present  todi 
the  like. 

He  now  prosecaled  the  reformation  with  increaied 
vigour.  He  punished  and  degraded  those  prieaUi 
whom  he  discovered  still  adhering  in  secret  to  ik 
abuininalions  of  idolatry;  he  put  to  death  or  haniabcd 
wiaards  and  those  possessed  with  familiar  spiritJ; 
liP  broke  down  the  high  places,  removed  the  grovBi 
Jciiied  Topliet,  in  \tae  laWe-j  ot  Wvaaoia,  V^-awtii 
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«8S  cttstomarr  to  olTer  children  to  Moloch.)  and  took 
away  the  sculptured  horses  that  had  been  dedicated 
to  the  suD,  Pursuing  bis  coarse  at  this  time  into 
those  cities  of  Judah  which  had  formerly  belonged 
to  Epbfaim,  and  having  dug  up  and  burnt  the  bones 
of  the  idolatrous  priests,  and  strewed  Ibem  apon  the 
altars,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  defiling  them,  he  espied  at 
Bethel  the  sepulchre  of  the  prophet,  who,  in  Jero- 
boam's  days,  had  foretold  that  a  king  named  JamA 
weold  accomplish  this  :  a  circumstance  by  which  he 
would  again  be  much  encouraged  and  conHrmed.  He 
eoooluded  by  observing  a  Passover  to  the  Lord ; 
which  is  recorded  as  having  exceeded  all  that  had 
I    Itne  before,  since  the  days  of  Samuel,  in  solemnity 

iBd  conformity  to  the  Mosaic  ritual. 
:.       Considering  the  piety   and  zeal  of  the  king ;  the 
,   eminence  of  Jeremiah,   together  with    Zepbaoiah, 
I   fiabalckuk,   and  other  prophets  his  contemporaries: 
I  lie  discovery  and  renewed  promulgation  of  the  Law  ; 
tbe  abolition  of  all  manifest  traces  of  idolatry  and 
^perstition;    and  the  encouraging  fact  also,  that 
Kliere  was  a  remnant  in  the  nation,  daily  increasing, 
Who  feared  God  ;  it  mi^bt  be  concluded  that  religion 
^aa  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condition.    But  such 
1»BS  not  the  fact.     There  was  do  soundness  in  the 
'9aasg  of  the  nation  to  second  the  elforta  of  tbe  mo- 
narch; and  the  reformation  was  consequently  in  ap- 
pearance only,  and   not  reality.    The  example  and 
Saflnence  of  a  king  to  evil  is  almost 
Mlowed  by  the  multitude  ;  because  the  human  heart 
it  naturally  inclined  to  sin,  and  only  waits  for  i 
ttuaoce  or  opportunity  to  rush  into  it :  but  the 
pBlrer  exercised   for  ^ooif   produces  often   no 
a  constrained  conformity  in  externals;  event 
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Jadah  was  at  tliis  time  reproved  1>j  the  pnqilnti^i 
"dealing  treacberonsly.""  taming  lo  God  feiBiwdly 
and  "  Ijoldmg  fast  doccit*"  Neither  is  the  cittul 
stance  fliat  God  raises  up  great  lights  in  a  natiol 
and  excites  by  their  means  increased  altentioa  toi 
iigion,  a  necessary  indication  that  the  body  [iDlitie 
in  a  healthy  state  ;  bnt  as,  in  the  case  of  tbe  natal 
liody,  the  muUipliaation  of  phyaiciaas  and  of  md 
oal  aids  often  arises  from  the  presence  of  some  di 
^erous  disease;  so  in  Ihe  present  instance,  Jon 
and  Jeremiah  appeared  to  be  raised  np  to  maice  ■■ 
manifest  the  desperate  malignity  of  that  moral  diM 
with  which  Judah  was  a&Iicted ;  jast  as  in  Ibe  IMI 
periods  of  tbe  decline  of  Ephraim,  the  prophets  Elijl 
and  Elisha  were  voiiobaafed.  The  hypocrisy  U 
profligacy  of  the  priests  has  already  been  noliM^ 
that  of  the  nation  generally  was  quite  equal  lei 
Tbey  were  not  wilboot  a  certain  pride  in  th«  Hold 
ritual,  and  gloried  over  tbe  Gentiles,  as  if  tl^ 
themselves  were  "  the  temple  of  the  Lord,"  W 
liolier  than  other  nations;  but  tbe  practical  mI 
gion  and  morality  of  tbe  Law  they  considered  "I 
reproach,  and  took  no  delight  in  it;"  and  within 
greater  inconsistency  tbey  adopted  tbe  abominaliM 
of  ibe  people  they  despised.  They  sacriflced  Im 
children  to  idols,  and  yet  came  into  the  sanetnl 
of  God  on  the  same  day.'  Tbey  burnt  iDcennlj 
Baal  in  secret,  and  made  cakes  (or  offerings]  (odl 
moon  as  tbe  queen  of  heaven,  and  ponred  oat  liH 
tiona  to  otiier  gods.  Their  women  also  ohseni 
tbe  solemnities  of  Thammuz  and  wept  for  hi*| 
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■wdness.  adnllery,  inccsl  and  more  baleful  sen- 
aaJity  abounded,  logetber  nitb  drunkenness;  whilst 
lovetousnesa,  bribery,  esloriion,  Traud,  oppression, 
uid  even  murder,  were  ordJDary  matters.  Tbc  pro- 
>het  challenges  them  lo  run  to  and  fro  through  Jer- 
■aalem  and  lo  inquire  and  seek;  and  that  if  only 
>n«  nao  could  be  found  that  executed  judgment  and 
sought  the  truth,  God  would  yet  pardon  tbe  city. 
Bat  it  was  not  pardoned.  Though  great  mercy  was 
■bewD  toward  the  remnant  that  si)(hed  and  cried  for 
Uiese  abominations;  and  gteM.  glory  was  promised 
to  tbem  and  to  tbe  church  hereafter;  yet  was  it  de- 
clared that  the  arm  of  God  was  still  stretehed  forlb 
to  be  avenged  upon  the  nation  generally,  and  that 
notwithstanding  what  was  now  doing  by  Josiab, 
"Wnth  was  determined  against  it. 
^The  first  blow  which  the  nation  afterwards  received 
B  suddea  and  inglorions  removal  of  Josiah  ; 
^Jike  all  tbe  wortbiea  that  preceded  him,  was 
jli  betray,  that  he  could  not  walk  uprigbilyand 
■tly  without  God.  He  tasbly,  and  against  the 
I  of  God,  attacked  Pharaoh  Nechoh,  as  that 
larcbing  against  tbe  king  of  Assyria  ; 
I  Pharaoh  g-eneroasly  romonstraled  with 
i  battle  was  fought  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo, 
1  Josiab  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  was 
I  back  a  corpse  lo  Jerusalem.'  The  nation 
d  him  with  apparent  sincerity,  and  the  grief 
miab  in  parlicnlar  is  especially  recorded. 


>  HendotnBiiDtlcu  thlBhnttlei  biit  he  ciills  the  Jews  5irj 
^tm  KadylU,  I  e.  ntUnp,  the  hely  ctlf,  anil  MeffiBdo  hi 
^JltafdgdM,  » tOKD  D(  lower  Egypt.  <Eiiterpe,  B.  clk.) 
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JEHOAHAZ.  [a.a.c.  (509.]— Jehoahae. 
also  Shallum,  a  yonnger  son  of  Josiah,  was  Bndt 
king  by  llie  people,  Id  the  prejudice  ot  bis  elder  bni- 
Ihur  Eliakim.  For  what  reasoD  he  was  prefered 
does  not  appear,  unless  it  were  for  his  manifesl  in- 
piely ;  Tor  he  immediately  proceeded  to  restore  idol' 
atry,and  to  undo  all  that  bis  lather  had  acctunplislieil. 
But  condign  punishment  quickly  came  upon  him: 
for  as  Pbamob-Nccboh  returned  from  his  eipedi- 
tioD,  he  sarprised  Jerusalem,  put  Jehoahaz  in  chuns, 
and  removed  bini  from  tbe  coantr]',  after  having 
reigned  only  tliree  months.  He  then  set  up  Eliakim 
in  his  stead,  changing  his  name  to  Jchoiakim. 

JEHOIAKIM.  [A.A.C  609.]-The  change  of  the 
governor  did  not  improve  the  spiritual  circumilaacei 
of  tlie  nation  ;  for  Jehoiakim  eqaallj  departed  fran 
tlic  Lord.  They  were  now  visited  with  serions  tv 
mine  ;  but  instead  of  its  producing  repentance,  Jere- 
miah, who  took  occasion  to  admonish  thet 
afterwards  warned  them  of  more  serious  jadgneDti 
from  Babylon,  was  scourged  and  put  in  the  slocks; 
and  being  a  second  time  apprehended  was  abouiu 
be  put  to  death,  but  was  delivered  by  tbe  interpoti- 
lion  of  Ahikam,  a  pious  friend,  who  had  been  tbeK- 
eretary  of  Josiah. 

The  Urst  burst  of  the  impending  storm  apeedilf 
followed.  In  tbe  third  year  of  Jehoiakim,  the  grNt 
NcbuobiidnezKBr,  who  had  just  succeeded  to  tks 
throne  of  Babylon,  came  and  besieged  Jerusaleoi. 
and  Ihe  following  year  captored  it,  and  carried  awaj 
Jehoiakim  in  fetters  of  brass  to  Babylon,  togetber 
with  numerous  other  captives  ;  among  whom  was  the 
it  Daniel  and  his  companions  Hananiah,  Hi- 
shael  and  Azariab,  who  were  all  of  the  seed  royal. 
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snd  selected  on  account  of  their  comeliness  to  be 
edacaied,  some  as  magi  and  others  as  pages  to  Ne> 
buchadnezzar.  These  were  also  men  of  singular 
pietf  and  faith  in  God  ;  an  evidence  that  there  waa 
previously,  even  in  the  king's  palace,  a  remnant  of 
the  heavenly  seed. 

This  traoBportatioD  to  Babylon  is  generally  con- 
tidered  as  the  first  period  or  commencenient  of  the 
captivity  of  Judab,  and  occurred  in  the  year  606- S    . 
before  Christ. 

Jehoiakim  was  soon  after  restored  to  bis  throne, 
on  tbe  promise  of  vassalage  to  tbe  king  of  Babylon  ; 
but  adversity  had  not  improved  him.  Jeremiah  stood 
in  so  great  danger  from  him,  in  consequence  of  his 
&ithfDl  admonitions,  that  he  was  obliged  to  conceal 
himself;  whilst  a  message  from  God  (which  he  sent  to 
tke  kins  written  on  a  roll  of  vellum,  containing  an  in- 
vitation to  repentance,  with  awful  warnings  of  judg^ 
tnenls  if  he  refused,)  was  cut  to  pieces  by  Jehoiakim 
Iritb  bis  pen-knife,  and  cast  into  the  fire.  To  destroy 
tbe  acripturcs  of  God,— an  act  which  has  been  paral- 
leled by  modern  infidels  and  apostates,— may  justly 
be  considered  as  theelima:^  ofaudacions  impiety  and 
defiance  of  Jehovah.  In  this  instance  the  offender 
was  given  up  to  infatuated  counsel  ;  and  three  years 
after  bis  return  from  captivity,  he  recklessly  rebelled 
afainsl  the  king  of  Babylon:  upon  which  the  latter 
immediately  laid  waste  Judea,  and  again  entering 
Jerusalem  slew  Jehoiakim,'  who  was  succeeded  by 
hi*  son  Jehoiachin,  called  also  Coniah. 
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JEHOIACHIN.  [a.a.c.  598  ]— The  reign  of  Jeboi- 
acliin,  like  Ibat  of  Jelioahaz,  tenninaled  io  thret 
iDODtbs;  abricf  space,  but  sufficient!;  marked  b;  in- 
iquity. Like  his  ancle  Jehoabaz,  be  also  was  depajed 
and  carried  awa;  captive  by  a  foreign  prince,  Ncbu- 
cbadoezear ;  who  at  the  same  lime  sackeij  Jerustlen, 
and  transported  another  portioti  of  its  inbabilantsto 
Babylon  ;  among  whom  was  the  prophet  Eiekiel. 
This  event  forms  a  second  epbch  in  Ibe  progress  «( 
the  capiiviij. 

ZEDEKIAH.  [A.A.C.  53B,]— Nebuchadneawr  set 
up  Mattaniah,  another  of  the  sons  of  Jottiah,  ctunf- 
iug  his  name  to  Zedekiab.  He  followed  in  the  ssiH 
coarse  of  idolatry  ;  and  also  foolishly  rebelled  agaiml 
the  king  of  Babylon  :  which  mad  policy  the  Lord  in 
anger  permitted,  that  he  inlgbt  thereby  sccompliib. 
against  Judab  tlic  punishment  he  had  thresteDnl' 
(Jer.  lii.  3.) 

Tbc  olBce  of  Jeremiah  now  became  more  nnpopolir 
than  ever.  The  disposition  of  the  Jews  wa^  to  mske 
an  alliance  with  Egypt;  from  whieb  ooantry  tb^ 
hoped  for  protection  against  the  Chaldeans  and  As- 
syrians, whom  they  hated :  but  the  prophet  was  now 
moved,  not  only  to  denounce  all  dependance  opoo 
Egypt,  but  also  to  assure  to  those,  who  would  go  forli 
and  sobmit  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  deliverance  (ntt 
all  those  evils  which  were  coming  upon  tbeir  coos- 
try,  and  a  comfortable  asylum  in  Cbaldea.>    Thii 
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rally  exposed  him  to  the  auspicioD  of  being  a 
traitor,  in  the  pa;  of  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  and  he  was  at 
leagtb  seized,  and  again  cast  into  prison. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  Zedekiah,  Nebuchadnezzar, 
wbo  had  been  for  some  time  occupied  with  oiher 
powers,  again  invested  Jerusalem.  The  inhaUitHnts, 
wbo  durin|r  the  few  previous  years  of  impunity  had 
indulged  the  vain  assurance  that  he  would  not  again 
attack  them,  were  seized  with  a  momentary  panic  on 
bis  approach,  Zedekiah  sent  to  Jeremiah  to  entreat 
bim  ta  pray  fur  them,  and  to  inquire  of  the  Lord  ;  and, 
in  the  hnpe  of  acceptance,  both  he  and  the  rulers  now 
emancipated  their  brethren  whom  they  had  subjected 
to  slavery, — ^an  oBence  against  which  the  prophets 
had  declaimed.  But  the  answer  of  God  proviDg 
vttpropilious,  the  Icing  in  a  rage  threw  Jeremiah 
into  a  dungeon;  and  the  elders  seized  again  their 
slaves,  and  subjected  them  to  their  former  state  of 
bondage. 

The  hope  of  the  besieged  was  once  more  excited  by 
tbe  intelligence,  that  Pharaoh  Hophra,  king  of  Egypt, 
was  approaching  with  an  army  ;  and  their  confidence 
was  Blill  more  raiaed  on  pereeiving  the  Chaldeans 
withdraw  from  before  Jerusalem  ;  buttheirspirit  only 
■ank  so  much  the  more,  wben  they  found  that  the 
Cbaldeana  had  prevailed,  and  saw  them  re-iovesling 
llie  city.  Zedekiah  was  distracted  by  awful  misgiv- 
^  mga  of  conscience,  and  privately  sent  fur  Jeremiah  ; 
Vho  had  again  been  scourged,  and  was  now  in  prison  J 
(or  tbe  third  time.     He  pledged  himaelf  to  tbe  pro-  I 
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pliet,  thai  he  should  not  be  gent  back  to  his  miserable 
dungnoD  agaiD  ;  but  upon  the  elders  demaading  It, 
he  with  great  weakness  and  treachery  surrendcrcii 
lijm  ioto  their  bands,  and  they  a  fourth  time  iucai- 
ccrated  him.  Id  this  last  instance  he  was  ca«  Jolo 
a  noiaonie  pit  or  cess-pool  within  the  duDgeoiuBfid 
there  left  to  perish  ;  but  Ebedtnelecb,  an  Elhiopiio 
euDuch  of  rank,  and  one  also  of  the  little  remniMof 
believers,  again  prevailed  with  the  unstable  king  in 
behalfof  Jeremiah  J  upon  which  he  was  rescued  from 
the  pil,  bat  still  kept  in  confinemenl  in  the  court  oF 
the  prison. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  siege  of  the  citj  was  beint 
pressed  with  vigour,  and  the  provisions  of  the  be- 
sieged having  failed,  they  were  reduced  to  the  al- 
most extremity  of  saffcrini;;  women  even  boiling 
their  own  children  and  devouring  them,  in  order  Id 
satisfy  the  merciless  cravings  of  hunger.  (Lam.ii.SO: 
iv.  10.)  The  unhappy  king  was  still  vaccilating  an* 
irresolnte  :  again  he  sent  privately  for  Jeremiah ;  wliA 
even  now  assured  him,  that  if  he  would  go  forth  tM 
surrender  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  the  city  should  be 
spared  and  himself  saved  ;  but  that  if  be  refused  b« 
would  be  taken  prisoner  and  the  city  burnt  with  Grt- 
The  power  to  save  Jerusalem  and  hts  own  lifeab* 
was  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  Zedekiah  ;  bul  ttW 
of  the  reproach  to  which  the  step  would  expose  Idn 
from  bis  subjects  prevailed,  nolwilhslandinglhei^ 
surance  of  Jeremiah  to  the  contrary.  He  ultimately 
attempted  to  ell'ect  his  escape  by  night ;  but  wai 
overtaken  near  to  Jericho,  his  companions  put  to 
flight,  and  himself  captured  and  brought  before  Nt- 
buchadneszar.  The  latter  commanded  all  his  son) 
to  be  slain  before  his  face ;  he  then  had  his  eyes  put 
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'Mid  finally,  having  loaded  him  willi  chains,  he 
had  bin)  conveyed  lo  Babylon  ;  where  he  remained  a 
prisoner  till  death  put  an  end  to  his  miserable  ex- 

At  the  same  lime  that  Nebuchadnezzar  thus  dis- 
posed of  the  king,  be  put  to  death  all  the  nobility 
found  in  Jerusalem,  together  with  the  ehief  priest, 
and  a  multilude  of  principal  and  official  persona. 
The  small  remainder,  who  were  of  any  consideration, 
tietook  away  captive  to  Babylon,  leaving  the  meaner 
olassefi  to  cultivate  the  land.  And  after  having  pil- 
laged the  city,  he  next  set  Gre  to  it,  and  reduced  it 
la  a  heap  of  ruins. 

Thus  terminated  the  kingdom  of  Judah,in  the  year 
£87  before  Christ;  abont 390  years  after  the  revolt  of 
tbe  lea  tribes;  and  about  4S0  years  afler  tbe  first 
eslsbliahment  of  tbe  regal  govcromoot  in  Israel. 
Tbe  change  from  the  theocratic  lo  the  monarchical 
form  of  government  did  not  in  ilself  produce  any 
increase  in  the  real  stability  and  prosperity  of  the 
(wople:  on  the  contrary  it  only  served  more  strik- 
ingly lo  evince  the  incapacity  of  man  to  govern  him- 
self, or  to  effect  his  own  happiness;  and  that  tbe 
Inie  glory  and  peace  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
>idaals,  is  dependent  on  the  fear  of  God.  When 
tbeir  kings  were  themselves  rnled  by  this  fear,  and 
the  nation,  through  their  instrumentality,  brought 
nnderlhe  same  influence,  then  they  also  flourished 
b  their  social  and  political  circumstances;  but  be- 
cause Ihey  departed  from  this  fear,  and  in  the  end 
were  dissemblers  under  their  righteous  princes,  and 
peedily  followed  the  example  of  ungodly  ones, 
therefore  both  sections  of  this  people,  Bphraim  and 
Jndab,  were  notv  reduced  to  a  state  of  political  de- 
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gradation  lower  than  had  been  ever  experienced,  and 
finally  were  ejected  from  the  land  of  promise. 

The  sin  of  Jadah  was  aggravated  by  the  greater 
mercies  she  had  received.  Thoogh  several  of  her 
princes  had  toward  the  last  been  taken  off  by  fUh 
lence,  there  had  been  no  change  of  the  dynaitfof 
David ;  whilst  the  greater  number  of  the  prinees  of 
this  hoase  were  men  of  piety,  and  a  great  blessing  to 
the  kingdom.  And  though  God  now  severely  cor- 
rected them,  he  still  had  purposes  of  mercy  io  stors 
for  them.  He  sent  a  special  message  to  Jeremiah  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  prophet  himself,  and  of  the 
remnant  of  believers ;  assuring  him  tbat  his  peopb 
should  yet  be  planted  in  their  own  land  and  beooM 
glorious;  and  that  like  as  he  was  now  bringing  a^ 
them  the  evil  which  he  had  threatened,  so  tbatki 
would  hereafter  rejoice  over  them  to  do  them  gM^ 
It  is  important  however  to  observe  that  the  peiM 
of  blessing  in  this  prophecy,  principally  intended, 
was  to  be  under  the  sovereignty  of  a  seed  of  tbt 
house  of  David ;  and  that  by  the  prophet  Eiddel 
God  expressly  declared  the  prospect  of  permaneit 
stability  and  peace  to  be  so  far  closed,  that  he  would 
remove  the  diadem  and  continue  to  overturn,  untO 
the  period  of  the  reign  of  that  same  prince  of  rigkt* 
eousness  and  peace  should  be  arrived.^ 

1  Jer.  xxxii.  36,  &c.  xxxiii.  15,  &c.  Ezek.  zxi.  SS—SS. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

?HB  CAPTIVITY  AND  RESTORATION  OF  JUDAH. 

;  officer  left  by  Nebachadnezzar  to  complete  the 
amotion  of  Jernsalem  was  specially 'charged  to 
w  kindness  to  Jeremiah,  and  to  allow  him  fall 
rty.  Those  likewise  who  had  shown  him  kindness 
be  hour  of  his  affliction — as  Barach,  Ebedmelech, 
Ahikam — participated  in  the  prophet's  improved 
mnstances.  Gedaliah,  the  son  of  the  latter,  was 
eted  to  be  governor  over  those,  who  were  left  in 
ea  to  cnltivate  the  soil.  He  fixed  his  head-qoar- 
at  the  western  Mizpah,  and  to  him  resorted  Jere- 
h  and  his  friends,  and  many  also  who  had  taken 
ige  in  the  neighboaring  kingdoms, 
'his  remnant  was  in  no  wise  benefited  by  the  re- 
t  judgments  npon  the  nation.  They  manifested 
most  determined  resolution  not  to  hearken  to  the 
nsel  or  predictions  of  Jeremiah  ;  and  whilst  they 
1  baoyed  themselves  ap  with  the  hope  of  bccom- 
independent  of  Babylon,  they  adhered  to  their 
latries  and  saperstitions,  in  a  spirit  of  avowed  and 
operate  defiance  of  Jehovah.  Their  fate  however 
s  singalarly  calamitous. 

u 
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Among  those  who  had  repaired  to  Mixpah  wast 
prince  of  the  seed  royal,  named  Ishmael,  with  i 
small  party  of  Ammonites.  He  was  a  wicked  ui 
abandoned  person,  and,  instigated  by  the  king  of 
Ammon,  he  contrived  by  simnlation  and  treadwiy 
to  murder  Gedaliah  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
his  follpwers,  and  to  effect  his  escape  to  RabhiL' 
The  remainder  of  the  Jews,  having  cbosen  one  Jo- 
Iianan  for  their  leader,  now  resolved  to  pass  into 
Egypt,  in  spite  of  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  Jen- 
iniah;  whom,  thoagh  they  heeded  him  not,  thof 
nevcrtbclcss  compelled  to  accompany  them.  Bit 
there  they  were  speedily  overtaken  by  the  poniik- 
incnt  of  which  the  prophet  had  forewarned  thea; 
lor  Nebacbadnezzar  soon  after  invaded  Egypt  »' 
liaving  defeated  Pharaoh  Hophra,  and  taken  Wm 
prisoner,  pat  to  death  the  refugee  Jews  whom  he 
found  there,  with  the  exception  of  about  700  persons, 
whom  he  carried  away  with  him  to  Babylon.  Thii 
Itappened  in  the  fifth  year  from  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem;  after  which  we  hear  no  more  of  Jeie- 
miah.  It  is  most  probable,  however,  that  he  nov 
loincd  his  brethren  at  Babylon  and  died  there;  it 
being  difficult  otherwise  to  account  for  the  prele^ 
vation  of  his  writings,  which  relate  to  this  period. 

The  Jewish  captives  were  treated  with  great  ligoii 
/excepting  those  who  had  gone  over  to  the  Cbal- 
ieans  previous  to  the  capture  of  Jerusalem,)  inso- 
much that  the  prophets  among  them,  and  especialij 
Jeremiah,  denounced  for  this  the  woe  of  Babylon. 


'  For  this  atrocity  the  destruction  of  Ammon  was  annooneed  bf 
EzckicI;  (cap.  xxv.)  who  predicted  also  that  Rabbah  their  aqjiitil 
should  become  a  stable  for  flocks ;  a  prophecy  which  has  since  been 
I.fcraUy  fulfilled. 
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hronghoaty  although  God  has  made  use  of  hea- 
powers  to  chastise  his  heritage,  he  has  been 
iding  jealousL  in  their  behalf,   and  punished 

powers,  when  they  have  betrayed  malignity,  or 
phed  over  his  chosen.  After  awhile,  however, 
instances  arose,  through  the  providence  of  God, 
1  tended  to  mitigate  the  condition  of  the  cap- 

and  to  bring  the  Jewish  religion  into  greater 
inenoe :  for  it  appears  to  have  been  a  part  of 
leneficent  counsel  of  God,  not  only  to  correct 
rarify  them  by  affliction  in  the  head-quarters  of 
try  itself;  but  also  to  make  them  a  blessing  to 
leathen,  which  they  had  failed  of  proving  when 
»r  own  land. 

has  been  named  in  the  former  chapter,  that 
b1  the  prophet,  who  was  of  the  seed  royal,  was 
g  those  carried  captive  to  Babylon  in  the  time 
hoiakim.  It  pleased  God  to  give  him,  and 
in  of  his  companions,  great  favour  in  the  eyes 
e  king  of  Babylon^  who,  discovering  great  wis- 
in  them,  consulted  with  them  and  took  their 
e,  in  preference  to  that  of  the  astrologers.  Soon 
this  the  king  had  a  remarkable  dream,  which, 
:h  it  made  a  lively  impression  upon  him  at  the 
was  obliterated  from  his  memory  as  soon  as  he 
e.  He  nevertheless  demanded  of  his  diviners 
itrologers  to  supply  him  at  the  same  time  with 
acts  of  the  dream  and  with  an  interpretation ; 
rhen  they  remonstrated  with  him  upon  the  un- 
oableness  of  his  request,  he  threw  them  into 
I,  and  commanded  that  all  the  magi  should  be 
9  death.^    Daniel  and  his  companions,  being 

;h  acts  of  cruel  and  capricioas  tyranny  were  not  oncommun 
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numbered  anioiig  the  magi  of  the  empire,  i 
cessnril;  incladctl  in  the  decree;  npon  which  he 
went  boldly  to  the  king,  and  demanded  a  respite  Sta 
the  magi ;  pTonising  that  at  the  espiration  of  the 
time  he  woald,  with  the  help  of  God,  both  give  liie 
dream  and  the  inlerpretalion.  And  God,  tothegreei 
amazement  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  enabled  Daniel  U) 
accomplish  this:  whereupon  he  was  made  piefHt 
over  the  provioce  of  Babylon,  and  chief  of  the  mtp; 
and  his  three  compauions  were  likewise  appobted 
to  silaatioDS  of  eminence.  Thus  was  the  pbrtBi] 
of  the  despot  overruled  for  the  making  maaifest  Ae 
glory  of  Jehovah  thronghoul  the   empire  of  Babj- 

Anolbcr  g^st  of  farious  tyranny  in  this  mooucb 
was  soon  after  overrated  in  like  manner  by  tbeAl- 
nighty.  Nebachadncazar,  having  erected  a  colosui 
image  of  gold,  commanded  all  his  sabjects,  i 
day  of  its  dedication,  to  worship  it,  IhreateDin;  U 
cast  those  who  shonld  refuse  into  a  f 
three  companions  of  Daniel  were  informed  agaiul 
as  recusants,  and  Immediately  samrooned  tiefore  the 
king;  who,  npon  hearing  them  express  their confi- 
denoe  in  Jehovah,  and  their  calm  d etetmi nation u 
endure  punishment  rather  than  confocm  to  idohitr}! 
fell  into  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  and  ordering  thefui- 
nace  to  be  heated  seven  times  bolter  than  nsDil, 
commanded  them  instantly  to  be  cast  into  iL  BhI 
God  did  not  desert  bis  faithful  martyrs.     Whiitt 

Hcrodonis  [elates  Uwt  AitTmscs,  HM 
hose  who  h>ul  giteo  him  ermiBoagi' 
^gsM  to  Cytai.  (Herod.  CUo,  a^  19 
g  KbridE^;  aver  the  Hellesponl,  ud 
he  supciJitteDdBnU  of  the  woit  Wtt 
be  Bconrcm.  IJbM.Ub.  vli. 
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r  gazed  on  the  furnace,  expecting 
s  devoured  by  it,  he  was  amazed  oo 
bebolding  them  walking  about  nnhurt,  attended  by 
a  foarlh  person,  whose  majestic  form  and  appear- 
ance bespoke  him  to  be  divine.  He  immediately 
called  to  Ihem  to  come  forth,  as  servants  of  the 
roost  high  God  ;  on  which  they  obeyed,  aod  the 
whole  assembly  witnessed  that  they  bad  received  do 
iDJary.  Upon  this  the  king  gave  praise  to  God,  who 
had  thus  frustrated  his  word,  and  so  emineotly  deli- 
vered his  servants  ;  and  promoted  them  to  higher 
anthority. 

A  further  extraordinary  dispensation  of  God  to- 
ward this  prince  had  the  effect  of  greatly  humhliug 
his  pride,  and  drawing  from  him  a  larger  measure  of 
Kcknowlcdgment  and  praise.  It  was  previously  in- 
timaled  to  him,  by  another  remarkable  dream,  ex- 
poanded  to  him  by  Daniel,  that  he  should  be  be- 
reaTed  of  reason  and  rendered  brutish  during  the 
tpace  of  seven  years,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing 
bim  of  the  sovereignty  of  God  i  all  which  came  to 
inu.  We  have  no  mention  of  Nebuchadnezzar  after 
tbii;  bat  the  terms  of  k  manifesto,  which  he  pub- 
Diked  throughout  his  dominions  on  his  restoration 
lo  sanity  of  mind,  and  in  which  he  sets  forth  the 
■bove-meniioned  circumstances,  would  lead  to  the 
MDcIusion  that  he  was  in  the  end  converted  to  the 
trge  God.  (Sec  Dan.  iv.  28—37.) 

[A.A.C.  561.] — NcbuohadncBzar  was  succeeded  by 
Gtil-merodach,  aa  he  is  called  in  scripture;  who, 
tteording  to  Jewish  tradition,  had  administered  the 
■tijra  of  Nebuchadnezzar  during  his  malady,  and 
*^dncted  himself  so  improperly,  that  the  king,  on 
I'-^ii  leitoratiott,  threw  him  into  prison ;   wbi 
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/ormed  a  fiiendship  with  the  caplive  Jebdul 
who  had  now  been  a  priaonei'  at  Baby  loo  fot  thin;- 
sesen  Tears,  and  had  ootllved  his  still  more  nobappj 
saeocssor,  Zedekiah.  Certain  it  is  that  Evil-mero- 
dxcli.  on  hij  becoming  king,  released  Jeboiicbin 
from  confinement,  and  treated  him  according  ts  Us 
rank  for  tbe  remsinder  of  his  ds;a. 

[.V.A.C.  MI.]>-At  the  end  of  twenty  years  Bel- 
shaisar,  another  son  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  saaoeeded 
(o  tbo  throne;  dnring  whose  reign  the  ioflat 
Daniel  declined,  and  the  Jews  experienced  tbc 
greatest  pressnre  from  their  captivity.  They  i 
however  speedily  relieved  from  it  by  Darios,  tbc 
king  of  the  Medians,  who  made  war  on  Behhazwi; 
and  having,  by  a  stratagem  of  his  nephew  Cjni, 
obtained  possesion  of  Babylon,  he  slew  Belshauu. 
and  annexed  his  kingdom  to  his  own  dominions. 

[a.i.c  537.]— Tbe  virtnes  of  Daniel  werenolia> 
known  to  Darins.  He  divided  bis  empire 
hundred  and  twenty  provinces,  over  each  of  *biefi 
was  a  prefect  or  governor,  who  were  all  of  them  sob- 
ordinate  to  three  superior  princes,  of  which  Ibm 
Daniel  was  appointed  chief  j  and  the  king  fi 
him  possessed  of  so  excellent  a  spirit,  that  he  pw- 
posed  to  place  him  alone  over  tbe  entire  kingdom. 
But  these  extraordinary  marks  of  favour  drew  npo* 
Daniel  the  envy  and  jealonsy  of  the  other  priueei. 
and  they  conspired  together  to  effect  bis  dcstraetioa. 
It  is  recorded  that  they  despaired  of  discovering  aaj 
thing  whereof  to  accuse  him  in  his  government,  (bs 
unequivocal  testimony  to  his  uprightness ;)  bnl  IbU 
knowing  bis  firmness  and  consistency  in  the  aioot 
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worship  of  Jehovab,  (a  testimony  no  lesa  creditable 
bis  reli^on,)  thejr  laid  a  snare  for  him  in  tbis  mattei. 
It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Medo-Persian  empire,  that 
no  law,  confirmed  or  signed  bj  the  king,  could  be  al- 
tered ; — a  maxim  apparently  based  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  liing  was  iofallible ;  wliich  the  revoca- 
lioD  or  revision  of  a  decree  wonid  seem  to  contradict. 
The  princes  therefore  repaired  to  the  king  and  in- 
fomied  him,  that  the;  had  determined  to  establish 
s  ra;al  statale,  that  if  any  man  should  prefer  a  peti- 
tion to  any  other  than  the  king  himself,  whether  God 
or  man,  during  the  space  of  thirty  days,  he  should 
fce  cast  into  the  den  of  lions, — apparently  kept  for 
the  punishmeut  of  criminals.  The  proposition  flat- 
tered the  vanity  of  Darius;  blinded  by  which,  he 
signed  the  impious  decree,  and  it  became  law-  Daniel 
was  vigilantly  watched  ;  and  as  he  sought  no  con- 
cealment, was  speedily  discovered  on  his  knees  to- 
ward Jerusalem;  on  which  the  princes  hastened  to 
report  him  lo  Darios.  as  one  who  had  violated  the 
decree,  and  who  evidently  despised  the  authority 
and  majesty  of  the  king.  Bat  the  elTcctopon  Darios 
was  diDerent  from  what  they  had  anticipated.  He 
immediately  perceived  his  own  error,  and  the  craft 
and  malice  of  the  enemies  of  Daniel;  and  it  must 
donbtless  have  been  very  mortifying  to  discover,  that 
I  whilst  these  men  had  been  extolling  him  as  a  god, 
I      they  had  in  reality  been  only  using  him  as  a  tool 

I  lo  serve  their  own  malignant  pnrposes.     He  how- 

II  aver  dissembled  his  resentment  for  the  present,  and 
f  laboored  assiduoasly  for  the  remainder  of  the  day 
*      10  contrive  some  counteracting  decree;  bat 

his  GODnsellors,  instead  of  assisting,  were  urgent  to 
press  its  execation ;  and  the  same  eveniog  there- 
■     fore  Daniel  was  cast  to  (he  lions. 


1 


!  4^    That,  U  ta 
hr  DMicI;  «H  in 


l—wM  ■  *i^  Cyw;  mx  tMfih,  had  bc«a<VMi> 
•ad  tr  ■■■ie.  ^  *>S|nt  •(  pn^hMy,  M  tlw  pent 
^^mmGmiwmMaimmf  fartbe  ilcKnnaoatf  tk 
pMpfciwMfitrtiirj.'  Of  AeciiaMnuicei  slki 
iaAHgei  Ah  fiMccH  ifew  sad  panjenlar  fiifouB 
Uk  Jk«*  ««  an  MM  iafccmed.  jMcphns  sUtob- 
And.  *M  Bmma  Arwd  Urn  the  abore  propbtti 
•■■■Baiaca  ftaer  of  Ui  bsmc;*  and  it  b  li^lj 
pntaUc ifcal  tW Mtacan  of  Daaid.  showascoi- 
aaaClj  pMiycioaa  ia  lUs  icisn,'  kxJ  its  weight  wili 
kia».  GW  at  al  cvcab  iadincd  th«  heart  of  Cjm 
IB  iij^ii  Ac  Jc*>  b>  (heir  ova  land,  and  to  te- 
haiM  Iheii  teaple  ;  wherefore  in  (be  £rst  jev  oT 
hn  Riga  he  owed  a  prodtatation,  declaruiK  hii  in- 
tEatioa  M  rcbaUd  the  tCHpk,  pemittin;  aaj  of  III 
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Jews  tbroaghoat  his  empire  to  retorn  into  Jadea,  and 
.jwoviding  for  their  transport  and  subsistence  by  the 
WCQT-  The  proelamation  caused  great  joy  among  the 
Jews ;  and  due  preparations  having  been  made,  such 
m$eboa»  to  avail  themselves  of  the  king's  permission 
jHi  forth  under  the  condact  of  Zerabbabel,  a  prince  of 
tte  house  of  David,  and  Joshua  their  high  priest ; 
ipad  being  escorted  by  the  troops  of  Cyrus,  they  came 
jpfely  back  to  their  own  laDd,~which  by  a  remark- 
uUe  providence  had  remained  unoccupied,  so  that 
they  had  no  tenants  to  eject.  They  brought  back 
with  them  5400  g^ld  and  silver  vessels  that  had  been 
tefcen  from  Jerusalem,  and  now  were  restored  by 
G^nu;  and  were  enriched  also  with  contributions 
ftom  the  Gentiles,  and  oflferings  for  the  intended 
tBBiple.^ 

.  The  first  thing  the  Jews  did  was  to  erect  an  altar 
to  the  Lord,  on  which  they  again  offered  sacrifices ; 
.end  in  the  second  year  of  Cyrus  they  laid  the  foun- 
■detioiis  of  the  temple  with    great  ceremony  and 

1  Hm  Bomber  that  returaed  has  been  deemed  inconsiderable.  It 
fMrT"****  only  to  4S,S(k>,  together  with  245  singers,  and  7337  servants, 
■MdUnir  a  total  of  49,943 ;  among  whom  were  several  who  were  of  the 
%m  ttflMiy  who  attadied  themselves  to  Judah,  and  became  identified 
Uian*  Hie  number  however  is  comparatinely  large,  considering 
ooodition  from  warfBure,  pestilence  and  famine,  at  the  time  of 
ovcfttuow}  which  had  so  reduced  them,  that  the  whole  nation 
«M  likAiied,  by  a  striking  poetical  figure,  to  the  fragments  ox  bones 
calf  of  a  victim,  already  consumed  by  one  wild  beast,  and  subse- 
f^MiUy  gnawed  and  destroyed  by  another :— **  First  the  king  of  Assy- 
lla  ImuOi  devoured  him  j  and  last  this  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Baby. 
ka,  lisUi  broken  his  bones."  (Jer.  1. 17.)  Their  great  reduction  may 
be  nofe  accurately  Judged  of  by  the  total  number  of  captives,  enn- 
BMnfced  at  the  three  several  epochs  of  their  captivity,  which  only 
auonted  to  14,600.  (S  Kings  xziv.  14 }  Jer.  111.  28—80.)  Their  increase 
anHttberefore  have  been  considerable.  Nevertheless  many  remained 
bcUBdi  some  because  they  were  indisposed  to  commence  their  for- 
tanee  anew}  and  others,  as  Daniel,  because  they  probably  considered 
flwt  H&ey  could  better  serve  the  interests  of  their  country  in  Baby- 
]0Qia»  whan  they  were  enjoyiDg  considerable  political  influence. 
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mingled  demonstrations  of  juj  and  Tegrri;  R 
aged  men,  who  remembered  the  former  toiiiplCi< 
nloud  when  the;  beheld  the   conlracled  dbenitiH  k 
of  wbat  was  row  designed. 

But  the  work,  which  appeared  thns  aaspicitilll  m 
began,  was  destined  to  meet  with  mao;  ioieinf'  li 
tions.    In  the  first  instance,  the  Cutheans  gndtttuli 
people  from  Assyria,  who  had  been  located  inthtll    ■ 
ritor;  of  Epbraim  by  Esarbaddon,  proposedUV^ 
in  building  the  temple  with  the  Jews  ;  not  atitff    j 
tence  (as  has  been  alleged,)  that  the;  were  Inul 
but  that  they  worshipped  the  same  God.  (En 
2.)    For  wben  these  people  were  first  colDDiid     I 
Palestine,  they  were  greatly  harassed  by  HdvI 
bca^ls  of  prey  ;  and  concluding  that  it  was  i 
their  neglect  of  the   deity  of  the   etiuntry,  ] 
don  sent  to  them  a  captive  priest  of  EpbnlS     ■ 
the  purpose  of  initiating  them  in  the  religion  i 
predecessors.    Considering  Ihe  apostacy  andfloa 
ness  of  the  priests  of  Ephraiiu  themselves,  it  it     k 
probable  that  one  taken  at  random  from  amoopf     k 
should  himself  possess  the  true  knowledge  of  ( 
and  it  is  not  surprising  therefore,  that  piainl 
should  have  regarded  with  jealonsy  e 
claim  to  ideniily  of  worship  from  men,  who  hi 
engrafted  a  sparioos  semblance  of  the  Mosa 
monial  opon  the  idolatry  prcvloosly  enterti 
them.'     The  determined  refusal  hawe' 
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^  ^HP4|/^  \^j  the  Jews  called  forth  the  hostility  and 
^^^ln^^  of  the  Assyrian  colonists,  who  openly  inter- 
.u^Vi  prevent  their  bailding;  and  by  means  of 
^^  ^^  ^cnts  at  the  Persian  coart  succeeded  in  stop- 
w  ?^  ^e  nsaal  snppiy  of  materials  and  money.  The 
^^^  1^  were  thereby  discoaraged,  and  desisted  from 
^^  J^  ^ork ;  and  their  circumstances  remained  in  this 
:>l^  ^Kflvlous  condition  during  the  remainder  of  the 
1^     '^^irigBofCyms. 

'«^.  £iii.c.  G20.] — On  Darius  the  Second  succeeding  to 
throne,  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zecbariah  were 
ived  of  God  to  reprove  the  Jews  for  their  neglect, 
.mod  to  exhort  them  by  various  promises  to  arise 
jiiymin  and  build;  encouraged  by  which,  Zerubbabel 
-Mmd  Joshua  resumed  the  work,  and  the  people  co- 
•jiperated  sealonsly.    As  soon  however  as  they  com- 
iM^need  the  walls  of  the  new  city,  Tatnai,  the  king's 
^governor  over  the  tribes  between  the  Mediterranean 
<wid  Eophrates,  came  with  other  princes  and  de- 
7inanded,  by  what  authority  they  presumed  to  build ; 
mad  doubting  the  statement  of  the  Jews,  that  they 
were  empowered  by  a  decree  of  Cyrus,  he  forwarded 
•«  representation  of  the  matter  to  Darius,  praying 
that  search  might  be  made  to  ascertain  the  fact. 

The  decree  of  Cyrus  was  discovered  among  the 

imperial  archives ;  upon  which  Darius  not  only  con- 

yflrmed  it,  but  enlarged  the  privileges  of  the  Jews — 

Erecting  Tatnai  to  supply  them  out  of  the  annual 

^tribute  with  the  means  of  building,  also  with  money 

M  an  addition  made  to  the  Law  by  the  Jews,  and  therefore  con- 

to  fbe  precept,  **Te  shall  not  add,"  &c.    It  contains  certain 

oonnptions  j  bnt  is  on  the  whole  a  moet  valuable  check 

and  oonifarmation  of,  the  integrity  of  the  Hebrew  Pentateuch. 

Hi07  niJeeted  all  bat  the  Pentateuch,  because  the  remaining  books 

VBfcr  to  Xfmnt  fflon,  instead  of  Mount  Gerizim,  as  tiie  proper  place 

.  of  nwrii^  (See  Dr.  Kennioolt'a  snd  Dissert,  p.  sis.) 
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fai  sacrifices ;  aod  threateoiDg  Uase  mth  de^ 
ibould  dare  to  obstruct  the  work,'     The  iaUit^^^^/^'^j 
oC  TatDai  aod  his  companioDS  waa  Ihna  ott^  _^^       * 
for  the  adTanceiDent  of  the  work  and  tlie  gr^  ' 
secDrity  of   the  Jews;   aad  tbe  temple  «ts      "^ 
pletfld  on  the  third  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  ^™f 
in  the  sixth  year  of  Darias  II.      It  was  dediei'^ 
'With  great  joy  \  but  necessarily,  from  their  rednc'' 
c  ire  urn  stances,  witli  greatly  diminished  BDmplnW' 
neM;   tbe  sacrifices  being  now  onJy  100  bnllwtiv 
SOO  rams,  400  lambs,  and  12  goats   as  a  tie^W 
offering  for  the  whole  twekc  tribea,  who  were! 
tionately  remembered. 

[A.A.C.  486— 464.]-In  the  reign  of  Xentea, 
again  in  that  of  Artaxetses,  the  adversarie*  ofl 
Jews  Endeavoured  once  more  to  frnstrate  tliMi: 
'Oeedings,  and  wrote  to  the  latter  monarch  to 
his  jealousy  against  them;  pointing  ont  to  biBi! 
if  Jerusalem  should  he  reboilt  and  fortified,  the 
manicaiion  between  Coelo-Syria  and  PheniciftwwU 
at  their  pleasure  be  obstructed,  (1  Esdrai  iL)  ill 
reminding  him  of  the  rehellious  character  of  tbe  Ifi 
ID  former  times.'    They  succeeded  in  the  pi«awti^ 

'  Enatl.  1— [».  Tliort  ia  noeridenreoflheeiact  dateofthliJwS 
it  WM  probubly  In  the  third  yEKT  of  DMlus.  or  a.a.c.  %\j.  t(M|li 
Sirs  It.  It  -,  V.  1—9.  &c.l 

1 1  h«»o  followed,  In  Uie  history  of  the  opUritr,  the 
of  the  Rev.  G,  TowiUBnil  r  who  piindpally 
Df  Dr,  HkIib.    But  thl>  pottion  ol  the  scii 
in  BOfne  penileiilT.  uiil  I  un  not  rallf  satisfied  UiM  thi 
meat  hens  adopted  is  correcl.    The  ercBt  dUBeolt]'  is  ■rrin  Uif  ■» 
ceitiiint]',  which  of  the  iDDnarch>  mcDtloped  la  profane  hifdorrliM 
AhuneiDi  of  holj'  writ ;   Aityagen.  CBmbyses,   Darins  B7IH1C 
xeciea  and  Aitaiecics  have  all  heeo  Oifd  apDD.    AccanllBK  n  BE 

mponnded  of  two  Fenu^  no* 

jaJjnUyine  the  great  chief  or  rrincej  and  he  aoppoie)  it  to  lwiBl> 


^1^ 
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B,  ind  retorned  from  the  Persian  coarl  armed 
Qnthoritj  to  put  a  slop  lo  further  procoedinKI. 
i..C.  456.] — A  farourabTe  change  however  once 

ancceeded  in  the  circumstances  of  the  Jews  : 
■taged  by  which,  Ezra,  a  Levile  of  greal  piety, 
d  Babylon,  and  obtained  from  Artaxerxcg  a 
M  and  muniScenl  decree,  nith  sopplies  of  mo- 
and  additional  vessels  of  gold  and  silver,  as 
ngs  from  the  king  himself.  He  likewise  per- 
d  any  of  the  Jews  who  still  remained  captive 
am  with  Ezra  to  their  own  land;  npon  wbicb 
:  1500  males  of  Jadah  and  ilenjamin,  together 
about  270  priests  and  Levites,  offered  them- 
i;  which  with  their  women  and  children  would 
a  company  of  nearly  SOOOsools.  A  more  import- 
ithority  given  to  Ezra  at  this  time  was  that  of 
Dting  magistrates  and  governors,  acquainted 
he  law  of  God,  over  all  the  people  west  of  the 
rates,  who  were  to  teacli  the  laws  of  God  and 
log,  and  to  ponish  those  who  refused  con- 
y.' 

the  sopposition  that  the  Artaxerxes  of  Ezra 
le  Ahasuerus  of  the  bonk  of  Estljer  are  iden- 
(for  which  conclusion  forcible  reasons  may  be 
led,)  it  has  justly  been  inferred  that  Ezra  was 
raged  to  nndertakc  his  mission  to  Babylon, and 
ally  favoured  in  the  result,  by  the  circumstance 
he  queen  of  Artaxerxcs  was  then  a  Jewess.  For 
li,  the  previous  queen  of  that  monarch,  having 
publicly  disgraced,  the  nobles  counselled,  that, 

1  exact  d«tt  of  thli  decree  cBnnot  be  aacertained,  unj  more 
I  HcampBny  htm'saneriigUBd  U  the  rivet  AbBTB  an  tlie  flnt 
I  slxlb  rear  of  Uiat  momreb. 
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ID  order  to  sopply  her  place,  search  shonld  be 
throaghoutall  Ibe  dominions  of  the  king  for  the 
beautiful  and  accomplished  females ;  and  that  tbe 
one  who  most  pleased  him  shonld  become  his  con- 
aort;  upon  which  the  choice  ofArtaxerxes  fell  upon 
Esther,  called  also  Hadaasah  ;  who,  having  lost  her 
pflrenta  in  her  infancy,  had  been  adopted,  and  strielty 
educated  in  the  Jewish  faith,  bj  an  elder  cowib 
named  Mordecai,  to  whom  she  rendered  tfae  flbfr 
diencc  and  reverence  dae  to  a  father. 

[a.a.c.  453.]— Nevertheless,  during  the  elevationor 
£sther  an  event  occurred  which  threatened,  not  onlj 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  rebuilding  of  Jerusalem,  but  to 
effect  the  utter  extermination  of  the  Jews.  Tbe  oi^ 
comstances  are  briefly  as  follow. — 

Mordecai,  the  foster-parent  of  the  queen,  had  ttB- 
dored  himself  obnoxious  to  the  principal  favoarlUaf 
Arlaserxes,  named  Haman,  who,  accprdiDg  to  Jevilll 
tradition,  was  a  descendant  of  Agag,  tbe  king  of  tbf 
Amalekites,  slain  by  Samuel.  Mordecai  appears  Is 
have  been  in  fault,  having  refused  to  render  to  Hi- 
man  the  bonoars  commanded  by  his  sovereign ;  ud 
it  is  Bot  improbable  that  other  Jews  in  the  city  Sbf- 
shan,'  influenced  by  his  example,  had  likewise  sbevn 
themselves  wanting  in  deference.  Haman  at  >ll 
events  artfaliy  represented  to  the  king  the  oontimt- 
oious  and  dangerous  spirit  of  the  whole  raee,  ud 
proposed  their  utter  destruction  :  offering  htnuelf  to 
pay  a  sum  into  the  king's  treasury  equivaleot  W  tt» 
tribute  which  would  thereby  be  lost.  The  king,  niA 
the  recklessness  of  despotic  tyranny,  gittnted  Bir 
request,  and  also  excused  him  the  tribatt; 


LbTlcm  Uie  wiatrr ' 
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M^B  decree  waa  immediately  issaed  into  all  the 
-ovinces  of  the  empire,  in  the  name  and  bearing  the 
lal  of  Artaxerxea  but  dictated  by  Haman,'  in 
hioh  a  certain  day  was  appointed,  (eleven  muotba 
Dm  the  date  of  the  decree,)  whereon  it  should  be 
ivfal  for  any  to  fall  upon  the  Jewa,  and  destroy 
em  and  seize  tiieir  property. 
The  queen's  nation  was  not  as  yet  known  at  the 
nrt;  bat  bearing  of  the  aBliction  into  wbich  the 
:ws  were  plunged,  she  communicated  with  Mor- 
«ai,  through  a  coniideDlial  eunuch,  and  by  him 
u  informed  of  all  particulars,  and  urged  to  inter- 
de  with  the  king  without  delay.  Esther  upon  this 
:nt  in  to  Artaserxes  as  a  suppliant ;  who  having 
evented  her  request  with  the  assurance  that  it' 
oold  be  fulljlled  even  to  the  half  of  his  kingdom, 
B  invited  him  together  with  Haman  to  a  ban- 
let ;  in  the  course  of  which  she  informed  the  king, 
fore  Baman,  of  the  blow  aimed  at  herself  and 
Opie  through  his  malice.  Transported  with  rage, 
eking  rushed  forth,  in  the  first  inalance,  into  the 
ideat  and(iQdiag,OD  his  return  to  the  pavilion,  that 
unan,  who  had  stood  up  to  supplicate  for  his  life 
the  queen,  was  fallen  into  a  swoon  upon  the  oopcb 
I  which  she  WHS  reclined,  he  exclaimed,  "  Will  he 
rce  the  queen  also  before  me  in  the  house  ?  "  The 
Dt  was  oederstoad  by  the  officious  chamberlains, 
lio imined lately  strangled  Haman;  afler  which  his 
idy  was  suspended  on  a  gallows,  which  he  had 
nself  prepared  for  Mordecai. 

Hie  miuiHEt  of  the  prcpKntiDii  of  this  decree,  as  related  In  the 
Ok  nf  EalhET.  HI.  12— itireidenUUghly  probBble,  thU  tlic  desreei 
Crnu  *lid  Dariua  in  bcbBlt  of  the  Jewa  wore  drawn  up  byaomeof 
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to  iwaDlencl  Ifce  deem 
OvteKta  U»e  law  ciaaHeda 

coald  bM  be  il- 


(Hp-^rfAe* 


I,  ami  fcgwiJrf  iat*  tbc  proniMM  b;  ti- 
fmrnt,  ^^H^  to  thi  Jess  penaissioii  to  aatmUe 
HpM^  ■■  ttc  d«F  ippoiMtrd  forlbeir  deslraetiin, 
»  «dn<  Ifc— iltM  wHk  wns  k|:aiasi  ihoM  tU 
am^i  i^Mk  *««.  wid  le  Imke  dit  famiUei  ul 
I  ^oil.  Tbe  reiall  wn,. 
Boae  dared  lo  attack  fti 
him»i  aad  a  <«T  af  retrihatim  beio^  nrst  pertBiUd 
u  Ac  J««s  »gaiail  •■  whm  Itad  mntaced  Ihem,  He] 
■  JK  Ike  eilj  Sk«»liai).  besid«*  Oe 
I  tWf  b&nged  :  and  75,000 
I  kj  thcu  ImiMis  in  tlie  piotiMd. 
I  rttrihutian  wu  4^ 
1  ibe  odiatn  of  being  eaml- 
1  *iBdicti«c,  and  appueallr 
■a  ioMance,  Lowenr, 
!  with  tbe  properly  o(  tto 
1  witb  (hu  tremendoDB  Tw- 
w  of  Ibeir  CBemies. 

le  (he  chief  prince,  or  pni 
viiir  of  ihe  eafim,  and  nwnjr  other  Jen-s  were  fit- 
■■MdM  plaata  af  anthority  and  honoar.  And  m 
rtrftiH  war*  Ifce  emamstancca  of  litis  wonderfkl 
Avaa,  wmi  ao  ■wurestl;  was  tJie  providence  of  0*1 
«xUltttd  tfcenia.  that  maoj  of  the  gentiles  beouw 
Jaws,  aad  jewed  IhemselTeJ  to  tbe  God  of  Unti-- 
wkott«Srt»4CT«4iSwmTO  Wicw  t^v^i'itv  a  blesilx 
h>  their  fticttds  »nd  tcmUe  v>  vWu  c 
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1  of  these  extraordinary  eveoi 
the  Jewg  iDSLituled  at  tbe  time  a  feast,  which  : 
cnlled  Uie  fcitit  of  Parim,  (i.  e.  the  loti,  because  Ma- 
uiaD  had  determined  on  their  destruction  by  the  lot ; ) 
which  baa  contiDued  to  be  observed  down  to  the  prc- 
KOidayj^a  powerful  testioiony  in  conGrmation  of 
the  narrative  in  tbe  book  of  Esther;  since  no  man 
tan  show  any  other  origin  of  that  festival,  nor  any 
other  period  at  which  it  first  began  to  he  observed, 
Iban  what  is  slated  in  the  sacred  record.' 

Notwithstanding    however    (be   favour    in   which 
Jews  were  now  held  in  general,  and  the  large 
9  with  which  Esra  in  particnlai  was  armed  for 
nnovation  of  that  people  as  a  nation,  their  aflairB 
it  prosper  in  Judea.     The  power  of  the  kings  of 
'  becoming  so  much  weakened,  that 
k  ^ovinces  at  tbe  extremity  of  tbe  empire  were 
a  stale  of  injjubordination,  and  treated  the 
i  insadales  with  contempt,  when  they  were  op- 
I  to  their  interesta  or  prejudices.     Of  this  Esra 
I  ft  specimen  on  his  Journey  back  from  Babylon, 
d  expressed  his  confidence  of  tbe  protection  of 
}  strongly    before   the  king,  that   he  was 
med  afterwards    to  request  a  military    escort. 
consequently  exposed   to    frequent  danger 
R  the  hostility  of  the  inbabitants  of  Ibe  provinces 
Igfa   which  he  passed,  and   from    the    powerful 
1  of  freebooters  lliat  infested  those  c 
nX  lie  was  between  three  and  four  months  it 


dWUi  ua  whcniMvet  [he  nameot  Hamai 
UMilT  their  laUlgoBtioD  by  clapplo;  the  ba 
ft*^  Bpil  r'T'"C-  ''Letbta  memoTy  pcrlah." 
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formio^  the  expedition.  Arrived  in  Jadea,  he  fomd 
his  commission  to  appoint  governors  over  the  neigh- 
boaring  powers,  and  to  draw  subsidies  from  theiDyOf 
no  avail :  Sanballat,  a  Moabite  chief,  (as  iisapposed) 
dwelling  at  Samaria,  Tobiah,  an  Ammonite,  one  of 
the  Iring's  governors,  and  Geshem,  an  Arabiu,  ano- 
ther governor,  openly  opposed  bim ;  and  at  Inigtii 
pat  a  stop  to  the  work  of  rebailding,  by  breskiig 
down  the  wall  of  the  city  and  barning  it  with  fire. 

[a.a.c.  445.]— Among  those  Jews,  bowever,  wko 
were  raised  to  eminent  stations  in  the  coart  of  A^ 
taxerxes,  was  Nehemiah,  who  became  the  king's  cop- 
bearer.  He  was  a  man  of  great  piety  and  abiKlji 
and  having  heard  of  the  affliction  still  endared  bj 
his  brethren  at  Jernsalem,  he  obtained  of  the  kiif 
permission  to  visit  them,  and  was  also  appointed 
governor  of  Judea  for  the  period  of  his  abseneb 
Immediately  on  his  arrival  he  convened  the  prineipil 
Jews,  and  having  shewn  theui  his  aathority  from  tk 
king,  and  the  enconragement  he  had  received  fnB 
God,  he  induced  them  once  more  to  engage  Ib 
building. 

He  commenced  first  upon  the  wall;  and  findiof 
himself  menaced  by  Sanballat  and  his  allies,  be 
caused  one  half  of  the  people  to  keep  watch  witk 
arms  in  their  hands,  whilst  the  other  half  engaged 
in  the  work ;  having  weapons  also  at  hand,  which 
they  might  seize  and  join  their  comrades  with,  in  caM 
of  an  alarm.  At  night  also  one  half  kept  an  armed 
watch  over  the  work,  whilst  the  other  half  reposed 
on  the  ground  with  weapons  by  them.  Sanballit 
and  his  allies,  finding  that  he  could  not  surprise  the 
Jews,  laid  various  suares  for  the  purpose  of  asMs- 
s/uating  Nehemiah-,  \iu\.\i^  v\\«im^\^l  ^^^o^xVLliis 
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apices  were  frustrated,  and  !□  the  sliort  apace  of  fifl]'- 
two  days  the  nail  was  Rnished  and  the  gates  set  up. 
Having  thus  rebuilt  the  walls,  truly  "  in  troublous 
times,''  (as  Daniel  had  predicted  0  and  appoiuted  as 
goveruor  Ms  own  brother  Hanani,  together  with 
Hananiah,  a  son  of  Zerubbabel.  (1  Chron.  iii.  19.) 
I  Iw  teft  them  and  returned  to  UabyloD,  according  to 
^gement  willi  the  king. 

,c.  133,]— In  the  tbirty-secood  year  of  Arlax- 
Ij  Nehemiah  obtaiDcd  permission  to  visit  Jeru- 
jf  again,  and  resumed  bis  autbority  as  governor, 
hind  that  nutneroua  evtla  and  disorders  had 
1  duTiDg  his  absence.  The  proper  observance 
I  Sabbalh  had  been  greatly  neglected  ;  tlie 
:r  Jews  had  lent  money  upon  usurious  interest 
to  (heir  poorer  brethren,  and  upon  their  inability  to 
pmj  had  reduced  them  to  bondage,  disregarding  the 
jear  of  release ;  false  prophets  had  again  appeared 
among  Ihem ;  many  also  had  intermarried  with  the 
lieatbeti  nround,  and  if  they  bad  not  aolnally  set  up 
idols,  had  conformed  to  their  abominations  and  evil 
practices, —a  convincing  proof  that  their  captivity 
bad  not  cured  them  altogether  of  the  spirit  of  idol- 
atry.' These  and  similar  evils  appear  from  Malachi 
to  hate  manirested  themselves,  more  or  less,  during 
the  whole  term  thai  had  elapsed  since  the  return 
from  captivity.  From  a  hint  given  by  Nehemiali  il 
WDold  seem,  that  their  own  governors,  and  the  officers 
>ild  servants  attached  to  them,  had  oppressed  the 
ptuple;'  and  Ezra,  after  his  return  from  Babylon, 
iMd  hftd  to  contend  against  intermarriages  with  the 
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ti€Btben,and  Tor  a  while  hud  suppressed  ll 
Wlien  these  things  are  considered,  we  cease  l< 
der  at  the  slow  progress  made  toward  the  complctii 
□  r  Ihe  city,  and  the  politicul  settlemenl  of  the  Jew 
or  that  Ood  should  ha?e  been  provoked,  dnrtDg  It 
period,  not  only  to  vex  them  by  impediinenb  fn) 
their  neighbours,  bat  also  to  send  ibem  seaaODi 
dearth,  inondation,  and  other  afflictions, — as  weitt 
from  [he  prophet  was  Ihe  ease. 

God,  however,  raised  them  up,  in  Kehemtab,  ktol 
able  deliverer.  He  applied  himself  flrmi;  OO  ll 
reliirn  to  the  reformation  of  abuses,  having  not 
itpect  of  persons,  either  for  rich  or  poor.  The  Ml 
priest  had  allied  himself  to  Tobiah.  the  Ammoohi 
and  the  latter  was  actaally  located  in  lite  apartan 
of  the  priests  in  the  temple.  His  grandson  HasaM 
hud  likewise  married  a  daughter  of  Raaballat.  As 
these  and  others  of  the  chief  men,  who  were  eimn 
stanced  in  like  manner,  !;reat]y  obstructed  Nelienit 
in  his  proceedings,  holding  treasonable  corrsspM 
dence  with  Sanballat  and  the  heathen  chieftaiH 
and  would  more  than  once  have  compassed  tbeA 
struction  of  Nehemiah,  but  for  the  prudence  wtl 
which  God  endowed  him.  Nehcmiali  withoot  ««f 
mony  turned  out  Tobiah  and  his  furniture,  and  pat 
fied  the  apartnienls  he  had  occupied  ;  and  upi 
Manasseh  refusing  to  separate  from  tbe  beathea,! 
degraded  him  from  the  priesthood  and  bsniilu 
him :  upon  which  the  latter  went  to  Samaria,  ai 
promoted  the  building  of  a  rival  temple  ;  whh 
aflerwards  drew  many  of  those  Jews  to  settle  in  lb 
city,  who  desired  to  live  under  a  more  las  tyitt 
than  Ihe  Mosaic  ritual.  By  these  dctermloed  pr 
ccedlngs  against  the  more  eminent  oQcndert,  itqijL] 
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anafbemalieing  others  who  were  recusaol,  (the 
instance  recorded  of  the  ase  of  this  spiritaal  wcapoo,) 
he  chased  away  the  evil,  and  prevailed  on  them  also 
to  liberate  their  Jewish  brethren  from  slavery. 

It  contribnted  materially  to  strengthen  tbe  hands  of 
Nebemiah,  that  the  people  exprea.sed  a  desire  to 
know  the  contents  of  the  holy  scriptures,  which  had 
happily  been  preserved  during  the  captivity  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  Ezra  appointed  slated  opportii- 
aities.  in  which  he  both  read  and  expounded  Ihern.' 
By  this  means  the  people  were  more  clearly  con- 
vinced of  the  deviations  which  they  had  made  from 
tbe  holy  law.  The  services  of  the  temple  were  now 
also  regulated,  and  the  feasts  revived,  especially  the 
feaat  of  tabernacles,  which  had  not  been  so  solemnly 
lAaerved  since  the  days  of  Joshua.  He  also  en- 
fbrced  a  strict  observance  of  the  Sabbath-day,  re- 
slraining  the  people  Troni  buying  and  selling  and 
from  servile  work,  and  cansing  the  galea  fo  be  shnt 
opon  (he  previoDs  evening'  against  the  Tyriau  mer- 
chants and  pedlars,  who  were  chased  away  by  his 
guards  when  foond  haverJDg  upon  the  Sabbath  under 
tbe  walls.  Finally  he  engaged  the  people  in  a  so- 
lemn covenant  and  oath  lo  observe  the  law  of  Moses, 
and  keep  all  the  statutes  thereof;  nor  should  it  be 
oailtcd,  as  a  proof  of  the  patriotism  and  disinterest- 
edness of  this  upright  governor,  thai  he  refused  lo 
burden  (he  people  with  any  taxes  for  his  c 
tenance,  but  on  the  contrary  was  at  a  great  expense 
himself  in  order  to  maintain  others. 

■riod  Ezra  is  eonploiied 

miUtiptled  cap. 

PaiBphtBe  or  Tiirguni ; 
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Tke  pmst  history    of   this    people,  howeTer,  has 

cTiBCcd,  that  fireqaently  as   solemn  compacts  wi& 

God  ha^e  been  entered  into,  and  reforms  effected, 

thej  ha^e  only  serred  to  render  more  mtaifest  the 

romplness  and  infirmity  of  haman  nature.  No  re- 

licioos  bonds,  neither  legal  nor  political  lestnints, 

— however  excellent  in  themseWes,  or  needed  for  the 

pcotecuon  and  encooragement  of  the  righteous  po^ 

tion  of  society, — can  infuse  into  the  heart  a  relish  for 

spiritnal  things,  or  awaken  it  to  a  jnst  sense  of  iti 

eternal  interests.    Thus,  in  the  latter  part  of  Nek^ 

miah  s  government,  notwithstanding  his  contioied 

ligilance,  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  nation  wii 

far  from  satisfactory :  we  learn  from  Malachi,  thai, 

thoi^  there  was  much  of  outward  decorum,  hetit- 

lessncss,  formality,  and  gross  hypocrisy  nevertlietal 

pievailed.    Divorce  was  practised  to  a  lamentaUi 

dteut:  whilst  adultery,  perjury,  oppression,  aid 

even  sorcerr,  are  sharply  rebuked.    Yet  do  we  lean, 

from  the  same  iofallible  source,  that  there  was,  tf 

usaal.  a  rewMmmt  *'  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  spake 

tften  one  to  another,"  concerning  those  things  whid 

vert'  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  him.  (Mai.  iii.  16.) 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE   GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  HIGH  PRIESTS. 

The  Family  ofJehoiarih. 

Thb  civil  and  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the  Jews  being 
finally  settled  ander  the  government  of  Nehemiab, 
their  re-establishment  in  Palestine  may  now  be  con- 
sidered as  completed.  Their  present  condition,  how- 
ever, both  in  a  religions  and  a  political  respect, 
differed  materially  from  that  which  they  had  enjoyed 
previoQS  to  the  captivity. 

First  may  be  noticed  the  gift  of  prophecy,  which 
had  previously  been  vouchsafed  to  the  patriarchs, 
judges  and  kings,  and  even  to  the  seventy  elders, 
whilst  the  nation  remained  entire;  but  was  with- 
^ drawn  from  the  rulers  after  the  schism  of  the  ten 
tribes,  and  restricted  to  the  prophets,  who  were  at  all 
times  raised  up  among  them.  At  the  period  upon 
which  we  now  enter  that  gift  was  altogether  with- 
drawn, and  the  prophecy  and  vision  sealed  up;  there 
being  no  Urim  and  Thummim,  no  Shechinah,  nor 
any  other  manifest  token  of  the  divine  presence. 

In  the  next  place,  they  were  no  longer  an  inde- 


I  It;  ana  ii  yiei 
unto  the  kings  whom  thou  hast  set  ovel 
of  our  sins :  also  they  have  dotmnion  over 
and  over  attr  callle,  at  their  pleasure,  ani 
great  dUtrat."  (Neh.  ix.  36,  3?.) 

Thirdly,  they  were  no  longer  govern 
family  of  David.  Zernbbabel,  under  wht 
turned  from  captivily,  was  a  prince  of  t 
and  we  have  seen  that  one  of  his  Sana  wai 
joint  governor  by  Nebemiah  with  his  01 
during  the  period  of  his  return  to  Babyll 
tniah  is  also  supposed  10  have  been  of 
family,  but  without  sufficient  evidenoe. 
death  however,  no  other  governor  was  a] 
his  place;  but  a  Sanhedrin  or  council  ht 
previously  constituted  for  the  regalatioi 
siastical  matters,  under  the  presidency  q 
priest,'  the  poatifTs  gradually  assumed  tl 
of  authority  iu  civil  affairs,  and  becam 
the  governors.  * 

The  above  eircom stances,  together  witt 
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event  indicated,  render  maDifest  [hat  iLe  mass     ^^^^ 
of  the  prophecies,  which  gpeak  of  a  restoration  from  T 


captivity,   must   reFer   to   a   very   difTerenl 
things,  and  consequently  a  different  period,  from  that 
now  onder  Gonsideraiion. 

[A.A.C.  373-340.]— Jonathan,  or  Johanan,  brother 
of  tbat  Manasseh  whom  Neheniiah  banished,  had 
now  soccecded  to  the  priesthood.  Hitherto  it  had 
descended  regularly  in  the  family  of  that  Joshua 
wbo  Tetarned  with  Zerubbabet,  and  who  was  himself 
lineally  descended  from  Jehoiarib,  of  the  first  class 
appointed  by  David.  (2  Chron.  x\iv.  7.)  Bat  Ba- 
pMes,  the  prefect  of  Syria,  having  contracted  an 
intiinacy  with  Jcshaa,  another  brother  of  Johanan. 
depoaed  the  latter  and  set  up  Jeshna  in  his  place. 
Johanan  revenged  his  wrong  by  assassinating  his 
brother  Jeshna  in  the  inner  conrt  of  the  temple; 
and  Bagoses,  hastening  to  ascertain  the  fact,  was  re- 
foaed  admittance  by  the  priests.  This  afforded  him 
toojuat  an  occasion  of  severely  reflecting  npon  their 
hypocrisy  ;  wbo  scrupled  not  to  let  a  murderer  defile 
their  sacred  courts,  whilst  they  denied  entrance  to 
him  merely  because  be  was  a  Gentile.  He,  however, 
Ibreed  his  way  forward,  and  having  assured  himself 
of  tbe  deed,  punished  the  Jews  by  the  imposition  of 
a  tax  on  every  sacrifloe  they  offered. 

When  Artaxerxes  Mnemon  succeeded  ti>  the 
tiirone  of  Persia,  he  remitted  the  fine  imposed  by  Ba- 
(Mes.  Bot  Ochus,  his  successor,  being  offended 
villi  the  Jews,  for  having  aided  the  Pbi 
ii  supposed)  with  whom  be  was  at  war,  marched 
into  Judea,  captured  Jericho,  and  sent  away  part  of 
the  inhabitants  into  Egypt,  and  the  remainder  to  tbe 
coasts  of  the  Caspian  sea. 


4 


HISTORY   OF  THE  IliWS : 


laik^w^^ 


I 


[i.A.c.  339.]— JoDathan  died  in  the  ISlk^ 
Ochas,  and  was  succeeded  by  liis  son  Jaddaa;  dm- 
ing  whose  pontilicate  Alexander  Ihe  Great  vreated 
the  empire  of  Persia  from  Darius  CadomaDnai,  vIm 
had  become  its  sovereign.  Whilst  Alesander  » 
puraoing  bis  Tictorious  career,  Ihe  Jews  Tel)  nadet 
his  dispjeasnre  for  assisting  the  Tyriaos  with  rap- 
plies,  whom  he  was  besieging;  aud  he  marcbed  0| 
Jerasalem  for  the  purpose  of  taking'  vengeance  vpit 
the  inhabitaots.  Jaddaa.  bearing  of  his  approMk, 
prociaimed  a  fast;  daring  the  observance  of  whii 
he  was  directed  in  a  vision  to  go  in  his  pontifical  rote 
ai  the  bead  of  tbe  priests  and  meet  the  conqnenr. 
They  according);  went  forth  in  procession,  accoo- 
panied  by  a  mullitode  of  tbe  people  attired  ii 
and  Alexander  no  sooner  bebeld  the  pontiff,  Ihulc 
was  strock  with  awe,  and  offered  bim  religio 
ration.  Both  Greeks  and  Jews  marvelled  at  his  CM- 
duct ;  and  on  his  friend  Parmenio  inquiring  of  hia 
the  reason  of  it,  ho  declared  that  he  bad  had  a 
niarkable  dream  at  Dios,  in  which  a  man,  who 
scmbled  the  high  priest  bolh  in  person  and  haUUr 
raents,  promised  him  tbe  conquest  of  Persia,  a 
encouraged  him  lo  undertake  it.  He  now  enteni 
Jerusalem  as  a  friend,  offered  sacrilice  to  the  Gsd 
of  Israel,  and  having  promii^ed  to  Jaddua  any  pri- 
vileges which  he  might  demand  for  his  conDtrymn, 
he  only  reqnired  that  they  should  enjoy  compkit 
religious  toleration,  be  governed  by  their  own  ls»i> 
and  be  exempted  from  tribute  every  aevenlb  y«c 
when  forbidden  to  till  their  land;— a  proof  that  tl 
septennar;  Sabbaths  were  now  observed.' 
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Aiexaadcr  invited  the  Jews  to  en  list  in  his  army  ; 
upon  which  many,  heedless  of  tlie  peculiar  tempta- 
tions and  diflicalties  to  which  they,  as  Jews,  would 
beoome  exposed,  suffered  themselves  In  be  eorolled  : 
but  being  sooD  after  called  upoo  lo  assist  with  the 
other  troops  io  rebuildJBg-  the  temple  of  Belus  at 
Babylon,  (which  city  Alexander  had  made  his  head- 
quarters,)  and  refusing  to  eoroply,  Ihey  were  ordered 
to  be  compelled  by  tortures.  They  endured  Ihem 
however  with  exemplary  fortitude,  preferring  death 
rather  thati  todetile  their  consoieoce, — a  proof  that 
tlifly  had  at  length  attained  to  juster  views  of  the 
evil  of  idolatry,  and  were  nnncqoainted  with  the 
modern  latitudinarian  sophistry,  which  discerns  no 
eiil  in  giving  countenance  by  military  service  to  the 
abominations  of  heathenism  or  of  superstition.  Alex- 
ander was  struck  with  their  invincible  constancy  to 
their  religion,  and  pardoned  the  remainder;  but  dis- 
missed them  from  his  army.  He  likewise  ordered 
numerous  victims  to  be  offered  to  the  God  of  the 
Jews  on  his  own  behalf. 

Tbe  Samaritans,  observing  the  great  favour  shewn 
toward  the  .lews,  petitioned  Alexander  to  grant  them 
tte  like  immunities,  on  the  ground  that  they  also 
were  Hebrews.  Their  elaim  was  deferred,  to  allow 
Opportunity  for  inquiry;  on  which  the  Samaritans, 
ttDsible  that  investigation  of  their  claim  was  virtu- 
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v^oioo;  01  luaceaonians  m  ioeiri«m^^H 
ritans  opon  tbis  retired  to  Sbechem,  a  cilfl 
of  Mount  Geiizim,  which  they  enlarged 
dered  it  their  metropolis,  whence  the  Ji 
them  also  Sheoheniites.' 

[a,a.c.  329— 322,]— Shortly  after  this 
entirely  vanqaished  Darins,  and  pat  an' 
Persian  empire ;  and  six  years  afternardX 
self  at  Babylon.  It  is  anoecessary  for  tb 
of  this  history  to  describe  all  the  varion 
and  changes,  by  which  his  empire  was  seal 
his  death,  through  the  contentions  of  his  g 
may  sulUce  to  observe,that,  in  the  division, 
which  fell  at  first  to  the  share  of  LaoD 
wrested  from  him  hy  Ptolemy,  who  l>ecBii« 
also  of  Egypt,  Lyhia,  and  Arabia;  and  I 
Armenia,  and  the  countries  beyond  the  ! 
fell  to  Seleocos.  Between  these  two  pa 
was  frequent  warfare ;  and  as  Palestine  li 
their  dominions,  tlieir  quarrels  became  » 
a«  frequent  annoyance  to  the  Jews. 
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legiance  to  Laomedon,  Ihej  remained  fatthful  lo  his 
iDteresta  i~~a  fact  which  shews,  togelber  witL  what 
bas  just  been  related  of  them  in  regard  lo  the  temple 
of  BelDS,  tfaal  there  were  at  this  period  sumc  rajs  of 
light  emitted  froni  them  amoog  the  Gentiles.  There 
had  however  grown  np  among  Ihera,  since  the  return 
from  BabjJon,  a  strong  lendency  to  carrj  Ibeir  prio- 
ciplea  to  a  fanatical  extreme  ;  which  was  espeuially 
evinced  in  regard  to  the  observonce  of  the  Sabbalb 
rest.  For  Ptolemj  besieged  Jernaalen),  and  hap- 
pening lo  make  an  assault  upon  them  on  that  day, 
tfaey  held  it  unlawful  to  defend  themselves,  (though 
■elf'defence,  if  it  be  lawful  on  an;  other  day,  must 
needs  be  a  justifiable  work  of  necessit]'  on  the  Sab- 
bilb,)  and  the;  oonseqocnily  became  an  easy  prey 
lo  the  assailant.  Ptolemy  punished  theui  severely, 
carrying  away  100,000  captives  into  Egypt,  and  large 
nnmbers  also  iaio  Lybia  and  Cyrene;  which  shews 
bow  coriaiderably  they  had  multiplied  since  the  time 
OfNchcmiah. 

Though  God  gave  no  countenance  to  their  fanati- 
dsm,  in  regard  to  tbeir  refusal  to  lighton  the  Sabbath, 
I  bat  invariably,  upon  such  occasions,  delivered  them 
iato  the  hands  of  their  enemies ;  yet,  when  a  sound 
principle  was  concerned,  he  honoured  their  readi- 
ness to  suffer  for  it.  For  when  Ptolemy's  anger  had 
aobaided,  and  he  came  to  rellect,  he  mure  jually  appre- 
ciated their  loyalty  loLaomedoni  and  comparing  Iheir 
just  sense  of  the  sanctity  of  an  oath  with  the  deception 
UKt  recklessness  of  trulh  so  prevalent  amoog  other 
Bttllons,  be  concluded  that  they  would  prove  vhIu- 
mble  snbjecls  to  hluiself,  if  he  could  but  bind  them  )o 
bis  own  interests  in  like  manner.  He  therefore  con- 
ferred upon  them  the  same  privileges  which  Alex. 
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iB'ier  had  done,  and  then  exacted  from  them  ao  oitk 
fiI!<fziaDce:  and  findinz  his  acconot  in  their  fidelity, 
be  raised  a  corps  of  30.000  Jews,  entnuted  leTenl 
imp-jrunt  fortresses  to  their  keeping*,  aDdatleoftJk 
pUced  anbooDded  confidence  in  them. 

Sc-on  af:erthis  Palestine  again  became  the  theatre 
of  war.  ov in;  to  a  sharp  straggle  between  PtoleBy, 
Sfleacu*.  and  Antizonas,  another  of  Alezanda^B 
ceneraN  who  was  now  in  the  field;  which  termiulcd 
St  Seleacasbecominzthe  possessor  of  Palestine.  At 
en:  he  made  the  Jews  pay  an  annual  tribute  for  the 
privilezes  they  required  ;  butfindin^^  that  the  adtaa- 
iize$  i':.ey  enjoyed  in  £s:ypt  caused  a  continnal  cm^ 
:-^ci  o:  e mi  f  ration  to  flow  in  that  direction,  be  tlw 
oh  in  zed  kij  p«>Iicy  toward  them,  and,  imitating  ^ 
:.berali:y  of  Ptolemy,  granted  to  them  the  sameim- 
:uunities  in  their  own  land.  By  the  like  means  he 
K'-.coun^ed  them  to  settle  in  those  cities  of  Asia 
^li::.  r.  which  be  had  previously  colonized  with 
«.t:;^c^>  :  aniihus  in  both  directions  a  voluniarydi}- 
-  <:>:.'n  of  ;he  Jews  was  srradaally  taking  place.  But 
S.'.euca>  dyini:  soon  after.  Ptolemy  again  obtained 
;/  .«>e>$iv:'n  of  Palestine,  and  in  a  spirit  of  rivalrj 
v'.>jric\i  the  favour  of  the  Jews  with  a  larger  liberalitj 
'ihiuc'vcr:  whilst  they  rendered  to  him  Tarious  es- 
-if.uiil  services  in  return. 

The>o  oirouni stances  caused  the  Jews  to  be  much 
r.uuo  exiensively  known  among  the  Greeks ;  and 
':  ,>ue%cr  ihcy  came  to  be  despised  by  the  Gentiles  at 

A;-,".Ai'-..<  ::*.  S>r.ii::s  .  aod  Euseb.  Chron. — Here  it  may  bcmn»- 
V  .'iKsi  :^A!  t~c  era  ci  the  Se^mcida  commenced  after  the  conqaest  oi 
\\AV\'.^i\  >v  Sc*.ou.:u5.  A^^.c.  313.  The  Jews  afterwards  adopted  tat 
»-.*u:'.i'.tuV. :."  /.w  th'.serauEtil  A.n.  1040,  when,  being'  expelled  from 
.v<-.*  i»>  '-0  Cal.i'h*.  they  began  to  date  from  the  Creation;  thon^not 
v-i.:i"v'.>  i.i:oi^;nng  the  era  of  the  Seleuci»ia;. 
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period,  (which  arose  from  iLeir  moral  char- 
acter having  then  become  lamentablj  debased,)  they 
were  noir  held  in  great  estimation  for  wisdom  and 
virtae  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  those  glim< 
merings  of  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  of 
correct  philosopbj,  which  are  found  in  the  writings 
of  the  Greeks,  were  derived  from  their  intercourse 
IMid  frieodslilp  with  the  Jews,  which  grew  up  subse- 
qnent  to  the  lime  of  Alexander  the  Great.' 

Bnt  wbercsoetei  the  Jews  might  be  located,  and 
bowever  highly  esteemed,  they  did  not  forget  their 
native  land  ;  but  sent  their  contribuiions  annuall]'  to 
Jerusalem,  for  the  support  of  the  temple,  priests,  and 
Levites ;  the  latter  of  whom  do  not  appear  to  hate 
been  endowed  with  any  cities  or  territorial  posses- 
lions  after  Uie  captivity. 

Onias  had  been  succeeded,  in  the  course  of  these 
(vents,  by  bis  son  Simon,  surnamed  '  tlie  Just,'  who 
continued  to  enjoy  the  priesthood  for  about  nine 
Jmrs,  and  died  soon  after  Ptolemy  recovered  Pales- 
line.  He  became  eminent  for  his  piety  and  learning, 
ltd  greatly  promoted,  during  his  pontilicale,  the  reli- 
|loo*  welfare  of  Iho  Jews.  By  him  schools  were 
'oiiDded  in  many  places,  and  the  canon  of  inspired 
*rit  raiihcT  determined  and  completed,  according  to 
'be  form  and  number  of  books  now  preserved  and 
icLnowledged  by  the  Jews.*     He  had    a  learned  and 
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Onias  being'  still  under  age,  liis  great  | 
i  preferred  to  the  office,  i 
the  morlificalioD  of  Onias,  during  twi 
igtb  Onlas  II.  succeeded, 
(ortj-two  years ;  but  greatly  disappoint 
tations  entertained  of  him,  as  tbe  sod 
Just;  and  bv  his  excessive  and  unscrupt 
had  well  uigb  brought  the  natioo  in 
Tlic  Jews  were  now  pajiug  to  the  Grot 
Egypt  little  more  than  a  nominal  triluti 
only  to  twenty  silver  taleots  tLDDoally; 
after  it  was  collected,  was  iirst  paid 
priest.  Onias,  however,  instead  of  reioj 
regularly  consigned  It  to  his  own  ooG 
Euergetes  (who  had  now  socceeded  Pli 
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aad  parsnedtbe  same  friendly  policy  toWBrd 
Uic  Jews,)  had  forseveral  years  rcmnnstrtited  in  vitio. 
Etiergetes  al  length  resolved  to  convince  the  Jews 
that  he  woald  not  be  IriHed  with  ;  and  sent  an  olTictr 
peremptorily  to  demand  tlie  arrears,  (now  amounting 
to  480  talents,)  and  to  dct^lare  that  if  the  money  were 
nut  immediately  paid,  they  should  be  expelled  Trom 
their  conntry.  Oaias  however  was  inflexible,  and 
determined  to  resisn  his  dignity  rather  than  hin 
maney  ;  and  the  Jews  were  conscquenily  thrown  inlu 
a  state  of  great  perplexity  and  alarm.  Tbey  were 
dellTOred  out  of  it,  however,  by  the  dcxlerily  and  ad- 
ilrets  of  Joseph,  a  nephew  of  Onias,  ivho  finding  ex- 
postulation and  rebuke  thrown  away  upQn  hia  uncle, 
proceeded  to  the  Egyptian  court;  and  having  bor- 
nxred  large  sums  of  money,  for  the  twofold  parpose 
of  making  presents  and  an  imposing  figure,  he  coti- 
Mved  so  lo  ingratiate  bimself  with  the  king,  that  he 
ntnrned  in  the  capacity  of  collector  of  the  revenue 
Itt  Judea,  Samaria,  Phosnicia,  and  Coele-Syria,  hav- 
tng  ander  his  command  2000  soldiers.  He  soon  paid 
ikt  required  sura ;  and  being  afterwards  punctual  In 

tiit  remittances  beyond  all  precedent,  he  was  conti- 
■nd  in  his  lucrative  ofKce  and  his  son  after  him. 
'  Ooias  died  at  an  advanced  age,  and  was  succeeded 
kf  big  son,  Simon  the  second,  a  more  worthy  and 
liIoDS  descendant  of  his  grandfather. 
The  long  season  of  quiet,  which  had  now  been 
S  d^oyed  by  the  Jews,  had  ad'orded  opportunity  for 
{  *%rloni  rank  weeds  to  spring  up  and  luxuriate  among 
■  Qmiii,  the  evil  fruits  of  which  were  becoming  mani- 
4^1   in   Ih^  degeneracy    of    the    national     morals, 
^inperty,  however,  to   understand  their  coDdltiim, 
■one  account  must  here  be  given  of  the  aeols  and 
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zi-'^<^.  wzu'h  verr  in  existence  at  the  period  it 
«i.-.-':  wr  ir«  now  arrived,  and  of  their  origin. 

Tz-t  x-il  which  was  manifested  for  the  Lav  ii 
-:.?  :.=!•*  c:  Em  was  not  withoat  alloy.  It  boob 
z'f^  vzXT-y  ci  adheriar  to  the  simple  textudob* 
^.  :«  »<fz«e  o:  «criptare  ;  and  the  commentariei 
-V  :  ci  ::l!:«eti.  besides  being  tinged  with  theoriei- 
■    7 iii.-s-rby.  were  preseotlj  distinguished bjitri- 

-  ~z  izi  T'fniicioas  system,  called   CabhaU,  wUch, 

•  ;-:.v:^  ::•  :he  weizbtier  matters  of  the  Law,  aBOiel 
-•^t  :  v::r.  ^luchin;  to  words  and  letters  amjiticil 

«  z-  -icji.c^n  and  Qomerical  power,  whereby  any  neiF 

-;  «:-«  c-x:nc:ed  from  holy  writ  which  ingemi^ 

::  i'xziz'.'zce  coald  devise.^     A  pretence  was  Kb- 

^.>-;   «^:  u:.  ;h a;  many  things  were  taught  of  M 

-  >L-«<«.  which,  though  not  written  in  the  Law,  M 

-  >. ::  r..i:!.!?d  d.'WQ  by  tradition;  and  although iBih 
:  r^:e::ce  •:n  the  part  of  the  scribes  and  teaeiicii^ 

:■!<  .- ;  r'Ar.^-e  were  called  Tarfoms ;  the  most  andot  rf 

■      :  :  V.*:.  - .-:  s.r;  tis:  :(  Orkel.-*  en  ihe  Law,  and  JoDathasM 

■::.';;>:.■::*     Tre  f.-mer  is  referred  by  eminent  critia  ■ 

.  c-..-  7-  ■  -  - :  ■-- ;  -  r^t  .-e  nriry  :i  Christianity.  '  A  Cabbalistic  It* 

.  :■.■■■■:-   -■:  J^i/trvw.  is  also  said  by  the  Jews  to  harebe* 

:■:  :-  >i.- ;    >:=i:-  i«n  Jrchiiin  the  same  century.    TlieB* 

.    >■  .-   .i  >.-r   Ji  ..i-zfc  niAsi.-r.ary  to  the  Jews  in  the  Ea8t,diiprt> 

•  : ' :  r~- :  ■  -  T^iT  i:  cTrTairs  modem  tenns  ;sach  as  Jaffigt 

■  ■  .T  ■  -- ;s  ■:  ^cv.  ^•-t  aisixts  tbat  these  are  probably  iiltai^ 

?  .-:  A    %:.  r  iiu  .  viilst  tbe  passages  which  favoor  the Chritfi* 

r :  :.■    •    :  ■  >.  .■".  t  vr.:  m^.  he  :!:inks,be  of  an  antiquity  uniJif 

f  ■:  :: :  '.^r  .■»:=•  7_i::.'=  ::«lf.   Jewish  Intel!.  1835,  p. IIS.)  BaxMl 

.  - ■  ■■;-.>*  -: -■■  f  r  r.c.ty  alTccechcr  as  a  Jewish  work,  on  the  gro*^ 

• :  V  •.•■  --  JL."  :  iM  ::z  J  c:  ^lary  of  it*  passages :  butthisis  in  ifiBT 

;  V--  -ir.-Tt  .'■•■.;;:;■,*;  :-  /jrow  cf  it*  authenticity.    For  the  Je*i 

■..  v.:  -■:  vTr..-.*:.  wj-ii*  ceTer  have  received  such  a  work  ft* 

.  -   -  ■  .■.;■.*  ;;.v:;r    ri::>.cr  wo  aid  they  continue  to  venerate  &•* 

■-.     .-.  7  Tw.-.i'sr.u-.ci^c  they  are  aware  of  its  tendencj  topR- 

-.r  t^;:  w.'iTrzis  of  Christianity,  were  they  not  penoaicd 

■^  cv  ■ ..  "i  :■  0S5     The  jrr.-bability  therefore  is,  that  the  work  reafly 

•  M.  *  :.'.;  .",:■..■  7  s  .-f  the  purer  Cabbalistic  Jews  of  the  aj»  PR- 
.  .■  * :.'  :^i-  ,»-^  c:-.:  ci  Mi'^&iah. 
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opened  so  wide  a  door  lo  imposition,  the  alleged 
traditions  were  neyertbeleas  regarded  by  many  with 
a  profoQnd  veneration,  and  received  as  of  equal 
anthority  with  the  wriiteQ  word.  The  invenlioD  of 
the  teachers  of  this  oral  taw  was  of  itself  sufficieatly 
prodDciive;  bat  Dot  satisHed  with  Ibis,  commeota- 
Ties  were  agaio  pnt  forlb  upon  the  traditiona,'  and 
came  at  length  lo  be  regarded  with  even  greater  de- 
feKBoe  tban.the  Jaw  or  the  traditions  themselves. 

Those  who  professed  to  teach  the  oral  law  were 
called  Tanaim,  or  Tradiiionisls.  From  out  of  these, 
and  from  those  called  Ckaiidim,  or  saints,  from  their 
professing  a  superior  holiness,  arose  the  sect  of  the 
Pkariiret."    Their  founder  is  not  known  ;  but  as  they 

talTecied  a  peculiar  sanctily,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
hewas  a  man  of  devout  spirit ;  but  it  is  Ibe  tendency, 
y  experience  has  shown,  of  all  sects  which  profess 
to  lie  wise  above  what  is  written,  and  to  claim  for 

Illieiuselvcs  an  exclusive  measure  of  holiness,  speed- 
ily to  degenerate  into  formality,  hypocrisy,  fana- 
ticdiin,  and  saperstition.  Thus  the  Pharisees,  whilst 
UiAy  kept  aloof  from  heathen  idols,  were  nevertheless 
iUellcctvally  idolaters  of  the  leUer  of  the  law  ;  and 
'  la  ■  lUer  age  the  naviltten  law  was  njllectcd  and  published  ta- 
,   Mber  In  one  large  work,  colled  tbe  jlflicAna.     At  a  period  still 


;  one  coQtalnlae  the  com- 
Hi  the  Jffrvatfm  Talmud ; 

the  RahbiM  of  Oia  Kaat, 
L  thnnglit  that  these  tisdl. 
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^nniness,  tbcy  encouraged  tiienis6ffl^na 
ditions,  in  adaltery,  (divorcing  thett  wi 
moat  tritling-  offences,)  in  covetoaanesg, 
tiveness,  and  otber  transgressions  of  th 
precepts.  Yet  had  the;  many  followers :, 
nature  is  not  indisposed  to  that  retigion,  n 
same  time  Qatters  its  pride,  by  volnntsrf 
and  will-worship,  and  graliGes  its  seni 
worldliness  b;  indulgence. 

In  the  mean  nbile  the  doctrines  and  { 
of  the  Pharisaical  sects  were  not  witbont 
A  party  arose  called  Zadikim,  who  dli 
themselves  by  their  regard  for  the  genuin 
rejected  the  vBgarjes  of  the  traditionisti 
menlators.  But  among  these  also  fallei 
betrayed  the  same  tendency  to  carry  ma! 
treme,  and  an  ultra  zeal  against  traditi 
conseqaence,  which  ted  many  at  length  i 
of  the  canonical  books  of  scriptaro,  exc^ 
tatcuch  or  live  books  of  Moses.  Thia 
the  Zadikim  formed  the  &kUhcmi,  ■■  Uia 
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of  reward  or  punishmcul,  (points  which  are  not  so 
expreast;  revealed  in  the  Pentatencb  ;)  and  pro- 
ceeded, even  furtbcr,  to  deny  the  existence  of  angels 
and  spiriis,  and  ilie  exercise  of  a  particular  provi- 
dence, tenets  which  are  plainly  to  be  derived  thence. 
The  Pharisees  however  maintained  these,  and  all 
other  orthodox  tenets  :  altlioagh  they  often  neutral- 
ised them  by  their  traditions,  or  distorted  them  by  noi*  J 
tions  drawn  from  the  Persian  dcmonology. 

The  A'arnife  Jews  have  been  confounded  with  th«^ 

Sadducees  ;    bat   tbia  is  an   injnstice   done   to   the 

former,  and  proceeds  from  the  malice  of  the  modem 

Rabbinical  Jews.     The  Karaites  now  in  existence 

abhor  the  doctrines  held  by  the  Sadducees.     Thej 

more  probably  were  that  portion  of  the  Zadikim,  who 

kept  themselves  free  from  the  invenlioDS  of  the  Tra- 

ditioniats,  on  the  one  band,  and  from  the  contradic- 

b'ons  of  the  Sadducees  on  the  other  ;  and  constituted 

the  small,  but  really  orthodox,  portion  of  the  Jewish 

'       people.     They  did  not  indeed  altogether  reject  tradi- 

Hon;  but  they  denied  to  it  eijoal  authority  with  holy 

Writ.'     We  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter  of 

'      this  remarkable  people  ;  and  also  of  the  Eisenei,  an- 

,     Other  sect,  which,  even  if  it  arose  during  the  preced- 

]■     ^og  period,  made  as  yet  no  figure  in  Jewish  history. 

^1         Another   important   characteristic   of  the   present 

lieiiod  remains  to  be  noticed,  which  distinguished 

between  the  Pharisees  and  the  Sadducees :  viz.  the 

DontempI  which  the  former  entertained  for  their  hea- 

theo  protectors ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the  inclination 

Wnong  the  latter  for  Greek  cui^toms.     For  the   less 

■  Tticir  DSmc  Q^Mlp  KiEHUat  ScrifhtaHior  Teiluarii; 
On  modem  Karalles  sbj  wan  oitfioBUj'  given  to  thsin  u  ■  I 
ttCOUHt.  IFridCBUi,  Con.  vol.  II,  p.  asB.J 
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pious  of  the  Sadducees,  I'rom  the  nalara) 
of  their  principles,  fetl  into  great  laxitj'  and  indil- 
fereooe  with  respect  to  the  rigors  of  the  law;  Hnd  bj 
latitadiuarian  aeatimenls  were  gradually  pTcparir; 
tbe  mass  of  the  oalion  for  a  relapse  into  idolattj. 
In  power  and  numbers  the  Pharisees  were  at  pretenl 
the  smaller  party,  and  their  adherents  were  cbielj 
to  be  found  among  the  poorer  classes.  The  Sadds- 
cees  were  followed  by  the  more  wealthy,  who  h«d 
intercoarse  with  the  officers  of  the  Greek  troopi  in 
the  garrisoned  cities  of  Palestine,  and  with  tbeedt- 
cated  of  that  nation  in  foreign  cities;  and  to  tUi 
scctinnof  the  Sadducees  were  inclined,  tboofh  obI 
avowedly  identified  with  them,  that  targe  class,  ottB 
ranks  and  denominations,  who  oared  not  for  reljgiw 
at  all.  or  were  impatient  of  its  restrictions. 

Snob  was  the  state  of  the  nation  at  the  preMtf 
time ;  and  God  was  preparing  for  its  correction.  Om 
storm  had  already  threatened  them,  tbrongh  tbe  an- 
rice  of  Onias;  a  second  now  anexpectedly  tam. 
which  plunged  them  intocircnmstancesof  Targreatft 
trial  and  danger  than  the  fonner. 

[a.a.c.  221.]— Ptolemy  Philopaler  had  succeeded  II 
the  throne  of  Egypt,  between  whom  and  AntioebUi 
the  king  of  Syria,  a  struggle  ensued  for  the  aort* 
reignly  of  Coele-Sjria,  whereby  Palestine  agli< 
became  the  theatre  of  war.  Pbitopater  took  tb 
field  in  person,  and  came  olf  victorious ;  on  wbi*t 
the  Jews,  who  had  remained  firm  to  his  inteteM 
from  Ilieir  cities  to  congrntulateliUl- 
Philopaler.  in  return,  paid  them  a  cumplimenlu) 
visit  at  Jcmsalem,  and  offered  numeruus  saorilM) 
on  the  altar  of  Jehovah.  Alexander  and  EuetgMc) 
bad  done  the  same  before  him  ;  and  many  licaUQ 
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ptiDcea  afterwards  imitated  their  example:  but  this 
I  rrom  DO  real  coiiverainu  tu  the  Jews' religioD, 
ir  trotn  any  proper  knonledgeof  the  only  true  God; 
but  either  from  worldly  policy,  or  from  thai  excess 
of  anperstitioD  which  commonly  ioduced  tbe  heathen 
to  do  homage  at  the  shrine  of  any  deity,  whose  favour 
tliej  deemed  likely  to  be  useful. 

The  festivity,  however,  occasioned  by  the  visit  of 
Phil opater,  was  speedily  changed  into  lamentations. 
For  a  great  desire  was  excited  in  the  king  to  inspect 
tbe  interior  of  the  temple  ;  and  the  represenlation  of 
Simon  to  him,  that  not  only  foreigners,  hat  even  Jews 
themBelves  were  excluded  from  it,  unless  they  were 
priests,  only  indaroed  his  cnriosity  the  more.  He 
forced  his  way  through  the  courLi  of  the  temple  into 
tbe  edifice  ;  hut  just  as  he  was  about  to  enter  into  the 
inner  sanctuary,  he  was  seized  with  a  panie  terror, 
which  paralysed  him,  and  he  was  carried  ont  halt 
dead  by  bis  attendants.  On  being  recovered  out  of 
it,  be  fell  into  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  and  quitted  Jeru- 
Hlem  with  denunciations  of  vengeance  against  the 
>bole  Jewish  race.  . 

The  Jews  of  Alexandria  felt  the  Grst  elTects  of  hia   I 
•Mentmcnl.    By  way  of  retaliation,  he  pablished  A 
te,  opon  his  return  home,  forbidding  all  persons 
r  into  his  palace  who  did  not  sacritiee  to  the 
liWhom  he  worshipped;  whereby  the  Jews  were 
mted  from  approaching  his  tribunal,  either  to 
la  JDsIiceor  favour.     Finding  that  Ihey  patiently 
nitted  to  this,  be  next  ordered  all  the  Jews  to  be 
feded  with  an  ivy  leaf,  the  mark  of  hia  god  JJac- 
;  after  which   he  commanded  that  all  who  re- 
I  lo  be  inilialed  in  the  rites  of  Bacchus,  and 
f  to  worship  him,  should  be  degraded  from 
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the  first  to  the  lowest  dmss  of  citisens,  with  the  co»- 
5equeDt  loss  of  all  their  privileges.  To  the  honor «( 
the  Jews,  odIv  about  three  hondred,  oat  of  namf 
thousands  of  their  race  in  Alexandriay  complied  with 
the  idolatroQS  altematiTe;  and  these  were  iauM« 
diateW  excommonicated  by  the  rest,  and  held  in 
;:eucral  abhorreDce. 

Exasperated  at  their  firmness,  Philopater  now  r^ 
»al%ed  to  exterminate  them  all ;  to  effect  which  h(K^ 
rible  purpose,  he  caused  the  Jews  throughout  EgyfC 
to  be  brought  in  chains  to  Alexandria,  and  theity 
together  with  their  brethren  of  the  city,  to  be  shotap 
in  the  Hippodrome,  (a  large  space  enclosed  for  hon^ 
racing  and  other  public  sports,)  intending  to  expon 
them  to  be  trodden  under  foot  by  elephants.  On  tke 
day  appointed,  an  immense  concoarse  of  spectitflii 
assembled  to  witness  the  tragedy  ;  but  the  king,  wki 
was  a  zealous  votary  of  his  god,  having  drunk  toei- 
oe$$  the  night  before,  disappointed  the  multitode, 
and  the  Jews  were  thus  reprieved  till  the  next 
day.  Another  night  of  dissipation  produced  an- 
other day  of  respite;  during  which  the  Jews  united 
in  continual  prayer  and  supplication  to  the  Almighty. 
Nor  did  they  petition  him  in  vain.  The  king  wis 
sober  enough  to  attend  on  the  third  day ;  when  the 
elephants,  previously  made  infuriate  with  wine  and 
frankiDceDse,  attacked  the  spectators  instead  of  the 
Jews,  destroyed  great  numbers  of  them  before  tbey 
could  be  secured,  whilst  the  king  and  his  attendants 
fled  terri6ed  away. 

Philopater  was  fully  convinced  that  the  inte^ 
position  was  of  God ;  and  dreading  the  further  ven- 
geance of  heaven,  he  immediately  liberated  the  Jews, 
rescinded  his  decrees  against  them,  and  not  only  re- 
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■tond  them  to  tbeir  former  pnvilegcs,  but  gave  (hem 
others  in  addiliun.  He  likewise  permitted  them  to 
deal  with  tbeir  apostate  bretltren  as  they  pleased ; 
nbicli  license  they  sternly  availed  themselTes  of,  by 
patting  the  whole  three  hundred  to  death.  In  com- 
memoration  of  lliis  deliverance  the  Jews  of  Alexan- 
dria erected  a  pillar,  and  instituted  a  festival,  which 
vtaa  observed  for  centuries  afltr. 

[A.A.C.  S04— 170.]— This  clond  having  likewise 
passed  away,  the  lirniament  wasptesenlly  overspread 
bj  others  still  more  terriQc.  Philopatcr  dying,  left 
on  infaDl  son,  named  Epiphanes ;  and  Antiochus  the 
Great,  wbo  was  then  king  of  Syria,  took,  advanlage 
of  the  opporlnnily  to  invade  ("alestinc.  The  Jews, 
•idler  disgusted  with  the  Ploleuiies  on  account  of  the 
iNont  atrocities  in  Egypt,  and  the  prcvioas  profana- 
tioD  of  their  temple,  or  covetiog  the  superior  advan- 
tages enjoyed  by  their  brethren  of  Mesopotamia 
snder  [he  protection  of  AntiocLus,  cordially  received 
hln  into  their  cities,  and  helped  him  to  expel  the 
Egyptian  troops.  Their  desertion  of  their  former 
'  pUrons  seemed  at  hrsi  to  be  rewarded.  Antiocbns 
n*e  out  (hat  it  was  his  intention  to  restore  Jerusalem 
tfiits  ancient  splendor  and  privileges;  and  indeed 
took  measures  which  proved  him  to  be  siaeete.  He 
banted  exemption  from  taxestoall  Jews,  wbo  within 
<  fitnited  period  should  (ake  up  (heir  abode  in  Jera- 
*lleni;  and  emancipated  the  Jewish  slaves  through- 
out hia  dominions.  He  undertook  also  lo  repair  the 
Icmple  at  his  own  cost,  and  granted  an  annual  sub- 
Vid;  for  sacrifices  and  obladons. 

Uat  Ibis  gleam  of  sunshine  was  but  of  short  dura- 
tion. The  youthful  Ptolemy  Epiphanes,  having 
placed  bimself  under  the  protection  of  Itonie,  which 
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power  was  dow  rapidly  advRnciag  toward  llie' 
of  the  world,  the  senate  imperiously  ordered  AnU- 
oohus  to  restore  all  the  coun tries  he  had  wrested  froa 
him;  which  he  refasing  to  do,  tbey  declared  m 
a^inst  him;  aod  Aotiocfaus,  Ihoagh  aided  bjAiw 
oibal,  ibe  fHiADUs  CarthagiuiaD  general,  was  sbonigt 
his  possessions  in  Eorupe,  and  his  power  and  k- 
soorces  were  otherwise  so  greatly  diminished,  thll 
he  was  unahio  lo  fainl  his  muniScent  intentions  to- 
ward the  Jews.  This  first  taste  of  Roman  JDletfti- 
ence  would  not  favourably  impress  Ibem  toward  dut 
power. 

Simon  II.  died  abont  three  years  after  these  eiutli 
and  was  succeeded  by  Onias  III ;  in  the  eighth  jtii 
of  whose  poDliticale  Antioehus  was  killed  bytbelf- 
habitants  of  Etymais,  who  were  enraged  against  M 
for  having  plundered  Ibe  temple  of  Jupiter  Beloaiii 
their  cily,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  tiilUB 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  Romans. 

His  son,  Seleucus  TV.  stimulated  by  the  aamet^ 
cessity  and  example,  east  his  eye  upon  the  \uift 
Ireasores  of  the  temple  at  Jernsalein  ;  of  whieb  k 
was  secretly  informed,  and  of  the  faeility  of  sciiiKI 
them,  by  the  governor  of  the  temple,  a  miscrMll 
named  Simon,  who  having  had  a  quarrel  with  th 
high  priest,  in  which  lie  found  himself  to  beiatkl 
wrong,  took  this  malignant  and  treasonable  metbgd 
of  gratifying  bis  revenge.  Seleucus  despatched  ■■ 
officer,  named  Heliodorns,  with  a  military  foree,fer 
the  pnrpose  of  seieing  them  ;  who,  dissembliof  lb» 
real  object  of  his  miasion,  was  received  with  enf 
token  of  respect;  hot  having  at  length  inqoirtd  if 
the  high  priest  \iaitvcala.(lv  concerning  llie  treasDrr^ 
lie  privatelj    GOtnmaD\caXe&  \q  \vvia  ■Coa  vr^aaoC 
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IDQS,  and,  deaf  to  tlie  remonstraoces  of  Onias, 
inted  a  day  on  which  he  should  take  possession. 
nsalcm,  in  the  iDeantrhile,  was  filled  nith  cod- 
ation.  The  women,  girt  with  sackcloth,  ran 
y  aboot  tlie  streets ;  and  the  priests  and  Levites, 
the  inhabitaats  in  general,  engaged  in  snppli- 
D.  Hcliodoras  proceeded  to  the  temple  at  the 
appointed,  and  Torcinghis  way  into  the  treasury 
his  guards,  was  there  arrested  by  the  vision  of  a 
e  personage  seated  on  a  while  horse,  which 
a!  smote  him  down  with  his  fore  feet,  whilst  two 
angelic  beings  snourged  bim.  He  was  taken 
f  his  soldiers,  without  having  accomplished  his 
1;  and  humbly  besought  the  intercession  of 
s,  that  his  health  might  bo  restored.  The  latter 
ilied,  and  bis  prayer  tvas  heard.  The  above 
of  the  apparation  is  by  some  considered  fabn 

it  is  difficult,  however,  if  we  reject  it  allo- 
ir,  to  account  for  the  fact  of  Heliodoras  failing 
s  mission.  And  that  he  actually  was  prevented 
e  manner  related,  either  through  stratagem  or 
;le,  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of 
vitor  Simon,  who  afterwatds  accused  Onias  of 
;  the  person  who  betrayed  the  knowledge  of  this 
lire  toHeliodoTUS.und  of  having  thcd  got  up  this 
itnre  in  order  to  counteract  the  evil  conse- 
Bes  ofhis  own  garrulity.'     The  faction  of  iSimoo 

events  gave  credit  to  this  report;  and  party 
ran  so  high,  that  they  came  to  blows  with  the 
is  of  Onias,  and  many  were  killed  on  both  sides, 
his  Onias  repaired  to  Selcucus,  and  having 
«fore  him  the  whole  affair,  the  infamous  Simon 
lanished  from  Judca. 
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Oniu  boweTcr  was  destined  to  see  another,  nm 
wicked  aod  Qoprincipled  even  than  Simon,  rise  ip 
it>  tioable  both  the  natioD  and  himself:  this  was  M 
other  than  his  own  brother,  Joshaa.  Selencos  djiflg 
5':M>n  af^er  was  succeeded  by  Antiochus  Epiphtnes; 
on  which  Joshoa  repaired  to  Antiocb,  and  changing 
hi<  name  to  Ja5on.  oat  of  compliment  to  the  Gieeb, 
('fi^ately  made  Antiochus  an  offer  of  350  talents, if 
he  would  depose  his  brother  Onias  from  hu  olioei 
and  appoint  him  in  his  place.  Insnlting  as  the  scsih 
dilous  proposal  was  to  Antiochus,  Jason  appesn 
rev^rtheless  to  have  correctly  estimated  his  prii- 
oiples :  for  he  succeeded  in  procuring  the  pontifieil^ 
.\s  aI<o  the  banishment  of  Onias  to  Antioch;tk 
effect  of  whose  character  and  popularity  he  dreaded, 
it  he  were  (^rmiited  to  continue  at  Jerusalem. 

On  his  reiurn  to  Jerusalem,  Jason,  who  was  inm; 
iterately  fond  ot  Grecian  customs,  immediately  begis 
:o  incroiluoe  lb  em  amons:  the  Jews.     He  erected  i 
Gymnasium  for  public  sports  and  exercises;  fooodcd 
A  college  in  which  the  youth  were  educated  in  tk 
Grecian  literature  and  manners;  and  procured fna 
.Vntioi'hus  ihe  power  of  rewarding  those,  who  distin- 
guished themselves,  with  the  freedom  of  Antioch.  He 
sent  some  of  these  graduates  in  the  following  jearto 
the  Olyoipic  games :  and  in  order  to  propitiate  tke 
Greeks  by  a  still  further  display  of  Jewish  latitodin- 
.irianisui,  he  furnished  them  with  money  for  offerings 
to  the  Tyrian  Hercules.    The  young  disciples,  hot- 
erer,  not  beins:  yet  sufficiently  prepared  for  so  de- 
cided an  act  of  idolatry,  presented  the  money  instead 
toward  the  expenses  of  repairing  the  Tyrian  nary. 
Uut  the  defection  from  Jewish  principles   was  not 
rontined  to  the  vouth  ;  numbers  who  were  indifferent 
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Rg^n,  and  lovers  of  pleasures  more  than  lovers 
od,  gave  counlenaoce  to  tlie  ioooTatioDS  of  the 
al  usurper ;  many  even  among  tUe  prieata  be- 
;  at  bis  party,  and  preferred  ibo  exercises  of  the 
IS  to  the  services  of  the  Lord's  courts. 
It  Jason  had  a  younger  brother,  called  Meae- 
.  who  having  followed  his  esample  in  asgumin); 
eek  Dame,  was  emulous  also  of  sorpassiog  him 
'oOigacy ;  and  being  sent  by  Jasun  nilb  ibe  usaal 
lie  to  the  king,  he  boldly  olfered  to  Anlioctaus 
lie  the  sum  given  to  him  by  his  brother,  if  he 
Id  again  act  the  deposer,  and  eonfer  the  priest- 
I  upon  him.  The  shameless  tyrant  acceded  to 
request,  and  Menelau-i  relumed  to  Jerusalem 
id  «it!i  the  king's  commission;  bat  lindlng  tile 
ireols  of  Jason  indisposed  toward  himself,  he  re- 
id  his  steps  to  Ant ioch,  and  informed  the  king, 
be  and  his  followers  had  now  come  to  the  reso- 
in  of  conformiog  altogether  to  the  Greek  reltgion. 
tend  by  this  assurance,  Antiochus  gave  him  a 
tary  escort;  before  which  Jason  and  his 
I  adherents  thought  it  prudent  to  retire,  and  look 
^  among  the  Ammonites. 

enelans  immediately  proceeded  to  fulfil  his  pro- 
lo  Antiochus,  by  establishing  the  idolatrous 
liip  of  the  Syrians;  in  which  he  was  cordially 
ited  by  the  Greek  parly,  whilst  a  large  proportion 
ie  people  looked  on  with  comparative  indiCTer- 
Tbis  was  not  the  case  however  with  all : 
[h  obliged  at  present  to  cower  before  the  storm, 
he  more  virtuous  of  the  Zadikim,  and  the  Pba- 
«  generally,  viewed  these  proceedings  with  grief 
indignation  ;  which  in  the  end  greatly  tended  to 
!MC  the  influence  of  the  rabbins,  and  to  diminish 
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that  of  the  priests.    For  the  great  teacher* 
law  and  of  the  traditions  were  not  at  this  ^  ^ 
fined  to  the  priesthood,  neither  to  the  Lefiltf »   u^ 
now  that  the  more  reflecting  part  of  the  u^  .  ^ 
nessed  the  cormption  of  manners  betrayeAVf^ 
priests  in  general,  and  the  i^enal  and  sctiiM' 
means  by  which  the  pontiffs  obtained  thdr  SpilQf 
they  transferred  their  confidence  and  yenenldoft  to 
the  apparently  devout  and  certainly  moreseakiii^ 
vocates  of  Jadaism.    By  this  means  also  the  wonkip 
of  the  synagogue  spread  itself  more  over  the  cosntiji 
and  gradually  came  ander  the  control  of  the  scrita 
and  doctors  of  the  law ;  ^  whilst  those  of  the  teaehcn 
who  claimed  to  be  depositaries  and  interpreten  d 
the  oral  traditions,  acquired  an  immense  inflwM 
over  the  minds  of  their  hearers, — ^to  whom  theyto- 
came  the  casuists  and  confessors,  and  their  dictn 
was  considered  equally  authoritative  as  the  law. 
Menelaus  soon   got  into  difiicalty.      For  hsTiig 


1  These  circamstanccs  confirm  the  observations  made  in  a  1 
note,  (p.  181.)  on  the  licence  afforded  in  regard  to  the  jpropMkrf 
office ;  for  the  functions  of  prophet  and  teacher  were  so  identiM 
that  teticking  is  not  unfrequently  caJled  prophesping.  (l  Cknr.zi— iiv4 
It  also  accounts  for  the  fact  of  our  Lord  being  permitted  to  pret^ii 
the  synagogues  and  in  the  temple;  which  would  have  been  iOefrit 
and  certainly  would  have  been  prevented,  had  it  been  a  fmictioB  b^ 
longing  only  to  the  priests  or  Levites.  Psalm  Ixx.  8  showi  tttf 
synagogues  existed  previous  to  the  captivity :  but  at  that  time  po* 
bably  the  service  in  them  was  confined  simply  to  the  readbig  of  Ac 
Law;  according  to  the  observation  of  the  Apostle  James,  **tttf 
Moses  qfold  time  hath,  m  every  dtp,  them  that  preach  him,  beingraif 
in  the  synagogues  every  Sabbath  day.*'  (Acts  zv.  21.)  Wherevertti 
worshippers  were  found,  there  a  synagogue  might  be  formed ;  but  not 
with  a  less  number  :  for  they  had  a  tradition  concerning  the  difiM 
presence,  that  if  less  were  assembled  God  exclaimed,  "  WtaeiciK* 
come  I,  and  nobody  here."  Our  Lord  probably  had  this  restridka 
in  view,  when  he  made  that  encouraging  promise,  "  that  wheresoem 
two  or  three  only  should  be  gathered  together  in  his  name,  that 
would  he  be  present  in  the  midst  of  them." 


^jMke 
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to  pmy  the  tribute,  be  was  sommoned  to 
^^  to  explain;  and  from  thence  he  wrote  to 
^--^    '*  l>rotber,  Lysimacbus,  whom  he  bad  left  in 
W^^^*^^  ^f  his  afibirs  at  Jerusalem,  to  forward  to  him 
\^^  ^^  the  golden  ?essels  of  the  temple ;  by  the  sale 
J^vUob  he  paid  his  arrears,  and  had  a  large  sarplas 
lUiiog.    Bat  the  transaction  coming  to  the  know- 
^««ii»^of  the  banished  Onias,who  resided  at  Antiocb, 
/^t^  denoanced  it  to   the  other  Jews,  who  one  and 
reprobated  the  sacrilege.    In  order  to  avert  the 
which  threatened  him,  Menelaus,  in  the  ab- 
of  Antioohos,  applied  to  his  viceroy,  Andro- 
and   by  bribery  induced   him  privately   to 
irder  the  upright  but  unfortunate  Onias.     The 
and  treachery  of  this  act  excited  gene- 
abhorrence,  both  among  the  Syrians  and  Jews ; 
which  even  Antiochus  himself  was  so  much  af- 
Itfibetedy  that  on  his  return  to  his  capital,  he  caused 
=^^4bBdionicus  to  be  stripped  of  the  purple,  and  put  to 
r^'iidaathy  with  every  mark  of  infamy,  on  the  spot  where 
({..  j|he  bloody  deed  had  been  perpetrated.    But  it  was  a 
t  \^0litMry  impulse  of  virtuous  indignation  in  the  king. 
i'.:,VlM  torn  of  Menelaus  came,  and  he  was  called  on  to 
vdefend  himself;    and  seeing  no  chance  of  escape 
■..   ftom  hb  perilous  situation  but  by  bribery  and  in- 
tfigoey  he  wrote  to  Lysimacbus  for  another  supply  of 
gold;  and  he,  being  on  this  occasion  more  jealously 
watched,  was  surprised  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
^aleniy  whilst  engaged  in  packing  up  a  second  freight 
ti  Talaables,  and  notwithstanding  he  was  surrounded 
by  foldiers,  was  slain  in  the  treasury.    At  the  time 
appointed  for  the  trial  of  Menelaus,  the  Jews  deputed 
three  of  the  most  respectable  members  of  their  San- 
hedrim to  repair  to  Tyre,  where  the  cause  was  heard. 


^.--is:ai:i:  x.-  i.i«:  :r  io.:*ij_2i  Mcaelaas,  The  caie 
¥  ^  -  '-  i.-  ..1  •vi  u:  ::  -^  ?  ;*-  :ties,  thai  Menelau 
T-^  :•  1  ■  ir-tr:  -it  ±2T::.:ixf.  b^izz  at  this  crisii 
.:.:  i-iLfi  :•'  -jti  ;r:a:-«  ::  a  bribe,  tendered  him 
:::- u-;.!  i  ii' :*irzi  "fi:ci  Mec-slsas  had  iecaied, 
^ ;^  -.»-  :ii;«i^x  -:  riTtTfexia:  he  had  doDe,  ud 
:^  ;  iLZiiJZ  Jrt  z'l  -  7  >f  sttfiiaxi,  pat  the  three  iono- 
•:.  ;•:':  r:t-*  -.  ieiu  Ti*  TTri.iiis  shoved  their 
--:•<•  ji  J-:  -^-fi--  :;  r.-.zz  :o  the  bodies  of  the 
zi.-:'.-r--:  ;::ri;ri:rs  iz  j';-;i-a&le  baria). 

-  .i  :   : '    "—V  :•-■:  Li-f  z-ixs  ci  thi*  tragedv  reach- 

.:.;  -":ria.;.«iai.  :   :i:^--i-:i  izd  despair  seiiedopua 

;..    «  :.j    v*i-:    f;   -Tj^-irs  :;•  iheir  couotn.    Thej 

■ :  V  1.  T  .-MST-f"*  ;  -1?"  "^er:?  i:  the  mercy  of  abu- 

;  at«  — u-:?.    w : :  T^^ririM  Eciiher  the  priacipla 

x.>C':::.  2t:f  .: ;  :_::a:e*  ::'  hoaanity,  mhen  Ihdr 

n   -c.iTjj    -•-■•- -7  i-'.-^rfire-:.     Nc-r  were  their  ip- 

.i-^u-:  :.-,•.:?  *■-"_: .  i:  ■":  izii*j:a.    A  report  soon  aftei 

.  0    : :.-  i:     :.:  .:  Xz':  >;i;?.  »!:?  ^as  carrying  on  a 

*    -     -:    :  f^-::.  :  :  :  li-^ez  bfr'.re  iLe wallsof  Alexr 

..!.:    ;.     '-..'.:     '-?  ::i:i:zz  :lf  Acimonites.  Jasoa. 

:■    i->-    :.-;••:-::   :     iii  ;:i::i:i:e.  conceiviD^  ii  a 

.    ;•:  -; : . ;     :  :■.  •' :  z . "7  :\ :  :tc :  ^  crinz  the  office,  ka»- 

.  :.■:    .    ^ :-i.yi.:z.  s:'.!  1 :  .rusacd  determiced  fo^- 

*  ; -^     ;::    :■:     .;    .:z-:i  ty    :  is   adherents  in  the 

. -. :  ■    ". i..  iij  ::•  rture  wiiLin  i!ie  citadel. 

r..    : -' I."  :c  ::i.:  \.:".::«::-5.  instead  of  being  deal 

».-      :      ::.r;    -':■:;    ^iT-salcm  wiih  an  ariuv.  he 

; ,  ■:  :   ■  .■:    1 : :.  ->  -zit::zz  :"::«m  city  to  cily.  perished 

:•.    :  i.v  :.;i  •■  :;:j~e'ine55. 

". :  .   ,'  .  :  .:  -    -  =  Az:i:caas  heard  ibe  report  of  hiJ 

.-.i.:.  .■.-•.:  .  ii:2£  been  informed  that  there  had 

..-..•   .. . -.v .  r >::j:. : =<  if  j jv  among  the  Jew s  on  the 
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Mws  of  it,  he  came  to  Jerasalem  in  a  state  of  furioas 
ll^asperatioii ;  and  the  gates  being  thrown  open  to 
t/tm  by  the  partisans  of  Menelaas,  he  gave  ap  the 
11^  totliree  days' slaughter  and  pillage,  daring  which 
jfeHar  thoasand  persons  were  massacred,  and  an  equal 
nmber  sold  into  slavery.  The  infamous  Menelaus 
Pwaatf  conducted  him  into  the  temple ;  where  he 
P||to  completed  the  plunder  already  commenced  by 
iPa  pontiff,  and  then  departed  for  Antioch  in  triumph. 
^^NEUioii  after  this,  having  been  sternly  forbidden  by 
|be  Romans  to  pursue  further  hostilities  in  Egypt, 
jpid  this  under  circumstances  exceedingly  galling 
liis  pride,  the  Jews  experienced  the  effects  of  his 

iication.    He  sent  forward  his  general  Apollo- 

with  an  army  of  22,000  men,  who,  concealing 
designs,  and  being  quietly  admitted  into  Jerusa- 

remained  inactive  until  the  ensuing  sabbath ; 
which  day,  suddenly  falling  upon  the  Jews  whilst 
liqpaged  in  worship  or  repose,  he  slew  all  whom  he 
Unild  find,  andy  seizing  the  women  and  children,  sold 
jAmm  into  captivity.  He  next  gave  up  the  city  again 
Iftrpillage;  after  which  he  set  it  on  fire  and  broke 
n  its  walls.    The  temple,  whether  by  design,  or 

its  insulated  situation,  escaped  the  flames  ;  but 
Jqjiollonius  with  the  ruins  of  the  city  erected  a  large 
jftttress,  called  Aora,  upon  an  eminence  which  over- 
ItDked  it;  from  whence  if  any  were  seen  peeping 
fcirth  from  their  hiding-places,  or  approaching  the 
ItoOred  precincts  for  devotion,  they  were  immediately 
Mt  upon  and  massacred. 

The  rage  of  their  persecutor  was  not  yet  satisfied, 
■ad  in  order  that  the  Jews  in  the  other  parts  of  Pales- 
Use,  and  throughout  his  dominions,  might  feel  the 
effects  of  it,  he  next  year  resolved  entirely  to  sup- 
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|irc9s  their  woraiiip.  For  tbifi  purpose  he  Usned  i 
decree,  reqniriDK  from  all  his  subjects  confomit]  ii 
the  Greek  re1i|[iaD  ;  and  commissioners  were  tto] 
where  appointed  to  see  it  carried  into  exeeation. 

Atheneaa,  a  rancorous  eoemy  of  the  Jewt.  u 
well  acquainted  with  their  ouatoms,  was  the  the 
lioner  appointed  for  Judea.  Uc  commeDM 
by  dedicating  the  temple  at  Jerusalem  to  JapU 
Olympiaa,  whose  statue  was  erected  od  the  altu< 
bamt-olTerJDg;.  On  account  of  the  commaiid  agiii 
swiaes'  Desh,  a  great  sow  was  offered  up  in  SBedfiei 
the  flesh  of  which  was  boiled  and  the  broth  (priiikll 
ahont,  in  order  to  defile  the  temple  in  Jewish  eitiw 
Altars  and  images  were  set  up  in  the  stretui 
Jerusalem  and  in  the  cities  of  Judea,  at  whlcli  Ik 
people  were  eompelled  to  offer  sacrifice  of  {oMUH 
meats,  or  to  sufler  death.  CircumcisioD  was  sltMl 
forbidden,  or  any  other  observance  of  the  MMj 
ritual.  Some  women  who  were  discovered  WU 
circumcised  their  infnnts  were  paraded  i 
cit]-  with  their  children  suspended  by  the  lepfl 
their  Decks,  and  then  thrown  over  the  baltleoH 
llie  castle.  All  the  copies  of  the  Jaw  were  re^d 
io  be  (liven  up,  and  were  publicly  burnt ;  and  wl 
ever  was  detected  in  concealing  one  was  pa 
To  crown  all,  the  feast  of  the  Bacchanalia, 
tiousncss  and  profligacy  of  which  shocked  e< 
Romans,  was  subslituEed  for  the  feast  of  Ti| 
cics  ;  and  the  Jews  were  forced  to  join  ii 

The  Greeic  party  not  only  conformed  iu  tl 
minations,   hut  malignantly   informed    i 
coiinirymon  who  were  recusant,  and  otb 
the  commissioners;  which  too  clearly  beta 
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wMnd  the  plausible  pretexts,  put  forth  to  justify 
heir  earlier  and  less  culpable  lnn»vRtions,tberewaa  a 
enven  of  iiifiilelit]'  concealed,  preparing  them  to  rush 
nto  any  extreme  of  irreligion,  Of  the  others,  ho w- 
wer,  many  preferred  to  suffer  marljrdom,  rather 
iban  coDform  to  the  idolatrous  tests :  the  majority  of 
vhoin  withdrew  to  the  caves  and  faiitnesses  of  Judea, 
[the  nsaat  rcfnge  of  the  ualion  in  geasons  of  extre- 
Bttlj,)  and  there  in  secret  still  worshipped  the  God 
dC  tbeir  fathers.  A  thousand  of  lliese  vtere  surprised 
1^  Philip,  the  Kovernor  of  the  province,  in  a  large 
iMTCin  near  to  Jerusalem,  engaged  in  worship  on  Ibe 
Babbatb  day.  More  disposed  to  clemency  than  his 
lUlovs.  he  promised  them  life  if  they  would  apos- 
tetixe;  but  emboldened,  ratber  tbnn  intimidated,  by 
Ibe  sense  of  danger,  they  assembled  again  on  the  fol- 
ttOVing  Sabbath,  and  suffered  themselves  to  be  sur- 
jhwinded  by  Philip  and  cut  to  pieces. 
(^  Antiochns,  finding  that  many  of  the  Jens  still  con- 
■BSBed  Arm,  came  himself  to  Jerusalem,  for  the  pur- 
'  directing  the  persecution  with  increased 
"is  first  victim  whs  Eleazar,  a  scribe  of  true 
)  had  attained  to  the  great  age  of  ninety 
tod  by  whose  example  many  had  becnstrenglh- 
ndure.  He  was  brought  forth  upon  a  puii- 
,  in  order  to  be  compelled  to 
t  thoagh  it  was  thrust  into  his  mouth,  he 
(ely  refused  to  swallow  it.  The  soldiers  who 
e  nbout  him,  with  a  feeling  of  commiseraiion, 
'"gltested  that  he  might  eat  publicly  some  other  food 
n  providing,  and  thus  salisly  the  king;  hat 
>  VPaerablc  martyr  gave  them  meekly  to  under- 
,  that  the  example  to  his  brethren  wuuld  be 
J  caluulatod  to  stumble  them,  and  Ibe  dissimu- 
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Ltjun  Equally  oulpable  before  God  ;  apon  itiAH 
was  led  away  to  execution,  the  saldieH,«h° 
bad  pitied,  now  upbraiding  bim  for  pndeinl<li^ 
botnness.    He  died  declaring  his  fearorCoii'" 
his  williDgness  (o  saflcr  fur  his  Dame's  sake. 

Another  iaslance  of  sulTering  was  the  W^' 
respectable  female  and  her  seven  sons,  k^i*  *^^u-raW°"!ij 
broaght  before  the  king  himself,  and  in  thep^^'T.Xta.t^^ 
of  each  other  Buccessively  pot  to  the  torture>' 
to  iodace  Ihem  to   apostatize,      But  the;   t 
with  great  constancy,  cnconraging  each  oi-**     , 
exhorted  by  their  mother,  who  was  herself     ^ 

iBt  suffered.      Tlic  words  put       ._    ...   . 

lese  niartjrs  by  the  author  of  the  book  or    ^_^. 
bees,  whether  actually  spoken  by  them  or  n*^^^-^^ 
to  throw  light  upon  the  theology  of  the 
tural  Jews,  and  is  of  a  saiisfactorjr  character"'^  ^^ 
acknowledged  that  the  transgressions  of  ihci    "^wrt  «" 
had    juatly     provoked    these  sofferings  ;— ll^^     (t*tW 
pressed  their  conviction  that  God  had  ""* 


in*- 


not  forsaken  the  nation,  but  would  presenilj^       «V*^ 
pose  and  punish  their  persecutors  ;— and  tha»  "'^jji  i*'' 
g  of  the  world,  and  woolr*  ^jj.nl'^ 


**. 


events  he  was 

tliose  who  sulTered  for  him  to  the  oojoymen*^ 

glorious  resarrectioa  hereafter,' 

Of  the  other  nations  under  the  dominion  of* 
ochus,  whose  religious  liberty  was  affected  t 
f    decree  of  conformity,  the  Persians  and  the  S^*^ 
tans  were  the  principal.    The  formei  ToslstedC'' 
gave  Aniiochus  no  little  trouble.    The  Samai-^"  ^u| 
acted  with  their  nsual  duplicity  i  and  althouj^  — 

the  lime  of  Alexander,  they  had  declared 

^^:^^  martTTB  nmnaf ' 
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,  and  of  the  same  worship  with  the  Jews,  in 
obtain  the  same  privileges ;  they  now  sent 
to  assure  Antiochus  that  they  were  Ca- 
3d  of  their  readiness  to  dedicate  their  tern- 
[oant  Gerizim  to  Jupiter  Xenius;  which 
)rdingly  did.  These,  and  similar  acts  of 
in  that  people,  caused  the  animosity  toward 
asioned  by  their  conduct  on  the  return  from 
to  settle  down  into  an  invincible  antipathy, 
)  rise  to  the  following  proverb  among  the 
Two  nations  my  heart  abhorreth  :  they  that 

the  mountain  of  Samaria,  and  they  that 
ong  the  Philistines."  (Eccles.  1. 25.) 
167.]  But  the  groans  and  the  prayers  of 
vForshippers  of  God  were  not  disregarded, 
rerance  was  now  at  band.  Proceeding  in 
ation  of  the  king's  decree,  Apelles,  one  of 
lissioners,  arrived  at  Modin,  (the  modern 
I  small  town  on  an  eminence  near  the  sea 
1  the  native  place  of  an  aged  priest,  named 
IS,  who  had  retired  thither  from  the  storm, 
ivith  his  family.  The  inhabitants  being  as- 
3y  Apelles,  and  required  to  conform  to  the 
ligion  by  sacrilQce,  a  Jew  stepped  forward  at 
ation  in  order  to  set  the  example.    Moved 

of  God,  Mattathias,  like  another  Phineas, 
struck  him  dead ;  and  his  sons,  at  the  same 
eking  Apelles  and  his  followers,  slew  them 
then  pulled  down  the  idolatrous  altar.  A 
d  of  witnesses  for  God  immediately  gathered 
}  venerable  leader,  with  whom,  not  deeming 
t  to  remain  in  Modin,  he  retired  to  the  de- 
ere  a  number  of  other  Jews  soon  flocked  to 
ard.    But  a  serious  disaster  damped  their 


i 
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lint  pioeeediD^  The  troops  of  Aatioehu  panoiii, 
attacked  a  detachment  of  his  little  annj  on  the  a^ 
hath ;  and  their  principles  not  allowiii|rthcB  toMii 
on  that  day,  they  were  all  massacred.  Upta  tyi 
Mattathias  held  a  coandl,  at  which  tte  piopiii^iil 
defending  themselTcs  on  the  sabbath  was  diMMid; 
when  perceiving  that  God  had  never  interpoied  ii 
their  behalf  when  they  refraioed,  tbey  came  to  lb 
determination,  that  though  they  woald  not  attack  m 
that  day,  they  woald  stand  apon  the  defensire. 

The  fint  object  of  Mattathias  and  his  followeniai 
not  so  moch  the  destniction  of  the  Syrians,  as  tki 
restoration  of  the  worship  of  God  and  the  paniskaMl 
of  the  apostates.  Wherever  he  fell  aponadty,hi 
pat  to  death  the  leaders  of  the  Greek  faction,'  paliii 
down  the  idolatrous  altars  and  images,  caused  all  tli 
males  to  be  circumcised,  reopened  the  synagogue 
and  hsTing  recovered  a  few  copies  of  the  lAW,hi 
caused  nameroas  transcripts  to  be  made,  with  whieh 
th^  towns  were  supplied.  By  these  proceedings  k 
struck  terror  into  bis  adversaries  both  Jewish  aii 
Syrim :  so  that  whichsoever  way  he  turned,  the  citici 
opened  their  gates  to  him,  or  were  speedily  takes  bj 
.ivMLUi:.  Bat  the  age  and  infirmities  of  Mattathiai 
sdnk  ucder  the  toils  and  excitement  of  the  crisis; 
.13x1  he  died  in  the  following  year  much  lamented, 
And  wds  buried  with  ^reat  solemnity  in  the  sepolcks 
s  t*  his  ancestors  at  Modin. 

On  (rerv-eiving  his  departure  to  be  at  hand,  and 
::u:  bis  third  son,  Judas,  had  given  indications  of 
su^xrior  mUitarv  skill  and  prudence,  he  nominated 

".:  wTk*  Tr,vM»  Ji:  :iis  liire  that  another  pro\erti  obtained  uam 
•>s-  .'c*-?.-  -  •  OiT^<xi  i<  -e  tiu:  eafeth  swine's  flesh  and  teechethkis 
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to  sncoeed  him  in  the  command,  enjoining  his  | 

4 


brethren  to  obey  him,  and  to  malie  God  their  fear. 
His  elder  brothers,  Jonathan  and  Simon,  in  a  spirit 
of  disinterested  palrioliam  and  piety,  willingly  sub- 
mitted ;  consequently  Judas,  afterwards  called  Mae- 
raiau,  assnmed  the  command.' 

From  the  foneral  of  his  father  Jadas  hastened  with 
his  forces,  now  amoanling  to  6000  men,  to  meet 
Apollonins,  tlje  king's  general,  who  was  advancing 
with  a  Qumeroas  army ;  and  notwithstanding  (he 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  he  immediately  gave 
battle,  entirely  defeated  and  killed  ApoUonius,  and 
CBptnred  all  the  military  baggnge  and  arms  of  the 
Bfrians, — a  supply  which  was  specially  needed  at 
tbii  juncture.  This  exploit  was  soon  after  followed 
bf  tbe  defeat  of  Seron,  the  governor  of  Coele-Syria, 
who  was  also  left  dead  upon  tbe  field  of  battle  with 
loo  of  his  troops. 
!  Antiocbus  was  prevented  himself  from  coming 
(gainst  the  Jews,  by  the  insurrection  which  his  de- 
Bfee  of  conroTmily  bad  caused  among  the  Persians; 
and  considering  his  presence  to  be  more  urgently  re- 
qtlired  among  them,  he  conlented  himself  with  de- 
puting a  nobleman  named  Lyaias  to  tbe  government 
of  Syria  in  his  absence,  directing  him  to  talie  vigor- 
ous measares  for  the  extermination  of  the  Jews. 
Lysias  drew  together  an  army  of  40,000  infantry  and 
7000  cavalry,  whom  he  placed  under  the  command  of 
Ibree  experienced  officers,  Ninanor,  Ptolemy,  and 
GorgiasT  "bo  advanced  into  the  plains  of  Emmaus; 

riCDilea  'lilt  Aunncrtr.'  Othen  Uerlve  tbe  aune  from  llicabbre- 
JUknoA .' — "  Who  in  like  ontn  Tbee  among  the  godi,  O  JthovBli :  " 
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their  nombers  beiog  inoreased  aa  tfaey  proceeded. hf 
variOQS  auxiliaries,  aod  especially  by  apostate  Jew) 
Jadas,  on  hearing  of  llieir  arrival,  convened  aJt  M 
followers  to  Mizpeli,  where  they  observed  a  soleon 
fast  with  aupplicalioD.  Having  given  permissioF  to 
those  who  had  married  or  betrothed  wives  to  de^. 
and  also  to  the  timid,  numbers  took  advantage  of  ll, 
until  tho  force  of  Judas  was  reduced  to  3000  men,' 
but  with  these,  encoo raging  themselves  in  God,  be 
iioldly  moved  forward  and  took  up  a  position  od  to 
south  or  Enimaus.  On  the  following  night  Gorpu 
was  detached  with  a  body  of  6000  horse  and  foot  for 
the  purpose  of  surprizing  him  ;  but  Judas,  baiiDE 
gnined  iDtelligence  of  the  movement,  made  a  ividi 
circuit,  and  passing  the  forces  of  Gorgtas  wilhoat 
being  perceived,  sarprized  the  main  body,  who  neie 
lying  securely  in  the  plain,  slew  3000  of  them,  ud 
completely  routed  the  whole.  The  next  moniiQ 
Gorgias,  retarning  from  his  fruitless  enterprise,  wiUi 
his  men  dispirited  and  weary,  found  to  his  disoiij 
the  army  dispersed,  the  camp  in  flames,  and  the  troopi 
of  Judas,  who  had  been  restrained  both  from  pur- 
suit and  plunder,  drawn  np  in  readiness  to  roceifi 
him ;  upon  which  his  men  likewise  took  to  (light.  A 
large  body  of  slave-dealers  had  followed  the  eneny'i 
camp,  in  full  confidence  that  the  Jews  must  be  de- 
feated, and  that  there  would  presently  be  nttmerou 
captives  for  sale.  Jndas  took  them  all  prisoners  and 
sold  them  into  slavery  instead;  and  having  now  de- 
spoiled the  camp,  and  thereby  acquired  another  se*- 
sonable  supply  of  arms  and  treasure,  be  returned  U 
Mizpeh,  and  observed  a  solemn  thanksgiving. 

Anxious  to  wipe  out  the  disgrace  of  this  def^ 
Lysias   collected    together  the  scattered    force*  of 
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Inuor,  and  having'  increased  them  to  65,000  men, 
himselflook  (he  field  in  the  folloviiig  year,  fiat  he 
was  complctelj  overthrown  at  Bethsura  by  Jndas 
(whose  forcea  now  amounted  to  ]0,000  men)  with  the 
loss  of  five  thoDsand  in  killed. 

AsLysias  retired  after  this  defeat  to  Antioch.Jadaai  j 
avaited  himself  of  the  reapltc  it  afforded  him  to 
cleanse  and  repair  the  temple  of  Jeraitalem.  He 
rebuilt  also  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  hating  placed 
t  Strang  (carrison  in  it,  in  order  to  overawe  the  enemy 
in  the  fort  of  Acra,  he  finally  re-opened  the  temple 
tot  the  worship  of  God,  three  years  after  it  had  been 
profoned  by  Antlocbos.  Thia  event  was  afterward) 
anniially  celebrated  hy  a  solemn  festival.' 

ADtio«hns,  hearing  of  these  serious  disasters,  has- 
tmed  out  of  Persia,  raging  like  a  wild  beast,  and 
Towing  that  he  would  make  Jndea  one  vast  cemetery, 
Be  was  iHken  ill  however  on  the  road,  and  died  at  a 
ima]!  town  called  Paretacenc,  his  body  having  been 
tfllicted  by  a  painful  and  oflensive  ulcer,  which  bred 
voraia ;  and  his  mind  being  agitated  by  remorse — for 
hia  outrages  on  the  Persian  (emples,  says  Polybins; 
•—for  his  horrible  barbarities  and  sacrilege  in  Jndea, 
Ntf  the  aathors  of  the  Books  of  the  Maccabees. 

[a.a,c,  1C4.]  The  surrounding  nations  and  cities 
were  irritated  against  the  Jews,  on  account  of  the 
■nunber  of  relatives  and  friends  who  had  fallen  be- 
fon  the  soldiers  of  Jndas  ;  and  from  this  period  an 
unfavourable  change  took  place  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  heathen  powers  of  the  Syrian  empire  toward 

■v«11til.    Some  make  tha  profuiBtion  to  have  occnrml  A^.a.  170, 
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them.     Timotheus  snd  Baccbidesi  tha^    ^^    ' 


EpiphHi 


!  readily  joined  by  tbw 


HDd   IdDineans  for  llie  parpose  of  op*^^^^'>!(|^^ 
Jews;    and  the  iDbabitaots  of  Galilee,    "^  ^W^^ 
cities  of  Tyre,  Sidon,  and  PtolEmaia.  likV 
derated  against  them.     Judas  botvetei   .  .,^, 

he  divided  bia  forces,  and  dcspatcbiDg     "''imi^i 
Simon  witli  30O0  men  into  Galilee,  lie  Aepfxllu-t 
self  with  BOOO  agaiast  Timotheus.     Botb  ^'niat 
were  fafoured  witli  success:  Simon  drove  'iiiMV ^•-^    .^, 
to  the  gates  of  Piolemais.  leaving  3000  of  UitfflW  »»»'*  .^^^^1 
upon  the  field:  whilal  Timotheus,  in  one  binlt^ 
Judas,  tost  8000  neu ;  and  in  another  Sl.DaU  V» 
slain,  ohieOy  Idumeans:  whose  incursioog  JudaitP 
srtained   by   fortifying    Betbaura   on    their  frosted 
Tiniolheus  fled  to  Gaza,  which  Judas  took  by  lUnBi 
and  slew  Timotheus;  and  likewise  bnmt  soiiic,vtl 
bad  blasphemed  the  God  of  Israel  from  the  walk 

Antiochus  Eupator  next  took  the  Held  bimeelf  vili 
iiD  immense  force,  consisting  of  100,000  foot,  30^ 
borse,  and  32  elephants;  and  invading  JudeabjUt 
side  of  the  Idumeans,  invested  Bethsara.  JnduMi 
lacked  bim  in  the  night,  and  killing  4000  of  hiini^ 
drew  off  at  day-break  without  the  loss  of  one  mult 
his  own  troops.  He  also  attacked  bim  by  day,  wbn 
his  men  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  rushing  apo> 
the  elephants,  and  by  terrifying  Ihom  turned  tkM 
upon  their  own  troops.  One  man  oat  his  wav  throagk 
the  enemy  to  an  elephant,  on  which  he  supposed  As- 
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ttochns  to  be  seEkled,  and,  stooping  under  tlio  asima,!, 
subbed  it  JD  the  belly,  and  auRered  himself  to  be 
crnabed  under  its  falling  weight. 

Bnt  Ibe  Jews  were  not  without  reversea.  Tbe 
jonthful  brothers  of  Judas,  Joseph  and  Azariah,  had 
o  left  b;  him  at  head  quarters,  when  he  attaobed 
Ibe  Idameaos,  with  strict  injunctions  not  to  engage 
the  eneruj ;  but  being  excited  bji  the  successes  of  their 
Itrethren, and  anxious  to  distiDgQish  themselves,  they 
marched  and  attacked  the  enemy  at  Jamoia.  and  were 
repulsed  by  Gargias  with  the  loss  of  2000  men.  Nei- 
Iber  ooatd  Judas  succeed  in  relieving  Belbsura 
against  ihc  immense  forces  of  Eupator.  The  garrisoa 
tlierefarc  capitulated  from  tlie  want  of  provisions ; 
but  obtained  favourable  terms:  which  terms  however 
were  immediately  violated  by  the  faitbtess  Syrian, 
with  tbe  single  ezceptioQ  of  sparing  the  lives  of  the 
garrison,  whom  he  turned  naked  out  of  the  gates. 
Be  next  invested  Jerusalem,  which  was  also  in  want 
of  provisions,  and  by  means  of  bis  garrison  in  Acra 
greatly  annoyed  and  slraileoed  the  inhabitants;  but 
b«Ming  thai  Philip,  who  had  been  his  guardian  dor- 
fog  his  minority,  had  during  his  absence  seized  the 
throae,  he  gave  peace  to  the  Jews  on  advantageous 
lemu,  and  marched  against  the  usurper.  Previous, 
bowoTer,  to  his  departure,  he  by  another  act  of  perlidy 
obtained  entrance  into  Jerusalem,  and  again  demu- 
li«hed  tbe  forlifi cations. 

Tbe  mortiflcation  of  the  Jews  at  tbe  demolition  of 
their  bulwarks  was  somewhat  oounterhalanced  by 
witnessing  Ihc  signal  retribution  which  overlook 
Henelaus,  the  infamous  high  priest,  who  was  in  the 
noort  of  Gupator  at  this  time.  He  endeavoured  to 
li'cjudice  the  mind  of  the  king  against  the  Jews,  i 
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tbe  hope  of  seltiog  himself  appoialed  go^emorio 
room  of  Judas:  bot  Lysias,  foreaeeiog  that  if  Ih 
kin^  yicldec!  there  would  atill  be  no  pcace.opentj 
accused  MeoetaQS  as  the  oathor  of  all  the  uoublei; 
upon  which  Bapator,  withoat  further  cerenMnf,  or- 
dered falm  for esecuiion.  There  waa  Deverlbdtsi no 
chaoKC  for  the  better  as  regarded  Ibo  poDtiBcals;  ten 
by  the  iotereit  of  Lysias  one  Alcimus,  of  IheGtock 
facttoD,  and  as  proHigate  a  person  aa  hia  predMfMoi, 
was  naminated  to  the  office. 

UpoD  the  appointment  of  Alcimus,  Onias,  tbc  m 
of  that  Ontas  who  was  murdered  at  Antiocb,  bopelew 
of  obtaiaJng  his  hereditary  right,  withdrew  to  Egypt, 
where  he  was  so  favourably  received,  not  only  bj  A* 
Jews  of  Alexandria,  but  by  Plolemy  Pbilopatertri 
bis  queen,  that  hcobtaioed  perraission  to  erect  a 
pie  there,  and  Alexandria  soon  witnessed  wilhiaiU 
walls  a  magDificenl  Jewish  sanctuary.  The  Jevtii 
Palestine  were  not  indeed  without  some  Jealauif  <i 
this  temple,  considering  it  a  rival  to  the  sanctuary  It 
Jerusalem,  and  a  means  of  diminishing  the  ntmiW 
of  offerings  to  the  latter;  and  some  of  the  moreBCi 
pulons  Egyptian  Jews  considered  it  unlawful  to  el 
a  sanctuary  anywhere  but  on  Mount  Moriab,  OniH 
however  silenced  them  by  ingeniously  accommoilatist 
Isaiah  xix.  18—22  to  the  circumstances  of  Egypt*) 
that  time.  It  is  further  worthy  of  remark,  that  lH 
Jews  who  remained  faithful  to  Ibeir  Egyptian  pn- 
tectors  continued  to  enjoy  quiet  and  prosperity,  ntt- 
withstanding  the  profligacy  and  tyranny  of  the  1»W 
princes  of  Kgypt,  down  to  the  times  of  Tito*  £t»-  . 
pasian. 


OOVERNMENT 


The  Family  of  the  A. 

JUDAS.  [A.A,  c.  162.]— By  the  death  of  Menelaus, 
e  governmeDt  of  the  Jews  of  Palestine  by  tbe  family 
I  Sf  Jeboiarib,  in  whose  hands  the  high  priesthood  had 
I  ttMitinned  from  the  time  of  Cyrus,  was  lioally  tenni- 
and  transferred  to  the  Maccabees  or  Asmo- 
neans.'  Onias,  nho  had  withdrawn  to  Egypt,  woald 
bftre  been  readily  submitted  lo  had  he  been  ap- 
pointed; but  lo  acknowledge  Alciinus,  an  apostate 
ffOni  the  religion  of  Jehovah,  was  imposaihle ;  and 
the  governmeDl  therefore,  thoagh  not  as  yet  the  pon- 
tificate, was  now  virlitally  in  the  hands  of  Judas. 

The  refusal,  however,  of  the  Jews  to  submit  to  Al> 
oimas,  occasioned  a  renewal  of  the  war.  Already  had 
Jadas  taken  arms  to  punish  the  inhabitants  of  Joppa, 
who  bad  evinced  great  malignity  against  the  Jews. 


penou  oC  sDine  cosiiileratioii 
IhclauafUiepilstt.umtdBftirUuiliib.  { 


Ameaam,.    He  « 


ilhytli 


T.  7-1*.) 


8S0 

For  u  the  ircHtj  of  peace,  re<^etitJ7  cooclid 
EniMtor.illoaed  to  thejews  the  free  exerciieofCltetf 
religion,  and  liberty  to  retarn  to  Judea  rron  Mjpm 
or  his  domiaions,  Ibe  inbabitaoU  of  Joppi  (ndex) 
on  board  vessels  tbose  Jews  of  their  cil^vbtten 
dctiroDS  of  availiDf;  themselTea  of  this  priTilefe,u 
drowned  ihem  in  the  barbonr.  Jodas  took  tke  ^, 
and  atenged  the  barbarous  deed,  by  seltioKftnu 
Iheir  Beol.  And  bearing  that  the  inbabjtanti of  Jo>- 
uia  ncte  about  to  act  io  a  similar  n 
also  apoD  ibem  by  sarprise,  and  destroyed  tbdilM 
atid  haien  likenis 

To  reluTn  however  to  Alcimns,  Eapaior,  hKntf 
killed  the  usurper  Philip,  was  in  the  same  yeutli 
himself  by  Demetrius  Solei,  another  claimanl of  Ih 
throne  of  Syria.  To  him  repaired  Alcimns  andolker 
Jews  of  the  Greek  party,  and  by  means  of  briksyi 
iatrigoc.  and  m  I  sre  presents  lion,  easily  porsaadtd  Dp- 
melrios.  that  the  Maccabean  party  was  disaffected  t> 
the  Syrians,  and  that  they  tbemselves  had  beenu 
pelled  on  accoant  of  their  loyalty.  Upon  this  the  kill 
com  missioned  Baecbides  to  enter  Judea  with  an  ina) 
to  establish  Alcimas  in  the  pontificate  by  force.  UM 
to  paniih  tbose  hostile  to  the  Syrians. 

Bacchides,  havinf  bad  experience  of  the  piovo 
of  Jodas  and  bis  followers,  contented  himself  nil! 
escorting  Alclmus  to  Jerusalem  ;  where  he  left  Ud 
with  a  body  of  troops,  and  returned  to  ABtiocfa,  lAv 
having  committed  some  atrocities.  But  as  the  apM 
tate  Jews,  irho  had  joined  Alcimua  on  liis  nrritiL 
were  dispirited  by  the  departure  of  Bacohjdes.  Ala- 
mos likewise  returned  to  Antiocb,  and  bj  fnrtktr 
presents  and  representations  indnced  Demelriot  to 
send  with  him  another  army  under  Ntcsnor. 
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i;  'Bnt  Nicanor  had  also  experienced,  to  his  cost,  the 
of  the  MaocabeaDS ;  and  deemed  it  therefore 
discieet  to  come  to  terms  with  Judas.  Upon 
Aleimai  again  complained  to  Demetrias,  who, 
It  at  the  conduct  of  Nicanor,  refused  to  ratify 
treaty,  and  sent  him  peremptory  orders  to  pat 
to  death,  and  effectoally  suppress  his  party. 
ilPieanor  knew  well  that  this  was  a  matter  easier  to 
imand  than  to  accomplish ;  and  for  some  time 
the  more  wary,  but  less  honorable,  course  of 
ivouring  to  entrap  Judas  by  perfidy ;  but  being 
«lWBStantly  foiled,  he  at  length  attacked  him  openly 
Ihi  the  field,  and  was  defeated  with  the  loss  of  5000 
Recovering,  however,  from  this  overthrow,  he 
after  ventured  upon  another  battle  at  Adasa, 
kjaleoting  the  Sabbath  for  the  attack,  in  hope  that  the 
•Jews  would  not  fight  on  that  day.  But  in  this  he 
mwm  deceived :  Judas  fell  upon  him  with  great  fury, 
lUid  Nicanor  was  among  the  first  that  was  slain ; 
«rliilst  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  and  adjacent 
40W11S,  joining  in  the  pursuit  and  slaughter  of  his 
teoops,  left  not  a  single  man  to  carry  back  the  fatal 
tidings  into  Syria. 

Judas  took  advantage  of  the  respite  afforded  by 
tliia^  victory  to  strengthen  himself.  One  measure 
Jwwever  which  he  adopted  was  at  variance  with  that 
-reliance  upon  God  which  he  had  hitherto  professed. 
He  sent  an  embassy  to  Rome,  and  placed  himself 
under  the  protection  of  the  Romans ;  who  promised 
to  threaten  Demetrias  with  war,  in  case  he  offered 
fiuiher  molestation  to  the  Jews.  But  in  the  mean 
time  Demetrias  had  already  despatched  another 
army  under  Bacchides ;  and  as  if  God  would  mark 
the  withdrawal  of  their  confidence  from  him,  the 
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soldiers  of  Judas,  who  had  ai^ain  and  again 
quished  Bacchidea,  were  now  afraid  of  him,  and  de- 
serted in  sDch  nanibers,  thai  Jadas  was  left  with 
only  800  men.  By  these  he  was  cotitisellcd  tu  i 
treat  i  but  he  refused,  declaring  tbat  if  bis  time  n 
oome  he  was  prepared  to  die,  but  not  lo  staia  k 
honour.  He  engaged  therefore  with  BaochidM  it 
Eleasa,  and  desperately  assaulting  Ilia  rigbt  «ii|, 
broke  it  and  pursued  the  fugitives  to  Azotns,  slftfllf 
more  than  the  entire  of  his  own  men ;  but  ibe  lA 
wing  pursuing  after  him,  he  was  enclosed  betwH* 
two  armies,  and  fell,  overpowered  by  numbers.  Tta 
remainder  of  his  little  band  nevertheless  made  | 
their  retreat,  carrying  off  his  body. 

Thus  fell  the  leader  of  the  Maccabees,  aflet  > 
career  of  sis  years,  distinguished  by  courage,  lalsBli 
and  piety.  He  never  engaged  in  battle,  except  Dl 
this  last  occaaion,  without  first  seelting  to  propitiib 
God, — often  by  solemn  fasting  and  humiliatioD,  bol' 
of  himself  and  followers;  always  by  confession  of  li 
and  public  intercession.  Nevertheless,  hi^  pietyM 
not  without  defects :  upon  one  occasion  be  oileK 
saeriSce  for  the  sins  of  those  apostate  Jews  wbi' 
had  fallen  in  battle,  and  upon  whom  were  foi 
when  their  bodies  camo  to  be  stripped,  the  I 
talismans  and  portable  idols  used  by  the  heBtbaBI] 
which  act,  however  benevolent  in 
Irayed  how  greatly  the  doctrine  of  the  a 
Jews  was  becoming  darkened.  On  the  other  h 
the  punishment  of  those  apostates  whom  Iboy  a 
tared  alive,  or  whom  they  discovered  ii 
queted  cities,  was  carried  to  a  merciless  oxW 
commonly  to  the  extermination  of  all  whom  tl 
could  find;    which  provoked    retaliation  fVom  tl 
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Mk  party,  when  thej  had  it  in  their  power.    Sack 
(  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

ONATHAN.  [A.A.C.  160,]— Judaa  was  buried 
h  great  solemnity  ia  the  aepuiclire  at  Modin,  and 
i  onfejgnedly  deplored  by  all  who  wished  well 
tbeir  coonf ry ;  his  death  being  viewed  aa  a  se- 
as blow  to  their  caase,  and  a  great  public  cala- 
tj.  On  the  other  band,  Bacchides.wjth  the  liberal 
tion  of  the  Jews,  enjoyed  a  momentary  triamph  ; 
i  those  who  hitherto  had  been  intimidated  by  the 
BTgetic  and  dctcnnined  proceedinga  of  Judas,  now 
^n  to  take  coura§^e  and  siiew  themselves  more 
ctdcdlj  on  behalf  of  the  Greek  party;  whilst  Alui- 
is  and  his  more  immediate  partisans  wreaked 
eir  vengeance,  by  the  slaughter  and  proscription 
alt  whom  they  could  hnd  of  the  fol lowers  of  Judas. 
«nj,  terrified  by  these  proceodinga,  went  over  to 
s  adversaries ;  the  number  of  whom  was  incrensed 
f  a  scarcity,  with  which  God  also  chastised  the 
kSon  at  this  time,  and  which  gave  the  Syrians,  who 
pd  imparted  stores  of  grain,  a  greater  inOaence. 
'Owing  to  these  circumstances,  Jonathan,  the  bro- 
ker of  Judas,  on  whom  the  command  devolved  after 
(■death,  found  himself  unable  to  make  bead  against 
le  enemy,  and  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  with* 
Itwing  with  a  few  followers  into  the  wilderness  of 
>koah.  Here  one  detachment  of  his  forces,  under 
n  command  of  his  brother  John,  which  was  escort- 
t  his  baggage  and  stores  to  a  place  of  safety,  was 
tprised  by  a  parly  of  Arabs,  and  all  put  to  the 
rcrd  ;  which  loss,thoagh  afterwards  amply  avenged, 
M^B"^  Jonathan  still  more.  Bacchides  followed 
W  pressed  upon  him ;  but  Jonathan,  though  cooped 
M^bis  position,  withstood  the  whole  force  of  tttn 
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Syrians  with  only  bis  haodfal  of  Iroops,  moA  hatisi 

slaJD  2000  of  tlie  enemy,  effected  bis  r 

followers  by  swiimning  the  Jordan.     After  IbUpcoof 

of  his  prowess  Bacchides  retired,  aod  coDlentcd  Uffl> 

self  with  streo^beaing  the  foitresaes. 

Tilings  however  soon  after  took  a,  more  faToonble 
torn.  For  Alcitnus,  upon  obtaining  possession  of 
Jeragaleai,  in  order  to  evince  his  liberality  lowwl 
the  heathen,  proceeded  to  pull  down  the  wall,  wbii 
separated  between  the  court  of  the  Gentiles  sad  It 
of  the  Jews,  in  the  space  before  the  temple;  Md 
whilst  anperintending-  the  work,  he  was  seized  wilt 
cramp  and  died  in  a  few  days  in  great  ag-onj.  B»- 
chides  was  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  retire  to  if 
tiocb,  and  left  Jonathan  onmolested  for  two  yean. 

At  the  end  of  this  period  Bacchides  was  tgill 
allured  into  Judea,  by  the  re  presentations  of  Ik 
apostate  Jews,  who  described  the  increasing  bM 
ness  of  Jonathan  as  affordin§;  an  opportunity  forU 
easy  destrjction.  But  Jonathan,  having  disuomirt 
a  plot  of  this  faction  to  seize  and  deliver  btnif 
seized  fifty  of  them  himself,  as  they  approaobed  Mi 
under  the  mask  of  friendship,  and  having  put  tbefll 
death,  retired  to  a  fortress  in  the  desert  of  J 
called  Bethbasi.  Before  this  place,  with  the  lidl 
his  brother  Simon,  he  gave  Bacchides  a  signal  it 
feat;  which  so  enraged  the  latter  against  the  Jc* 
of  bis  own  party,  that  be  put  many  of  tbem  0 
death,  and  once  more  resolved  to 
into  Syria.  Hearing  of  bis  intention,  Jonathan  p 
posed  terms  of  peace,  to  the  eBect  that  the  priaoa 
on  both  sides  should  be  restored,  that  JonallM 
should  be  governor  of  Judea,  and  Iliat  BaocbUMl 
jldeuld  oQt  »KUit  take  up  anna  against  himi  i 
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wa  were  bolh  eagerly  accepted  and  raitbrullj  ob- 
'ved  by  the  Syrian  general. 

|a^.c.  1S3.]— Joaathan,  upon  being  tliua  taade 
rernor,  inOicted  Ihe  osnal  aeverities  upon  the  tiag- 
iders  of  the  apostates :  whom  he  regarded  as,  and 
\o  a  nq  nest)  on  ably  were,  ihe  real  authors  of  all  the 
mbtes  which  the  coantry  had  experienced;  and 
xt  re-ealablished  once  more  the  ordinances  of 
line  worship,  according  to  the  Mosaic  ntaai.  Pro- 
lenCB  aooD  improved  their  political  circnmalanceii 
a  greater  extent.  For  Demetrius  Soter,  the  king  of 
Tia.  faaTiog  become  odious  to  his  subjects,  the  king 
Egypt,  who  had  an  eye  upon  his  dominions,  raised 
I  a  pretender  to  tbe  Syrian  throne,  named  Atex- 
ider  Balas.  Both  parties,  perceiving  the  import- 
loe  to  them  of  tbe  services  of  Jonatban,  endeavoured 
gain  bim  over.  Demetrius  began  by  restoring  all 
0  hostages  in  the  fortress  of  Acra,  promisinK  also 
deliver  the  fortress  itself.  He  likenise  gave  Jona- 
aa  authority  to  levy  troops,  (hoping  in  the  end  to 
ji^  their  services  ;}  and  now  that  the  people  coald 
lilt  without  offence  to  the  Syrians,  Jonathan  soon 
JHd  a  numerous  and  well-eqaipped  army,  and  once 
IM  placed  Jernsalem  in  a  stale  of  defence.  On  tbe 
Iker  side,  Balas  sent  him  the  purple  and  a  crown  of 
Id,  and  constituted  bim  high  priest.  Jonathan  as- 
fMdlheonice;  bntnotwithont  first  calling  a  general 
Kmbly  of  the  people,  and  having  the  appointment 
nfirmed  by  them. 

IVith  the  motives  which  induced  Jonathan  alti- 
Itely  to  determine  for  IJalas  we  are  not  informed ; 
ttbe  result  proved  favourable  to  the  Jews.  Doue- 
la  was  slain,  and  Balas  soon  after  married  the 
^[Irterof  the  kiogof  Egypt.  Jonathan  was  invited 
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to  the  DDptiaU  at  Ptolcmais  ;  received  with 

tout  and   distinctioD;    and   returned   iove^ed  will 

addilioaal  powers. 

Bot  Ihe  condaci  of  Balas  was  not  more  gralefal  to 
tb«  SjiiBDS  tbao  that  of  Demetrius  had  been.  a»d 
gaitc  rise  to  fresh  conspiracies  aod  insurrMliOM- 
Apullonius,  the  governor  of  Coelo  Syria,  first  rctolMi 
liut  being  attacked  b;  Jonathan,  who  remained  faith- 
ful  to  hia  engagements  with  Ihe  kin^,  he  waa  defeateJ 
and  slain.  On  this  occasion  Jonathan  pursued  Ikt 
ctieroj  to  Asotns,  and  eDteriog  the  town  with  then, 
set  fire  to  the  tempte  of  Dagon,  in  whitih  Ihehr 
Cilives  had  taken  refuge,  who  all  perished  in  the 

The  king  of  Egj'pt  presently  after  dethroned  Balai, 
and  made  Nicanor,  the  son  of  Demetrius  Soter.kliiE, 
or  rather  ficeroy,  in  his  place.  For  hia  subjects  llui 
was  again  only  a  change  from  one  profligate  detp* 
to  another ;  and  a  rival  was  brought  forward  in  lh> 
person  of  Anliochus,  the  son  of  Alexander  Balu. 
who  since  his  deposition  bad  perished  by  Ireacheijia 
Arabia.  The  citizens  of  Antiocb  soon  after  roM  Vf 
against  Nicauor,  and  besieged  him  ia  his  palace 
Nicanor  sent  ini mediately  to  Jonathan,  prominsft 
n  of  taxes,  and  also  to  aurrendor  up  the  to- 
9  of  Acra,  if  he  would  como  to  hia  help ;  upts 
which  the  latter,  hasteniog  with  3000  uien  to  hit 
relief,  took.  Antioch  by  surprise.  He  then  setflieta 
and  plundered  the  city,  and  daring  the  cenfuiiiMi 
and  alarm,  fell  upon  the  terrified  inhabitants  and  sle* 
a  hundred  thousand  of  them.  It  is  to  be  feared  IbW 
upon  this  occasion  Jonathan  was  prompted  more  i] 
it  of  f  indictiveuess  against  the  Syrians  of  As- 
tivpli,  on  account  of  the  repeated  injuries 
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veceived  at  Iheir  liands,  than  by  a  zeal  for  lite 
Dor  of  God  or  the  interests  of  Nicanor.  Got) 
ever,  in  permitting  this  terrible  retribution,  af- 
ed  an  additional  evidcoce,  that  none  may  niali- 
isly  oppress  the  seed  of  Israel,  without  meeting 
I  dae  cbastisement  in  the  end. 
icanor  nest  provoked  Ibis  chastisement ;  for  con- 
:ring  himself  to  be  now  relieved  from  danger,  lie 
ely  refused  to  give  up  the  fortress  of  Aera  to  his 
iverers,  and  moreover  peremptorily  demanded  the 
es  and  the  arrears  whicb  be  had  previously  re- 
led.  Disgusted  nitli  his  perfidy,  Jonalban  now 
Ited  on,  a  silent  spectator  of  tbe  progress  of  the 
ing  Antiochos,  by  whom  Nicanor  was  speedily 
iqDJHhed  and  fled  into  Seleucia. 
Lntiocba8  was  grateful.  He  confirmed  the  remis- 
]  of  taxes  promised  by  Nicanor;  and  appointed 
lOD,  tbe  brother  of  Jonathan,  to  the  important 
tof  commander  of  all  his  forces  in  Palestine,  and 
'enior  of  tbe  sea-coast,  from  Ibe  ladder  of  Tyre,  a 
Dotajn  near  Sbaron,  lotbefroDliers  of  Egypt.  This 
Kiintment  proved  serviceable  both  to  the  son  of 
iasand  tothe  Jews.  The  two  brothers  defeated  Ni- 
lor,  who.  having  raised  an  army  of  mercenaries,  had 
lelrated  into  Galilee ;  and  after  several  aucaessfnl 
tlea,  tbey  drove  him  beyond  the  limits  of  Syria. 
Dy  recovered  also  for  themselves  Betbaara,  in  which 
chief  Jews  of  tbe  apostate  party  bad  taken  refuge; 
DO  tbe  favourable  turn  in  tlie  aQ'airs  of  tbe  Mac- 
lees;  tbey  gained  possession  also  of  Aslikelon, 
nand  Joppa;  and  soon  after  tbey  defeated  Ibe 
bathean  Arabs. 

LboDt  tbis  period  Jonathan  sent  another  embassy 
jtiafte.  which,  Hfce  the  former,  was  favontably  te- 
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ceired.'  Bat  disaster  again  followed  uponlkilB 
sure.  Tbe  joung  Aniiochas  had  been  bronfbl  U 
ward  by  ono  Trjphon,  who  had  been  governor  rf 
Antioch  under  his  father,  and  who  hoped  b;  his  e)» 
vatiob  to  aggrandize  himself.  Whether  he  a: 
the  crown  of  Syria  from  the  6rst  is  not  certai 
he  nndoubledly  began  to  aspire  to  it  now  ;  and  pt^ 
ceiving  that  GO  npright  and  powerful  an  ally  of  tin 
yonng  prince,  as  Jonathan,  would  be  an  impedifflclt 
in  his  way,  be  resolved  first  of  all  (o  weaken  dM 
power  of  Ibo  Jews  and  to  take  off  Jonathan, 
this  porpDSe,  he  by  presents  and  flatteries  ingratittctf 
himsclfinio  the  favonr  of  Jonathan  ;  persuaded  l)rB 
iieKt  to  disband  his  army,  nnder  pretence  that  tt 
apprehension  of  war  was  now  past ;  and  at  tbe  san 
tirae  promised,  if  .lonathan  would  come  attended 
only  by  a  moderate  escort,  to  surrender  Ptolemlil 
and  other  fortresses  into  his  hands.  Lnred  bjtte 
bait,  Jonathan  accompanied  Trypboo,  attended  oal; 
by  a  thousand  men,  to  Ptolemais ;  bnt  no  so<UKi 
had  they  entered  the  fortress  than  the  gates  *m 
closed,  and  tbe  whole  were  fallen  upon  a 
sacred;  with  the  exception  of  Jonathan,  who  bid 
been  drawn  aside  by  Tryphon,  and  nas  now  Ih 
into  prison.  Here  bis  cruel  and  perfidio as  jailor 
spared  him,  until  be  had  obtained  a  sam  of  mootf ' 
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tom  the  Jews  ander  promise  of  releasing  him ;  after 
vluoh  he  still  pretended  that  there  was  a  debt  of  a 
Iboosand  talents  dae  from  Jonathan  to  the  king ;  bat 
Ikat  if  Simon  would  send  this,  and  two  of  the  sons  of 
iMMlhan  as  hostages,  he  should  immediately  be  set 
luit  If bertj.    Simon  mistrusted  the  hypocrite ;  bat  oon- 
(^tMng  it  most  prudent  to  comply,  he  sent  the  money 
•tod  the  hostages ;  having  receiyed  which,  Tryphon 
:lMidered  both  the  father  and  the  sons. 
<  Thus  fell  the  second  of  the  Maccabean  chiefs,  after 
l^tmng  rendered  essential  services  to  his  country, 
;l|pd  mcquired  a  reputation  little  inferior  to  Judas. 
SPtaMm  obtained  possession  of  his  remains  and  de- 
:finited  them  in  the  sepulchre  at  Modin,  over  which 
'hb  raised  a  magnificent  cenotaph  of  white  marble. 
Y  SIMON.  [A.A.C.  143.]— Tryphon  had  already  made 
fpw  or  two  fruitless  endeavours  to  surprise  Simon, 
vbo,  on  the  death  of  Jonathan,  was  by  the  Jews  ap- 
ptinted  his  successor.    Hoping  to  take  him  off  his 
guard,  he  next  suddenly  invaded  Judea;  but  with- 
drew, mortified  and  disappointed,  on  finding  his  ad- 
VMiary  well  prepared.    Soon  after  this  he  murdered 
Ike  young  Antiochus,  (giving  out  that  he  had  died  of 
the  stone ; )  and  declaring  himself  appointed  his  suc- 
«ei8or,  seized  upon  the  crown. 

Incensed  at  the  villany  of  Tryphon,  Simon  now 
•ent  an  embassy  to  the  dethroned  Demetrius  Nicanor, 
whon  he  offered  to  aid  in  recovering  the  throne  of 
Syria,  provided  he  would  confirm  him  in  his  dignities, 
aad  the  Jews  in  the  privileges  formerly  promised. 
Demetrius  eagerly  accepted  the  proposal,  and  also 
spontaneously  gave  to  the  Jews  the  fortresses  they 
were  possessed  of  at  this  time.  In  the  present  cir- 
eomstances  indeed  of  Demetrius,  these  things  could 


scarcely  be  deemed  liis  to  bestow ;  but  the  Jen*  ven 
nevertheless  grati(ied  willi  the  idea  of  havin;  >i 
length  acquired  something  like  the  name  of  a  state; 
the  decree  was  engraved  on  brass  tablets,  and  set  op 
in  the  temple  ;  and  from  that  time  they  comnKUCMl 
a  new  era,  dating  ilieir  documents  rrom  the  first  few 
uf  Simon,  in  wliose  name  also  they  were  published. 

An  event  still  more  agreeable  to  the  Jews  oecamd 
in  the  year  following.  Tliis  was  the  evacuation  e( 
the  castle  of  Acra  at  Jerusalem  by  the  Syrian  |i 
son ;  which  having  been  closely  watched  by  tke 
troops  of  Simon,  and  become  straitened  from  the  wut 
of  provisions,  at  length  capitnlalei),  and  was  [ 
niitted  to  march  out  unmolested.  The  Jews  ti 
possession  of  it  with  great  ceremony  aod  rejoiclngi 
after  wbicb  they  demolished  it,  and  cleared  away  ft 
eminence  on  wblch  it  stood  to  a  level  with  tbefoni 
dalion  of  the  temple ; — a  work  not  accomplished  liQ 
after  three  years  of  incessant  but  enlbosiastic  tnl, 
in  which  all  the  inhabitants  took  part. 

[a.a.c.  140.] — Demetrius  Nicauor  failed  after  ^lii 
obtaining  the  throne,  being  attacked  and  taken  pri- 
soner by  the  Parthians;  but  bis  son  AntioohusA 
detes  took  up  the  cause,  and  having  cantirmed  ll*    f| 
treaty  of  his  father  with  the  Jews,  and  allowed  llwt   i 
also  to  coin  money,'  by  their  aid  recovered  the  oton  d 
from  Tryphon.     The  wretched  miscreant  fled  ui  g 
wandered  from  city  to  city,  pursued  by  Sidetes,  ufl   j 
at  length  he  was  betrayed  and  executed  by  the  ir 
bitants  of  bis  native  city,  Apamea. 

Whether  Demetrius  would  have  fi 
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E  ^^c^^"^^''  ^''^  Jews  better  upon  this  occasion  than 
t  tiie  former,  cannot  be  told :  from  his  son,  Aotiochas 
1  Sidetcs,  they  had  another  specimen  of  Syrian  fait))- 
f     lessaess.   For  on  finding  bimself  seated  in  the  tlirone, 

ibe  peremptorily  demanded  the  surrender  of  Gaza, 
Joppa,  and  the  fortresses  of  Judea,  or  a  trihute 
■tead  of  SOOO  talents  of  silver.    Simon  refused  both 
to  surrender  the  fortresses  and  to  pay  the  money ;   ^ 
.      with  the  exception  of  one  hundred  talents,  as  c( 
pensation  for  Joppa  and  Gaza;  upon  which  Sidetea    ' 
sent  an  army  under  Cendebeus  to   invade  Judea. 
Bimon,  Qnding  bimself  becomiDg  too  advanced  in 
jears  to  take  the  Geld  himself,  conlided  the  army  to 
bis  SODS  John  and  Judas.    These  gave  battle  to  Cen- 
.  debeus,  in  the  inspiring  neighbourhood  of  Modin, 
b  nliere  they  routed  the  enemy,  killing  200U  of  them, 
ff    Bod  returned  without  loss  to  Jerusalem. 
^>        But  a  melancholy  tragedy  followed  on  this  tri- 
^      nnph.     A  daughter  of  Simon's  was  married  to  a  Jew 
named  Ptolemy ;  which  marriage,  though  Ptolemy 
^.    Das  of  the  Greek  faction,  Simon  inconsistently  per- 
y.    tutted,  and  made  his  son-in-law  governor  of  Jericho. 
^  Prompted   by  a  wicked  ambition,  and  being  -very 
^*  frealtby,  this  miscreant  conceived  the  design  of  mur- 
B  ■  Bering  Simon  and  his  three  sons,  and  seizing  upon 
c  the  government  for  himselT.     To  this  end  he  invited 
i     tbeta  all  to  a  banquet,  to  be  given  in  honour  of  some 
,  p  'amily  event,  at  a  castie  which  he  himself  had  built. 
E'  4t  the  appointed  lime,  Simon,  with  his  sons  Judas 
%nd  Mattathias,  proceeded  thither  from  Jerusalem, 
'oiin  likewise  set  out  from  Gaza,  but  was  providen- 

|%ially  delayed  upon  the  road.    When  the  party  at  the 
%sstle  bad  feasted  and  had  drunk  freelij, — an  incident 
hpM«h  ftM  mrold  wiab,  far  the  credit  <rf  tb,t  pnpttl^ 


«etc  Bol  recorded, — a  party  of  soldiers  rallied 
ik«a|Mrtineiit,  sod  mnrdered  SimoD  and  his  twoto 
villi  all  tbeir  Utendanla,  save  ooe,   who  contrived  U 
mosBt  bis  borse  mod  escape. 

Tha*  premalDntr  perished  the  three  Maccab«u 
chieRains:  Judu  in  tbe  field,  Jonathan  aad  S 
b;  Uie  base«t  treacbery. 

Plolcmy  immediately  sent  off  a  party  to  iolercvpl 
and  araassiaate  Jobn;  whilst  ho  himself  baiteiwd 
>ilb  another  party  to  take  possession  of  Jcrnsaleffl 
b«fot«  Ibe  Dews  shoald  transpire.  But  John,  batioj 
been  met  bj  the  fa^tiie  atlendant,  and  apprised 
at  vbat  had  taken  place,  torned  his  horse  aod  gal- 
loped to  Jerusalem,  where  be  arrived  just  in  time 
casse  admittance  to  be  refused  to  Ptoleuy. 

JOHN  HYRCANUS.  [a.a.c.  135.]— John,  m 
named  Hyicanas.  was  immediately  declared  prince 
and  fatKh  priest  in  Ibo  place  of  his  father.  Upon  th 
Ptoleiny.  baling  vainlyendeaTonTedlodrawoveillw 
principal  Jews,  made  overtures  to  Antiochus  Sidetec, 
to  whom  he  offered  to  deliver  up  the  fortresMi. 
and  to  sabject  all  Jodea  to  him,  if  be  noald  a 
faim  with  an  army  and  appoint  him  governor.  Anti* 
ocbos  gladly  accepted  the  terms ;  but  before  his  aroj 
was  in  the  Geld,  Ptolemy,  moved  either  by  fear  or 
remorse.  Bed  to  Philadelphia,  (formerly  Rabbit  of 
the  Ammonites,  bnt  rebuilt  by  Ptolemy  Philadek 
phus,)  and  no  more  is  known  of  him. 

Antiochus  however,  having  drawn  together  a  Dt- 
merons  army,  nevertheless  invaded  Judea;  and  JobOi 
finding  himself  unequal  to  cope  with  the  greatly  SI 
perior  forces  of  the  enemy,  retired  within  the  walLl  tf 
Jerusalem,  where  be  vtia  c\dw:V-j  besieged.  Snoceuet 
were  obtained  onboiii  avies.a.viii.'C^tt  ^■ua^jt'* 
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tilioed  until  the  feast  of  tabernacles  arrived ;  when 
Min  requested  an  armistice  of  one  week,  to  enable 
Mm,  as  high  priest,  to  celebrate  the  festival.  Anti- 
•ebiu  not  only  granted  this  request,  bat,  beyond  the 
expectation  of  the  Jews,  sent  in  for  the  occasion  a 
■amber  of  victims  and  offerings  from  himselil  This 
ttberality  led  to  negotiations  for  peace,  which  was 
eoneloded;  bat  on  terms  humiliating  to  the  Jews. 
Mey  ag^reed  to  deliver  up  their  arms ;  to  surrender 
Joppa,  Gaza,  and  other  fortresses ;  to  demolish  the 
walls  and  fortifications  of  Jerusalem;  and  to  give 
koitages  for  their  future  good  behaviour. 

John  was  faithful  to  his  engagements  with  Antio- 
•kas ;  but  not  long  after,  the  latter  fell  in  battle  with 
the  Parthians,  and  rival  candidates  started  for  the 
crown  of  Syria.  During  the  confusion  occasioned 
by  their  contentions,  John  once  more  thrust  out  the 
Syrians,  recovered  the  fortresses  which  he  had  given 
vp,  took  others  from  the  Syrians,  and  finding  the 
want  of  some  better  fortification  at  Jerusalem  now 
Ihat  Acra  was  destroyed,  he  again  built  a  castle  by 
the  temple,  which  was  called  Baris. 

The  warlike  talents  of  John  now  began  to  shine 
inrth  vrith  considerable  lustre;  he  conquered  the 
Idomeans,  and  reduced  their  country  to  a  province 
of  the  Jewish  state,  compelling  the  inhabitants  to 
OMiform  to  the  Jewish  religion,  and  to  be  circum- 
dfled;  a  mode  of  propagating  the  true  faith,  which 
however  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  religion  prevalent 
it  this  time,  was  not  consistent  with  the  law  of  God. 

[A.A.C.  110.] — But  the  most  popular  action  of  his 
life  was  the  conquest  of  the  Samaritans.  They  had 
eonstantlj  sided  with  tbe  enemies  of  Israel,  and  \\\e\i 
Itjr  bad  beea  tbe  refage  of  all  that  were  \do\a\xow«. 
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heretical,  or  profflne  among  the  Jews.  Wliilsi  Ihti 
were  besieged.  Antiochua  Cyzioeniis,  nho  bad  ob- 
tained the  crown  of  Syria,  came  to  their  relief;  hgt 
he  was  defeated  and  driven  back  with  immenie  I 
by  Ariatobuliis,  one  of  the  sons  of  Hyrcanns;  acdtlw 
city  beins  then  taken,  John  destroyed  the  templeon 
Mount  Gerizim.  rased  the  city  to  its  fonadationi. 
and  desolated  even  its  hated  site  by  directing  into 
it  a  number  of  pools  and  springs,  which  were  ODihS 
hill,  and  overnowing  it  with  water. 

New  troubles  soon  after  began  to  agitate  tbe  >■■ 
tion,  fomented  within  their  own  bosom,  by  the  two 
extiemes  of  a  bigoted  sectarianism  and  the  reviTiof 
spirit  of  a  careless  liberalism.  On  the  one  hand  Ibe 
Pharisees,  who  had  become  the  predominanl  partf, 
were  conspicuous  for  their  overbenring  insolence  u 
vanity.  No  principle  could  be  tolerable  whicb  tkef 
did  not  advocate;  no  action  was  right,  if  niH  pe^ 
formed  by  their  party  :  piety  consisted  with  then  is 
a  captious,  vituperative,  and  self-suOicient  dogtDO' 
tism ;  and  a  zeal  which  contended  only  to  inere 
the  numbers  of  Ibdr  sect,  and  for  the  mere  cxtemili 
and  secnlarities  of  religion.  On  the  other  hand  Hji- 
canns,  though  nominally  a  Pharisee,  was  becoiniB[ 
far  too  la:i ;  and  with  him  necessarily  a  considerable 
number,  who  were  iofluenced  by  his  example  and 
authority.  The  Greek  names  borne  by  three  of  hf 
sons, — Aristobulus,  Antigonas.  and  Alexander,— ti 
geiher  with  his  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Sadda- 
c  him  to  be  regarded  with  jealoniy : 
but  when  the  elder  of  his  sons,  Arislohulus,  sbe*«d 
himself  so  openly  addicted  to  the  customs  of  the 
Greeks,  as  to  acquire  the  surname  of  PhilhelUn,  and 
yet  waa  not  rcstiamcd  by  John,  the  Pharisees  »eci 
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r^i^er  to  doobt  of  his  onsonndness.  He  was  how- 
ever still  aafficient  of  a  Pharisee  to  be  boastfal  of  his 
own  rigbteonsoess,  and  to  demand  of  his  guests  at  a 
banqaet,  if  they  coald  point  out  any  faiJutc  of  his 
daly  either  to  God  or  man ;  when  a  Pharisee  named 
Eleaaar  objected  to  him,  that  there  was  a  doabt  of 
his  being  descended  from  Aaron,  in  oooseqnence  of 
his  mother  having  been  taken  captive,  and  that  be 
therefore  had  no  light  to  the  priesthood.  Offended 
a  this,  and  being  informed  bj  bis  friends  that  the 
aalamny  was  generally  believed  among  the  Pharisees, 
be  separated  himself  from  their  party  and  openly 
joined  the  Saddncees.  From  this  period  both  he  and 
his  family  wtire  disquieted  and  embarrassed  by  the 
malioioas  detraction  and  factions  intrigoes  of  the 
exasperated  Pharisees ;  from  which  however  Hjrca- 
nns  himself  was  presently  after  removed  by  death. 

ARISTOBULUS.  [a.a.c.  106.]— On  the  death  of 
Byrcanns,  his  wife  brought  forward  an  alleged  will 
of  her  husband,  in  which  the  government  was  left 
to  her;  bat  Aristobulus  threw  her  into  prison,  and 
■tarved  her  to  death.  He  then  associated  with  bim- 
self  in  the  government  his  brother  Antigonus,  lo 
wfcom  he  was  greatly  attached;  and  shortly  after  sent 
hln  on  an  expedition  to  subdue  the  Itureans;'  in 
wbioh  Antigonus  norapletely  succeeded, and  incorpo- 
nt«tl  them  with  the  Jewish  slate,  compelling  confor- 
mity in  religion,  on  the  same  terms  as  were  granted 
to  the  Id  umeans,— circumcision  or  banishment. 

The  wife  however  of  Arislobulns  was  jealous  of  the 
affection  which  he  showed  to  his  brother ;  and  as  An- 
tigonus returned  from  his  expedition  just  at  the  con- 
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clDsion  of  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  and 
several  of  his  followers  to  the  temple  nithoal 
off  his  armour,  she  wickedly  represented  th 
evidence,  that  ihey  had  designs  against  her  hi 
life.  Tiie  king,  in  order  to  put  him  to  the  pn 
a  messenger  to  Antigotins,  desiring  him  to  i 
him  immedialely  witlioat  his  armour ;  and 
meanwhile  posted  guards  in  a  gallery  throng 
AntigoDus  must  pass,  with  orders  to  dispatcl 
he  passed  Ihroagii  armed.  But  the  qaeen  bri 
messenger  to  inform  Antigonus,  that  ber  busbi 
beard  the  beauty  of  his  armour  highly  comt 
and  desired  to  see  him  in  it:  on  which  the 
repairing  thus  equipped  to  the  palace,  va 
AristobuIuB  however  was  so  filled  with  ren 
this  deed,  that  it  aggravated  the  symptoms  oT 
plaint  ander  which  he  was  then  laboaring,  I 
cBsioned  his  death.  His  guilty  wife  thus  ni 
tionally  put  an  end  to  facr  own  dignity,  be6 
husband  had  completed  one  year  of  his  gover 

ALEXANDER,  [a.a.c.  105.]— Alosandei 
named  Janneus,  the  brother  of  Aristobnliu 
became  pontilT,  and  also  assumed  the  diadn 
tide  of  king;  though  it  is  doubtfiil  wbelber . 
father,  or  his  brother  first  obtained  this  digni^ 
author  of  the  book  of  Maccabees  assigns  it  b 
canus,  by  a  decree  of  the  Roman  senate;  Joi 
to  Aristobulos;  and  Sirabo  to  Alexander  Jam 

The  passion  of  Alexander  was  for  war ;  and 
mediately  turned  his  arms  against  PtolemaiS) 
he  would  have  taken  ;  had  not  the  inhabitaotl 
to  their  assistance  Ptolemy  Lalhyrus,  tbea  1 
Cyprus.  On  the  arrival  of  Lathjrus,  Alexandef 
I  iMacU,  1W.IU 
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;e;  bnt  the  inhabitants  of  Ptolemais,  fearing 
it  the  kin;  of  Cyprus  witliio  their  gates,  he 
S  froDi  IfaencG,  and  considered  where  he  shoald 

his  troops, 
erto  the  AsinoQean  princes  had  exhibited  nn 
.d  integrity  ia  their  proceedings  with 
lowers,  which  afforded  a  striking  contrast  to 
tfidionsness  and  treachery  of  the  heathen. 
ider,  hanever,  evinced  a  disposition  to  copy 
ifligate  example  of  the  latter.  He  offered  La- 
400  talents  to  deliver  to  him  the  principality 
la:  and  at  the  same  time  was  treacheroasly 
iting  with  the  qaeen  of  Egypt  to  attack  La- 
..  The  latter  conquered  Dora,  but  having 
ered  in  the  meanwhile  the  maohinations  of 
Oder,  he  attaeked  him ;  took  10,000  prisoners, 
he  sent  captive  into  Cyprus;  and  soon  after,  in 
Bive  battle,  routed  hitn  with  the  loss  of  30,000 
md  then  ravaged  Galilee.  The  queen  of  Egypt, 
Ij  for  Alexander,  appeared  in  Ibc  lietd,  and 
ring  Ptolemais,  cotnpelled  Latbyrustodraw  off. 
rards  however,  when  .she  had  Alexander  io  her 
,  she  was  about  to  pat  hiiu  death  and  aeize 
kii  dominions ;  from  which  she  was  only  pre- 
!Ounsel  of  her  general,  who  hapjieDed 
Igyptian  Jew. 

96.] — Not  cured  by  this  punishment  of  his 
loy,  Alexander  soon  after  entered  Gaza,  under 
iCDoffriendsbip;  the  word  of  (be  high  priest  of 
wa  being  implicitly  relied  on  :  but  ho  suddenly 
HB  the  inhabitants  and  endeavoured  to  recap- 
|u[Bce  ;  for  It  bad  revolted.  The  inbabitants 
Htntade  a  determined  resistance  i  slew  many 
HBiii  pnt  their  own  wives  and  children  to 
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^verities  he  was  compelled  to  exercise ;  and,  de- 
i  to  conciliate,  be  commissioned  certain  of  his 
Is  to  commanicate  with  the  Pharisees,  and  to 
taiD  from  themselves  what  concessions  would 
y  them.    Their  reply  strikingly  exhibits  their 
^nce  and  vindictiveness :  '  Let  him  cut  his  own 
t ;  and  think  well  of  ns  for  being  satisfied  with 
fling  a  recompense  for  our  wrongs/ 
A.c.  88.] — Hopeless  of  winning  them  by  mild- 
Alexander   now  made  fresh  preparations  to 
ae  them  by  force  of  arms.    But  the  Pharisees 
called  to  their  aid  Demetrius,  the  governor  of 
ascas,    who  defeated  Alexander  at  Sbechem, 
ely  destroying  several  thousand  foreign  merce- 
IS,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Jews  who  were  in 
urmy,   and  obliging  Alexander  himself  to  take 
;e  with  the  remainder  in  the  mountains.     But 
J  of  the  Pharisees'  party,  either  pitying  their 
,  or  jealous  of  Demetrius,  now  deserted  to  Alex- 
r;  upon  which   Demetrius,  apprehensive  of  a 
er  defection,  returned  to  Damascus.   Alexander 
renewed  the  attack  upon  those  who  remained 
ms  against  him,  and  after  a  series  of  successful 
g;ements,  at  length  terminated  the  rebellion  by 
lecisive  battle.    He  nevertheless  did  not  consi- 
imself  secure  until  he  had  likewise  put  to  deajLh 
hundred  persons  of  chief  consideration  among 
^harisees.^ 

•  to  be  hoped  that  Josephas,  who  was  himself  a  Pharisee,  has  too 
adopted  the  calumnies  of  his  own  party,  when  he  relates  that 
Mler  put  to  death  the  wives  and  children  of  these  800  before 
ires,  whilst  tbey  were  suspended  on  the  cross ;  and  sat  down 
OBsdf  with  his  wives  and  concubines  to  a  magnificent  banquet, 
tlie  time  and  at  the  place  of  execution.  The  account  iB  both 
igant  in  itself,  and  at  variance  with  the  previous  and  subse- 
xmciliatory  policy  of  Alexander. 

2  B 
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Havini^  by  this  blow  effectually  suppressed  the 
power  of  the  Pharisees,  Alexander  once  more  taiMi 
his  attention  to  war.  He  snbdaed  the  district  tf 
Pel  la,  captured  several  strong  cities,  and  died  at 
length  in  camp,  whilst  prosecuting  the  siege  of  Ri- 
gaba,  after  a  reign  of  twenty-seven  years.^ 

ALEXANDRA,  [a.  a.  c.  78.]— Alexander  bt- 
queathed  his  kingdom  to  his  wife,  Alexandra,  wilb 
power  to  associate  with  her  in  the  government  wki^ 
soever  of  her  two  sons  she  might  prefer,  Hyrcam 
or  Aristobulus.  Alexandra  was  inclined  toward  ths 
Pharisees;  and  immediately  on  the  death  ofbcr 
husband,  she  gave  out  that  it  was  his  last  advice  li 
her,  to  consult  that  party  in  all  the  measures  of  bcr 
administration.  Whether  this  was  really  thecsMb 
or  a  politic  device  only  of  the  queen,  it  had  the  ia* 
mediate  effect  of  establishing  her  in  the  throne.  Tbi 
Pharisees  were  delighted :  they  now  discovered  that 
her  husband  was  a  great  hero ;  they  regarded  bii 
dying  counsel  as  an  evidence  of  his  contrition  and 
return  to  their  party  ;  they  honoured  him  with  a  mag- 
nificent funeral,  and  extolled  the  wisdom  and  pietj 
of  Alexandra.  The  queen  then  appointed  her  eldeit 
son,  llyrranus,  a  dull  and  indolent  man,  high  priest; 
and  thus  for  a  short  period  the  office  of  pontiff  was 
separated  from  the  crown.  Aristobulus,  her  yoangest 
son,  an  active  and  enterprising  youth,  was  passed 
over,  being  feared  by  her. 

That  the   Pharisees  should  immediately  procare 
the  revocation  of  all  the  edicts  against  their  party, 


I  That  Josephus,  in  his  account  of  Alexander,  was  under  the  ioli- 
once  of  prejudice,  is  manifest  from  the  circumstance  of  his  bein^  fOai 
with  regrard  to  his  later  conquests,  and  intimating*  that  he  died  oft 
ought  on  by  intemperance  and  excess. 
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se  who  were  banished,  restore  them  to  their 
and  likewise  promote  their  own  friends  to 

of  authority  and  emolument,  is  not  to  be 
1  at.'  But  they  were  not  satisfied  with  this  : 
ieoated  the  Sadducean  party,  putting^  many 
:o  death,  especially  those  who  had  been  the 
ends  of  Hyrcanus  and  Alexander ;  and  car- 
nselves  toward  their  adversaries  with  such 
•le  injustice  and  oppression,  that  at  length 
i  considerable  went  in  a  body  to  the  queen, 
young  Aristobulus  at  their  head,  and  after 
]g  their  services  to  her  husband,  humbly 
1  that  she  would  either  extend  adequate 
n  to  them  in  Jerusalem,  or  place  them  in 
)  distant  fortresses  and  cities,  where  they 
e  removed  from  persecution.  Alexandra 
;ted  by  their  representations  ;  but,  too  much 
eled  by  the  Pharisees  to  adopt  the  juster 
ihe  complied  with  their  request  of  voluntary 
ent. 

ueen  soon  after  fell  sick  of  a  dangerous  ill- 
len  Aristobulus,  conceiving  that  a  crisis  had 
irhich  called  on  him  to  act  decisively,  secretly 
Jerusalem,  and,  going  round  to  those  for- 
»  which  the  Sadducees  had  retired,  represent- 
em  the  incapacity  of  his  brother  Hyrcanus, 
;  he  would  only  become  a  tool  in  the  hands 
rannical  Pharisees.  He  easily  gained  over 
*esses  to  his  views ;  for  the  Pharisees  hav- 

disgusted  the  military,  (who  were  for  the 
irt  mercenaries,)  by  their  arrogance  and 
le  soldiers,  as  well  as  the  Sadducees,  were 
ir  a  revolt.  Alarmed  at  these  proceedings, 
risees  hastened  to  the  queen  and  pre^ail^d 
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nation.  The  lirat  measure  of  Ihe  Pbal 
seiie  Uie  wife  and  cliildreo  of  Aristobn 
ages  for  bis  maintaining  peace;  and 
Ihey  could  DQt  depend  upon  the  soldi 
salem,  tbey  raised  anollier  army.  Not 
Ibis,  when  the  forces  of  Iho  two  brothol 
plains  of  Jericho,  the  grcRter  part  of  (Iv 
of  Hyrcanua  went  over  to  Aristobulus ; 
of  peace  being  thereupon  made  by  tbe  la 
nas  readily  consented  to  resign  both  th 
tbe  pontificate;  his  private  patrimony, 
and  ease,  being  guaranteed  to  him. 

But  if  Ihe  supine  Hyrcanas  was  thi 
posed  of,  the  Pharisees,  his  adherent 
Having  associated  with  themselves  Aniipi 
man  of  (liu  Idurneans,  now  incorporal 
Jews,  he  first  persuaded  Hyrcani 
him  to  Aretas,  tbe  king  of  Arabia  Petra 
induced  Atetas  to  undertake  to  replace 
ilip  ihrntip.    Ari'iHs  aoootdinirlv 
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le  consequences  of  this  step  were  fatal  to  tlie 
4oI withstanding  the  frequent  embassies  antl 
able  presents,  which  Iiad  been  sent  by  Ilio 
■.&n  princes  to  tbe  Romans,  the  latter  bad 
I  them  little  or  no  iissislance  ;  and  the  appeal 
on  the  present  emergency  had  the  imme- 
Mt  of  depriving  the  Jews  of  that  measure  of 
i,  of  which  they  had  just  begun  again 
t  sweets;  and  of  bringing  in  upon  them 
-,  which  after  a  century  of  oppreasive 
liiionate  government,  finally  swept  them  alt 
lb  the  besom  of  deiitructioD.  The  Jews  bad 
tely  a.  specimen  of  the  rapacity  and  eaprlec 
oman  commanders.  Gabinius,  who  was  first 
ed  by  Pumpey  into  Judca,  after  accepting  of 
Iu9  a  bribe  of  300  talents,  quitted  him  witb~ 
g  anytliing  in  his  behalf.  Scaurns,  who  was 
It,  pocketed  the  money  of  both  parties ;  but 
ibulus  bid  the  highest,  he  peremptorily  or- 
.relas  to  withdraw  from  Jerusalem ;  who 
tacked  on  his  retreat  by  Arislobulus,  with 
)ps  as  he  could  collect  from  the  neighbouring 
»,  was  defeated  with  the  loss  of  7000  men. 
himself  came  next,  who  also  treated  with 
ties,  accepting  all  their  presents,  and  giving 
air  promises  in  return  ;  till  at  length  Aristo- 
isgnsted  with  his  proceedings,  and  perceiving 
decision  would  ultimately  prove  in  behalf  of 
rsary,  quitted  the  camp  of  Pompey  without 
g  him  the  customary  respects, 
lughty  Roman  was  so  incensed  at  the  con- 
Lfcriatobulus,  that  he  immediately  entered 
B  invested  Jerusalem ;  upon  which  Arislo- 
MviviiE  ''■Bt  l>c  had  now  nothing  left  bat  tti 


city.  Tlie  siego  would  have  been  diffici 
trncted,  hnd  not  tlis  Jews  been  divided  i 
selves,  and  the  spirit  of  Tanalicism  again  | 
The  adlierents  of  Hyrcaous  admitted  ', 
thecilyi  and  wbca  be  from  thence  er< 
giaes  against  the  bulwarks  o(  the  temi 
would  offer  no  resistaucc  on  Ibe  sabbath, 
him  to  (ill  ap  the  dilch  on  that  day,  sn*} 
advances  without  molestation.  At  the  c 
months  therefore,  n  breach  having  be 
Pompey  Delected  the  sabbath-day  for  an 
a  remarkable  coincidence  it  was  the  an 
the  capture  of  the  city  by  NebuohadneEi 
mcmoratiou  of  which  the  priests  were 
solemn  fast,  just  when  the  Roman  soldie: 
Tbey  nevertheless  continued  their  minisl 
suffered  ihemselves  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  ^ 
srinits  that  an  enemy  was  present.  Twel 
nf  the  Jews  perished  by  the  sword,  besid 
who  destroyed  themselves  rather  f^oif.  J 
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vere  again  broken  down ;  Jadea  was  included  in  the 
iSDvinces  of  Syria,  and  occupied  by  Scaurus  with 
two  legions  of  soldiers;  and  the  Jews  were  soon  after 
Balled  upon  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  Romans  exceed- 
iofC  ten  thousand  talents.^ 

Bat  the  Jews  were  if  possible  still  more  annoyed 
hj  the  profaneness  of  Pompey,  whose  curiosity  in- 
iNieed  bim,  spite  of  their  earnest  remonstrances,  to 
Mflerthe  temple  and  penetrate  into  the  holy  of  holies. 
Be  bad  the  self-denial  to  leave  untouched  the  sacred 
bneasures ;  but  the  Jewish  historians  nevertheless  no- 
ittoe,  with  truth,  that  from  this  period  the  affairs  of 
frompey  beg^n  to  decline ;  and  after  a  series  of  dis* 
Haters  and  vexations,  domestic  and  political,  he  pe- 
visbed  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin  in  a  foreign  land, 
jiiieprived  of  the  ordinary  rites  of  sepulture.' 
.  [A.A.C.  56.] — ^The  struggle  nevertheless  continued 
-In  the  family  of  the  Asmonean  princes.  Aristobulus 
was  carried  captive  to  Rome  with  his  four  sons  and 
daof^ters;  but  during  the  civil  wars  and  conten- 
tions, which  soon  after  distracted  the  attention  of 
Pompey,  Alexander,  the  eldest  son,  found  means  to 
escape  and  return  to  Judea,  where  he  was  soon  at 
the  head  of  a  considerable  party.  But  he  soon  found 
that  it  was  not  Hy  roan  us,  with  whom  he  had  to  con- 
tend, but  the  able  and  energetic  Antipater ;  who, 
having  in  the  meanwhile  rendered  essential  service 
to  the  Romans,  was  cheerfully  assisted  by  Gabinius. 
By  his  aid  he  soon  defeated  Alexander  ;  whose  life 
however  was  spared,  on  consideration  of  his  surren- 
dering up  three  fortresses  which  he  had  obtained. 

1  Floras,  iii.  5 ;  Tacitus,  Hist.  ▼.  9 ;  Cic.  pro  Flac.  zxviii ;  Appian. 
BelL  Mititi.  cvi.  cxiv. 

s  Platarch's  life  of  Pompey.    Caesar.  Comm.  de  Bell.  Civ.  iii. 


-ir-2  h:5Toet  of  the  jews: 

A:  u^  usie  GaiKUBs  changed  tke  fonn  of  gOTen- 
2Li»:  :o  lA  iristocracj.  leaninc  Hjrcmnos  tbe  Ugl 
:r.e:K.  And  ciTidiu  the  coantiy  into  five  diftriflli 
i3«:er  3«e  Kpante  coancils.  The  change  oontiiiMi 
-'cw  «.'ior:  1  p«ri:d.  that  it  voold  scarcely  lufen* 
:  i:re*x  ii>x:«if.  were  it  not  that  it  was  appaieotlj  M- 
v^mp^uiMd  at  t&e  desire  of  the  Jews,  who  htd  » 
:  i<»CfTi  KOMCiiinx  of  the  kind  of  Pompey.  Fm 
«XLCJ  ::  wjvtfi  Mem.  that  they  were  not  satisiei 
t:u  :je  uaii^a  of  the  re^  power  with  the  pit- 
:.icxl  i3  'M  saaae  penma. — an  exercise  of  aatiMri^ 
-vi.ca  MIS  pmaiied  nclasivelj  to  their  expedBi 
Hssiioji.  It  U  ^vrpcisxnj;  that  this  was  never  objeehi 
ju  the  MKcabees*  when  the  diadem  was  assoMi 
.\«  laes;  wliich  was  clearly  an  nsorpatien  oftli 
:\zh:s  :i  the  ta^W  of  I>aTid.  whose  desoeodaili 
w>;ffe  ixL'.'i  li^inz  and  known  among  them,  thoogk 
:*iJ!tffi  :=t.' icfis  cimuutances.  But  gratitude  pio- 
:a;:]i.  :j  *j  3«  who  were  the  means  of  their  delif»- 
jzo;  fr.^ci  ^y^iia  uraaoy.  would  prcTent  sacb, « 
k:  12  ej.r..fr  (:<ricd  misht  think  cf  these  things, froB 
z:^^'zz  a::enzce  to  them. 

Aboc:  :*e  end  of  the  same  year  Aristobnios  himidf 
.V2:rt«^'i  I."  ^rffivt  his  escape,  together  with  Us 
^v'^7^rfr  «0D.  Acii£onas:  and  to  raise  an  army;  bit 
■9X5  Jefe^:ed  lad  ajcain  sent  back  prisoner  to  Rome; 
-.N'Ufi  the  secciie.  in  consequence  of  an  obligatioo 
whicA  Oibinios  was  under  to  the  wife  of  Aristobnloii 
nrltxsec  AniiiToncs  and  his  two  sisters.  Alexander 
jilss.^  ctt.wie  a=o:her  aitempt,  and  at  first  with  more 
of  jiucv^^s ;  bjt  he  was  in  the  end  again  defeated 
H  GaMiuus  and  Aaiipaier. 

I  ZeciL  Ti.  1^ 
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l:,A.c  S3.] — Gabioius  soon  after  resigned  the  go- 
iment  of  Syria,  aod  was  succeeded  by  Crasaas, 
se  first  act,  ajfcctiog  Ihc  Jews,  was  to  plunder  the 
[lie  of  Jerusalem,  from  which  he  took  away  the 
sure  spared  by  Pompey  to  the  value  of  ten  thou- 
1  talents.     But  the  anger  of  God  manifestly  in 

instance  pursued  the  spoliator.  Crassus  led  bia 
y  from  Ihenco  against  the  Parlliians  ;  which  war 

become  remarkable  in  Roman  history  for  the  in- 
ation,  disasters,  defeat,  and  igoominioas  death 
he  Roman  commander.' 

Fot  long  after  this,  the  war  broke  out  between 
apey  and  Julius  Cpesar.  Aristobulus,  who  was 
'  fallen  into  years,  as  well  as  misfortunes,  was 
rated  by  Caesar  and  sent  into  Judea,  in  the  hope 
t  be  might  prove  serviceable  to  him  against  his 
J  Pompey.  His  eldest  son  Alexander,  who  was 
alive,  joined  hiro  on  liis  arrival.  Bat  Pompey, 
ing  contrived  to  poison  the  nnfortonate  parent, 
fed  and  beheaded  the  son,  and  thus  quickly  put 
md  to  all  apprehension  of  danger  from  that  quar- 

The  remaining  brother,  Antigonus,  iled  with  his 
ber  and  sister  to  Ptolemy  Menntens,  prince  of 
ilcia,  with  whom  they  obtained  a  refuge, 
ompey  however  found  an  enemy  in  Judea,  where 
east  e.xpected  it.  The  political  liagacity  of  Anti- 
T  enabled  him  to  foresee  the  probable  Issue  of  the 
lest  between  the  two  Romans ;  he  therefore  decid- 
I  espoused  the  interests  of  Csesar,  and  rendered 
essential  services  in  Egypt,  where  he  also  greatly 
h^isbed  himself  by  personal  bravery  and  talent.' 
^Bk  telum  made  him  procurator  of  Judea  and  a 


#>nBMKk,U[gafCMMa>j  nonuiii.ll 


■r?  e:«to£T  of  tee  jews: 

.^j^z  ::  Ruoe.  viih  certaiD  ■ppointnMnls  intk 
?.:ma2  irziv.  Tm  renl  aroTemment  was  likend 
';t  u-f  :2  5s*««  of  Anii pater,  restored  toHjrcam, 
« . v:  r«*r=  :j^  :-e  t:?  re*:ort:  fj  JemsaJem.  Pbinel,  the 
'.•:•;:»::  Kc  :■:'  Acci^-iter.  was  br  him  made  gorencr 
:>'*  .^riia^s:  aad  Hcnxl  his  Toangrest  son,  wVopii- 
>r^«.?t:.  :^  i*::.::Mi  lo  the  abilities  and  brafcrjrita 
~L.i-^r.  u-^  icvaaiixe  of  an  accomplished  Rohi 
-■zi^n-^:ii.  -VIS  caade  zoTenior  of  Galilee. 

Bx: :.:  ^  ^tv-iLj  increased  power  of  Antipiterfii 
Ti  ■:  :  -Lv?  :i*  Psirisee*.  Thej  had  gladly  iTiiM 
ii'tn.sf.vfr^  ::'  i:*  i!:caeace  and  senrices to  forviri 
-.7 :  .::^rt^>-^  ::'  i^eir  ovn  faction  ;  bat  now  thattkif 
M  ¥  :.a.  ks  ue  Rcmao  procaraior  of  Jadea,  poiic» 
: :  ^  i  r«: «  ic  rnMier  in  reaJiij  than  that  of  HjicaaHi 
i:-:  vi<^  v-:w2^.s  of  the  king  himself  likewise  iwajil 
J  %  :  ^  ;: ' ^f  zee.  iheir  jeaioDSv  was  aroused,  and  thcj  1 
S:cir  ::  'iriri  lici  wi;h  suspicion  and  dislike.  Tk  I 
«  i.c  :.?i-::  izd  e-cr*:T  exhibited  by  yoan^  HeroA 
. '  r  *  :■  - .  V  --.e.  :r. : s^L  ^. i*  ^reat  kenetit  to  the  nalioi 
, :  7 .  n  .- .  :  -  -  iei  raiher  i ..  ioerease  than  to  allay  thb 
.-->•  0*.r*:  i:-  :r.^  ci\il  wars  which  hadnovio 
.    ,:  i  >:ri::;\i  :~r  c:-jn:ry.  it  had  become  filled  vitk 

::  r:r  »res   iLe  suldiers   raised  hy  eilhw 

vi  ■•     i.-.   r.i-n  cisrin ied.  or  dispersed  by  defeat 

,"  .r^  :: :  Mrd.ciistncss  of  the  opposite  party. 
.s.s.  *■■  ::  :ie  Phirisees.  instead  of  rcturoin;  to 
:  i-;-  *  .iirs.  :r.:y  hiJ  rc:ired  in  bands  to  the  ca¥cs 
A  ■.-.  :.i*;rc^^5  v.:"  i-e  wilderness  districts, and  existed 
i-*  :!j:-,::r.  A:  Ier.*ih  tbev  had  become  so  formida- 
^\'  .s  :.'  .:::.-.ci.  bc^iies  of  troops,  and  to  %ht  regular 
^  .%•.-.,>>     Bu:  :l:e  vigorous  and  well-concerted  mea- 


S-:.::u<  .:<  S<-.  A.ei. :— Dicn,  Cass.  lib.  xUi. 
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fjires  of  Herod  effectoally  drove  them  out  of  Galilee, 
Ifrhich  province  had  been  chiefly  infested  by  them ; 
1^^    having  captured  their  leader,  Hezekiah,  and 
■everal  other  chiefs,  he  pat  them  to  death,  and  thus 
IJbCiick  terror  into  the  remainder.     The  reputation 
■Cliicb  Herod  gained- by  this  enterprize  only  annoyed 
jue  Pharisees.    They  could  not  forget  that  he  was  of 
j^hjB  hated  Idumean  race,  and  the  son  of  Antipater ; 
lUid  though  Hezekiah  and  his  companions  were  out- 
|aiii^8»  captured  in  open  warfare,  and  executed  by  the 
Ipwfal  governor  of  the  province  in  which  they  were 
mken,  they  sympathized  with  the  robbers,  and  ac- 
riMuyed  Herod  of  despising  the  authority  of  the  San- 
Jhediim  at  Jerusalem,  inasmuch  as  he  had  put  them 
j^  death  without  their  authority.    They  so  wrought 
^pon  Hyrcanus  also,  in  the  representation  of  the  mat- 
ter to  him,  that,  with  a  resolution  unusual  in  that 
gprincoy  be  ordered  Herod  to  appear  before  the  San- 
J^edrim,  and  answer  to  the  charges  preferred  against 
J^im.     On  the  day  of  trial  however,  Herod  appeared 
l^fore  his  judges  at  the  head  of  an  armed  retinae, 
and  delivered  a  letter  also  from  Sextus  Csesar,  the 
Roman  governor  of  Syria,  to  Hyrcanus,  containing 
express  orders  to  acquit  him ;  by  which  means  the 
attempt  against  him  proved  abortive.    Herod,  by  the 
.advice  of  Hyrcanus  himself,  withdrew  to  Damascus 
for  a  season;  from  whence  his  natural  impetuosity 
.would  have  prompted  him  to  march  upon  Jerusalem 
with  an  army,  and  punish  the  Sanhedrim;  but  he 
was  dissuaded  from  the  attempt  by  his  more  tempe- 
rate and  politic  father. 

[A.A.C.  41.] — Just  as  Caesar,  at  the  instance  of  An- 
tipater, was  about  further  to  enlarge  the  powers  of 
Hyrcanus,  and  restore  to  him  the  fortresses  which 


would  have  been  pot  to  death,  bat  for  tb 
ofAalipater,  whose  kindness  be  repaid 
cjt;,  The  sons  of  Antipater  speedily  i 
father's  death  by  the  destruction  or  the 
After  the  defeat  of  Brutus  and  Cassit 
Marc  Antony,  the  friend  of  Cxsar, 
Syria;  when  the  restless  and  unliril 
hoping  to  succeed  better  with  him  than' 
complisbed  with  the  previous  govervan^ 
tation  to  him  to  Bythjnia  to  compli 
sael  and  Herod.  But  Anton;,  ha< 
valued  their  father,  dismissed  the  depot 
hearing.  A  second  embassy  was  met 
Daphne,  near  Antioch.  who  alleged  thi 
power  was  usurped  by  the  suns  of  Antip] 
Hyrcanus  was  reduced  to  a  mure  < 
canus  himself,  to  whose  grand -d an ghtei 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  of  tb 
was  now  betrothed,  appeared  and  pli 
behalf;    on  which  Antony  confided  Ji 
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[a«a.c.  37.] — Though  these  efforts  did  not  succeed 
rith  Antony,  they  encouraged  Aotigonus,  the  son 
f  Aristobnius,  who  was  watching  in  his  retreat  in 
'balchis  for  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  crown, 
0  hope  that  he  should  now  meet  with  sufficient  sup- 
tort,  owing  to  the  dislike  of  the  Pharisees,  and  of  the 
'ews  in  general,  toward  the  Idumean  family.  Nor 
ras  be  in  this  respect  deceived ;  multitudes  flocked 
o  bis  standard :  besides  which  he  was  aided  by  the 
xoops  of  Chalcis,  and  by  the  Parthians,  who  then 
had  possession  of  Syria,  and  whose  services  he  hired. 
ILfler  some  fighting,  it  was  agreed  on  both  sides,  in 
Hder  to  stop  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  that  their 
differences  should  be  settled  by  treaty ;  but  whilst 
tte  negotiations  were  going  on,  the  Parthians,  with 
flwir  characteristic  wiliness  and  treachery,  inveigled 
9yrcanns  and  Phasael  into  their  power.  Herod  was 
Jkewise  aimed  at,  but  perceiving  the  snare,  and  being 
iitformed  of  the  capture  of  his  brother  and  Hyrcanus, 
lemade  his  escape  into  Idumea  with  a  choice  body 
^troops,  and  taking  with  him  Mariamne. 

In  this  manner  Antigonus  obtained  a  temporary 
Nitsession  of  the  throue.  His  first  act  was  to  muti- 
hte  Hyrcanus,  by  cutting  off  his  ears,  whereby  he 
^as  incapacitated  from  holding  the  office  of  high 
^tiest.  (Lev.  xxi.  16 — 23).  Phasael,  hearing  of  this 
t^rbarity,  destroyed  himself  in  prison.  The  Par- 
hians  then  retired  into  Syria,  carrying  with  them 
Slyrcanus,  and  taking  care  first  to  plunder  Jerusalem 
kttd  the  country  round  about. 

In  the  meanwhile  Herod  lost  no  time  in  repairing 
m  Rome,  where  his  cause  was  warmly  espoused  by 
Ifarc  Antony  and  Octavius  Caesar.  He  desired, 
lowever,  no  more  than  that  Aristobulns,  the  brother 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE   IDUMEAN  PRINCES. 

HEROD.  [A.A.C.  34.]— The  true  characters  of 
Biy  who  pass  their  life  in  one  even  course,  either  of 
iBlpcrity  or  adversity,  are  rarely  known :  it  is 
Aage  of  circa  Distances,  and  the  new  class  of  temp- 
tions  to  which  they  are  thereby  exposed,  that  com- 
ply serve  to  put  them  to  the  proof,  and  to  elicit 
'  latent  principles,  either  of  virtue  or  vice.  This 
tark  is  particularly  applicable  to  Herod.  Up  to 
ft  period  he  appears  before  us  in  history  only  as  an 
^etnous  and  generous  soldier;  ardent  in  his  at- 
bments,  fierce  in  his  resentments,  ambitions  only 
Exercising  to  the  utmost  the  power  he  had  lawfully 
I'uired,  and  rather  injured  by  the  Jews  than  in- 
log.  But  having  been  unexpectedly  elevated  to 
throne,  his  character  was  greatly  altered.  He 
feame  jealous  of  every  person  whom  he  thought 
ely  to  invade  his  crown,  and  suspicious  of  every 
^Tement  of  his  subjects  which  could  possibly  affect 
k  sovereignty.  And  though  he  still  endeavoured,  by 
sasional  acts  of  generosity,  to  conciliate  the  Jews, 
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he  exhibiled  a  ruthless  and  iaagatnaij  apii 
hesitated  at  no  atrucitj, against  those  whombofeaid 
or  suspected  or  was  ang:ercd  by.  His  Gist  set  «M  to 
select  forty-five  persons  of  the  party  of  ADtigDBlls, 
all  of  whom  he  coDdcnined  to  death  and  confiscated 
their  property.  He  oext  proscribed  the  whole  S«t- 
hedrini,  with  the  exeeption  of  two  members, 
daring  the  aiege  advised  a  capitulation. 

After  these  sereiities  he  turned  hix  altention  It- 
ward  Aristobulas  and  Hyrcanos,  the  brother  and 
grandfather  of  his  wife,  both  of  whom  he  feait4,l>- 
cause  the  J  were  the  next  male  descendants  of  fla 
Asmoneans,  and  therefore  regarded  with  afleolton  tj 
the  Jens.     He  had  already,  through  jealousy  of  dW 
former,  preferred  an  obscure  person   named  Aaui 
to  be  high   priest;  bat  was  compelled,  by  the  I0 
remonstrances  of  Alexandra,  the  mother  of  AriBtot 
lus,  to  depose   Ananel  and  appoint   her  sun.    0 
serving,  however,  the  increasing  popularii;  of  AlU 
baluB,  he  procured  certain  of  his  conrliers,  luU 
vient  to  his  wishes,  to  invite  the  young  prince 
bathe,  who  then,  pretending  sport,  contrived  U 
him,  and   gave  out  that  it  was  by  accident 
affected  the  deepest  sorrow,  and  ordered  a 
flcent  faneral;  but  his  hypocrisy  was  seen  tliroagb, 
to  the  dislike  which  previoasly  existed  of  his 
was  now  added  a  detestation  of  his  person, 
mother  of  Arislobulus  wrote  to  Cleopatra,  the  fi 
or  rather  infamous,  queen  of  Egypt,  en trealinf 
to  bring  the  matter  before  Marc  Antony.    Clcot 
the  mote  readily  eoraplied,  bccaose  she  coveted  Jadll 
for  herself;    on    which   Marc   Antony 
Herod  to  appear  before  him  at  Laodieca.     His  dM^I 
appealed  to  be  BUB^edi  but,  by  offering  a  large 
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bis  jadg^e,  who  was  already  prepossessed  in  his  be- 

ilfy  he  obtained  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  and  the  dis- 

ipoiotment  of  Cleopatra  was  soothed  with  the  pro- 

nce  of  Coele-Syria. 

Hjrcanos  had  been  induced  to  quit  Parthia,  (at  the 

"gent  invitation  of  Herod,  who  procured  his  release 

Mil  the  Parthian  king),  and  to  confide  himself  to  the 

wpitality  and  honour  of  his  rival.    He  was  treated 

r  Herod  with  marked  attention  and  respect ;  but  pre- 

ntly  after,  on  pretence  of  a  treasonable  correspon- 

uioe  discovered  between  him  and  the  Arabs,  he  was 

Bt  to  death. 

But  a  rod  of  scorpions  was  preparing  for  Herod  in 

le  bosom  of  his  own  family.    He  had  a  sister  named 

alome,  a  woman  of  ambitions  and  intriguing  spirit, 

Bd  ander  the  influence  of  a  malignant  envy  of  Mari- 

Uie.    Upon  the  departure  of  Herod  for  Laodicea 

t  had  entrusted  the  latter  to  the  guardianship  of  his 

Hcle  Joseph;  to  whom  he  gave  private  injunctions, 

iMt,  in  case  of  his  being  condemned,  he  should  put 

er  to  death,  that  she  might  not  become  the  wife  of 

nother.    On  the  return  of  Herod,  Salome  insinuated 

lat  Mariamne  had  been  too  intimate  with  his  uncle ; 

Bt  Herod  would  not  listen  to  the  imputation,  until 

B  discovered, — by  Alexandra,  the  mother  of  Mari- 

DDe,  rashly  upbraiding  him  with  his  barbarity, — 

lat  Joseph  had  communicated  his  secret.    Upon  this 

)  pat  Joseph  to  death,  and  threw  Alexandra  into 

riion;  but  believing  Mariamne  to  be  innocent  of 

le  charge,  he  excused  his  intended  cruelty  toward 

nr  under  the  plea  of  violent  afi'ection. 

God  visited  Judea  at  this  time  with  various  judg- 

ents.     The  first  was  a  war  with  Arabia,  which 

the  onset  proved  very  disastrous  to  the  Jews, 

2  c 
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Ihongb  altiraately  tbej  came  off  victors.  II  «u 
brought  on  at  the  secret  instigation  of  Cleopatra: 
wbuM  insatiable  avarice  had  after  all  prevailed  on 
Anthony  to  grant  her  the  fertile  district  of  ierichd) 
which  then  abounded  in  date-trees.  On  visitiai; 
Jodea  to  take  possession  of  this  sift,  she  agalD 
coveted  the  entire  dominions  of  Herod  ;  and  lliougb 
the  Utter  received  her  with  great  bospitaliij',  and 
magni&centJf  entertained  and  dismissed  hor,  aiir 
nevertheless  stirred  Dp  the  Arabs  against  faim.  ^it 
cordiality.bowever,  of  Herod  wasonlj  inappeaniDCe; 
be  was  in  reslit;  disposed  to  pat  her  to  death,  beins 
mortified  at  the  loss  of  so  fair  a  portion  of  his  lerTK 
tory ;  bat  he  was  dissuaded  from  his  purpose  bj  Ibe 
more  sober  advice  of  his  friends. 

The  nest  visilatioo  was  an  earthiinaJte,  which  toct 
place  in  the  seventh  year  of  Herod's  reign,  and  hM 
for  its  severity,  unparalleled  io  the  previoas  bistor; 
of  Palesline.  Thirty  thousaod  persons  were  ci- 
gnlphed  in  the  earth,  or  buried  nodcr  falling  baild- 
ings ;  and  for  a  moment  tbe  nation,  and  Herod  like- 
wise, appeared  to  be  seriously  impressed.  Bu 
proved  as  the  morning  dew,  and  vanished  when  the 
cloud  dispersed. 

[A.A.C.  27.]— The  defeat  of  his  friend  and  palroa 
Marc  Anthony,  at  Actlum,  by  Augustas  Cassar,  agtin 
plaued  Herod  in  a  precarious  position.  He  adx'atl 
Anthony  to  put  Cleopatra  to  death,  and  to  seiBen 
her  kingdom  and  treasures,  as  the  best  means  of  de- 
livering himself  from  lier  spells,  and  of  repairing  hi 
shattered  fortunes;  but  as  Aothou; rejected  hiscooB* 
sel  with  disdain,  he  next  repaired  to  Augustus,  and 
assnmtog  the  air  of  confidence  and  frankness  mhUk 
formerly  was  natural  with  him,  he  plainly  evowed  hit 
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1  Anthony;  bnt  slated,  that  as 
ithony  bad  not  thought  proper  to  follow  his  coun- 
I,  he  now  fell  bimsetf  at  liberty  to  make  an  offer  of 
I  friendship  to  Aogustus,  whom  be  promised  to 
r?e  with  equal  fidelity  and  zeal.  Augostna  was  oap- 
aled  by  his  apparent  candour,  and  bidding  him 
lume  tbe  diadem,  received  bim  as  his  friend.  He 
>ii  after  gave  Augustus  an  earnest  of  his  sincerity, 
entertaining  both  him  and  his  army,  on  their  way 
o  Egypt  and  on  their  return,  with  great  profusion : 
iduct  which  Angustus  as  liberally  recompensed,  by 
itoring  to  Herod  the  district  of  Jericho,  presenting 
n  also  with  Samaria,  together  with  Gadara,  Joppa. 
d  other  fortresses,  and  likewise  with  4000  Gaulish 
diera  who  had  formed  the  body-guard  ofCleopatra. 
But  DO  political  aggrandisement  or  advantages 
lid  compensate  for  tbe  increasing  domestic  troo- 
is  of  Herod,  brought  on  by  his  own  jealonsj,  and 
neoted  by  the  fiend-like  malignity  of  Salome. 
BvioQS  to  his  tirst  visit  to  Augustus,  as  he  had 
iBOn  to  fear  for  the  result,  he  took  the  same  course 
Jb  his  wife  as  previously,  and  confided  her  to  the 
«  of  a  nobleman  named  Sohcoius  j  giving  him  se- 
t  iDStrnctions  to  put  both  her  and  her  mother  to 
ttb,  in  case  of  his  Tailing  in  his  suit.  But  ihey, 
ipecling  from  their  former  experience  that  this 
;ht  be  the  case,  managed  to  estraet  the  secret 
m  Sohemus;  the  consequence  of  which  was  the 
ire  alienation  of  the  afl'ections  of  Mariamoe,  who, 
ible  to  conceal  bcr  anger  and  disgust,  bitterly  re- 
nohed  Herod  upon  his  return  with  his  inhuman 
Ssbness.  Vain  were  now  the  protestations  of  bis 
e:  neither  kindness  nor  threats  could  induce  her 
fee  to  dissemble  her  a 
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Salome,  who  had  watched  her  opportanity,  took 
advaotas^e  of  a  momcDt,  when  Herod  was  exasperated 
at  his  wife's  coldness,  to  send  to  him  his  owd  cap- 
bearer,  bribed  by  her  to  declare,  that  Mariamne  had 
solicited  him  to  take  off  Herod  by  poison.  Thekinf, 
believing  the  accusation,  immediately  had  her  tried 
by  a  court  consisting  of  his  own  creatares,  who  pro- 
nounced her  guilty ;  but  he  nevertheless  hesitated 
for  awhile,  whether  to  consign  her  to  perpetual  in- 
prisonment  or  to  death.  In  the  mean  time  a  lifelj 
interest  was  excited  in  her  behalf  among  theJevii 
She  «  as  the  only  remaining  link  of  the  house  of  ii- 
moneus,  the  memory  of  whose  illustrious  princci 
was  now  fondly  cherished.  She  was  young,  beao- 
tiful,  and  virtuous,  cruelly  treated  and  infamously 
slandered,  and  moreover  she  now  hated  the  man  whoa 
they  hated.  But  their  commiseration  hastened  her 
destruction  :  the  artful  Salome  failed  not  by  her  I^ 
port  of  these  things  to  alarm  and  incense  the  jealooi 
spirit  of  Herod,  and  procured  from  him  an  order  fu 
htT  execution.  The  unfortunate  queen  met  her  fate 
with  great  resignation  and  fortitude.  On  her  way  to 
the  place  of  execution,  she  was  met  by  her  mother, 
u  ho,  hoping  to  save  her  own  life  thereby,  reproached 
her  with  infidelity  and  ingratitude  toward  her  hos- 
haud.  Mariamne  meekly  submitted  to  the  imputation; 
but  the  unnatural  Alexandra  failed  in  her  object,  and 
was  soon  after  put  to  death,  unpitied  and  despised. 

The  disquiet  of  Herod  was  only  aggravated  by  the 
execution  of  his  wife.  Love  and  remorse  raged  in 
his  bosom  by  turns.  He  would  passionately  call 
aloud  upon  her  name  ;  then,  awaking  to  the  reality 
of  his  loss,  burst  into  an  agony  of  tears  ;  and  fioallr 
abandon  himself  to  the  torments  of  despair.    This 
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state  of  alternate  excitement  and  depression  brought 
on  at  length  a  dangerous  illness,  which  nearly  con- 
signed him  to  the  grave ;  and  though  he  recovered 
frdm  it,  yet  his  temper  became  so  much  more  sus- 
picioas,  tyrannical,  and  cruel,  that  he  was  dreaded 
even  by  his  friends. 

In  the  meanwhile  he  became  still  more  unpopular 
with  his  subjects,  by  his  Innovations  upon  the  na- 
tional manners,  which  he  was  endeavouring,  in  order 
to  please  the  Romans,  to  conform  as  much  as  possi- 
ble to  their  customs.  He  built  a  theatre  witliin  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  an  amphitheatre  without. 
He  celebrated  quinquennial  games,  had  combats  of 
gladiators,  and  promoted  other  heathen  sports  and 
entertainments.  Like  as  in  the  time  of  Menclaus, 
there  wanted  not  Jews  sufficiently  lax  in  principle  to 
abet  Herod  in  these  proceedings  ;  and  his  policy  led 
bim  to  increase  and  strengthen  this  party  as  much  as 
possible,  in  order  to  counterbalance  the  influence  of 
the  fanatics.  Those  who  advocated  his  measures  were 
ag^in  chiefly  of  the  Saddncees ;  which  section  of  them 
came  on  that  account  to  be  called  Hcrodians.^  But  the 
majority  of  the  nation  was  still  under  the  influence  of 
the  Pharisees ;  and  when  therefore  Herod  proceeded 
to  adorn  the  exterior  of  his  theatre  with  sculptured 
trophies  and  statues,  the  multitude,  who  could  see  no 
difference  between  them  and  the  ensigns  of  idolatry, 
broke  out  into  open  insurrection.  Ten  of  the  fanatics 
boand  themselves  by  an  oath  to  assassinate  Herod ;  but 
their  plot  being  discovered,  they  were  put  to  death 
with  tortures.    The  multitude  attacked  the  informer, 

1  That  the  Saddacces  were  generally  Herodians  is  manifest  from 
a  comparison  of  Matthew  xvi.  6,  with  Mark  viii.  is,  where  the  two 
names  are  used  as  identical. 
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and  Rianirested  botli  their  rage  and  their  b 
by  literally  coltinshig  fleah  ia  pieces  aod  tht4 
il  to  llie  dogs.  Bat  the  troops  of  Herod  seiied  llir 
ringleaders  aod  put  them  to  death,  together 
tlicir  entire  fatniliea ;  by  which  means  the  insi 
tion  was  suppressed.  The  cuslom  of  biodiog  Ihca- 
selves  bj  an  oath  to  effect  any  desperate  or  taaria- 
Otis  enterprise  ariernards  became  frequent  Maoag  Ih 
sealots.  (Acts  xsiii.  21.) 

[A.A.C.  22.]— This  outbreak  was  followed  bj  o- 
other  serious  visitation  upon  the  entire  kingdora.  i 
long  drought  produced  a  famine,  and  its  usual  cw- 
comitant,  a  pestilence.  Herod  upon  this  occuiw 
evinced  great  liberality.  He  threw  open  hisgisM- 
ries,  maintained  daily  fifty  thousand  persons  at  his 
sole  expence,  and  furnished  seed  corn  to  the  sfTi' 
cullorists  of  his  own  dominions,  and  to  the  neigli- 
bouring  provinces  of  Syria.  But  there  was  no  psblic 
liumilialion ;  and  though  the  king  purchased  by  hii 
munificeDCB  a  temporary  popularity,  the  nation  soM 
returned  to  its  usual  stale  of  sullen  dissatisfaction- 
Herod  was  passionately  fond  of  architecture;  in! 
in  order  to  divert  bis  mind  from  painful  and  embi^ 
tering  remembrances,  new  palaces,  new  forUewn 
and  new  cities  were  undertaken  ;  vvhilst  the  more 
wealthy  of  his  parasites,  imitating  his  example,  mr- 
ered  the  country  round  Jerusalem  with  splendid 
villas  and  villages.  Some  of  the  more  remarkable 
of  the  works  accomplisbed  by  Herod  are  worthy  of 
notice.  He  rebuilt  Samaria,  on  a  scale  of  greatBUC- 
nificence,  and  called  it  Sebaile,  (the  Greek  word  Ibi 
Augusiui)  after  his  imperial  protector.  He  foflixM 
strong  city  on  the  sea-coast,  between  Joppa  and 
vhich  he  filled  witb  Greek  colonists,  and  callwl 
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it  likewise,  after  bis  patron,  Casarea.  To  protect  the 
barbODT  both  rrora  buman  enemies  and  from  the  fury 
of  the  elements,  be  built  here  the  famons  tower  of 
Stralon,  and  fornied  a  breakwater  Yiy  sinking  blocks 
of  stone  of  the  enormous  bnlk  of  eight  thousand 
oubit  feet,  on  whicb  he  erected  a  pier  two  bundred 
feet  nide  with  walls  and  towers.  He  likewise  built 
the  castle  of  Anton^  at  Jerusalem,  and  other  fortifi- 
cations there,  for  the  purpose  of  overawing  (lie  Jews, 
and  affording  a  refuge  for  himself  io  case  of  iosur- 
rectioD,  But  that  whicli  may  be  considered  bis  prin- 
cipal undertaking  was  the  rebuilding  and  enlarge- 
fflent  of  tbe  temple.'  The  foundations  were  of  great 
depth  :  and  some  of  the  walls  were  raised  from  the 
rallej  beneath  to  the  prodigious  height  of  300  cubits 
— upwards  of  500  feet.  Tbe  temple  itself,  or  main 
building,  was  60  cubits  in  length  and  60  in  height, 
with  wings  of  20  cubits  each;  the  exterior  of  which 
was  constructed  of  ioimenso  blocks  of  polished  mar- 
ble,* whilst  the  interior  was  of  gold.    The  courts,  the 

I  It  liMljModlipotHl,  whether  the  old  temple,  ssJoaephuiBtatiH, 
wmaenUrel)' pulled  down,  npd  ■  now  one  built  In  llsplacei  or  whe- 
ther nh»t  waj  accomplished  by  Herod  WBa  merelr  a  repair  and  ea- 


trwB  time),  with  npy  notion  of  a  marc  repair  or  enlnrgement  of  the 
.  oUoDi-  It  li  manifeEC  also  that  tlie  staiement  Id  John  ii.ao,  that  It 
k  WH«  fbTty.six  ;ean  in  building;  conld  not  appljr  to  the  period  of 
Bvrod*a  reign,  aathat  was  not  altogether 
oMlced  therefore  to  conclDde  with  D     " 
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porticoes  and  cloisters  exhibited   a   correspondiBg 
magnificence. 

But  however  proud  and  boastful  the  Jews  olti* 
mately  were  of  their  temple,  Herod  himself  lost 
ground  in  their  esteem,  during  the  progress  of  the 
building,  from  various  causes.  One  was,  that  witk 
that  criminal  indifference  to  right  principles,  wbick 
in  modern  times  has  found  many  imitators  under  tke 
name  of  liberality,  he  was  at  the  same  time  erecting  > 
temple  at  Csesarea  for  a  false  and  idolatrous  worsliip, 
which  he  dedicated  to  Augustus.  Another  was,  that 
he  broke  into  the  mausoleums  of  David  and  Solomon, 
(which  were  held  by  the  Jews  in  great  veneratioi, 
and  had  hitherto  escaped  the  rapacity  of  all  their 
conquerors,)  and  plundered  them  of  the  valuables 
deposited  therein.  He  afterwards  vainly  endeavoond 
to  atone  for  the  outrage  by  erecting  beautiful  mona- 
ments  of  white  marble  at  the  sepulchres:  the  Jews 
only  regarded  them  as  memorials  of  the  sacrilege; 
and  never  looked  on  them  without  execrating  him. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  however,  in  this  place,  that 
the  Pharisees  so  far  caught  the  building  mania  of  the 
age,  that  they  erected  ornamental  cenotaphs  and 
mausoleums  over  the  graves  of  the  eminent  martyrs 
and  prophets  of  former  days. 

A  further  source  of  disaffection  to  the  Jews,  and  of 
domestic  disquietude  to  Herod,  arose  out  of  his  mis- 
conduct toward  his  sons  by  Mariamne,  Alexander 
and  Aristobulus  ;  who,  because  they  were  hers,  were 
regarded  with  unusual  partiality  by  the  Jews.  Sa- 
lome, the  evil  familiar  spirit  of  Herod,  set  her  de- 
praved ingenuity  to  work  to  foment  mischief  out  of 
these  circumstances,  and  not  without  success.  False 
charges  of  designs   against  the  crown  and   life  of 
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Herod  were  repeatedly  insinuated ;  and  at  length 
the  fact  that  they  had,  with  the  nnguardedness  of 
youth,  freely  commented  on  their  mother's  death, 
was  safficient  to  establish  a  conviction  of  their  gailt 
In  the  mind  of  the  suspicions  father.  They  were  ar- 
nugned  before  a  Roman  tribunal ;  upon  which  occa- 
sion Herod  pleaded  against  them  in  person,  with 
great  acrimony  and  vindictiveness ;  but  they  were 
BOTertheless  declared  innocent,  and  Herod  himself 
waa  relactantly  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  verdict. 

Fresh  charges  were  nevertheless  industriously  con- 
cocted by  Salome,  and  by  Pheroras,  a  brother  of 
Salome  and  Herod ;  and  at  length  Herod  again 
arraigned  them;  when  by  bribing  the  judges,  and 
omitting  to  summons  to  the  trial  Archelans,  the 
fRther-iu'-Iaw  of  Alexander,  (who  was  appointed  one 
of  the  judges  by  Augustus,  as  a  counterpoise  to  the 
Inflaence  of  their  own  father,)  he  procured  a  verdict 
against  them,  and  put  them  to  death.  This  conduct 
of  Herod  is  reported  to  have  drawn  forth  from  Au- 
gaatus  the  keen  but  too  just  sarcasm,  that  he  had 
rather  be  Herod's  hog  than  his  son.^ 

Herod  had  other  children  by  various  wives:  one  of 
his  sons,  named  Antipater,  had  entered  with  avidity 
into  the  plot  against  his  brothers,  hoping  that  by  ac- 
complishing their  death,  the  crown  would  devolve  to 
himself.  But  he  was  afterwards  detected  himself  in 
an  actual  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  Herod,  and  put 
to  death.  During  the  proceedings,  however,  against 
Antipater,  Pheroras,  the  brother  of  Herod,  died ;  and 

I  Macrobius.— Sat.  I .  ii.  4.  The  remark  is  grounded  upon  the  fact, 
that  as  a  professed  Jew,  he  would  not  eat,  and  therefore  would  not 
daughter,  swine. 
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from  liis  widow  and  slaves  Herod  digeoV 
astoDishment,  that  he  likewise  had  been  impti 
in  the  conspiracy,  together  with  oUier  members 
family,  and  several  pet-sons  of  distinction ;  and — ■ 
aiTected  him  more  painfully  than  all — the  san 
aminations  clearly  established  Ibe  innocence 
sons  of  Mariamne. 

NameroQs  executions  followed  npon  this  disc 
and  the  mind  of  Herod  became,  if  possible,  <ti I 
suspicions  and  mistrustful.  He  bad  a  police  c 
ually  on  the  watch  ;  his  spies  insinuated  them 
into  all  companies ;  and  the  unhappy  being  «b 
lured,  in  the  confidence  of  the  social  circJa,  ti 
words  disparaging  to  the  king, was  seized  in  thee 
night,  and  hurried  away  to  the  Hyrcania.  a  caitl 
which  scarcely  any  ever  rein rned.  He  hiinsel 
even  said  to  go  about  in  disguise,  in  order  to 
of  the  popular  feeling  concerning  him ;  whilst 
was  the  excitement  and  alarm  in  which  he  wu 
linually  kept,  through  apprehension  of  his  Hil 
that  he  would  frequently  start  from  his  sleep,  ai 
aloud  for  help  against  imaginary  assassins.  Ti 
to  bis  wretched  condition,  God  struck  bim  « 
dreadful  and  incurable  disease,  supposed  to 
been  a  corrosion  of  the  intestines  by  worms,  bnl 
forth  into  ulcers,  which  rendered  him  loalhsoH 
others,  and  almost  insupportable  to  himself.' 

The  last  year  of  his  reign  proved  the  moil 
guioary  and  despotic  of  his  life  ;  and  one  of  the 
remarkable  also  in  Jewish  history.  Whilst  the 
tion  was  declining  more  and  more  from  llu 
knowledge  of  God,  and  public  degeneracy  of  a 

<t  BartttDllDoi  di  XDt 
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I  iBcraasing,  Ibe  Almighty,  previously  to  inflicting 
>ii  them  his  terrible  judgmenU,  proceeded,  accord- 
to  hia  usual  manner,  to  viait  them  with  extraor- 
ary  light  BQd  spiritual  blessin;;^,  for  the  twofold 
pose  of  calling  out  his  election,  and  warning  the 
ion  of  the  coming  wrath.  A  few  persons  of  sin- 
ar  piely  were  yet  to  be  found,  of  whom  the  names 
preserved  to  us  of  Zaeharias  a  priest,  Elizabeth 
wife,  Simeon,  Anna,  all  aged  persons;  likewise 
eph  a  carpenter  of  Nazareth,  and  Mary  a  virgin 
vbom  Joseph  was  betrothed,  both  deaoended  from 
vid.'  Among  this  little  band  of  worshippers  the 
,  of  prophecy  was  now  restored ;  and  it  bad  also 
a  announced  to  them,  by  angelic  visions,  that  a 
Bt  prophet  should  be  born  at  this  time  of  the  aged 
«betb,  and  that  the  long-expected  Messiah  should 
miraculonsly  born  of  Mary,  in  her  virgin  Slate. 
i  general  impression  prevailed  at  this  period,  not 
y  in  Jndea,  bnt  also  among  the  Gentiles,  that  a 
^  was  now  about  to  appear,  who  should  obtain 
irersal  sovereignty,  and  cause  rigbteousness  and 
ice  everywhere  to  prevail.  The  Jews  dearly  ta- 
red this  from  tbeir  sacred  books;  in  which  such 
ersoa  is  mentioned  under  the  terms  "  the  Anointed'* 
t  "  the  Jiut  One ;  "  and  he  was  familiarly  spoken 
)y  those  who  looked  for  him,  as  "  T/ie  Hope  "  and 
ie  Camolatiim  of  Iirael,"  The  more  carnal  and 
Btic  Jews  indulged  themselves  only  in  dreams  of 


d^Mofths  Greek  or  HeiodlBiipirty,  who  ooiDi 

udTGB  br  (.ml, or,  Bt  this  peiiod.bj Ilallan  niuoBh,  werti  incom. 

lie  with  the  ciprtlae  oT  eennliie  piety,  whaUoever  jijnm  of  go<Ul- 


■a  Xailtih  KUd  the  Cieek  word  CkrUt  both  lie^itj 
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domioioii  under  his  empire,  and  washing  theirfeeti 
tbe  blood  of  their  enemies ;  which  greatly  piNMt 
in  them  a  ferocious  ^spirit  of  insubordintioi  v 
contempt  for  the  Gentiles.  Multitudes  al80,wki 
Tarious  periods  had  ^oaned  under  tbe  tynw!* 
rapacity  of  the  Gentiles, — whether  the  pow« « 
oppressed  them  were  Babylonian,  Persian, E{J^ 
Syrian,  or  Roman, — looked  forward  vithiew 
the  appearing  of  the  Christ,  on  account  of  tKef 
and  stability  promised  in  his  days.  Bot  ^ 
spiritual  and  only  true  believers,  though  o^tot 
obscurity,  looked  also  for  the  bringing  in  of  u 
lasting  righteousness,  and  a  glorious  and  etetn 
of  existence,  in  which  all  those  promises  mad 
fathers,  which  had  hitherto  been  so  inadeqaa 
transiently  fulfilled,  would  have  their  comi 
complishment.  Besides  these  expectation! 
general,  Daniel,  the  most  revered  of  their  ] 
had  foretold  that  the  Messiah  was  to  appe 
490  years  from  the  date  of  the  decree  to  re 
rusalem.  It  will  have  been  noticed  that  tl 
four  edicts  or  decrees  in  favour  of  the  Jev 
and  the  whole  period  of  490  years  had  pas 
from  the  date  of  those  by  Cyrus  and  Darius 
Messiah  the  prince  having  appeared.  The  ex 
therefore,  among  the  scriptural  and  really  pi 
would  only  become  more  intense,  as  the  pe 
the  third  decree  ran  out ;  and  we  know  fr 
putable  testimony,  that  such  actually  wer 
time  looking  for  redemption  in  Israel.^ 

1  Luke  ii.  25,  38.    It  was  not  clearly  understood  at  this 
the  term  of  *'  seventy  weeks,"  or  490  years  had  reference 
or  cutting  off  of  Messiah;  and  that  he  must  necessarily  a 
its  expiration.    Some  of  the  Jews  also  computed  the  peri 
dtstruction  of  the  temple,  instead  of  from  the  decree  to 
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As  regards  the  expectation  of  this  deliverer  amoof^ 
fbe  Gentiles,  Tacitus  and  Suetonius  afford  evidence 
that  it  existed :  ^  whence  it  was  derived  by  them  is 
natter  of  iDteresting  inquiry.  *As  respects  its  preva- 
leoce  east  of  Judea,  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  it  must 
bave  had  its  origin  from  the  Jewish  prophets ;  seeing 
that  in  the  times  of  Daniel  and  Esther  many  became 
lews  in  Babylonia  and  Persia,  and  that  Daniel  was 
also  appointed  chief  of  the  Magi,  whom  he  would  no 
doaht  instruct  from  the  true  oracles  of  God.  North 
and  sonth  of  Palestine  it  would  probably  likewise  be 
eonveyed  by  the  numerous  Jews,  colonized  in  the 
different  cities  and  provinces  of  Syria  and  Egypt ; 
more  especially  at  that  period  when  they  were  on 
friendly  terms  with  the  heathen.  In  some  measure  it 
might  thus  have  travelled  into  the  west ;  but  besides 
this,  very  extraordinary  predictions  were  contained 
in  the  Sibylline  oracles,  preserved  at  Rome,  con- 
cerning a  king  of  righteousness  and  peace;  which, 
from  their  correspondence  in  various  important  par- 
ticulars with  the  sacred  writings,  and  almost  with  the 
language  of  Isaiah  in  some  places,^  must  either  have 
been  derived  from  some  acquaintance  with  the'Jewish 
prophets,  or  from  ancient  prophecies  existing  among 
the  Gentiles,  previous  to  their  general  corruption  and 
departure  into  idolatry.' 

vriience  their  expectation  of  the  appearing  of  Messiah  mast  have 
begun  aboat  A.A.c.  96.  (Josph.Ant.xiii.  11;  Bell.  i.  3j  Ensb.  Chron. 

Ko.  1913.) 

1  Tac.  Hist.  lib.  v.  c.  13;  Suet,  in  Vit.  Vesp.  sect.  4. 

3  See  Virgo's  Pollio,  who  avows  that  the  expected  king  there  de- 
scribed by  him,  is  drawn  from  the  Sibylline  oracles. 

s  Bishop  Horsley,  in  his  "  Dissertation  on  the  Prophecies  concem- 
bg  the  Messiah,"  though  he  rc;}ect8  much  of  the  history  of  these 
oracles,  as  fabulous,  proves  nevertheless  the  actual  existence  of  them 
long  previous  to  the  birth  of  Christ.    One  of  Caesar's  party,  when  en- 
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[i.D.  1.}— In  iliis  stale  of  things,  and  in  tlwM 
year  of  the  reign  of  Herod,  Jerusalem  was  sarpriinl 
by  the  appearance  of  a  company  of  Magi  frnm  the 
east,  bearing  valaable  presents  in  gold  and  spicet,u 
offerings  to  the  king  Messiah,  of  whose  binh  Iber 
declared  they  had  been  divinely  apprised  by  thei|i- 
pearanceofan  unusual  star  or  meteor:'  and  tbey  MM 
Inquired  wliere  be  nas,  in  order  that  they  might  m- 
der  him  due  worship.  The  whole  city  was  (hnn 
into  commotion  by  this  event,  more  especially  Herod, 
who  though  now  in  the  seventieth  year  of  bis  fi|*, 
and  afflicted  with  the  faial  disease  jnst  describad. 
had  all  his  natural  jealousy  aroused,  and  tivmbM 
lor  his  throne.  He  adopted  however  a  specious  and 
hypocritical  course.  AITecting  to  be  deeply  intereiled 
in  the  inquiry  on  religious  grounds,  be  lirst  Goanned 
the  Sanhedrim,  and  having  demanded  of  the  sctilM 
there  assembled,  where  the  Christ  was  to  be  boili 
was  correctly  answered  by  them,  from  the  praphelir 
that  it  was  in  Bethlehem.  He  next  sent  fortheHail. 
carefully  inquired  of  them  the  time  when  the  itar 
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pnred,  and  tbcu  dismisacd  tbem  lo  Betblehem. 
th  strict  injunctioas,  slionld  they  disoover  the  child, 
return  and  inform  him,  in  order,  aa  he  pretended, 
il  he  might  render  due  homage  likewise,  So  mach 
1  he  apparently  assure  himself,  that  ihis  crafty 
It  most  succeed,  that  he  neglecled  the  preoaoiion 
sending'  an  armed  escort  with  the  straDgers,  by 
liob  he  mnal,  hamanly  speaking,  have  better  in- 
red  hia  object. 

riie  Magi  set  forth,  and  were  divinely  directed,  not 
ly  to  Bethlehem,  but  lo  the  very  place  where  the 
!tot  Mesaiah  was  lodged.  There  they  were  per- 
tted  to  behold  and  worship  the  great  mystery  of 
dliness, — that  divine  Being,  wjio  bad  appeared  to 
9  Jewish  patriarchs, — who  had  led  up  Iheit  nation 
m  Egypt  by  the  pillar  and  the  cloud, — who  had 
BT  been  the  guide,  the  correclor,  the  deliverer  and 
i  avenger  of  Israel, — now  iocarnate  in  all  the  lielp- 
OBesB  of  childhood,  and  also  in  circDmslances  of 
parent  poverty.'  But  not  staggered  at  these  things, 
)  Hagi  joined  in  the  devout  worship  of  the  humble 
t  piona  company  which  they  found  there;  and 
*iag  presented  Iheir  offerings,  were  warned  of  God 
reiUrn  by  another  rootc  into  their  own  country. 
Fosepb,  to  whom  Mary,  the  mother  of  the  infant 
1^,  was  betrothed,  received  also  a  divine  admoni- 
n  to  retire  with  the  child  into  Egypt.  His  usual 
ifdence  was  in  Galilee;  but  owing  to  a  decree  of 
igastua  Ciekar,  requiriog  every  individual  tbrough- 
t  his  dominions  to  be  enrolled  in  his  native  city, 
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Joseph  had  proceeded  with  Mary  to  Bethlehem;  and 
by  the  providence  of  God,  whilst  they  were  then, 
Jesus,  the  Messiah  was  born ;  whereby  also  was  fid- 
tilled  the  prophecy  concerning  the  place  of  his  biitk. 
(Mic.  V.  2.)  Joseph,  therefore,  obeying  the  wamiig 
of  God,  instead  of  returning  to  Galilee,  went  with 
Mary  and  the  infant  Messiah  into  Egypt;  where  be 
doubtless  kept  secret  the  real  dignity  of  his  chaigd 
so  that  it  was  not  known  either  to  the  Jews  of  Alex- 
andria, or  of  other  parts  of  that  kingdom. 

It  has  been  inferred  by  many,  that  the  circumstaiee 
of  the  child  of  Mary  being  born  in  a  stable  at  Bethle- 
hem, (which  was  actually  the  case,)  arose  from  the 
inhospitality  of  the  inhabitants,  occasioned  by  the 
mean  appearance  of  the  visitors.  Much  may  besaii 
on  the  contrary  side  of  the  question  ;  but  certain  itiii 
that  if  the  people  of  Bethlehem  were  guilty  of  a^ 
indiiTcrencc  or  neglect,  they  paid  dearly  for  itafte^ 
wards.  For  when  Herod  discovered  that  the  Magi 
were  returned  into  the  east,  he  caused  a  slaughter  of 
all  the  male  children  of  Bethlehem  and  its  vicinitj 
under  two  years  of  age  ;— hoping  by  so  wide  a  range, 
that  he  must  have  accomplished  his  purpose.  It  i> 
probable  that  the  great  mass  of  the  Jews  concluded 
the  same:  at  all  events,  wonderful  as  were  the eventi 
of  this  period,  and  easy  to  be  ascertained  by  inqoiiyt 
— great  also  as  was  the  sensation  created  in  the 
iirst  instance  by  the  arrival  of  the  Magi, — the  city 
soon  relapsed  into  its  usual  course  of  worldliness 
and  strife,  and  all  seemed  presently  forgotten. 

Herod  rapidly  declined  in  health  after  these  events, 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  hopeless  character  of  his 
complaint  getting  abroad,  Judas  and  Matthias,  two 
of  the  more  popular  of  the  Rabbins,  excited  their 
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disciples  to  pall  down  the  statues  and  other  scalp- 
iwed  ornaments,  with  which  Herod  bad  adorned 
Jhmsalem.  The  king  however  was  safficiently  ener- 
patic  to  seize  forty  of  the  ringleaders,  and  to  preside 
ffi  their  trial  in  person ;  which  he  removed  to  Jericho 
Jbecaase  he  coald  not  rely  apon  the  inhabitants  of 
Jomsalem.  On  their  conviction  Herod  ordered  the 
two  Rabbins  and  their  accomplices  to  be  barnt  alive, 
pad  deposed  the  high  priest,  whom  he  snspected  of 
laying  winked  at  their  proceedings.  Sensible  at 
InBgth  that  his  death  was  at  hand,  and  irritated 
hegrond  measare  at  the  consciousness  that  his  de- 
jfMUie  would  be  an  occasion  of  rejoicing  to  the  Jews, 
Jbe  finally  determined  to  signalize  his  death  and  to 
Inrenge  himself  by  the  enactment  of  another  bloody 
Inigedy.  He  summoned  all  the  nobles  and  chief 
#ficers  of  the  Jews  to  repair  to  Jericho,  and  there  to 
Msembie  in  the  circus,  as  if  to  deliberate  on  some 
laiportant  affair;  but  as  soon  as  they  were  con- 
vened together,  he  surrounded  the  circus  with  his 
goaids,  and  made  them  all  prisoners ;  having  done 
IKbloh,  he  gave  strict  orders  to  Salome  and  Alcxas, 
iMr  hosband,  to  massacre  them  immediately  after  he 
ahoald  have  expired,  in  order,  as  he  said,  that  he 
Migbt  ensure  a  real  mourning  at  his  death.  He  ex- 
.  fifed  a  day  or  two  after  in  great  agony,  both  of  body 
-«nd  mind ;  bat  this  last  request,  like  many  other  in- 
jmictions  of  dying  tyrants,  does  not  appear  to  have 
teen  seriously  heeded  :  Salome  and  her  husband 
wanted  the  courage,  the  power,  or  the  inclination  to 
earry  it  into  effect. 

Herod  had  in  all  ten  different  wives,  the  names 
of  some  of  whom  are  not  mentioned;  and  it  will 
only  be  necessary^  in  order  to  elucidate  the  subse- 

2  D 
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qDCDt  hisloi^,  lo  Stale  here,  that  by  Malthace  of  Si- 
maria,  odc  of  those  wives,  lie  bad  two  sons,  Archt' 
laas  and  Antipesi  bj  Cleopatra  of  Jerusalem,anailiet 
of  Ihem.  he  bad  also  two  sods,  oamed  Herod  ai 
Pbilip:  by  Mariamoe,  the  daughter  of  Sinioii.  llu 
high  priest,  he  had  one  sod  named  Herod ;  and  b) 
the  first  Mariaonne  there  were  grand-children  sni- 
tiling,  offspring  of  the  unrortunate  Aristobulus. 

Hetod  died  immensely  rich,  and  among  nunicroal 
coosidcrable  legacies  he  bequeathed  to  bis  friend 
and  patron  Au)i;ustn5  ten  millloD  [lieces  of  uiw 
(probiibly  shekeli)  wjlb  all  his  valuablo  plate  ut 
wardrobe,  and  Bve  million  pieces  of  ailver  to  tbecn- 
press  Julia;  but,  encepiing  a  few  TSluables  «biok 
be  relaiued  as  luemoriala,  Aogustua  generousij  iil- 
tribuled  bis  own  portion  among  the  princes  of  Herod^ 
family.  The  territory  of  Herod,  which  had  bnfl 
greatly  increiised  by  the  liberality  of  Aagastns,  wit 
thus  left:  Archelaua  was  appointed  kingofJndea; 
Antipas  was  made  lelrarob  of  Galilee  and  Pere^i 
and  the  districts  of  Trachonilis,  Gaulon,  QalmH 
and  Panias  were  formed  into  a  letrarchy  for  Philip. 

The  grandear  and  wealth  of  Herod,  and  the  cxtaBl 
of  bis  dominions,  cansed  hia  kingdom  to  appear  giMl 
and  powerful;  but  it  was  rather  in  appearand  tkU 
reality  :  it  was  eontingent  on  the  breath  of  Row; 
insomuch  that  Herod  could  nut  eves  proceed  to  iiiak< 
his  will,  until  be  v/aa  expressly  permitted  by  As- 
gustus;  and  the  next  individual,  who  should  ClI  lb* 
imperial  throne,  might  dissever  tbe  kingdom  at  hi) 
pleasure. 

HEROD    ARCHELAUS.    [i.B.  2.]i— The  sl«n 

1  AU  clironologiata  aB-rce  that  our  valgai  «»  is  loo  Isle  i  lliw«> 
llic;  illffer  Hs  to  Ihe  DDBiber  ol  yeu's :  bntia  avDid  peiplcilo  ifi.U* 


iDlisoi  of  the  first  Herod,  tbough  it  alienated 
him  the  alTeRtians  of  liix  sttlijecis,  had  oeverthe- 
iDSpired  them  with  fear,  and  served  to  keep 
n,  in  a  great  measore,  the  growing  disposition  of 
Jena  to  iasubordination  and  rebeliiaD;  but  no 
,er  was  he  removed,  than  the  kingdom  became  a 
'  to  continual  factions  and  seditious  movements 
Dg  the  peopJe,  and  to  cabals  and  intrigues  of  the 
sdian  princes  among  Ihemaelves. 
t  first  affairs  wore  a  promising  aspect ;  for  Arohe- 
appeared  desirous  of  conciliating  his  subjects; 
in  a  public  assembly  informed  them,  that  he 
Id  Dot  assume  the  title  of  king  until  he  had  been 
rmed  in  it  by  Augustus;  and  that  he  should 
cndeavoDr  to  render  his  reign  happier,  than  that 
is  father  had  been.  This  declaration  appeared 
fford  universal  satisfaction ;  but  the  Jews  were 
ediately  encouraged  by  it  to  prefer  numerous 
eats,  which  were  urged  in  aa  arrogant  tone, 
ing  other  things  they  demanded  the  death  of  the 
ies,  who  had  advised  the  eicculion  of  the  rioters 
he  recent  tumult ;  and  the  resloralion  of  the  de- 
id  high  priest,  fn  vain  did  Archelaus  represent 
i«[D,  that  he  did  not  yet  consider  himself  aulhor- 
to  act  in  the  mailer:  the  persons  deputed  by 
to  plead  with  the  Jews  were  nssailcd  with  stones ; 
the  aoldiers  sent  to  their  aid  were  Httacked  in 
manner.  Upon  this  Aruhelaus  marched  down  the 
lie  of  the  royal  guard  to  the  temple,  liilled  about 
Oof  the  rioters,  and  by  this  example  of  severity 
Btnally  suppressed  the  disturbance. 
>atlbe  public  declarations  of  Archelaus,  that  he 

Wt  lb  tbe  pcricKl  e,Q\ 
liMSt  M  adopt  the  V 
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conaidered  the  sovereignty  at  present  in  abejance, 
eocouraged  Ibe  memliers  of  his  famil;  to  inlripe. 
By  a  former  will  of  Herod,  Aotipas  was  Dominated 
hia  successor ;  and  this  prince  therefore,  disstluScd 
with  the  change  subseqnentJj  made,  went  to  Rome, 
at  the  same  time  with  Herod,  in  order  to  asiert  liii 
claim  to  the  Ibronc,  on  the  gronnd  that  Herod  wu 
not  in  a  sound  state  of  mind  when  be  made  the  lilUi 
will,  Salome  secretly  abetted  Anlipas,  bat  wilb  tici 
usual  hypocrisy  professed,  in  setting  out  foritamCi 
that  she  went  to  support  the  claims  of  ArchelaiH. 
The  Jews,  having  no  regard  for  either  party,  seati 
deputation  to  request  that  they  might  be  incorpor- 
ated with  the  Roman  empire.  Angnstus  impartiatlf 
investigated  the  affair,  and  finally  determined  to  pisci 
Arcbelaua  over  Jadea,  Samaria  and  Idumea,  « 
the  title  of  Elhnarck  only,  and  the  promise  of  ttc 
diadem  in  case  he  proved  himself  worthy  of  it. 
remaining  provinces  were  divided  between  Aati|al 
and  Philip,  with  the  title  of  tctrarch  as  before 

Serious  commutioDs  broke  out  during  tbe  abac 
of  these  princes.    The  principal  one  was  occasioiM^     | 
by  the  rapacity  of  Sabinus,  an  olhcer  sent  by  Vuu 
the  governor  of  Syria,  to  demand  the  treasure*  let      ' 
by  Herod  to  Aogustas.     Resolved   to   avail   hioudi 
of  the  opportunity  to  enrich  himself,  he  made  aa«t  V 
lempl  to  surprise  the  forlressea  in  which  the  tr 
was  deposited;  failing  in  which,  be  seized  the  tenplt  I 
and  plundered  it  of  four  hundred  talents  and  ni 
valuables.    Upon  this  the  Jews,  in  a  stale  of  grNl  I 
)  arms,  attacked  Sabinna  and  bi>  f 
troops  in  the  temple,  and  drove  them  with  consldei*-  [ 
))le  loss  ioto  the  palace.     Here  Ihey  regularly  be-  I 
sieged  them,  and  were  on  the  point  of  comptU 
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m  to  a  surrender,  when  Varus  arrived  with  his 
loDS,  and  delivered  Ihem  from  tlieir  perilous  COQ- 
ion.  Sabinus,  who  was  tbe  real  cause  of  the  in- 
rection,  was  permitted  by  Varus  to  escafie  with 
lanilj  1  whilst  of  the  Jewa,  who  had  been  grossly 
ired,  be  crucified  two  thousand  persons. 
luring  the  eKcitement  and  disorder  occasioned  by 

proceedings  of  Sabinus,  Judas  of  Galilee,  the  son 
that  Hezekiah,  a  leader  of  banditti,  whom  Herod 
I  put  to  death  ID  the  time  of  Hyrcanus,  (p.  379,) 
med  the  opportanity  favourable  for  exciting  a 
re  general  spirit  of  rebeliion.  He  gave  out  that 
IttxatioD  now  going  forward,  and  which  bad  first 
imenccd  when  Quirinius,  or  Cyrenius,' was  pre- 
;  of  Syria,  was  unlawful,  inasmuch  as  the  Jews 
e  God's  people,  and  instead  of  paying  tribute  to 
'IKK  princes,  ought  rather  to  have  dooiinion  over 
Uiemselves.  A  doctrine  so  flattering  lo  the  vanity 
I  selfishness  of  his  conntrymen  procured  for  htm 
ly  follawers,  and  seizing  the  public  armonrybe 
plied  them  all  with  weapons,  proelaimed  himself 
g,  and  even  gave  out  thai  be  was  the  Messiah, 
ragh  he  was  goon  overcome  and  slain  by  Varus, 

bii  followers  scattered  to  the  winds,'  his  doctrine 
.  so  easily  destroyed.  This  struck  deep  root 
ingthe  more  fanatical  and   lawless  of  the  Jews, 

a  new  sect  arose  at  this  time,  maintaining  faia 
lioni,  who  were  called  GaliUaju,  from  the  circum- 
ice  of  his  chiefly  frequenting  tbat  province,  and 
ioMitw,  because  Jndas  himself  was  of  Uamala,  a 

of  Gaulonitis.* 
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After  the  death  of  Jadas,  a  slave  of  Heiod  A 
SMamed  tbe  diadem  ;  and  another  who  claimed  to  be 
Messiah,  named  Athrnnges,  asserted  also  fais  irghtU 
the  throne.  Each  of  these,  and  various  otbets  wba 
arose,  obtaiaed  a  band  of  followers,  and  commincil 
depredations  and  atrocities  ;  and  the  number  of  the 
lawless  was  increased  by  2000  Iilumean  soldiers  aba 
had  recently  been  disbanded,  and  who  for  the  ih 
part  joined  tliernselves  to  the  diSerent  troops  of  m 
rauders.  Varna  however  succeeded  in  destrojisg 
these  impostors,  and  scattering  their  forces,' 

The  return  of  Archelaus  to  assume  tfao  gavetimat 
did  not  restore  tranquillity.  The  circumstance  1 
Augostns  had  placed  him  on  the  trial  of  his  | 
conduct  was  impolitic;  for  his  subjects,  encourigil 
br  their  knowledge  of  this  fact,  became  insolentil 
their  deportment,  and  engaged  in  factious  procMd- 
jngs  against  him,  in  the  hope  of  still  removing  hiS' 
How  far  these  things  rendered  Archelaos  otherwJM 
than  he  was  disposed  to  be.  and  provoked  tif 
,  may  be  reasonably  questioned!  W 
that  he  did,  upon  his  return  from  Rome,  obtain  H 
odious  character  for  tyrnnny  and  cruelty,  ia  BgKd 
by  all  Ibe  historians  of  those  times.  It  is  a 
also  from  tbe  fact,  that  Joseph,  returning  with  Hi 
child  Jesus  out  of  Egypt  at  this  time,  feared,  fim 
the  evil  repute  of  Archelaus,  to  settle  in  Jadea,*ai< 
went  instead   into  Galilee,  where  Herod  Astifti 
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sMlled.  His  caprice  and  avarice,  !□  repealed);  de- 
posing the  high  priest,  BDd  graDting  (he  ufliee  when 
vacant  to  tlie  highest  bidder,'  and  his  severity  and 
oppression  of  his  subjects  in  general,  caused  Augus- 
tus at  leDRlh  to  banish  hira  lo  Vienne  in  GauJ,  and  to 
Cumply  with  the  request  of  Iho  Jews  to  be  incorpn- 
rated  witli  the  Roman  empire.  Thus,  at  their  owd 
solicitntion.  did  the  sceptre  pass  away  from  Judah. 

INTERREGNUM.     [*.d.  ]3-3a.]-After  the  de- 
position of  Archeiaus,  a  succession   of  Roman  pro- 
curators—Coponi  us,  Ambiviua,  Annius   Rufus,  and 
VBleriu.i  G  rat  us— governed  Judea  down  to  the  year 
'26.     During  this  period  nothing  occurred  worthy  of 
Dote,  excepting  the  pollution  of  the  temple  by  a  com- 
i'  paof  of  Samaritans,  nbo,  at  the  feast  of  the  passover, 
I  cantrived  to  enter  at  night  at  the  open  gales  with  a. 
I  ^Bantiiy  of  dead  men's  bones,  which  they  strewed 
■boot; — a  eircurastance  which   did  not  lend  to  miti- 
'  gate  the  deadly  hatred  of  the  Jews  toward  the  Sdraa- 
'  ritsns,  and  which  at  this  time  had  grown  to  such  a 
'<ll«igh(,  that  the  lews  would   not  trade  or  hold  ioler- 
'  wrarse  with  any  of  that  nation,  but  by  necessity.' 
'Balome  also  died  during  this  period  ;  with  the  particu- 
fairaarwhase  decease  we  are  not  informed:  God  having 
IkOBght  it  best,  in  her  case,  to  cast  a  ' 
last  inomenis,  until  that  day  when  she  shall  stand 
before  his  judgment  seat,  and  give  account  of  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body. 

[ji.D.  2t).] — Augustus  was  succeeded  by  Tibe 
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in  the  twelfth  jear  of  wliose  reign  Pontins 
made  procurator  of  Judea.  tinder  hia  fOTorniDtM 
tbe  people  discovered  that,  ia  prajing  for  Ronu 
procurators,  instead  of  being  satisfied  with  Idameu 
Icings,  tliey  had  only  exchanged  the  serpent  fot  Ibe 
cockatrice;  for  he  is  described  as  a  great  opprcnMr 
and  plandcrer  of  the  people,  arid  as  disposing  ot 
justice,  or  rather  of  power,  to  those  only  who  codM 
afford  to  pay  exorbitant  bribes  for  it.'  He  f ai«  of- 
fence immediately  on  bis  app ointment,  by  sendlnf  ■ 
body  of  troops  before  him  from  Caasarea  to  Jcrasalenk 
having  the  images  of  the  emperor  on  their  standardi; 
a  practice  which  had  hitherto  been  dispensed  wllhi 
out  of  deference  to  the  national  religion.  Many  Je«1 
therefore  repaired  to  Ceesarea,  for  the  purpose  of  Or 
postulating  with  Pilate;  to  whom  he  manifested  lit 
sullen  temper  in  which  he  bad  arrived,  by  saSeiiif 
Ihera  to  attend  live  days  before  his  palace,  withovl 
vouchsafing  Ihem  an  audience;  and  then  on  thesiitt 
day  apprehending  them  and  threatening  them  wiA 
death  unless  they  relnrned  home.  The  Jews  howewr 
bared  their  necks,  and  offered  them  for  the  strakti 
declaring  that  they  would  rather  die  than  that  th 
images  should  remain  in  their  capital;  upon  wbiok 
Pilate,  perceiving  that  obstinacy  on  his  part  would 
be  attended  with  serious  consequences,  gave  orilW 
for  the  standards  to  be  removed. 

On  his  arrival  at  Jerusalem,  Pilate  soon  betrayed 
his  rapacious  and  tyrannical  character.  He  demanded 
large  sums  from  the  public  treasury  for  the  alleged 
purpose  of  building  an  aqueduct;  but  he  appropri- 
ated the  money  to  his  own  use  ;  and  when  the  Jem^ 

1  EUL  Lb(.  ml  CBiulB.  . 
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^MD  his  appearing  on  the  pablic  tribunal  in  the  Gabba- 
tha  or  PaTement,  came  aboat  him  to  remonstrate,  a 
Bamber  of  soldiers,  who  were  mixed  with  the  molti- 
tude  io  disguise,  having  clabs  concealed  ander  their 
garments,  suddenly  fell  upon  them,  and  beat  them  so 
violently  that  many  were  killed.^ 

The  state  of  religion  among  the  Jews  at  this  period 
was  remarkable.  Never  was  there  a  more  general 
flwal  against  idolatry;  never  was  the  sabbath  more 
rigidly  observed;  nor  the  passover  and  the  other 
great  festivals  better  attended,  both  by  the  Jews  of 
•Palestine  and  those  in  foreign  lands.  Fasting,  alms- 
giving, and  prayer  were  also  frequent  religious  acts, 
aapecially  with  the  Pharisees.  But  all  was  heartless. 
The  unclean  spirit  of  idolatry  had  indeed  gone  out 
'ftom  the  nation,  in  his  undisguised  and  manifest 
§ona;  but  he  had  returned  and  taken  possession 
again  in  a  more  specious  and  subtle  character,  and 
with  seven-fold  power,  because  not  suspected.  The 
Pharisees  had  now  become  decidedly  the  predomi- 
nant party,  both  in  numbers  and  in  respectability, 
aod  were  divided  into  various  sects  among  them- 
aelves.  Some  of  these  sects  resembled  the  fanatical 
devotees  of  Hindostan,  and  were  equally  gazed  upon 
with  wonder  and  admiration  by  the  multitude :  these 
were  the  truncatedf  the  mortar,  and  the  stinking  Pha- 
risees. The  first  walked  with  their  arms  hanging 
down,  and  with  short  and  slow  steps,  so  that  their 
feet  were  not  seen,  as  if  they  were  in  meditation ; — 
the  second  class  had  a  large  bonnet  or  cap,  widening 
at  the  top  like  a  mortar,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
shrood  them  from  observation,  and  under  which  the 

1  FhUo.  Legr.  ad  Cainxn. 
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bead  was  bent  toward  the  f^oand  in  caalSm 
templation  ; — whilst  Ilie  third  class  walked  wit 
ejes  closed,  to  avoid  the  distraction  of  ester 
jects,  especially  of  women,  and  often  struck 
selves  by  inadvertency  or  design  against  the 
Others  were  distinguished  for  their  rigoroni ' 
ance  of  the  law,  or  ratlier  of  the  IraditioDS. 
debated  whether  it  were  lawful  toridcopon 
in  order  to  take  it  to  water  on  the  sabbatti 
whether  it  must  he  led  ; — if  an  eyg  laid  a( 
sabbath  might  be  eaten; — if  as  many  letters 
alphabet  might  be  written  on  that  da;  as  woul 
sense;— if  a  person  ougbt  to  walk  over  tiewl 
land  on  the  sabbntli,  lest  be  sbonld  jnadvi 
press  some  of  the  scattered  grains  with  his  f 
the  ground,  and  so  be  guilty  of  performing  I 
Equally  senipulous  were  they  concerning  the 
away  leaven  before  the  paasover ;  and  the  wai 
cups  and  platters  before  cooking  and  meals 
law  was  not  altogether  discarded ;  but  its  wi 
matters  were  neglected  for  the  sake  of  such  « 
and  traditions  as  the  above;  or  for  mereljr'i 
and  puerile  notices  of  the  Uttrr  of  holj  wtl 

'  Gndwip-B  Ahtoq  mil  Hones,  p,  4i.  Talmiid.  Tract.  Strta, 
:  Buitnrf,  Sjuxf.  cap,  il.  li  le  prDbable  ihat  li  waa  to  - 
ttans  strict  anil  liggroQH,  Out  PbuI  belonged.  (Acn  htI.  I 
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iS  Ihe  coansel  or  God  was  darkened,  to  the  ' 
I  perplexity  and  damage  of  sincere  inquii 
whilst  the  teachers  (lieniiielves,  having  fursakcn  the 
tme  light  for  the  doctrines  of  men,  feJI  as  a  natural 
eonseqaence  into  ungodliness  and  immorality,  which 
tfae;  nevertheless  practised  or  encouraged  uoder  the  ■ 
sanction  of  some  tradition, 

It  has  been  noticed  in  a  former  chapter  (p.  325,) 
that  they  were  hecoming  covetous,  vindictive,  and 
adulterous:'  besides  proceeding  to  greater  extremes 
in  these  matters,  at  the  period  now  under  considera- 
tion, we  have  indisputable  evidence  also  of  Ihe  for- 
mality and  hypocrisy  of  the  Pharisees,  of  their  cx- 
lortioD  and  excess,  their  oppression  and  onriglitcous- 
nesa,  their  pride,  ostentation,  and  worldliness.^  The 
sect  called  Galileaos,  or  Gaulooites,  were  becoming 
daily  more  coospiouous  for  their  furious  iniolerance. 
To  (he  most  extravagant  preieosioos,  because  they 
were  Israelites,  to  the  favour  of  God,  they  added  an 
iocreasing  contempt  for  the  men  of  all  other  nations  ; 
and  whilst  their  unarmed  partisans  within  the  citf 
were  constantly  ready  to  promote  sedition  and  rebel- 
Jton  J  the  armed  bands  of  tliem  in  the  wilderness 
hesitated  not  at  violence  and  murder,  if  they  could 
get  into  their  power  those  who  had  rendered  Ihem- 
•elves  obnoxious  by  their  sentiments  or  conduct. 
Their  ranks  were  chiefly  supplied  by  the  more  igno- 
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4  indeed  now  among 
1  the  other  hanrj,  as 
laelf  was  more  than 


,  that  tlic  Mossi 
Ifaem,  Ihoagh  aakaowD, 
constantly  denied  tbat  I 
his  fore-runner. 

John  was  presently  imptisoDed  and  beheaded  by 
Herod  Antipas,  who  with  iiis  brother  Philip  con- 
tinoed  to  rule  in  their  respective  tetrarchies.    Herod 
was  at  first  favoarablj  inclined  toward  John,  and 
listened  with  complacency  to  his  doctrine ;  but  being 
ftfterwards  reproved  by  him,  for  bavins  seduced  away 
Berodias,  the  wife  of  his  brother  Philip,  be  was  of- 
fended, and  sent  John  prisoner  to  the  castle  of  Ma- 
cherus,  where  Herodias,  who  was  still  more  exas- 
perated at  being-  reminded  of  her  infamy,  soon  found 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  his  death.    This  deed 
did  not  go  unpunished.    The  proper  wife  of  Herod 
was  a  daughter  of  Aretas,  the  Ling  of  Arabia,  and 
was  put  away  by  Herod  at  the  instigation  of  the 
'     same  Herodias  ;    but  the   father  of  the   repudiated 
princess,  incensed  at  this  indignity,  made  war  upon 
Herod,  and  in  one  battle  entirely  destroyed  his  army. 
'    This  signal  catastrophe  is  ascribed,  even  by  the  his- 
'    totian  Josephns,  tu  the  au^er  of  God  against  Herod 
1    for  his  persecution  of  John  the  Baptist.' 
I         Previous  to   the  death  of  John,  Jesus  had  com- 
I    menced  his   public   ministry.      The   courso   of  that 
divine  Being,  who  had  exhibited  such  mighty  acts, 
^  vben  he  led  up  the  nation  out  of  Egypt,  gave  them 
*  t)ie  law  in  Horcb,  and  conducted  them  into  Canaan, 
1  eoald  nut  fail  of  being  wonderful,  though  he  was 
,  now  veiled  in  human  flesh;  but  the  manifestations 
of  his  character  and  nature,  nhich  he  vouobaafed  at 
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this  time,  were  cbiedy  remarkable  for  the  condcKcn- 
aion  and  benevolence  which  they  exhibited.  H» 
joarnejed  on  fool  throughout  the  towns  and  villa^i 
of  Judea  nnd  Galilee,  healing  all  who  were  afflictldi 
He  enabled  the  lame  lo  walk,  the  deaf  to  hear,  Md 
the  dumb  lo  speak;  peraons  born  blind  leeeittd 
from  him  their  sight;  the  maimed  bad  whole  linln 
or  members  restored  lo  them  ;  the  par^ljtic,  ike 
leprous,  the  Innalic,  the  possessed  with  evil  aplriU. 
tile  afflicted  of  every  descrlplion,  foond  relief  fro« 
him,  howeter  incurnbte  by  the  art  of  man.  TheM 
were  his  ordinary  works;  besides  which,  be  some- 
times  raised  the  dead,  controlled  the  fury  of  the  ele- 
ments, fed  thousands  by  creating  food  on  the  insttnt, 
and  performed  numerous  other  marvellous  worts. 
His  fame  consequently  soon  spread  abroad,  not  !■ 
Jadea  and  Galilee  only,  but  Ihroaghout  tbe  profincc 
of  Syria,  inaomoch  that  mulLitudes  from  IdDDa. 
Tyre,  Sidon,  and  other  places,  resorted  to  bim  far 
cores,  or  to  witness  his  miracles;  all  of  whan  bl 
likrwiac  instructed  in  the  truths  or  God. 

Tbe  doctrine  of  Jesas  was  equally  opposed  to  ttn 
rebellions  and  fanatical  zeal  of  tbe  Gaalooite*,— 
tbe  compromiaing  spirit  of  the  Murodiacis, — the  p(»- 
fane  indiSerence  of  the  Sadduoees,  and  the  ostenU- 
tion  and  world liness  of  tbe  Scribes  and  PbBri8eo;> 
the  oonsequenoe  of  which  was,  that  he  was  coaii- 
nually  provoked  into  controversy  wilb  one  or  other  of 
these  sects.  The  Pbariseea  and  Scribes  i 
daily  were  regarded  by  him  as  the  great 
of  the  law  and  deceivers  of  the  people ;  and  be 
frequent  opporiuniiy  of  unmasking  their  hypocriir 
and  exposing  tbeir  pernicious  errors.  Exasperated  by 
these  ciicamatances,  and  more  so  by  tbe  decreue  P', 
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^tbtir  popalarity,  the  Pharisees  became  the  malignant 
^md  implacable  enemies  of  Jesas ;  and  as,  in  the  days 
~9f  Alexander  Janneiis,  they  scrupled  not,  for  the 
0  of  maintaining  their  power,  to  call  to  their  aid 
,  toward  whom  they  were  otherwise  opposed,  so 
the  present  instance,  they  secretly  conspired  with 

^ rivals,  the  Herodiansand  Sadducees,  to  destroy 

JIhHis.    In  the  meanwhile  they  laboured  to  weaken 

JHi influence  and  reputation;  they  derided  the  sup- 

jpffcd  meanness  of  his  birth  and  circumstances ;  they 

Jrisrepresented  his  doctrine,  as  designed  to  over- 

Tjlbfow  the  law  of  Moses;   and  they  attributed  his 

JiHimoles,  the  reality  of  which  they  could  not  dis- 

ite»  to  the  power  of  Satan.    This  latter  circum- 

strikingly  marked  the  awful  depth  of  uogod* 

into  which  they  had  fallen.    In  former  periods 

national  apostacy,  manifestations  of  divine  power 

^ad  commonly  served  to  impress  and  to  recover  the 

Sptople;  but  spiritual  pride  and  religious  hypocrisy 

^ihewed  themselves  to  be  more  obdurate  and  perverse 

ftiian  open  idolatry  itself;  insomuch  that  those  under 

ftita  influence  became  infuriate  against  Jesus,  in  pro- 

;  portion  as  the  wonders  wrought  by  him  were  more 

'^  oUcalated  to  arrest  attention  and  produce  conviction. 

Besides  that  the  leaders  of  the  principal  sects  were 

IhiiB  combined  against  Jesus,  other  circumstances 

tended  to  increase  the  number  of  his  opponents. 

The  scribes  and  the  priests,  whether  Pharisees  or 

■ot,  were  equally  incensed  at  having  their  abuses 

nproved  by  him ;  whilst  the  rich  and  worldly  of  all 

parties  were  prejudiced  against  that  humility  and  self- 

deoialy  constantly  witnessed  in  the  life  and  character 

of  Jesus.    A  few  honourable  exceptions  are  recorded 

of  persons  in  superior  circumstances  and  station^  who 
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became  hia  avowed  folloners  i  atnoag  yt 
wife  of  Herod's  steward  ;  a  chief  collector  of  n 
named  Zaccheus ;  and  two  members  of  tbe 
drim.  Joseph  and  Nicodcmus.'  Man;  also  of  th 
were  secrctlj  persuaded  that  Tesns  was  Ibe 
bat  were  deterred  from  confessing  him  tbroi 
fear  of  the  Pharisees  and  priests,  who  still  en 
a  spiritual  despotism  over  the  majority,  both 
and  poor,  and  visited  with  tbe  appalling  baD 
communication  all  who  ventured  to  express 
tioDS  on  this  point. 

The  ministry  of  Jesus  continued  only  ii 
fonrth  year;  though  when  bis  uncompromisin 
ness  and  fidelity  are  considered,  and  the  in 
dangers  to  which  he  was  exposed,  we  rather' 
that  the  period  of  it  was  ao  long.  In  the  eitl 
towns  he  was  constantly  beset  by  tbe  spiu 
Pharisees,  who  insinuated  themselves  into 
semhlies,  and  sometimes  feigned  to  be  his  dit 
only  that  they  might  the  more  readily  Rnd  oc 
to  accDse  him.'  When,  in  order  to  avoid 
machinations,  he  quitted  Judea  and  Galilee,  h 
was  exposed  to  the  banditti  and  fanatics,  vh< 
became  more  numeroQS  and  audacious.  The  te 
also,  of  Galilee,  Herod  Anlipas,  was  watching 
occasion  to  cut  htm  olF:  for  so  many  adventun 
recently  pretended  to  be  the  Messiah  and  kin 
he  feared  lest  Jesus  might  turn  to  account  tt 
titudes  who  followed  him  in  like  manner, — an 
prise  for  which  some  of  them  had  already 
themselves  disposed.^  Slill  morejealons  was 
the  procurator   of  Judea,  of  popular  nutyt 
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nulic  uninformed  of  Tim  muliiiudcs  who  every 
re  followed  Jesus.  Moreover  the  Pharisees  had 
railed  to  represent  and  confound  the  rollowers 
esus  in  Galilee,  with  those  of  Judas  of  Galilee, 
egard  to  wham  Pilate  had  shewn  hiraselfsuffi- 
tly  on  the  alert ;  for  being  informed  that  a  body 
hem  had  visited  Jerusalem  for  worship,  he  sur- 
nded  them  in  the  temple  with  hi»  guards,  and 
'ed  them  in  pieces,  while  they  were  in  the  act  of 
ring  sacrifice.'  The  preservation  of  Jesus,  under 
these  circa m stances  of  danger,  was  not  less  an 
lence  of  the  righteousness  of  bis  career,  than  of 
special  providence  of  God.  Pilate  appears  to 
e  been  convinced  that  he  was  a  harmless  and 
evolent  prophet,  from  whom  nothing  was  to  be 
red  ;  and  to  have  been  accurately  informed  of  the 
y  which  prompted  the  representations  of  the 
•slB:  his  wife  also  appears  to  have  secretly  fav- 
ed  Jesns.'  Whilst  that  same  popatarily,  which  ex- 
dlbe  fears  of  Herod  and  the  malignity  of  the  Pba- 
tes,  deterred  them  fraoi  violence  against  him,  lest 
ihottld  be  avenged  by  the  people ;  and  they  waited 
loin  for  any  indiscretion  of  Jesus,  on  which  they 
iht  ground,  before  Pilate,  an  accusation  againat 

Fbe  circamstances  which  ultimately  led  to  his  ap- 
Aensian  and  condemnation  equally  manifested  his 
>lameable  and  holy  character,  with  those  which 
I  hitherto  contributed  to  his  safety.  One  of  the 
Stand  benign  objects  of  Jesus  was  to  make  atono- 
H  for  the  sins  of  his  people,  by  the  sacriBee  of 
I  and  being  aware  that  the  hour  was  now  af- 

leiUl,  1.  <  Matt,  xivli,  IS,  ig 


ueuionstrations  ot  llie  peopli 
ing  them  even  lo  declare  tbat  he  was' 
on  this  occasion  however,  baving  arrivei 
nitj  of  Jerasalem,  and  a  fast  coDcoDrHcl 
to  meet  him  witb  branches  of  palm,  lie  a 
self  to  bo  placed  on  an  asa,  and  candiu) 
city,  amidst  tlie  acclamationg  and  boam 
people,  who  spread  their  g'anDents  in  t 
exliibiied  the  livelieat  testimonies  of  joy 
multitude  of  his  disciples  who  followed 
the  scene  before  them,  burst  into  a.  | 
praise,  and  glorified  God  for  Ilie  marM 
which  ihey  bad  been  permitted  to  behl 
wbo  had  remained  in  the  citj  were  ) 
affected  at  this  proceeding  ;  and  for  ihg 
appeared  as  if  the  entire  nation  was  aboi 
and  acknonledgo  him  as  Messiah. 

Jesus  had  only  in  one  instance  aaBBiw 
cise  of  authority.  This  was  upon  the  first 
meat  of  his  ministry,  when,  upon  enteria) 
to  attend  the  pauover,  he  drova  frma^ 
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tfbleinisbea being  eauraerated  bj  tbe  rabbins.' 
the  sale  of  these  the  priests  realized  a  consider- 
Bgain;  and  as  their  covetousneas  was  too  teoa- 
ns  of  its  prey  readily  to  relinquish  it,  the  practice 
I  speedily  resamed,  and  tlie  courts  of  tbe  temple 
I  now  become  again  a  sort  of  mixed  market  and 
iliange,  Jesus  however  went  up  straight  to  Ibe 
iple,  accoropaaied  by  the  same  multitude  whiob 
orted  him  into  the  city,  and  once  more  ejected 
I  money-changers,  the  satesmea  and  their  slock. 
En  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house.  These  proceed- 
^  ti^ether  with  the  popular  demonstration  at  this 
win  bebair  of  Jesus,  goaded  the  priests  and  phar- 
U  tn  madness,  and  they  now  resolved  to  seize  the 
liesl  opportunity  of  apprebcnding  him  apart  from 
multitude. 

?be  desired  opportunity,  owing  to  tbe  prudence  of 
u,  in  privately  withdrawing  from  the  city  for  the 
111,  might  have  been  long  waited  for,  had  not  his 
W  of  retreat  been  betrayed  by  a  disciple,  who  at 
I  crisis  repaired  to  the  priests,  and  for  the  sake  of 
IJbe  of  small  araonnt,  conducted  the  oiTicerg  of  the 
iple  and  their  guard  to  the  spot.  Some  of  his 
tct  disciples,  who  were  with  him,  made  a  show  of 
iitance,  and  wounded  a  servant  of  tbe  high  priest; 
Jesus  forbade  them  to  resist;  and  having  healed 
Bufierer  and  secured  the  retreat  of  his  disciples, 
>  forsook  him  and  Red,  he  quietly  surrendered 
laeif  to  bis  enemies. 

'he  circumstances  of  tbe  trial  which  followed, 
ll(;b  familiar  to  every  reader  of  the  Evangelisia, 
«  nevertheless  so  immediate  a  cause  of  the  ter- 

Im  b  Treatise  on  the  Piuover,  by  (lie  Rev.  J.  E.  C.  F.  Froj,  a 
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rible  JQd°;raents,  irhich  soon  after  came  upon  xU 
entire  nation,  and  which  were  in  many  respecta  m 
manifeatly  retributive,  that  soDic  notice  ol  ihcB.  a 
a  history  of  Israel,  appears  indispensable. 

Tiie  pari?  which  apprehended  Jesiis  let!  bin 
to  the  house  of  Annas,  or  Ananias,  a  persoo  of  cod- 
siderable  inllaence.  who  bad  himself  beeo  pontili 
and  also  obtained  the  office  for  ftvc  of  his 
for  his  SOD  in  law.  For  men  were  now  advanced  B 
the  pontiQcate  and  deposed  again,  whenever Iheti 
pidity  of  the  procurator  could  he  tempted  hj  a  bribe: 
so  that  instead  of  continuing  to  hold  the  office  fU 
life,  no  less  than  twenty-se^en  high  priests  wen 
superseded,  tlirou^'h  corruption  or  tyranny,  in  th 
short  period  from  the  deatb  of  Herod  to  the  destnt- 
1  of  Jcrosnicm.     Ananias   however  had  t 

o  take  upon  himself  the  odiani  of  condesu- 
ing  Jesus,  and  therefore  sent  him  to  CaiaiAas,  Ul 
son-in-law,  who  was  aelually  the  high  priest  at 
time.  By  him  every  principle  of  justice,  aodeMQ 
consideration  of  decency  and  decorum  were  violi 
By  the  rabbinical  law  criminal  proceedings  c 
only  be  comtnenced  and  conducted  during  the  dftjl' 
but  Caiaphas,  thou;;h  it  was  night,  immediately  «a» 
vened  the  Sanhedrim,  and  entered  at  once  upoa  Ik 

he  law  of  Moses  also  required,  1l 
the  person  accused  should  he  confronted  with  kfe 
accusers,  and  every  word  established  by   the  1 
mony  of  two  or  three  witnesses;'   but  CaiaplMi 
without  adducing  any  evidence,  endeavoured  U*^ 
tort  something  from  Jesns  himself,  whereon  he  n 
[(riund  an  accusation  ;  and  when  Jesus  remODMnHCfl 
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If  VBB  smitten  b;  one  of  the  olTiGeM  of  tlie  court. 
ifler  this  proof  of  tlieir  iojustice,  as  be  ubose  to  be 
iknt  to  all  further  interrogatories,  the  couDcil,  which 
ad  DOW  BHseDibled,  saborticd  false  njlnesaea;  but 
beleslimony  of  their  own  hirelings  proved  so  contra- 
ielury,  that  they  dnred  not  convict  upon  il.  It  is 
rorlby  of  remark,  in  this  place,  that  the  disciple 
rbo  betrayed  Jesus  was  not  brougbt  forward  against 
lim;  although  lie  must  have  been  well  acquainted  with 
ia  conduct,  both  in  public  and  private,  and  would  na- 
Bxally  have  been  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  palliating 
lis  own  Ireacliery,  by  alleging  the  imposture  or  ini- 
SDralities  of  his  master.  Hut  it  is  oinDirest  that  no 
rridence  could  be  obtained,  from  this  quarter,  of 
mj  design  or  eflbrt  on  the  part  of  Jesus  to  cxeite  tbe 
aaltilude  to  rebellion  ;  no  proof  of  unguarded  dod- 
iBct  in  his  more  private  hours ;  no  testimony  that 
lis  miracles  were  tricks,  effected  by  collusion  with 
lis  disciples. 
It  was  now  the  duty  of  the  liigh  priest  to  punish 
liose  who  were  convicted  of  swearing;  falsely  against 
MDs;'  but  instead  of  thus  protecting  and  avenging 
be  accused,  Caiaphas  reverted  again  to  his  former 
jrstem  of  ioterrogatiog,  adjuring  him  by  tbe  living 
to  say,  if  he  were  tbe  Cbrist,  tbe  Son  of  God. 
s  could  no  loDgcr  keep  silence,  when  invoked 
tj  the  name  of  God,  and  avowed  liimself  to  be 
nch;  on  wbicb  they  immediately  condemned  bim 
if  blasphemy,  and  sentenced  biu  to  death.  A  scene 
f  scandalous  tumult  followed.  The  whole  council 
egan  to  deride  and  insult  hini,  spitting  in  bis  face, 
mffeting  him,  and  betraying  their  envy  and  malig- 
ity  in  various  ways. 

■  OeiUutuiam)'  lii.  iG— 31. 


by  bribery,  tbe  aDceremoniousness  of  t 
led  him  ftrst  to  inquire  nhat  crime  JestH 
mitted  ;  wbtch  qqestion  drew  fgrtb  a 
reply  from  the  insoleot  FbarJsees  :  " 
a  malefactor,  we  would  not  bave  delivered 
thee."  Piqued  at  this  arrogance,  Pilate' 
take  and  dispose  of  Jesus  thcmselvf 
cosed  ilicmselvea  by  declaring,  that  th( 
longer  the  power  to  pat  any  to  death  : 
reply,  inHsmuch  as  tbey  tliereby  again 
that  the  sceptro  had  deparled  from  Jadah 
quently  tlial,  according  to  their  sctiplora 
must  now  bave  made  his  appearance.' 
however  that  Pilate  was  not  disposed  I 
without  a  formal  accusation  being  madey 
alleged  against  Jesus,  not  that  he  bad  a 
the  Son  of  God,  for  which  they  had  then 
demoed  him,  bnt  that  he  forbade  to  giva 
Ciesar,  set  himself  up  for  a  king,  and  M 
Galilte,  inciting  the  people  to  rebellion.  ' 
onrator  was  oersuaded  of  the  inl 
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e  to  relieve  himself  of  the  preaeot  iliSculty, 
\6ing  tbe  acciiaed  for  judgment  to  Herod  An- 

trlio  had  come  up  to  Jeranalem  on  occasion 

passover. 

■od  WHS  pleased  nt  the  opportDDily  of  seeing; 
,  hoping  lo  witness  some  Diirncle  performed  b; 
bat  Jesus  agaiD  thought  proper  to  malntaia  a 

silence,  both  to  tlie  interrogalories  of  tbe  Te- 
I,  and  the  vehement  accusations  of  the  Jews, 
lad  followed  thither.  However  mortified  He- 
ight have  been  at  tbe  reaerve  of  Jesus,  be  could 
10  pretext  for  condemoing;  liim :  nevertheless, 
o,  like  the  Jewish  rulers,  indulged  his  malig- 
\)y  iDsolllngand  deriding  bis  prisoner;  id  which 
;e  he  was  joined  by  bis  courtiers;  and  having 
sd  Jesus  in  a  purple  robe,  in  raoclcerj  of  bis 
sed  pretensions,  he  sent  blm  hack  thus  habited 

:  innocence  of  Jesus,  and  the  iniquity  of  his 
era,  became  more  appaicnt  at  every  stage  of 
ttraordinary  proceedings  against  bim.  Pilate 
ireviously  declared  that  he  found  him  wtlhoul 

and  Herod  bad  virtually  acquitted  bim;  but 
lemies,  only  exasperated  the  more,  still  urged 
I  to  condemn  bim.  Thus  embarrassed  with  the 
again,  tbe  governor  now  Ihouglit  of  appealing 
I  multitude,  whom  he  knew  to  be  in  i;eneral 
rably  incllued  to  Jesus.  A  custom  had  grown 
ilh  the  Roman  procurators  of  releasing  to  the 
e,  at  the  festival  of  the  passover,  one  of  two 
lers,  proposed  for  their  choice.  Taking  for 
sd  therefore,  that  the  measure  would   be  agree- 

Pilate  resolved  at  once  to  liberate  Jesus;  bul 
triests  about  bim  were  instantly  clamorous  lo 
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have  a  clioice,  accordioK  to  the  nsaal  caslom. 
tliis  Pilato,  to  reader  the  contrast  of  cfaaractci  ih 
more  striking,  selected  from  his  prisoners  a  leadernl 
banditti,  named  Barahbas,  who  also  had  excited  u 
insurrection  and  comniitted  murder  therein,  and  wt 
up  this  raiEan  to  thechoii;e  of  the  multitndc,  to(^ 
ther  with  Jesus.  Dut  besides  that  man;  of  the  peo- 
ple secretly  favoured  the  banditti,  when  thejassontd 
a  political  character,  they  were  awed  by  the  preMae 
in  such  numbers  of  the  priests  and  pharisees,  v 
ulill  had  suflicient  bold  upon  their  coosciences 
their  fears,  to  inHuencc  the  majority  to  demand 
Barabbas;  and,  on  Pilate  suhmitting  to  them  ni 
perplexity,  bow  in  that  case  to  dispose  of  Jea», 
Ihey  further  rnised  an  overwhelming  clamour,  tjitl 
he  should  he  crooilied. 

Foiled  in  these  attempts,  and  not  having  t 
coorage  suRicient  to  acquit  Jesus,  Pilate  next,  in  Ac 
hope  of  still  delivering  bim  from  capital  pgnt*^ 
ment,  by  pvlil'ying  to  a  oertain  extent  the  tactioD  «f 
the  prieats  and  rulers,  released  Barahbas  and  ecourgtl 
Jesus;  and  then  briuging  him  forth  bleeding  t 
maltltude,  in  the  persnasion  that  he  would  not 
cite  their  compassion,  he  declared  again  that  k 
foand  no  fault  in  him.  But  Pilato  does  not  Appar 
to  have  been  acquainted  with  human  natutei 
declaration  of  (he  innvctnre  of  Jesus  served  onlj  U 
exasperate  his  enemies  the  mure ;  and  they  agaii 
tumultuously  vociferated  to  have  him  craciliccl. 

Angered  apparently  at  Ihciropposilion,  Pilale  m 
Trained,  and  plainly  declared  thaltk^ 
must  then  crucify  him  Ihemsclves.  at 
nolbiog  to  do  with  it.     On  which  the  Phai 
ceiving  that  it  would  onJy  expose  th^m  to  so  ancb  J 
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the  (neater  odium,  to  pat  Jesus  to  death,  in  the  face 
of  Pilate's  declaration  of  his  innooeoce,  now  brought 
forward  the  charge  which  thc3'  had  hitherto  kept  out 
of  sight;  vis.  his  having  made  himself  the  Son  of 
God.  This  accasalioD  however  produced  the  reverse 
effect  on  Pilate  from  what  was  intended  :  it  awakened 
in  him  a  religious  awe  of  the  cliaractet  of  his  prisoner; 
which,  comhined  with  a  cotnmDoicatioii  from  his  wife 
at  this  juDctarc.  warning  him  that  she  had  sulTered 
mnch  in  a  dream  eoneernin^  Jeaus,  determined  him 
to  release  him. 

The  moment  was  critical,  and  the  acquittal  of  Josus 
humanly  speaking  eertsin  1  when  the  Jews,  increas- 
ing in  lurhulence  and  fnry  at  the  prospect  of  the 
Micape  of  their  vietim,  now  boldly  insinuated  that 
Pilate  must  be  a  traitor  to  Ciesar,  if  he  spared  a  man 
who  had  asserted  himself  to  be  a  klngi  alarmed  at 
which,  the  resoloiion  of  the  governor  was  saddenly 
reversed,  and  he  determined,  at  any  sacrifice  of  jus- 
tice or  incli nation,  to  oblige  the  influential  Jews,  that 
be  might  haie  them  for  his  friends  at  the  tribunal  of 
Tiberius.  He  therefore  delivered  Jesus  to  be  exe- 
eoted,  together  with  two  brigands,'  who  were  all 
eiacified  on  the  day  before  the  Passover,  in  contra- 
TeDtion  again  of  the  existing  Jewish  law,  which  for- 
bade the  inilictioD  of  pnnishment  on. the  eve  of  a 
labbath.'  Thus  was  consummated,  by  Jew  and  Gen- 
tile nDited,~lhe  one  instigating,  the  other  consenting 
lo  commit  the  deed.^the  most  atrocious  and  appal- 
ling act  of  wickedness;  the  climas  of  all  that  llie 
darkness,  depravity  and  rebellion  of  the  human 
heart  had  ever  yet  perpetrated,  or  that  is  possible  to 
be  perpetrated  by  man  ! 
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Tbe  behaviour  of  Jesus  id  tfae  lioar  of  draft  •((•' 
responded  with  his  lire.  Whilst  hanging  upon  the 
cross,  he  was  careful  ontj  of  those  about  him;  Iib 
dispensed  a  biessiog  to  one  of  bis  relloW'Satrereni 
be  bore  with  woDderful  patieuce  and  meekness  Ihe 
jeers  and  reviliugs  of  his  exulting  enemies ;  and  the 
last  prayer  he  uttered  was  for  their  forgiveness. 

The  Jews  congregated  together  on  this  Dccauoii 
witoeased  what  they  had  not  anticipated,  when  tht^ 
came  up  to  the  festival ;  and  what  thej  were,  as  jet, 
still  unconscious  of, — the  true  piuchal  iamb  pat  la 
death  on  the  very  day  appointed  far  the  Iambs  oQercd 
on  the  passover  to  be  killed  ;  and  on  that  very  inoul 
Moriah  whereon,  nearly  two  thousand  years  befon, 
Abraham  had  offered  up  Isaan,  the  type  of  Chcil^ 
and  received  the  promise,  that  in  that  monnt  tkt 
Lord  should  be  seen.  (See  page  16.) 

Fearful  signs  and  prodigies  gave  immediate  ind^ 
cation  of  the  auger  of  heaven,  and  closed  the  direfsl 
tragedy.  The  noon-day  sun  was  eclipsed,  and  i 
supernatural  darlcness — Gt  emblem  of  the  darkneH 
of  tbe  deed — enveloped  the  land  for  three  baait;' 
a  mighty  earthquake  also  shook  it  to  its  ceotlt, 
splitting  the  rocks  and  barsting  open  the  sepil- 
chres;*  and  the  vail  which  divided  the  sanotAUT 
of  tbe  temple    from  the  holy   of   holies  was  root 
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uander  from  the  lop  to  tbe  bottom.  Tlie  RomaD 
cenlnrion,  od  duty  on  this  occasion,  wag  awed  into 
the  conviclion  that  Jesus  really  waii^what  the  Jews 
bad  accnseij  him  of  only  pretending  to  be — the  Son 
of  God ;  and  those  who  had  siieotly  commiserated 
Jesus  now  smote  their  breasts,  and  returned  de- 
jected and  dismayed  into  the  city. 

The  trinmph  of  the  enemies  of  Jesus  was  but  of 
ghOTt  duratioD.  His  body  was  given  up  for  sepul- 
ture to  Joseph  and  Nicodemus.  the  two  members  of 
file  Saahedrira  mentioned  before,  and  who  alone  dis- 
sented openly  from  the  actii  of  the  council.  But  ai 
JesDB  had  predicted,  that  if  pat  to  death  he  should 
rise  again  on  the  third  day,  Pilate  allowed  the  priests, 
attbeir  reqnest,  a  guard,  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
Uie  sepulchre  in  which  Joseph  deposited  the  corpse, 
L  and  thus  of  preventing  any  fraud  being  practised 
P'Us  disciples.  The  great  day  however  of  the  pass- 
is  scarcely  passed,  when  it  was  announced  to  hi> 
JMed  followers,  that  Jesns  vas  bisbn  from  the 
It  is  remarkable,  that  though  the  fears  of  hii 
ties  were  alive  to  his  predictions  of  this  event,  and 
f  had  taken  their  precautions  accordingly,  his  dia- 
n  the  contrary  seem  not  to  have  recollected  it, 
re  hard  to  be  persuaded  of  it ;  but  all  doubt  was 
|dily  removed,  and  their  sorrow  turned  into  joy, 
e  appoaranuc  of  Jesus  himself  among  them. 

inwhile  the  enemies  of  Jesus  were  filled 
i  consternation.    The  soldiers,  whom  they  had 
D  guard  the  sepulchre,  had  returned  terrified 
pielr  employers,  and  reported  that  an  angel  bad 
1  '4MKended  from  heaven  too  terrible  for  them  to  look 
npon,  and  that  while  they  were  prostrate  and  almost 
S^ved  with  fear,  and  amidst  ligbtuing  aud  another 
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shock  of  earthquake,  the  tonib  was  borst  opu^i 
the  bodj  was  ^otie.  The  Sanhedrim  was  immedisitlj 
convened,  and  the  guards  were  atriclly  ejiamiart; 
but  ihclr  testimony  found  consisteot.  Yet  even  wllb 
this  Turther  extraordinary  eTidence  before  Ihem  df 
Jesus  bciug  the  Messiah,  bis  ene 
dened  to  yield  to  itj  and  they  bribed  the  sutdien 
with  H  considerable  largess  to  aOirm,  that  the  disciplel 
had  come  in  tho  night,  whilst  tbey  were  asleep,  snd 
had  stolen  the  body.  The  story  could  not  weJI  li»e 
been  exceeded  in  absurdity;  since,  had  they  resUr 
been  asleep,  it  is  manifest  Ihey  could  not  have  kooM 
whether  the  corpse  had  been  stolen  or  olberwisere' 
moved  ;  and,  moreOTCr,  to  sleep  at  their  post,  i 
oOence  not  likely  to  have  been  admitted  by  soldien, 
had  it  been  the  fact,  inasmuch  as  it  was  punitbable 
with  death.  But  nothing  is  too  preposterous  for  Ik 
depraved  mind  of  man  to  take  refuge  in,  when  k> 
desires  to  avoid  being  convinced  by  truth. 

Matters  nevertheless  remained  tolerably  qatetBB- 
til  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  which  occurred  leret 
weeks  afterwards;  for  the  manifestations 
after  his  resurrection  were  confined  to  his  disciplA 
amounting  in  number  to  about  one  hundred  S>d 
twenty  in  Jerusalem,  and  about  five  hundred  in  (!■• 
lilee; '  in  the  midst  of  whom  he  ascended  into  beivel 
about  forty  days  after  his  resnrrei 
day  of  Pentecost  other  wonders  threw  all  Jerusaba 
again  into  a  state  of  excitement.  Jesus  had  not  ollj 
foretold  that  he  would  arise  from  the  dead  and  rel 
to  his  heavenly  Father;  but  that  he  would  aeodd< 
from  heaven  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  his  dtsciplCSi  <*  I 

■  AtOl.Iti  iCior.iT.L 
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Jttowidg  them  with  miraculous  powers,  and  enabling 
them  also  in  turn  to  work  signs  and  wonders.  These 
llusts  indeed,  the  resurrection  and  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit,  were  to  be  at  once  the  proof  that  his  death 
was  no  common  or  accidental  event,  but  brought 
About  by  Jehovah,  and  accepted  as  an  atonement  for 
Hm  sins,  not  merely  of  the  Jews,  but  of  the  entire 
fcVBNUi  race ;  and  that  Jesus  was  actually  ascended 
to  the  right  hand  of  power,  from  whence  he  instructed 
M»  disciples  to  expect  that  he  should  hereafter  re- 
tnro.  Accordingly,  on  the  arrival  of  the  festival  of 
l^tecost,  the  disciples  were  suddenly  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost  whilst  engaged  in  prayer;  which  de- 
scended also  and  rested  upon  the  heads  of  each  of 
them  in  a  visible  manner,  like  flame,  or  cloven 
timgaes  of  fire.  Upon  this  they  went  forth  and  aston- 
ished the  multitude  by  the  deeds  they  were  enabled 
to  perform :  they  cast  out  devils,  they  healed  the 
sick,  they  raised  the  dead;  and— which  was  more 
especially  the  sign  of  having  received  the  Holy 
6host,-^they  spoke  in  languages  which  they  had 
Beyer  learned,  and  prophesied.  The  Jews  congre- 
gated at  Jerusalem  from  all  the  various  countries  of 
the  world  in  which  they  sojourned,  heard  the  doc- 
trine of  Jesus  now  declared  in  their  respective  lan- 
guages by  illiterate  Galileans ;  and  the  Jews,  for  one 
mighty  prophet  whom  they  had  crucified,  saw  hun- 
dreds now  risen  up  in  his  place  and  boldly  proclaim- 
ing the  truths  of  God. 

Hitherto  the  proceedings  of  Jesus  had  been  at- 
tended with  no  results  that  could  be  called  national. 
In  the  times  of  Hezekiah  and  Josiah  an  extensive 
reformation  had  been  effected,  by  means  of  the  des- 
potic power  exercised  by  those  princes;  but  faring 
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Ihe  miaislry  of  Jeans  the  aathonties  wen  atrajri  Ik 
afninst  him :  end  though  faU  miracles  had  eiciled  li 
Kenoral  atlenlion,  and  miiUiiDdea  had  been  baptiztd,  li 
fail  doctrine  was  not  decidedly  embraced,  nor  bis  cuih 


I 


Cfpouscd,  excepting  b;  the  comparatively  small 
ber  of  disciples  already  named.  Now  howeTir  the 
afiairs  of  religion  assumed  a  dilFerent  aspect,  ud  I 
considerable  body  of  deioot  and  spiritual  nonbip- 
pcrs  of  Jesus,  as  Messiah  and  God,  were  gathered  ta 
the  Lord.  Soon  after  entering  upon  his  mioiatiTi 
Jenus  bad  selected  twelve  disciples,  whom  he  called 
apostles  or  missionaries;  and  these  were  now  tn- 
iloHed  with  superior  authority  and  more  ahandaDl 
%ilu,  having  the  exclusive  power  also,  by  the  impo- 
sition of  bands,  of  comraunicatinj;  mirBcnlous  pCO 
to  others.  By  their  pteaobing,  three  thousRodoH- 
verts  were  added  to  the  disciples  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost; a  few  days  afterwards  the  number  of  mile 
disciples  alone  amounted  to  about  five  tbousaod; 
after  which  tbey  rapidly  grew  into  a  great  multilDdCi 
including  a  large  company  of  the  priesthood.'  TbCK 
all  came  into  subjection  to  Ihe  apostles  and  llu 
elders  appointed  by  them,  who  formed  a  oooncil  ■( 
Jernsalcm  ;  hut  though  tbey  thus  erected  a  sepUiK 
conslitntioD  and  government  for  their  own  aSaiis, 
they  were  obedient  to  the  civil  and  political  refi- 
lations  of  the  Roman  and  Jewish  authorities,  wkeo 
Ibe  decrees  or  directions  of  those  authorities  did  Ml 
plainly  contravene  Ihe  commands  of  their  Meaiinb. 
There  were  some  important  circumstances  in  whick 
the  Mosaic  ritual  aod  laws  were  now  affected  by  tlK 
doctrine  of  the  apostles.    The  law  in  general,  gi'U 
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Uiroagh  Moaes,  occupied  a  diflerent  position;  Bnd 
instead  of  being  regarded  as  a  rigorons  coTenant,  was 
oonsidered  odI;  as  a  rule  of  life.  The  Aaroaic  priesl- 
hood  was  viewed  as  done  away,  and  a  new  priesthood 
Otabliahcd,  centred  in  Jesus  alone,  arter  tlie  order 
or  pattern  of  that  exhibited  hy  Melcbieedek,  who  was 
both  priest  and  king  of  Salem  in  Abraliam's  time. 
The  object  for  which  aacrilices  and  offerings  were  io- 
■titnted  was  now  held  as  aocompli»hed  b>  the  one 
oBering  of  Jesus  on  the  cross.  The  rile  of  circum- 
cision was  considered  as  virttially  abrogated;  and 
the  first  day  of  the  week  was  observed  as  tlje  Sabbath, 
joatead  of,  or  rather  in  addition  to,  the  seventh  day. 
For  in  deference  to  the  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  and  to 
Ike  existing  state  of  things,  the  believers  did  not  oSer 
any  violence  to  the  Mosaical  ordinances,  bat  con- 
lUntied  for  some  lime  to  observe  them  likewise,  though 
without  considering  ibem  to  be  binding  on  the  coo- 
•eience. 

In  regard  also  to  the  promises  made  to  Abrnham 
MDd  the  fathers,  and  which  constituted  that  new  co- 
Vsnaot  of  grace  now  brought  into  operntioD  ; '  the  dis- 
oiplea  bad  with  much  enroestness  sought  instruction 
of  JcsDS,  previous  to  his  ascension,  concerning  the 
period  when  those  promises  should  be  folly  accom- 
|)luhed,  and  the  kingdom  and  dominion  given  to 
Iimci,  in  that  plenary  sense,  which  had  ever  been 
enpected  should  take  place  in  the  days  of  the  MeS' 
siah.  Bot  Ihcy  were  explicitly  informed,  ihnt  this 
Waa  not  to  be  until  the  return  again  of  Jesus  from  the 
heavens.'  They  had  also  been  expressly  warned  by 
Jcaus  previous  to  his  death,  that  the  city  and  temple 
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should  bo  again  destroyed,  and  the  people  canled 
captive  icto  all  nations,  end  that  they  should  remain 
dispersed  and  trodden  down  among'  the  Geniilegfa 
an  indefinite  period.*  In  the  mean  time  they  nn» 
now  taught  by  the  Spirit  to  wait  patieotly  uotilliii 
second  advent,  for  the  manifeBtation  and  glory  of 
the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  that  general  resurreoiiw 
of  the  righteous  dead,  by  means  of  which  the  fsUiM 
should  yet  enjoy  the  promises  made  to  them.  P» 
Ifaeir  encouragement  and  assurance,  a  specimen  lud 
been  given  of  the  pother  and  majesty  of  Ifae  Jiingdm 
to  certain  of  the  disciples,  before  whom  Jesai  *u 
transligurcd  and  appeared  in  glory,  together 
Moses  and  Elijah ;  '■'  and  besides  the  earnest  of 
surrection,  afforded  by  the  rising  again  of  Jesus  frua 
the  dead,  many  of  the  saints  bad  likewise  al  tUi 
period  been  raised  up,  and  had  appeared  to  Gcfiu 
in  Jerusalem.' 

One  or  two  other  pecoliartties  of 'the  gospel  BM 
preached  demand  a.  brief  notice,  as  distinguiskiif    j 
it  from  the  law  which  previously  existed.     TM  ('■■*' 
gressions   under  the  law,  and  the  natural  rebellii*' 
and  enmity  of  tbc  heart  to  it,  were  now  pressed  W    ,i 
convince  the  hearer  of  his  sinfoluess  by  nalureiil 
by  practice.    Instead  of  the  convinced  and  pBoiMl 
sinner  being  then  referred,  as  before,  to  the  blood' 
bolls  and  of  goats,  be  was  pointed  to  the  Uooii 
Jesus  as  Ibe  only  acceptable  atonement. 
also  shown  ilie  need  of  a  spiritoal  rcgencratian  uftkt 
heart,  whereby  it  should  be  sanctified  to  the  love 
God;  and  he  was  further  taught  to  expect,  bj 
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log  in  Jesas  Christ,  an  effectual  power  to  work 
urdly  in  his  soal,  and  conform  him  to  the  na- 
and  image  of  that  God  who  was  to  dwell  with 
laints  in  the  day  of  the  manifestation  of  his  king- 
.  In  regard  to  the  experience  of  this  spiritaal 
r  among  the  disciples,  the  doctrine  of  the  apos- 
was  as  superior  to  that  of  Moses,  as  the  law  pro- 
ided  by  him  excelled  the  religion  of  all  other 
ons.  By  the  Sinai  dispensation  the  command- 
t  was  only  presented  to  the  eye  or  the  ear,  with- 
sommnnicating  to  the  soul  any  disposition  to  love 
r  any  power  to  obey  it ;  as  the  manifold  rebellions 
e  nation  had  abundantly  made  evident.  But  by 
lew  covenant  that  law  was  grafted  by  the  Spirit 
le  heart;  the  believer  in  Jesus  was  led  inwardly 
elight  in  it;  by  the  same  Spirit  he  received 
igth  to  walk  in  habitual  obedience  to  it,  and  to 
ify  all  affections  that  were  contrary  to  it.  Nor 
this  doctrine  put  forth  in  words  only.  The  power 
bited  by  the  believers  in  Jesus,  in  casting  out 
Is,  healing  the  sick,  raising  the  dead,  and  speak- 
vlth  tongues,  was  not  more  clearly  manifest  than 
K>wer  by  which  they  were  transformed  from  their 
ions  corrupt  conversation  and  depraved  habits, 
enabled  to  walk  in  newness  of  life,  bringing  forth 
B  heavenly  graces  of  the  Spirit  which  had  been 
essed  in  Jesus  himself,  and  offering  to  Jehovah 
Dtinnal  sacrifice  of  praise.  Both  classes  of  mar- 
were  tokens  and  foretastes  of  the  kingdom  of 
St  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come ;  bat 
last  was  the.  most  important,  inasmuch  as  it 
led  the  permanently  distinguishing  characteristic 
Ibrist's  religion,  as  compared  with  all  other  sys- 
I  of  ethics,  or  with  any  corrupt  modifications  of 
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hisnwa  :  and  it  is  olleri;  impossible  for  tbeie^*!' 
htm  iiTi;  just  DOlion  (if  the  Teal  diarairteroCllitnta'l 
maiioD  effecting  at  ibis  period  amoag  the  jewsifli'  I' 
the  spiiit  which  now  animated  the  followers  oNMV  1' 
nolew  these  things  are  properly  understood, 

The  disciples,  bowever,  were  not  snOered  to  pnint  I' 
their  course  uniDolested.    Not  only  was  the  ficM 
which  opposed  Jesas  alarmed  and  angered,  ID  seetkt    ■ 
cause  which  they  imagined  they  had  crashed  ri»i|    • 
and  spread  with  increased  power;  bat  the  FbarisMiti    ' 
particular  were  exasperated  at  the  liberty  pToclunl    i 
10  the  converts  from  their  self-righteoas  and  bnrte 
some  impositions  ;  and  the  Saddncces  were  mortiM 
and  confoaaded  at  the  powerful  testimony  giTMti 
the  doctrine  of  a  resarrection,  which  they  hadall^ 
gethcr  mocked  a1.    And  though  the  profane  puV 
among  the  Jews  had  persecuted  the  faoatics,  and  IM 
fanatical  had  equally  persecuted  the  profane,  I"** 
sects  now  united  in  an  impious  attempt  to  toppR* 
those  who  were  the  only  true  patriots,  and  labooiiBi 
to  bring  bacic  the  nation  to  the  proper  knowledp*! 
God.    At  first  they  threatened  them  only;  ibcynni 
imprisoned  and  scourged  them;  and  finding  Ihitio' 
sufficient  to  quench  the  zeal  and  intrepidity  of  >fc>  i| 
believers,  they  at  length  proceeded  to  put  ttienU  ' 
dealh.'     A  disci|ile  named  Stephen  was  theflnItU 
was  called  to  the  houour  of  martyrdom,  which  bso- 
dured  in  the  same  spirit  of  meekness  as  his  mislt, 
and  died   praying   for  hia  persecutors.      NooiMeM 
Others  were  then  punished,  some  being  openly  hroogi' 
before  the  council  of  the  nation  and  condemned^ 
others  being  subjected  to  a  species  of  secret  ii 
tion  in  the  synagogues  of  the  different  towns,  *li''' 
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tbe  priests  and  rabbins  arbitrarily,  but  more  privately, 
inflicted  puDishment,  aniess  the  new  doctrine  were 
renoanced.^  The  gall  of  religioas  jealousy  not  only 
blinded  the  judgment,  bat  quenched  all  natural  affec- 
tion. It  was  accounted  a  meritorious  work  to  exhibit 
U  furious  rage  and  yirulence  against  the  Nazarenes, 
or  Christians,  as  the  disciples  were  afterwards  called ; 
ttid  the  foremost  to  accuse  or  injure  them  were  often 
I  tteir  nearest  relatives. 

^'  The  persecution  was  nevertheless  overruled  of  God, 
^''ioCh  to  purify  the  disciples  from  remaining  attach- 
Went  to  this  world,  and  to  the  increase  also  of  their 
[liambers.  For  as  they  fled  into  foreign  countries  for 
fety,  they  evangelized  the  Jews  of  Phoenicia,  Cy- 
[pniSy  Antioch,  and  other  places,  many  of  whom  em- 
icd  the  faith  of  Jesus ;  and  tbe  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
*iMuia  also  in  great  numbers  received  the  doctrine  of 
f'Clkrist,  and  were  baptized. 

^*  Another  circumstance  tended  to  increase  the  fol- 
ilowers  of  Jesus.  Among  the  most  bigoted  and  infu- 
^Hated  of  their  enemies  was  a  Benjamite  of  Tarsus,  in 
C^ilicia,  named  Saul,  a  rigorous  Pharisee,  and  t)ie  most 
distinguished  disciple  of  tbe  most  distinguished  of  the 
ll«bbins,  named  Gamaliel.  This  man  was  arrested  in 
%i8  career  of  vehement  persecution  by  a  heavenly 
>^!%ition,  in  which  the  risen  Jesus  himself  appeared  to 
'Mm;  and  the  result  was  his  conversion  to  the  faith,  and 
.^tte  turning  of  his  great  talents  and  powers  towards  the 
NULtension  of  that  sect  which  he  had  previously  sought 
'^  destroy.  His  knowledge  of  the  traditions  of  the 
'  Jews  enabled  him  to  silence  all  opposers  ;  whilst  the 
'  ^rcumstance  that  the  most  notorious  and  active  per- 

'  Mark  xiii.  9;  and  see  Dr.  Wolff's  Journal  for  1822,  who  quotes 
^ftimoDides,  Sanhed.  p.  36,  and  Hilhoth.  Mamrim,  c.  iii. 
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secutor  of  the  Naznrenea  if  as  non  transformi 
friend,  amaacd  nnd  confounded  for  awhile  tlie  Jews 
in  general.  Bat  wlien  by  divine  directioo  Saal,  bel- 
ter kno»n  by  the  name  of  Paul,  proceeded  to  e»Bi- 
gelize  the  Gentiles,  and  to  invite  them  to  becona 
partakers  of  the  bles»iD<;^  and  promises  made  m 
Abraham,  upop  equal  terms  with  the  Jews, and  wtlk- 
out  the  necessity  nf  submitting  to  the  rite  of  aircuD' 
cision,  their  anger  barst  forth  again  with  fury  agttinll 
the  disciples,  and  against  Paul  in  particular,  Eten 
the  christianiaed  Jews  found  it  difficail  to  ditMi 
themselves  of  prejudice  against  the  iacorporatioDirf 
Gentile  converts  with  themselves  at  the  present  tiiM> 
They  appear  to  have  been  under  the  impression,  Ibit 
Jesus  would  ipEf(/(7^  reappear,  and  assert  the  doni- 
n  of  Israel  over  all  the  nations  of  the  world:  ud 
that  it  was  not  unlit  tbis  manifestation  in  glory  of  tbe 
kingdom  of  Messiah  should  have  taken  place,  that  d» 
Gentiles  would  be  generally  converted.  ButataoOfr 
cil  afterwards  convened  at  Jerusalem,  for  the  parpott 
of  discussing  this  important  question,  and  wbellM 
also  the  Gentile  converts  should  be  subjected  U(i^ 
,  they  were  instructed,  through  the  Spiot 
that  the  purpose  of  God  was  for  the  present  to  Uli 
oDt  ofthe  Gentiles  also  an  election,  who  (it  appeal) 
from  the  writings  of  Paul)  wore  to  be  ineorponlid 
and  made  one  with  the  election  from  among  the  JuDp 
and  hereafter  to  partake  with  them  of  all  the  pn- 
:s  made  to  Abraham  ;  and  that  aflerwardt,  wbtt 
the  Lofd  Jesus  should  return,  the  dynasty  of  DaiU 
should  be  restored,  all  Israel  cooTerted,  and 
the  entire  residue  of  the  Geuliles. 
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I  In  regard  to  the  polidcHl  events  of  this  period, 
Pilate,  nutwiilistandini^  his  unprincipled  oonccsnions 
to  the  Jews,  failed  in  bis  endeavours  to  maintain  his 
government.  In  the  fcillovving  year  lie  was  deposed 
ftom  his  offine  hy  Vilellius,  the  Roman  prefect  of 
Syria,  and  sent  to  Rome  to  aaawer  the  complaints  of 
Uie  Samaritans.  The  Jews,  instead  of  befriending 
bim  on  bis  trial,  leaned  against  him;  and  he  was 
bnoished  to  Vienoc,  a.d.  37,  where  his  own  hand  ter- 
ninated  hia  miserable  esiatence,  Caiflphas,  the  high 
priest  who  condemned  Jesua,  was  deposed  b;  Vitel- 
liiu  at  the  same  time.' 

HEROD  AGRIPPA.— [a,d.  38-45.]  Marcellus 
was  appointed  successor  to  Pilate,  and  in  the  follow- 
I  JDg  year  the  regal  aulhorlty  was  restored  in  the  per- 
I  Mn  of  Herod  Agrippa,  the  son  of  Aristobulus,  one  of 
Ibe  nnfurlDnate  aoas  of  Herod  the  Great  by  Mari- 
Snuie.  This  prince  had  experienced  great  vicissi- 
tudes of  life.  In  his  early  jouth  lie  was  sent  xo  Rome, 
where  he  became  the  friend  of  Drusus.  the  son  of  the 
emperor  Tiberias ;  which  circumstance,  instead  of 
proving  to  his  temporal  advantajte,  was  the  occasion 
of  serious  misrorlunes;  for  on  the  premature  death 
of 'Dmsus,  Tiberius  was  so  alTected,  that  hecoulfl  not 
eodare  to  sec  or  to  be  memorialized  by  any  of  his 
son's  friends,  that  he  might  not  thereby  have  his  grief 
for  him  revived  :  whereby  he  most  inconsistently  left 
many  of  those  whom  his  son  had  loved  in  great  diffiT 
oulties.  Among  the  number  was  Agrippa,  who  was- 
likewise  thoughtless  and  prodigal,  soon  squanderinjf 
■way  what  was  lent  to  him  ;  by  which  means  he  was 
at  length  reduced  to  such  straits,  that  he  was  on  the 
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point  of  committing  snicide,  bat  teas  restruncAnl 
his  wife  Cj'pros.  He  afterwards  attached  IiimgelC  In 
Caius  Caligula,  nhom  Tiberias  Iiad  noiDiaaled  bii 
SDCOtssar ;  bnt  baving  heedlessly  expressed  hif  ir 
that  Tiberius  were  dead,  it  was  reported  to  the  «»- 
peror,  nUo  ordered  him  to  be  imprisoned  aad  braid 
with  a  heavy  chain.  On  Calipula,  however,  becoimii{ 
emperor,  A.ii.  38,  lia  immediately  released  Agripp^ 
gave  him  a  diadem,  appointed  him  king  or  Jaded 
added  to  his  dominions  the  territory  ol'  Philip  tb 
tetrarch,  who  had  died  in  the  preceding  year,  a 
presented  him  with  a  chain  of  gold,  of  equal  weigM 
with  the  iron  one  with  which  heliad  been  bonnd.  Till 
chain  Agrippa  bong  up  in  the  treasury  of  the  templti 
to  remind  him  of  the  instability  of  human  alTairf. 

On  the  arrival  of  Herod  in  the  following  yearto 
take  possession  of  bis  kingdom,  the  Jews,  who  ktur 
little  of  him,  were  taken  by  surprise:  but  the  plett- 
ing  and  conciliatory  deportment  of  their  new  kiiif, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  descended  from  the  Asa»- 
deans  by  the  mother's  side,  soon  rendered  him 
lar.  Herod  Antlpas,  the  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  i 
bering  the  former  distresses  of  Agrippa,  affected  (• 
laugh  at' bis  present  elevation,  bat  secretly  envied  it, 
and  repaired  toRume  furthe  twofold  purpose  of  loli- 
citing  the  regal  title  for  himself  and  of  injuring  bi 
rival*  But  Agrippa,  being  warned  of  him,  also  wei 
to  Rome,  and  accused  Antipas  of  a  treasonable  cih 
rcspondence  wllb  the  Parlhians,  and  with  faaviog 
secretly  collected  arras  for  seventy  thousand  men; 
the  latter  of  which  charges  being  proved,  Antipas  wai 
banished  to  Lyons,  and  bis  tctrarchy  and  property 
given  to  Agrippa.  Thus,  having  experienced  asignaJ 
disaster  after  Itis  mutdet  q(  Jahn  the  Baptist,  I 
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aovertaken  by  condign  pimiiihmeDt  after  bii 
derisioD  and  mockery  of  Jesus. 

But  Caligula  proved  a  troublesome  and  dangoroas 
fnend  to  tbe  subjects  of  Agri|)pa.  A  bad  Teeliog  had 
Srown  Dp  between  tbo  Jews  of  Alexandria  and  the 
Greeks,  which  had  bccD  aggravated  by  the  unprin- 
cipled conduct  of  the  Roman  prefect,  Flaccns.  About 
AJ).42,a  deputation  of  tbe  Alexandrian  Jews,  beaded 
by  Pbilo  tbe  historian,  went  to  Rome  to  complain  of 
Uw  Greeks;  who  thereupon  accused  Ihe  Jews  in  turu 
'[  of  refusing  divine  honours  to  tbe  emperor.  Calii^ula, 
I  *ho  was  half  a  madman,  and  ambiiluiis  of  being 
I  Mteeined  a  god,  was  mortified  at  their  conduct,  and 
{KBt  peremptory  order*  to  Petroitius,  the  prefect  of 
^  Syria,  to  set  up  his  statue  in  the  sanctuary  of  tbe 
!  temple  at  Jerusalem.  As  soon  as  It  was  known  Ibat 
Inch  an  order  had  arrived,  a  great  ferment  was  ex- 
'  fitted  among  the  Jews  throughout  the  country.  All 
bnsiness  and  labour  was  suspended  ;  and  the  people 
Went  about  clothed  in  sackcloth,  with  ashes  on  their 
beads.  Thousands  declared  themselves  delermined 
to  die,  if  the  decree  were  enforced,  and  besieging  the 
tribunal  of  Petronius,  bared  their  necks  and  pre- 
sented their  throats  for  the  sword.  By  the  interces- 
noi*  of  Agrippa,  who  went  to  Rome  on  tbe  occasion, 
the  imperial  mandate  was  recalled  ;  but  on  a  fresh 
prorocation  given  to  Caligula,  it  was  soon  after  re- 
issued with  greater  imperiousness  than  before  ;  inso- 
,  nncb  that  Petronius,  presuming  to  delay  for  awhile, 
,  got  bitnself  into  a  situation  of  great  peril.  He  was 
relieved  however  from  Ihe  danger,  and  the  Jews  from 
I  Iheir  apprehensions,  by  tbe  death  of  Caligula, 
was  assassinated  In  the  same  year, 
■•^ftgrtppa  happening  to  be  at  Rome  on  the  al 
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named  occasion,  took  a  promiDent  part  id  ^-^^  T  ^*^^4 
CUadias  to  accept  the  purple,  and  was  by  (7  V  ^t  |^ 
ia  retom  elevated  to  the  rank  of  a  consul  of^  <  ^V     ,^  ^*^  Pti 


— an  uausual  diznity  to  be  borne  by  a  Jewish 
He  likewise  presented  him  with  the  province 


^* 


maria.   and  all  the   remaining  territories  thi^       5^^^U 
belonged  to  his  grandfather,  Herod.      But  t]&^     ^    <  ^^ 
possessed  oi'  the  dominions,  he  was  far  from  enjo^     '<^a/^ 


rue, 
'^\\  bein 
ft^enieen  :3 


the  power  a=d  aothority  exercised  by  his  preiS^^*    6     ^ 
oestor:  for  not  only  the  emperors  of  Rome,  ^"t*^^^  >  ^^ 
prefects  of  Syri^i.  and  even  the  procarators  of  Jq»^         ^ 
CO*  or.en  interfered  in  an  imperious  manner.       '  '  Cjf ^ 
this  HeroJ  had  mortifyins:  proofs  from  Marsus,  "^       4r 
was  appointed  prefect  by  Claud  ins,  and  who  sler""*^^  ^^/^c 
forbade  him  to  raise  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  whid^'^Z^^  ^^"^ 
was  about  to  eCect.    Marsus  likewise  perempton'()r 
ordered  lo  their  homes  several  princes,  who  wen? 
tei::i:  er.:ertaine.i  by  Ag:rippa  at  Tiberias. 

A^ri:'p.i.  :h:-j^:i  popular  with  the  Jews,  was  new- 
:   :'.e>>  ce>:iiu:c  v  r  nli^ious  principle.   To  gratify  tke 
livToJiAD  pArt\  l^e  eDcoura£:ed  theatrical  exhibitions, 
a::^  cj:i:Iai>  o:'  «:l:idiators :  but  discovering  that  be 
i.erecy  c fiend ed  :he  Pharisees  and  zealots,  he  next, 
i.:  order  lo  ^raiiiy  them,  aided  the  persecution  against 
ii;e  I'oi!  jwers  of  Jesus.     He  apprehended  and  pot  to 
de.ii:.  J  .'lines.  o:ie  of  the  twelve  apostles;  and  pe^ 
0(i\iDc  liiat  ilii>  irave  satisfaction  to  the  Jews,  be 
i;e\t  seized  Pe:er.  another  of  the  apostles,  and  wooid 
likewise  have  c.veouied  him,  had  not  God,  in  answer 
10  (he  pr.iyers  tf  the  Christian   Jews,  miracnioosly 
delivered  him  from  prison.    But  Agrippa  was  imme- 
diaiciy  requi;ed.     For  having  received  a  deputation 
ftom  Tvro  and  Sidon  in  public,  and  made  an  haraogae 
^tn  th.«  occasiou.  charmed  with  his  eloqaence,  the  peo- 
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pie  sboDted,  and  declared  that  it  was  Ihe  voii^e  or  a 
god.  Agrippa  accepted  the  Dattery,  but 
same  hour  smilten  with  a  disease  in  the  entrails, 
whiclj  compelled  bim  to  withdraw  from  the  assembly, 
mid  be  died  a  few  days  afterwards  in  great  agony, 
eaten  np  of  worms.' 

In  the  same  year  Palestine  was  visited  by  a  gricv' 
OQ9  famine,  which  was  not  only  a  chastisement  on  ilie 
nation  for  its  sins,  but  one  of  the  tokens  of  the  ap- 
proaohiog  desolation  of  Jerusalem,  which  liad  been 
predicted  by  Jesus.  (Matt.  xxiv.  7.  Acts  si.  28.) 

AGRIPPA  II.  [a.d.  45-53.]— Clandins,  the  Ro- 
man emperor,  though  friendly  disposed  townrd  the 
fiunily  of  Agrippa,  considered  his  son,  who  bore  the 
Mtme  name,  loo  young  to  hold  the  reins  of  govern- 
nent;  being  nt  the  time  of  his  father's  decease  only 
Meventeen  years  of  age-  He  therefore  placed  Judea 
for  a  while  under  the  more  immediate  controul  of 
Caasins  LoDf;iaus,  the  prelect  of  Syria,  and  Cospias 
FadoB  Ihe  governor  of  Jerusalem.  But  two  years 
afterwards,  be  set  the  young  Agrippa  on  Uie  throne 
with  a  limited  territory;  and  six  years  after  thai 
gKye  bim  the  entire  dominions  of  his  father.  Agrippa 
carcely  iu  the  throne  than  that  series  of  misun- 
derstandings with  tbe  Romans  commenced,  which 
oontribated  to  bring  on  the  war  with  tliem.  Tbe 
Jews,  on  their  part,  stirred  up  by  the  fanatics,  be- 
increasingly   insolent    and   contemptuous  to- 

liM.  thai  1 


iiE  SriisD  duputicB,  he  beheld  tlte 
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wards  the  Gentiles;  and  whiht  the  state 
amons  lliemsclves  was  such  as  to  cause  tlic  Moaaicil 
religion  lo  be  everywliere  misapprehended,  and  th« 
name  of  Jebovali  to  be  biHipbcnied,*  tbcy  manifested 
their  dislike  or  idolatry  b>  Ibe  most  scornful  exprec- 
sions  and  geslures.  Tbeir  hatred  likewise  of  th 
Clitistian  Jewx  rendered  them  turbnlent ;  inMDDct 
that  tlief  oflcn  beset  the  Gentile  tribunals  with  ol» 
moroua  importunity  against  them  ;  and  when  tbej 
failed  in  procuring  their  condemnation,  they  inOioted 
summary  vengenncc  tliemselvcs, — somctimei  under 
the  very  eye  of  the  Roman  authorities.'  Another 
cause  of  their  increasin);  insolence  and  lurbnlenN 
was  the  excitement  in  which  they  were  coDliantU} 
kept,  by  their  fond  expectation  of  another  Hesiid 
than  Jcsns  j  at  whose  appearance  they  still  hoped  ts 
go  forth  and  liample  down  the  Gentiles.  In  tbit  ef 
pectation  tbey  were  encouraged  by  the  false propbetl 
among  them,  and  by  the  zealots,  who  taught  them  to 
Tiew  all  other  people  as  enemies,  Claudius,  thopgh 
he  was  forbearing  to  the  Jews  on  Agrippa's  aocounL 
had  nevertheless,  in  the  same  year  that  ho  gave  bin 
the  dominions  of  bis  father,  been  obliged  to  expet 
them  from  Home  for  these  causes ;  previon*  to  whidi, 
on  restoring  the  Jews  of  Alexandria  to  privilege!  «I 
which  they  had  been  for  awhile  deprived,  he  found 
it  needful  to  admonish  tbem  in  bis  edict  to  beban 
themselves  decorously  to  persona  of  opposite  nit- 
gion,' 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Gentiles  were  not  baclnnid 
in  evincing  their  contempt  for  Ibe  Jews.*  The  \axuti 
derided  them  in  epigrams  and  satires ;  the  lUitcsstti 
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tfjBBpeciall;  the  soldi erj,  betrayed  their  aversion  in  a 
>re  brutal  mauner,  their  officers  being  sometimes  dis- 
elined.and  sometimes  unalile,  tu repress  tbeirlicen- 
insness.  Oneor  two  circumstances  of  this  kiodhap- 
ncdin  the  year  of  Agrippa's  accessioN.  Fadas,  the 
nnan  governor  of  Jerusaleni,  liad  been  succeeded  id 
e  followiag  year  by  Tiberius  Alexander,  nephew  of 
e  celebrated  Philo,  and  an  apostate  from  the  Jewish 
ith,  who  was  so  odious  to  tlie  Jews  uu  (hat  accoant, 
at  he  was  in  the  next  year  wiliidrawn,  and  suc- 
cded  by  Venlidius  Cumanus.     At  the  ensuing  feast 

the  passuvcr,  one  of  the  soldiers,  stationed  at  the 
tea  of  the  temple  to  prevent  disorder,  exposed  bim- 
If  naked,  in  contempt  of  the  festival.  A  tumult 
IJowing,  Cumanus  ordered  out  the  troops,  and  (heir 
pcarance  crealing  an  apprehension  of  a  massacre, 
B  people  lied  in  all  directions,  pursued  by  the  sol- 
Bty,  and  treading  down  one  another.  On  this  occa- 
ID,  ten  thousand  Jews  lost  ibeir  lives.  Shortly  after, 
other  soldier,  who  had  obtained  a  copy  of  the 
lataleucb,  publicly  dcslroyed  it  wilh  blasphemous 
preisions.  This  occasioned  another  riot,  in  which 
9  Jews  sulfercd ;  though  Cumanus,  in  tiiis  instance, 
Jered  the  offender  to  be  beheaded.  Al'ler  this  the 
marilans  murdered  a  Jew  of  Galilee,  and  were  ac- 
led  before  Cumanus ;  but  be,  h-ivlng  been  bribed 

the  Samaritans,  turned  a  deaf  ear  lo  the  com- 
tints  of  the  Jews:  upon  wbieh  some  of  the  more 
'bnlent  resolved  to  take  vengeance  into  their  own 
ads;  and,  placing  themselves  under  the  guidance 
two  captains  of  bandilti,  altacked  llie  Samaritana. 
mftflna  aocn  overpowered  Ibein,  killing  man}  and 
'.lag  the  rest  prisoners;  but  the  Galileans  were 
V^tUed  iherebj,  and  forraiag  themseUes 
-  «  i 
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into  armed  bands,  thej  fqrlher  increased  the 

of  brigands  with  which  their  coaDtrj  was  inrrstetl. 

By  tbese  and  other  circamstanues,  a  lawless  and 
ruffian  spirit  was  daily  increasing.  The  Pbariswi 
were  daily  becoming  more  imbaed  with  tiie  ductrioa 
of  the  zealots;  tlie  avowed  zealots  had  become  iden- 
tic ed  with  the  principles  and  practices  of  the  Gu- 
looilesj  whilst  from  among  these  there  now  aroMi 
still  fiercer  sect,  who  held  it  lawful  to  kilt  all  <rbii 
were  opposed  to  the  religion  or  interests  of  Israel,— 
alt,  in  faut,  who  became  ohnoxions  to  themselvei. 
They  were  bound  to  each  other  by  secret  oaths,  and 
carried  a  short  dagger,  called  ska,  beneath  their fu- 
nients,  from  whence  they  obtained  the  name  of  Siearii. 
Persons  were  struck  dead  by  them  whilst  walkiogii 
the  streets,  or  CTCD  worshipping  in  the  temple;  ui 
though  the  mnrcterers  were  often  known,  yet  the  ttu 
of  becoming  the  next  victims  to  their  vengeance  pK- 
veDted  the  observers  froiu  bringing  the  actnal  perpe- 
trators to  justice.  Thus  were  those  principles,  wUcb 
appeared  plausible  in  the  bud,  found,  when  oiniiua- 
slances  had  more  folly  deTcloped  them,  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  deadliest  fruits. 

[a.d.  53— 6G.]— This  gloomy  slate  of  affurs  ml 
greatly  increased  by  the  conduct  of  tbe  prDcnratoci 
wbo  now  succeeded  Cumanus.  These  were  Pelix, 
Festns,  Atbinus  and  Flarus,  lucn  of  rapacious,  ehiet, 
perfidious,  and  profligate  character;  whose  proceed- 
ings were  suited  to  remind  the  Jews  of  the  corse  de- 
nounced by  their  own  Psalmist  on  the  belrr.yera  aod 
murderers  of  the  Messiah, — viz.  that  wicked  mien 
ihould  be  set  over  tbem,  and  Satan  should  atsml  >l 
their  right  hand;'  fur  these  men  proved  both  roow|(J 
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in  tbemselves,  and  snares  and  gios  whereby  the  peo- 
ple were  provoked  to  desperate  proceedings. 

Felix,  the  first  of  these,  was  an  enfranchised  slave 
of  Claadius,  of  whom  Tacitas  observes,  that  with  the 
Irae  genius  of  a  slave  he  exercised  the  tyranny  of  an 
eastern  despot*^  Daring  the  seven  years  that  he 
was  governor,  he  availed  himself  of  every  imagin- 
able pretext  to  plunder  the  Jews ;  and  on  being 
remonstrated  with  by  Jonathan  the  high  priest, 
who  was  his  friend,  and  had  been  the  principal  cause 
of  his  elevation,  he  hired  a  band  of  Sicarii,  who 
fell  upon  Jonathan  in  the  court  of  the  temple, 
during  the  solemnities  of  public  worship,  and  mur- 
dered him.  The  deed  struck  the  whole  nation  with 
horror;  no  instance  had  occurred  of  a  pontiff  being 
Ihas  cut  off;  neither  could  an  act  be  conceived,  more 
inconsistent  with  the  alleged  principles  of  those  who 
perpetrated  it. 

Festus  was  removed  and  died  in  the  same  year  that 
he  was  appointed  governor;  but  not  until  he  had 
evinced  the  like  profligate  determination  to  enrich 
himself  at  any  sacrifice  of  character.  He  found  the 
priests  engaged  in  a  tithe  war  among  themselves ; 
the  chief  priests  endeavouring  to  exact  from  the 
inferior  priests  so  large  a  portion  of  the  offerings  and 
does,  as  to  leave  them  almost  without  a  maintenance. 
From  the  strife  of  words  they  proceeded  to  blows ; 
and  the  courts  of  the  temple  were  often  polluted  with 
their  blood;  of  which  quarrels  Festus  took  advantage 
to  serve  his  own  interests. 

He  was  followed  by  Albinus,  who  exceeded  both 
bis  predecessors  in  atrocity.  During  one  of  the  festi- 
faiSy  some  brigands  seized  and  carried  off  the  son  of 

1  Hist.  T.g. 
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ihe  high  priest  Ananias,  at  tbo  same  timeii 
Ihe  father  word,  that  he  should  he  liberated,  if  Ani- 1 
nias  would  Grst  procure  the  release  of  tt>n  o(  Iheli 
associatcB  recently  apprehended  by  Albittua. 
governor,  for  Ibe  sake  of  the  pralfered  bribe,  gnatet 
the  reqaest  of  Ananias;  after  -which  the  robben. 
emboldened  bj  the  success  of  their  stratagem,  triied 
the  mcmhers  of  wealthy  families,  whensoever  attfif 
their  own  hands  were  imprisoned;  whilst  Albioai, 
finding  this  an  easy  method  of  acquiring  wealth,  in- 
stead of  endeavouring  to  suppress  the  banditti,  sangiil 
only  to  apprehend  them. 

Under  Albinns  two  other  ( 
bnted  to  increase  the  number  of  brigands.  The  n(E 
for  building  had  never  declined  since  the  day*  rf 
Herod,  New  cities  and  villas  had  continued  to  s) 
np;  and  men  gazed  at  and  boasted  of  the  edifico 
and  embcllislimenis  on  every  side,  unwilling  Ii 
lieve,  though  warned  by  the  Christian  Jews,  thai  the 
day  was  hastening  on  which  woald  not  leave  out 
stone  upon  another.'  Albinus  improvidenlly  dis- 
charged eighteen  thoosand  artificers  and  labonren 
from  tbe  public  works  in  one  day;  who,  being  anablc 
to  obtain  employment,  for  the  most  part  became  free- 
booters. Tlie  other  circumstance  which  increued 
their  nnmber  was,  that,  hearing  of  bis  recal,  Albinaa 
released  all  tlie  prisoners  in  bis  possession,  of  wliHl- 
soever  description,  who  could  only  find  means  to  pa; 
something  for  their  liberty;  whereby  he  again  let  loou 
Dpon  society  almost  th^  entire  of  the  vagabond*  ai 
criminals  with  which  Ihe  jails  were  filled. 

There  were  likewise  continually  arising  imposloi*. 
who  taking  advantage  of  the  feverish  expeclatiua of 
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HRff  Messiah,  were  pcrmilled  repeatedly  to  delude 
those  who  had  rejected  the  true  Christ;  as  he  had 
warned  lliem  would  be  the  case,'  Some  of  these 
drew  togeiiier  a  large  iiuiii1>er  or  armed  followers, 
besides  the  greater  ninllilude  who  secretly  or  more 
qaietly  favoured  tliom  -,  among  whom  may  be  in- 
stanced Theudas,'  who  in  tlic  time  of  Fadus  promised 
to  divide  the  waters  of  Jordan,  ss  Joshua  had  done ; 
bat  was  slaiu  instead,  and  his  bead  exhibited  on  the 
walls  of  Jernsaleffl.  Another,  an  Egyptian  Jew,' 
arose  in  the  time  of  Felix,  and  raised  a  band  of  thirty 
thousand  armed  followers,  whom  he  led  to  the  mount 
of  Olives,  assuring  them  that  the  walls  of  Jerusalem 
-were  to  fall  down  flat,  like  another  Jericho.  Dot 
Felix  scattered  them  to  the  winds.  Festus  destroyed 
another,  who  had  drawn  together  a  multitude  in  the 
desert ;  notwilhstandin;;;  wbieh  repeated  failures,  the 
infkttnitiDn  and  delusion  still  continued  ;  whilst  the 
remainder  of  their  adherents,  when  routed  or  dis- 
persed, finding  themselves  unsettled  for  the  sober 
pursuits  of  life,  commonly  served  to  swell  the  num- 
ber of  the  brigands. 

Aboot  A.D.  04  otGS,  Gessius  Florus  was  appointed 
procurator,  the  last  and  the  worst  governor  of  all. 
His  conduct  was  so  flagitious  that  Alhinus  now  ap- 
peared in  the  comparisun  a  righteous  man.  He 
directly  abetled  the  baoditti,  on  condition  of  divid- 
ing the  plunder  with  them;  and  oared  not  what  out- 
rages they  committed,  so  that  he  was  but  a  partici- 
pator in  the  spoil.  Neither  did  he  lake  any  pains  to 
conceal  his  proceedings;  his  object  being,  by  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  injustice,  oppression,  and  insult,  to 
•pravoke  the  Jews  into  rebellion,  thereby  to  obtain 

_r>  jotaBT.41.  Matt.  »1t.  t.         •  AcUt.  IS.         '  Acta  ill.  IB. 
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a  pretext  for  more  extensive  pillage,  and  a  blindto 
cover  his  enormities.  Many  of  the  Jews  sought  t 
refagc  from  his  tyranny  in  other  countries;  whibt 
the  more  wealthy  who  remained  adopted  the  dan- 
gerous expedient  of  hiring  bands  of  ruffians  forthdr 
own  defence,  whom  they  afterwards  found  employ- 
meut  for,  in  attacking  those  who  were  opposed  to  them 
on  political  or  religious  grounds.  Among  those, whs 
thus  became  virtually  captains  of  banditti,  were  Cos- 
tobar  and  Saul,  of  the  royal  family,  and  Ananias,  the 
late  high  priest;  thus  literally  fulfilling  the  words  of 
their  prophet, — '^Thy  princes  are  rebellious  and  com* 
panions  of  thieves.''  (Isa.  i.  25.) 

This  Ananias  was  a  profligate  Saddncee,  but  poi- 
sessed  of  immense  wealth,  by  means  of  which  he  had 
procured  the  pontificate.  He  greatly  promoted  the 
persecution  of  the  Christian  Jews  ;  and  in  the  time  of 
Albinus  had  procured  the  condemnation,  by  tbeSaa- 
hcdrim,  of  James,  another  eminent  disciple  of  that 
name,  who  was  cast  down  from  the  battlements  of 
the  temple,  and  not  being  killed  by  the  fall  wastbeo 
stoned.  But  owing  to  the  extensive  benevolence  and 
goodness  of  James,  who  was  surnamed  t/ieJust^ihe 
act  was  not  popular,  and  Ananias  was  deposed  for  it 
by  Agrippa. 

Under  the  government  of  Felix  the  eminent  Paul 
had  likewise  been  seized  in  the  temple,  and  would 
have  been  killed,  but  for  the  intervention  of  the  Ro- 
man onicer  then  commanding,  who  nevertheless  de- 
tained him,  under  the  impression  that  he  was  one  of 
the  false  Messiah.^     Forty  of  the  Sicarii  then  laid  a 

'  Up  to  this  period  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Christian  Jews  were 
persecuted  by  the  Gentiles  as  Christians.  Owing  to  the  slandffs  d 
their  Jewish  brethren,  the  Gentiles  appear  to  have  regarded  them 
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Hot  to  assassinate  Paul  while  yet  in  ouatody:  but 
the  centurion,  obtaiaiiig  information  of  their  design, 
sent  his  prisoner  bj  nigbt  lo  Felix,  who  was  at  Cas- 
aarea.  Felix  was  persuaded  of  his  innocence  of  the 
tbings  alleged  against  him ;  jet,  hoping  to  bo  bribed 
by  Paul  or  his  friends,  he  exaniiued  and  remaoded 
bim  several  times,*  and  finnlly  left  him  to  Feslus. 
This  governor  was  inclined  to  be  bribed  by  the  Jews 
to  condemn  Paul;  on  which  the  latter  stood  on  bis 
privileg'e  as  a  freeman  of  Rome,  and  appealed  lo  the 
tribunal  of  Nero.  Previons  however  to  his  being 
sent  thither  he  was  examined  before  Agrippa,  who 
came  lo  pay  his  compliments  to  Feslus  on  his  ap- 
pointment; on  which  occasion  Paul  so  powerfully 
flet  forth  the  facts  which  had  led  to  his  ( 
Eion,  that  Agrippa  declared  himself  almost  persuaded 
lo  become  a  Christian.  Feslus  being  immediately 
after  recalled,  Albinns  his  successor  sent  Paul  to 
e  brought  his  doctrine  hefore  the  im- 
perial conrt,  and  finally  obtained  his  liberty.    He 
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was  however  soon  after  apprehended  again,  and 
to  death,  in  the  absence  of  Nero,  by  Hellui  Cseuii-      | 
anns,  bia  prefect.    Peter  was  executed  about  li 
jears  afterwards. 

In  the  second  year  of  the  procuratorship  of  Floraii 
Ceatina  Gallus,  who  was  tlien  prefect  of  Syria,  < 
up  to  Jerasalem  duriag  the  passover.  He  no  loaiiei 
appeared  ia  public,  than  he  was  besieged  bj  ibe 
Jewa  with  vehement  complaints  against  Florui ;  «1h) 
stood  by  laughing,  and  afl'ecling  an  air  of  iodiffei' 
ence  and  contempt.  Cestias  amused  them  b;  (i 
pressing  his  hope,  that  tbey  woald  hare  no  faillw 
cause  for  dissatisfaction,  and  left  them  witbODi  » 
dress.  The  discontent  which  this  conduct  of  Ceslin 
occasioned  was  greatly  increased  by  bis  repreieatt- 
tions  to  the  imperial  court,  in  a  cause  then  pet  " 
between  the  Jews  and  the  Gentile  inhabltanll  if 
Ciesarea.  Both  parties  laid  claim  to  the  city ;  W 
frequent  disputes  and  collisions  had  taken  plM< 
betneen  tliem.  The  Jews  bad  the  undeniable 
conclusive  argoments  on  their  aide,  that  Cosarc* 
was  baitt  by  their  king,  in  their  territory,  and  w 
tbeir  money.  The  Syrians  and  Greeks  bad  no  srfu- 
racnt  beyond  tlie  fact,  that  there  were  temple*  ud 
statues  in  the  city,  which  the  Jews'  religion  did  Urt 
tolerate.  The  most  intense  interest  was  excited  bj 
this  cause,  and  the  Jews  were  confident  that  it  mnO 
be  decided  in  their  favour;  bat  owing  to  the  si 
meats  of  Cestius  to  Nero,  and  the  persaasioni  of 
his  tutor  Barrhus,  who  was  bribed  by  the  Gtccki, 
judgment  was  lloally  given  against  them. 

[a.d.  fie-71.]— The  wrongs  and  injustice,  whirt 
had  been  heaped  by  the  rulers  upon  their  Messiah. 
were  now  manifestly  beginning  to  be  repaid  ifgp^. 
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P^'VU  beads,  and  apon  tbe  nation  in  general, 
^^^^^ancewas  redressed;  no  complaint  was  lis- 
'^o;  if  their   great  men  entreated  favour,   it 


them  to  certain  insult ;  if  they  ventured  to 

^rate,  they  were  answered  by  stripes,  inipri- 

^  and  death.    Florus  bad  made  various  ex- 

>te  demands  upon  the  people  in  the  shape  of 

S  and  hearing,  upon  one  of  these  occasions, 

^  had  been  ridiculed  at  Jerusalem,  he  went 

^  m  in  great  fury  with  his  legions,  rode  over  the 

who  came  out  to  meet  him,  committed  various 

tieSf  and  endeavoured  to  take  the  treasury  by 

':ise ;  in  which  enterprise  he  failed,  only  through 

blocking  ap  the  approaches  to  it  by  masses 

^^         _tg  beings,  who  resolved  to  be  sacrificed  rather 

"^^lat  he  should  succeed.    Encouraged  by  what 

^  ^  ^^d  witnessed  of  the  disposition  and  conduct  of 

P^  ^^>mans,  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  also,  in  those 

#^^*  ^here  there  were  Jewish  colonies,  rose  up  and 

^•^P^^t^ed  them ;  presuming  that  it  would  recommend 

2P*^  ^  that  iron  power  which  now  ruled  the  world, 

*^%  It  least  that  it  would  be  passed  over  with  impunity. 

^v^  these  they  were  in  several  instances  plundered 

^-  %Mi  massacred ;  in  some  cases  having  been  first  de- 

wi'  ^ftqfed  into  their  grasp  by  the  basest  perfidy. 

r:    v.,  It  was  whilst  they  were  groaning  under  this  ty- 

^iBiiy  and  persecution  that  the  news  arrived  of  their 

JO  BQccess  in  the  dispute  with  Caesarea ;  upon  which 

the  spirit  of  revolt,  which  had  been  smothering  with- 

i0^  barst  out  into  a  flame.    The  war  faction  had  been 

rapidly  increasing  for  some  time ;  but  the  aristocracy, 

the  wealthy,  the  influential,  the  timid  and  the  peaceful 

formed  altogether  a  powerful  and  numerous  party 

who  deprecated  war.    They  felt  keenly  the  indigni- 

2  6  2 


r 


4S3  BISTORT   OF   TBE  JBWS: 

tiw  and  iajnrics  which  Ihcy  bad  to  eai 
Rcotan  oulhorities ;  but  they  saw  at  the  siuaclin 
ikn  hnpelcssncM  o(  resistance,  and  the  certaiiiif  Iti 
«■  ■nsaccessful  attempt  nould  bring  upon  theamniT 
itill  greater  calamilies.  Their  mlers  therefore wetl 
aboat  bescecbiDi;  the  people  to  submit;  and  ma 
Asrippa,  to  whom  liltle  mote  than  the  oarae  of  kjuf 
BOW  belonged,  mingled  his  entreaties  with  llioscif 
the  nobility.  But  the  bond  of  union  belveea  lk> 
people  anil  their  ralers  had  been  severed  hjo\ 
lion ;  and  A^rippa  had  rendered  himsell'  nnpopalK. 
from  bating  bailt  a  palace  wbicb  overlooked  tt' 
eonrts  of  the  temple ;  and  then,  when  the  pridU 
er«cied  a  wall  to  intercept  the  niew,  from  having  «• 
tired  toBerjtus.  (the  modern  Beyroat)  which  he  mi 
his  rcxidenee.  Nevertbeles!',  be  was  well  mxini'i 
and  on  his  represenliag  to  tbe  people,  that  to  t 
the  damage  the?  had  already  committed,  and  b 
lect  the  tribaie  they  had  refused,  were  the  only  mnu 
of  saving  their  lemple  and  ciiy  from  dexIractioD.ttej 
obeyed.  But  when  he  next  proceeded  to  recomtnend 
that  they  shonld  welcome  Florus,  who  was  exp««u' 
from  Cicsarea,  with  the  usual  courtesies,  they  broli 
out  into  a  yell  of  e:(ecration,  assailed  Agrippawi 
ind  drove  him  out  of  the  city. 
The  war  party  were  sensible  that  they  wer«  iw» 
committed,  and  that  none  bat  determined  meatim 
could  avail  them. .  Eleaiar,  a  son  of  Ananias,  i 
president  of  the  Sanhedrim,  pot  himself  at  Ihehcixi 
of  the  insurgents;  and,  in  order  to  compromise llic 
nation  slill  further,  persuaded  the  priests  ti 

the  asnal  sacrifices  for  the  emperor,  and  lo  •!■<■* 
no  heathens  in  future  to  offer  their  oblations.  Tk<> 
resolution,  so  imiiiuus  toward  God  aDd"eontnr)  H 
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all  men."  appears  to  hare  sealed  their  fate.  Joso- 
pbus  allriliutes  Ihe  calamities,  whicb  arterwards 
came  npon  them,  to  the  anger  of  God  for  Ihe  murdei 
of  Jonathan  the  liigh  priest,  and  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted b;  the  SicariJ ; '  bat  we  have  more  certain  au- 
thonlf  foralatini;,  that  the  real  cause  of  their  trouble  . 
was  their  rejection  of  Jesua,  their  Irne  high  priest.  I 
And  though  the  fuct  mentioned  by  Josephus  ' 
doubtless  a  fruil  of  their  being  for  this  offence  given 
up  (o  blindness,  ;et  from  the  same  infallible  sod 
we  learn,  that  the  sins,  which  more  immediately  Glled 
Up  the  measure  of  their  iniquity,  and  brought  wrath 
upon  them  to  the  uttermost,  were,  first,  their  peraeeu- 
Uon  of  those  followers  of  Jeans  who  were  of  their  own  J 
nation;  Rnd secoadlj, their  bllterand  malignant oppo-^ 
tition  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles; 
in  which  same  spirit  of  intolerance  and  contrariety 
the  proposition  of  Eleazar  was  adopted.' 

The  advocates  of  peace,  fearing  the  consequences 
of  this  measure,  and  finding  themselves  unable  to 
eonlrol  the  furious  enthusiasm  of  the  insurgents,  dis- 
patched messengers  to  Florus  and  Agrippa,  stating 
tJiat  the  preservation  of  Jerusalem  to  the  Romans  de- 
pended on  immediate  succour.  Agrippa  accordingly 
lent  them  three  thousand  troops  without  delay  :  but 
the  insurgents,  led  on  by  Eleazar,  look  possession  of 
the  temple,  defeated  the  troops  of  Agrippa  with  much 
lots,  shut  up  the  remainder  in  the  palace,  and  bc- 


I  CODipare  i  That.!!.  19.  iB,  wllb  MUt  niii.  ss— 

M  mme  politiol  EUcnitiBluiGis  «  briuElDf  oa  Uio  t 
nr  "CTt  inobiblr  aaita  ■■  viz.  tie  oppiewlte  tj-nai 
hkanriceol  Floiui.uul  t]»  dlipntea  reapeetlnc  Ci 
M.n.B,P!  deH^.lt.ia.    Tk. Ann,  ».  38.  Hltt.v 
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sieged  tbc  Romans  in  tlie  castles  of  Herod  airf'h* 
tonia.  At  Ihc  end  of  two  days  Antonin  was  Ukin 
bj  assault,  aod  the  ^arrisoo  put  to  the  sword. 

'Wliitst  these  things  were  transacting:  in  the  capital. 
Menahem,  a  son  of  Jndas  the  Ganlonite,  snrpriwd 
the  strong  fortress  of  Massada  on  the  dead  sea :  anil 
having  fonnd  there  a  large  quantity  of  arms,  he  wt- 
lecled  and  equipped  a  numerous  ho6y  of  adhcranU, 
and  assuming  the  title  of  king,  hastened  to  JerDsalnn. 
He  was  there  welcomed  with  loud  acciamatioDi. 
and  immediately  invested  wilh  the  chief  commuxl. 
The  troops  of  Agrippa  then  offered  to  capitulate,  ind 
were  permitted  lo  quit  the  city  in  safety  ;  afierwlitrfl 
the  Insurgents  set  fire  (o  the  palaces  of  Agrippa  « 
the  high  priest;  and  Ananias  himself,  (be  perseeoTOi 
of  the  Christian  Jews,  being  found  concealed  ii 
aqueduct,  was  dragged  forth  and  put  to  death.  Tbty 
likewi.se  burnt  the  record  olhce,  containing  tbe  regM- 
tries  and  the  bonds  of  the  rich  men;  whereby  tbty 
both  weakened  the  power  of  the  wealth  j,  and  attacbcd 
the  debtors  to  the  war  parly. 

The  Roman  garrison  in  ibe  castle  of  Herod,  beiDg 
unprovided  for  a  siege,  and  likewise  closely  pressed. 
next  offered  to  snrrender,  on  oondittoa  of  being  per- 
mitted to  withdraw  in  safely  from  the  < 
terms  were  aceepted  and  sworn  to  by  ihe  insarfeBl 
chiefs;  and  the  ensuing  sabbath  was  chosen  bytl* 
enemy  for  carrying  tbe  treaty  into  effect,  in  the  DXpM- 
I  that  they  were  not  likely  on  that  day  to  be 
molested  in  their  retreat.  No  sooner,  however,  btd 
they  depo.sited  their  arms,  than  the  Jews  fell  upon 
and  treacherously  slew  thero,  with  the  exception 
their  commander,  who. crying  out  that  he  would  sat- 
mit  to  ciiDumcision,  was  spared  npoa  thoM  U 


1'  neither  this  deed  aor  the  murder  of  Anaiiina 
were  approved  by  the  mare  moderate,  even  of  their 
avn  party  ;  and  tlioagh  tlie  insurgents  bad  now  com- 
phte  possession  of  the  city,  ^loom  and  dissatisfaction 
pnvaited.  The  arrogant  deportment  also  of  Mcnn- 
ken,  and  his  presumption  in  assuming  tbe  purple, 
gav9  offence;  taking-  advantage  of  which.  Etcazar, 
who  regarded  him  with  jealousy,  contrived  to  slay 
blm. 

In  the  meanwhile  Florus,  on  receiving  intelligence 
of  the  rebellion,  secretly  exulted  at  the  cipportonily 
it  seemingly  presented  of  more  largely  gratifying  his 
npacity.  His  first  step  was  to  eKcile  the  inhabitant!! 
of  Csaarea  to  rise,  who  consequently  slew  the  Jews 
to  the  number  of  twenty  thousand,  and  the  rest  were 
BCDt  to  the  galiies.  Uy  a  remarkable  coincidence 
this  massacre  happened  at  the  very  hour  when  the 
Romans  were  perlidiously  butchered  at  Jerusalem. 
The  Jews  however  overlooked  the  moral  lesson  set  . 
before  them  by  Providence  therein;  and  perceiving  I 
ia  this  event  only  another  proof  that  they  were 
prascribed  by  the  whole  world,  they  desperately  re- 
■olved  to  declare  war  against  the  world. 

They  now  became  anxious  to  increase  their  party. 
Persons  of  the  first  distinction  in  Jorusaleo)  were 
thrown  into  prison  end  tbeir  housesplundered,  if  they 
evinced  themselves  unfavourablelo  the  cause;  whilst 
in  the  country  the  fanatics  laid  waste  the  property  of 
■Dob,  and  cruelly  treated  the  owners.  They  likewise  ■ 
Buanlted  and  captured  several  important  fortresses  I 
and  cities;  and  conformably  with  their  defiance  of 
the  Gentile  world,  tbey  hurst  forth  upon  the  neigh- 
bouring Greek  and  Syrian  cities,  many  of  which  they 
.  captured,  and  some  they  burntj  ioHicling  at  the  same 
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time  a  terrible  Teageunee  on  those  who  had  n 
aftaiaat  their  couQlrjmeti. 

These  important  succesacs,  and  the  rapid  spread  il 
the  ilame  of  insurrection,  at  length  aroused  CestiU 
Gallus,  tlie  prefect  of  S^TJa.  Aided  b;  Agrippaai 
the  neighbouring  princes,  who  fornished  him  vilt 
large  contingents  of  troops,  he  collected  3 
amounting  to  betneen  thirtj  and  forty  thousand  net, 
of  whom  ten  thousand  were  Romans.  With  this  foiM 
he  advanced  from  Ptolemais  on  Jerusalem.  Buthii 
conduct  was  both  barbarous  and  impolitic:  wheihr 
the  cities  Ijing  on  his  march  opened  their  ^testo 
resisted  him,  he  equally  pot  the  inhabitants  thcRirf 
to  death,  and  gave  up  their  houses  to  pillage ;  wberebj 
he  determined  numbers  of  the  wavering  Jews  lojoiii 
the  insurgcnts- 

On  his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood  of  BethborMi, 
about  eight  miles  from  Jerusalem,  the  Jews,  who 
were  congregated  in  the  capital  to  celebrate  the  feafl 
of  tabernacles,  rushed  out  in  countless  mullitadei, 
and  attacked  him  with  siicb  irresistible  impetuotUfi 
that  they  defeated  him  with  the  loss  of  500  men  Id 
killed,  and  would  probably  have  destroyed  his  entire 
army,  had  not  darkness  put  an  end  to 
Cestius  was  so  intimidated  by  this  reverse,  that  it 
remained  three  days  motionless.  He  was  encouraged, 
however,  by  the  peace  party,  wilb  whom  he  secretly 
corresponded,  to  approach  the  city;  but  tlie  iniar 
gents,  discovering  that  there  was  a  conspiraey  ta 
open  the  gates  to  him.  seized  the  ringleaden,  ■ 
cast  them  headlong  from  the  walls,  Cestius  nev' 
theless  set  lire  to  the  buildings  in  Ihesubaibs,  a 
invested  the  upper  cily :  '  after  which  he  pressed  the 

1  Jeruralem  caiuia.Ieil  of  tliree  oitiei,  raoli  bnvins  three  t^rWUf 
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ffi9g6  with  vigour  for  several  days,  and  was  on  the 
poiiit  of  having  the  gates  thrown  open  to  him  by  the 
JpfjWicrate  party,  when,  either  from  panic,  or  some 
M^  caose  which  has  never  been  explained,  he  sad- 
jfMly  drew  off  his  forces  and  retreated  to  Scopes,  and 
Jlf0  next  day  to  Gabao,  at  the  entrance  of  the  difficult 
jijM^es  of  Bethhoron.  The  Jews  sallied  forth  and 
P^Kned  him.  The  recollection  that  in  those  same 
ipMes  Joshua  had,  in  a  former  period  of  their  history, 
^Iftroyed  the  forces  of  five  Canaanitish  kings,  would 
iy^rve  to  excite  their  enthusiasm  to  the  highest  pitch. 
aB(#  result  was,  that  Cestios  sustained  a  series  of  dis- 
jll^borSy  which  terminated  in  his  entire  defeat.  He 
fpfft  the  whole  of  his  military  engines,  (a  seasonable 
Ijpise  to  the  Jews)  together  with  all  his  baggage, 
•teat  the  half  of  his  army  were  killed,  and  he  arrived 
at  Antipatris,  with  the  other  half,  routed  and  pursued 
IHr  the  Jews  to  the  very  gates.^ 
:.This  remarkable  success  of  the  Jews,  at  a  time 
vben  they  were  nevertheless  devoted  to  destruction, 
ipiTites  a  more  particular  notice.  God  appears  to 
iMiTe  had  two  objects  to  accomplish  by  it ;  the  first  of 
i;luch  was  the  deliverance  of  the  followers  of  Jesus. 
Up  to  this  period,  although  the  nation  was,  in  the 
mmaa,  evidently  ripening  for  destruction,  the  gather- 
ing out  of  the  election  was  nevertheless  going  for- 
ward ;  and  the  Cl^ristian  Jews  continued  to  form  a 
apiritual   sanctuary  at   Jerusalem,   though   in   the 


wsDs,  and  each  being  built  on  separate  hills.  To  the  soath  was  Zion, 
whidi  being  the  highest  was  called  the  upper  city.  In  the  centre  was 
which  being  lower  than  Zion,  was  coiled  the  lower  city.  Con- 
.  with  this,  yet  having  distinct  fortiflcatioos,  was  mount  JIfortaA, 
on  wbidb  stood  the  temple.  Northward  was  Bezetha,  which  signifies 
city,  from  its  having  been  the  last  built. 
1  Tacit.  Hist.  v.  19. 


r 
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midst,  as  ha»  bccDseeo,  of  peiaecDlion  and  Tepiosc%.  | 
Bnt  the  Messiah,  in  nhom  they  trasfed,  whtn  b 
varned  them  of  the  coming  nralb,  gave  them  dine- 
tiona  likewise,  that  wlien  the;  should  see  Jenutlen 
compassed  with  armies,  liie;  sboold  seize  tbe  ini 
opportunity  to  escape.  These  instrnctiODs  •tmI'I 
appear  perplexing,  previous  to  the  retreat  of  CeatlH; 
for  lo  escape  from  a  city  invested  on  all  sides  wjlk 
troops  most,  under  any  circumsianceit,  be  faazardou, 
and  in  most  cases  impracticable.  But  tbe  retreat  sf 
Cestias,  in  the  manner  related,  a.nd  his  subscqotal 
defeat,  gave  the  disciples  ample  opportaoity  to  qnil 
Jerusalem;  which  they  failed  not  to  take  adranlagc 
of,  and  retired  to  Pella,  a  city  in  tbe  moantatos.' 

The  other  object  apparently  was.  to  bring  the  loig 
pending;  wrath  upon  the  nation  more  generally. 
Facts  at  least  eiincc  that  it  proved  i 
mnltitndeB,  who  still  hun^  back  and  besitalcd  wliit 
course  to  take,  until  ibc  victories  of  Ibe  insursMU 
decided  them.  Both  these,  and  such  i 
desirous  of  peace,  were  far  from  gniltlens  of  tbesiu 
of  their  nation.  Tliey  were,  for  the  roost  part,  of 
tbat  temporizing  class,  who  form  in  general  the  iacri 
mass  of  society  ;  who  failed  to  assert  the  priacipl*) 
of  truth  and  right  eon  so  ess,  when  it  was  tbcir  duly  M 
God  and  their  country  to  have  done  so  ;  who,  lad 
thoy  stood  forward,  when  the  eneroies  of  Jeia*  ocR 
clamoroQS  ag:ainst  bim,  would  bave  prevented  tbit 
faction  from  prevailing ;  but  having  by  their  supiM- 
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H  ^fen  boldness  to  the  wicked,  and  sofiered  un- 
godliness to  grow  to  an  Incurable  height,  tliey  were 
now  involved  in  those  very  dangers,  which,  when 
at  D  distance,  tlie;  bad  looked  upon  with  indilTcrcnce 
or  onbelier. 

The  news  of  the  disasters  which  had  attended  the 
Roman  arms,  and  the  formidable  character  of  the 
revolt,  created  a  great  sensation  at  Itonic  ;  insomuch 
that  the  emperor  Nero  deemed  it  expedient  to  com- 
mission Vespasian,  the  most  able  commander  of  the 
dayjtorepairimmeilialeiy  to  Palestine;  whilst  Ceslius 
and  Floras,  who  ricbij  deserved  it  for  their  crimes. 
Were  called  to  answer  for  their  miscondoct  before 
the  imperial  and  now  exasperated  tyrant.     Centius 

I  threw  the  blame  of  the  revolt  on  Florus,  but  died 
From  excitement  and  vexation,  before  his  sentence 

I  was  pronounced.  The  end  of  Flnrus  is  not  recorded. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  Jews  were  not  idle  during 
the  respite  afforded  them.  They  obtained  poKsession 
of  all  Judea  and  Galilee,  with  many  cities  in  other 
districts.  The  Idomeaaa  and  Samaritans  likewise 
revolted,  though  the  latter  did  not  unite  with  the 
Jews.  Various  persons  were  nominated  as  comman- 
ders, the  most  distinguished  of  whom  was  Joseph, 
a  priest,  better  known  as  Flavius  Josephua,  the  cele- 
brated Jewish  historian.  According  to  bis  acconnt 
af  himself  he  was  possessed  of  great  eloquence, 
ability,  energy,  military  skill,  bravery  and  patriotism. 
He  raised  a  hundred  thousand  men  in  Galilee,  to 
which  province  he  was  appointed ;  put  tbe  ci 
a  good  stale  of  defence;  constructed  implemems 
and  engines  of  war,  and  disciplined  bis  troops  after 
Ibe  Rooian  method  of  fighting.  But  his  efforts  were 
(leatjy  impeded  by  John  of  Gischala,  a  subtle  and 


4 


,  in  Ui«  hope  of  oliUiiuiiE 
m^nme  pMrcr.  Md  cowttatial  snares  for  Jmephu. 
vkaM  be  regafdnl  •*  ■  riTkl  Bsptrant  for  Uie  a 
la  Ikefollwvuf  Tc*r,  nailers  bein^  ta  thii  Mtt. 
i  Palatine  at  the  bead  of  a  fomi'- 
»i«ly  thousand  repltl 
:  reinforced  oa  his  aninl  kj 
priBMS.  The  Jews  i 
elitted  to  giT«  him  baitle  in  the  open  field,  and  UK 
*•»!  Knii7  of  Josepbffls  Bctaallj  dispersed  andSfJil 
the  news  of  bis  approach;  but  tbej  nevertbeleas nv 
lircd  to  the  towns  and  fortresses,  and  there  faagbl 
«itb  the  same  desperate  valoar,  though  nai  with  Uu 
taiBe  saceeM,  as  in  (he  campaign  witb  Cestius.  Vn- 
pasian  proceeded  with  caution,  resolved  lo  tedaw 
the  fortresses  and  towns,  before  he  atlemplcd  Jen- 
soleoi.  All  fell  before  him,  and  the  Jews  «tK 
pUDished  with  a  severitf  tbat  evinced  the  exasptn- 
I'taa  of  the  Romaas,  al  the  receot  disgrace  sastslMd 
by  tbeii  arms.  Vespasian's  first  act  of  TeageaOH 
was  at  Gadara,  which  place  he  took,  and  slew  ill, 
without  distinction  of  ag'e  or  sex,  as  also  in  then- 
gioD  round  aboat;  iosoinacb  that  many  popolotl 
villages  were  left  withoat  iohabitaat.  This  »u 
probably  intended  to  strike  terror  in  the  onset;  bnl 
the  Christian  reader  will  at  the  same  time  remeoibtt, 
thai  these  were  the  people  who  collectively  had  M- 
trcated  Jesas  to  departout  of  thcircoaats.  JoaepliU 
tlirew  himself  into  Jolopata,  which  held  oat  dnriagl 
alege  of  sl\  weeks,  in  the  course  of  which  the  fU- 
1  perrormed  extraordinary  feats  of  valour,  and 
JosephuB  exhibited  a  fertility  of  stratagem  aad  re- 
which  drew    forth  tlie  admiration  of  llif 


enemy.  Bat  the  fortress  was  nevertheleis  taken, 
fcn<f  IhoasnnA  males  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  wo> 
men  and  children  sold  into  captivity.  Josephus 
bowever  contrived  to  save  bis  own  life;  for  being 
discovered  in  a  oavcm,  he  demanded  an  interview 
with  Vespasian,  alie<;ing  that  he  had  something  im- 
portant to  communicate  1  and  on  being  taken  in 
chains  into  the  presence  of  the  general,  be  assumed 
the  air  of  a  prophet,  and  predicted  that  Vespasian 
would  ascend  the  imperial  throne.  He  was  imme- 
diately treated  with  respect,  and  when  the  prediction 
was  aflerwards  verified,  was  mnch  honoured  both  by 
Vespasian  and  his  son  Titus.' 

Similar  tragedies  with  that  at  Gadara  and  Joto- 
pala  were  enacted  at  Japha,  Tariohea,  Gamala,  tiis- 

1  Dion.  Cut.  Iivl.  Tnc. hist.  i.  ID;  JoHCpli<t?BfU.  UL  a.    Joacpliiu 
Bnuio  thecKYErd,  whii^h  watBttbcboUamofBdrTWcll.  But  there 


Lh>t  the  puIlM  who  mlg 
ilaua,  -were  cut  aO  by  th 
Jewof  TIberlu,  nunnl 


for  ■  copious  flharo  of  the  ibuie  or  JoicphuB, 

t  ol  the  hiatnir  whlcb  ditHUy  oc  IndirectJy 
u  rcjunli  thoie  eTenn  which  could  lie  »t- 
lor'rltna  ur  of  king  Aerlppii,  d 
batt«  authenCicBt 
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(iliala,  and  other  places.  At  Taticfaea,  Teipft 
stained  l>is  lanrela  by  an  act  of  pciBdj,  Bfter  Lehid 
permitted  the  Jews  to  capitulate,  by  falling  upon  tben 
himaelf  while  disarmed,  and  gluttincr  his  tcDgeaiiM 
with  a  massacre :  after  which  tie  sold  forty  iLoauad 
of  the  sarvivors  into  slavery.  He  was  punished  baa- 
ever  at  Gamala,  the  next  place  he  attacked,  by  thedii- 
comGture  of  the  choicest  of  hia  legions,  and  the  loHOf 
a  greater  nninber  that)  Josephus  has  been  permiHed 
to  relate;  though  it  is  acknowledged  to  have  Ik 
severe,  including  several  distinguished  oOicera> 
took  place  under  the  immediate  observation  and  to 
the  great  aUliction  of  Vespasian  himself,  who  aglin 
indulged  his  v indie tiveness,  when  he  did  captim  the 
uity,  by  the  extermination  of  every  soul  found  in  it 
From  Gischala,  John  the  bandit  contrived  I 
his  escape  with  bis  troops,  and  unhappily  for  Jen- 
salem  found  refuge  i«ithin  its  walls. 

Galilee  was  now  almost  wholly  snbdaed.  The  St- 
maritBDs  also  had  submitted  and  received  pardon  i  hi 
not  until  Vespasian  had  made  a  severe  example,  bj 
the  slaughter  of  twelve  thousand  of  them.  HkviBg 
accomplished  these  things,  he  next  withdrew  h 
army  into  winter  qaarlersat  Cxsarea.  The  followi^ 
year  he  again  took  the  lield,  and  pursuing  the  somi 
catitious  policy,  reduced  Jericho  and  other  places  in 
Judea.  But  whilst  thus  engaged,  intelligence  reached 
him  of  the  death  of  Nero,  an^  the  disordered  state  of 
affairs  at  Rome;  upon  which,  his  object  being  now  to 
keep  his  army  anbroken  and  to  watch  the  progress  of 
events  in  Italy,  be  again  withdrew  to  Ctesarea.' 
resohcil   on   this  course   with  the  greater  secnrilf, 
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ftom  the  knowledge  which  he  likewise  had  of  the 
ftate  of  affkirs  Id  Jerasalem,  where  rival  factioDS 
were  now  preying  on  each  other,  and  performing  his 
WoriL  for  him  as  effectaally  as  the  Roman  sword. 
.  JHsanion  had  been  the  bane  of  the  Jews  from  the 
lloginning  of  the  revolt.    Not  only  was  there  a  party 
throaghont  the  country  desirous  of  submission,  who 
were  only  kept  down  and  compelled  to  dissemble  by 
dread  of  the  insurgents ;  and  who,  when  the  Romans 
•ppToached,  betrayed  the  councils  of  the  warriors  to 
tiieniy  and  otherwise  weakened  their  hands ;  but  the 
war  party  itself  was  made  up  of  discordant  sects  and 
ikotions,  each  eyeing  the  other  with  jealousy,  lest  the 
ooe  should  obtain  a  preponderance  aspired  to  by  all ; 
«Bd  contending  among  themselves,  as  soon  as  they 
w«re  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  Roman  arms. 
In  Jerusalem,  matters  were  in  a  still  more  de» 
plorable  state.    Previous  to  the  defeat  of  Cestius, 
the  Christians  within  its  walls,  though  persecuted, 
were  nevertheless  a  considerable  restraint  upon  the 
pfoceedings  of  the  lawless.    The  truths  of  God  were 
on  every  opportunity  asserted  by  them;  the  con- 
aeience  of  the  multitude  could  not  but  acquiesce  at 
times  in  the  justice  and  propriety  of  their  sentiments, 
however  disinclined  it  might  be  to  imitate  their  prac- 
tice; «nd  thus  many  atrocities,  as  the  murders  of 
Jonathan,  Ananias,  and  the  like,  were  disapproved 
when  perpetrated,  by  those  who  had  wanted  moral 
eoorage  to  prevent  them.    But  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  followers  of  Jesus,  the  body  which  remained  was 
deprived  of  its  salt,  and  left  to  become  a  putrid  car- 
case.   Those  restraints  also,  which  God  imposes  by 
moral  and  legal  considerations  upon  the  wrathful 
and  ferocious  spirit  of  man,  were  removed:  there 
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were  none  to  remind  tbeu  of  their  responslkifitrt* 
God  ;  and  they  had  shaken  off  the  civil  yoke  both  of 
Agrippa  and  the  Romaos.  Thus  were  they  left  a 
prey  to  aoarchy  and  lawlessoess,  to  render  manifni 
into  what  excesses  the  fallen  natare  of  man  maf 
plnnge,  and  what  misery  he  inevitably  briogs  apon 
himself,  wbcn  he  forsakes  and  is  forsaken  of  God. 
Instead  of  one  leader,  in  whom  all  might  feet  con- 
fidence, and  under  whom  all  might  unite,  disseniion, 
like  a.  hydra,  prodaced  its  many  heads,  and  "  violetm 
and  strife  only  were  spied  within  the  city."  Eleaiif 
had,  in  hrs  turn,  assumed  the  title  of  kinff,  and  coo- 
dacled  himself  with  so  mnuh  insolence  over  the  arit- 
locracy,  that  another  Ananus,  or  Ananias,  who  *m 
made  chief  priest  after  the  murder  of  the  fonnet  of 
that  name,  inlluenced  the  sanhedrim  to  depose  bia 
from  his  command.  Ananus  was  himself  at  the  b«Kl 
of  what  was  considered  the  moderate  parly ;  wli». 
while  they  alleged  thai  they  had  no  intention  of  sd- 
niilling  the  Romans  within  the  cily,  were  inclined  u 
propose  terms  of  submission.  But  Eleazar  nevti- 
Iheless  had  the  Zealots  and  Gaulonites  on  bis  side, 
and  with  them  the  popnlace ;  besides  which,  Ifav 
treasures  of  the  temple  were  at  bis  disposal,  and 
these  he  scrupled  not  to  use  for  the  purpose  of  pi*- 
curing  and  retaining  partisans.  He  now  therefore 
seized  upon  the  temple,  and  made  it  bis  head* 
quarters  J  upon  which  Ananus  prepared  to  dislodge 
him.  Many  of  the  populace  were  enraged  at  ibi* 
act  of  profanation  by  Eleazar  and  his  party,  and  were 
induced  lo  join  wiih  Ananus,  who  was  aided  by  Jo- 
seph and  Simon,  two  other  priests  of  eminenct. 
Much  fighting  and  much  slaughter  ensued  on  botli 
but  Ananus  gained  possession  of  the  Oatft 
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ooort  of  the  temple,  and  blockaded  EJeazar  within 
tbe  inner  coart  and  buildings  of  the  sanctaary* 

John  of  Gischala,  in  tbe  meanwhile,  acted  with 
Ua  characteristic  daplicity.    He  affected  to  side  with 
Ananas,  bat  secretly  betrayed  his  coancils  to  the 
jEealots ;  whom  he  also  persuaded  that  Ananas  was 
almat  to  call  in  the  Romans,  and  advised  them  to 
■end  and  inform  the  Idameans  thereof,  and  entreat 
their  assistance.  Trasty  messengers  were  accordingly 
despatched,  and  the  Idameans,  eagerly  obeying  the 
Cftll,  sent  twenty  thousand  men  by  forced  marches 
to  Jerosalem.    Being  refused  admittance  by  Ananus, 
wbo  Yainly  endeavoured  to  win  them  over  to  his  own 
party,  they  encamped  without  the  walls.    During  the 
night  which  followed,  Jerusalem  was  visited  by  a 
farioas  tempest  of  rain,  accompanied  by  thunder  and 
lightning.    The  guards  in  the  outer  court  of  the  temple 
•tole  away  ooe  after  the  other  for  shelter ;  discovering 
which,  a  party  of  the  Zealots  crept  under  cover  of  the 
darkness  to  the  gates,  and  favoured  by  tbe  noise  of  the 
horricane  and  the  reverberation  of  the  thunder,  burst 
them  open  and  proceeded  to  tbe  city  gates.  These  they 
alao  found  unguarded,  and  bursting  them  open  in  like 
manner,  let  in  the  Idumeans.    Returning  hastily,  a 
preconcerted  signal  was  given  to  tbe  Zealots  'in  the 
inner  coart,  who  rushing  out  from  within  upon  the 
troops  of  Ananus,  at  the  same  time  that  the  Idu- 
means and  their  escort  rushed  in,  a  conflict  ensued 
accompanied  by  shouts  and  screams  more  terrific 
and  discordant  than  tbe  tempest.    Many  destroyed 
each  other  from  inability  to  distinguish  in  the  dark- 
ness ;  and  in  the  morning  the  court  of  the  temple  was 
foand  deluged  with  the  blood  of  8500  human  victims. 
The  Zealots,  having  thus  exterminated  the  forces 
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• 

in  the  ooter  court,  and  again  obtained  po^ 

the  whole  temple,  were  enabled  by  the  %- 

Idomeans  to  seize  Ananas,  and  those  o^^ 

priests  who  had  aided  him,  who  were  all  pi^  * 

without  any  respect  being  paid  to  their  • 

their  bodies  cast  out  naked  into  the  stre^ 

next  dissol fed  the  sanhedrim,  and  oonveDC^ 

consisting  entirely  of  their  own  creatures,  wt^ 

likewise  preferred  to  the  chief  offices  of  W 

hood.    They  then  commenced  a  persecutioB 

aristocracy.   On  the  most  frivolous  charges  of  i 

ing  the  Romans,  the  rich  were  seized  and  i 

before  the  council  thus  appointed,  and  their  < 

nation  and  execution  as  certainly  followec 

prisons  were   immediately  replenished   wit 

victims,    destined  to  undergo   the  same  n 

another  striking  retribution  on  those   who 

remarkably  violated  the  forms  of  justice  in 

of  Jesus.    Twelve  thousand  persons  of  weall 

tinction  perished  in  this  manner ;  the  princip 

tation  being  the  pillage  of  their  houses. 

those,  who  now  raised  their  hands  against  tl 

formerly  been  their  own  labourers,   but  d 

tbcir  oppressions  to  follow  the  more  dange 

more  independent  calling  of  the  bandit,  or  t 

themselves  to  the  marauding  Zealots.     Oi 

Christian  prophets,  whom  the  Jews  had  kiJ 

warned  them  of  their  danger  in  the  following 

words  :  *'  Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and 

your  miseries  that  shall  come  upon  you.     Yo 

are  corrupted,  and  your  garments  moth-eat< 

gold  and  silver  is  cankered  ;  and  the  rust  of  tb 

be  a  witness  against  you,  and  shall  eat  your  i 

were  fire.    Ye  have  heaped  treasure  togethei 
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last  days.  Behold,  the  hire  of  the  laboarers,  who 
have  reaped  down  yoar  fields,  which  is  of  yoa  kept 
back  by  fraad,  crieth ;  and  the  cries  of  them  which 
hxwe  reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of 
Sabaoth.  Ye  have  lived  in  pleasure  on  the  earth 
and  been  wanton ;  ye  have  nourished  your  hearts  as 
itt  a  day  of  slaughter ;  (or  as  victims  are  nourished 
and  fattened  for  the  day  of  slaughter ; )  ye  have  con- 
demned and  killed  the  Just  Oney  and  he  doth  not 
tesist  you."  (James  v.  1—5.) 

There  were  some  of  the  aristocracy,  who  either 
ftom  a  depraved  love  of  popularity,  or  really  deluded 
by  the  pestiferous  principles  of  the  Zealots,  had 
joined  their  party  ;  but  these  only  had  their  fate  de^ 
fared:  as  soon  as  the  party  supposed  to  be  inimical 
to  the  Zealots  was  hunted  down,  those  who  were  pro- 
fessedly friendly  to  them  were  next  attacked,  on  the 
same  pretences.  To  have  given  decent  burial  to  one 
that  was  slain,  or  to  have  been  seen  to  weep  or  ex- 
press a  word  of  regret  for  them,  was  deemed  suffi- 
eient  evidence  of  their  favouring  the  Romans.  In 
two  instances  (those  of  Niger  of  Perea  and  a  wealthy 
person  named  Zacharias,)  the  council  having  ven- 
tured to  acquit  or  hesitate,  the  accused  were  stabbed 
by  the  Sicarii,  in  the  midst  of  the  court,  and  the 
senators  were  next  attacked  with  clubs,  and  driven 
Ikom  their  seats.  Yet  these  ruffians  called  them- 
selves saviours ;  as  if  they  had  studied  by  that  appel- 
lation to  mock  those,  who  had  crucified  the  <nily 
Saviour.  These  proceedings  however  undeceived  the 
Idameans,  who  after  having  first  set  open  the  pri- 
son-doors, in  which  were  confined  two  thousand 
more  intended  victims,  withdrew  from  the  city  in 

disgust.    Under  their  protection  the  released  prison* 

2  H  a 
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ers  and  many  others  qaitted  Jerusalem  fik 
most  of  wbom  repaired  to  the  fortress  of  M; 
still  in  the  bandx  of  the  Zealots.  Tbe  cammai 
this  tine  was  SinoD  Bar-gioraa  of  Gerasa,  a 
and  subtle  robber,  the  coanterpart  of  John  i 
chala  ;  who  having  distinguished  himself  I 
Ccgtios  at  the  passes  of  Bethoroo,  was  appoic 
or  rather  assumed  Ibe  command  of,  tbe  dist 
Acribatene ;  bot  became  so  intolerable  from  h 
rages  and  excesses,  that  Ananus  bad  been  ob) 
march  against  him  and  expel  him.  After  I 
repaired  to  Massada,  nhere  the  force  which 
panied  faim  procured  for  him  the  commani: 
there  streaglhened  himself  by  enlisting  in  his 
a  mnllitude  of  slaves,  wbom  he  ooticed  by  c 
paling  tbera  ;  *  numbers  of  tbe  Slcarii,  and  mat 
means  also  ;  and  now,  being  farther  increased 
arrival  of  the  fugitives  from  Jernsalem,  he  m 
toward  the  metropolis.  The  Zealots  who  nea 
against  him  were  defeated;  after  whicli  Sio 
vaged  the  country  round  about,  enriching  I 
thereby  with  the  spoil,  and  increasing  his  arm 
he  had  twenty  thouaaod  followers. 

In  the  mean  time  John  of  Gisebala  threw 
mask  ID  Jerusalem.  By  fomenting  Jealoasies 
the  followers  of  Elcazar,  and  attaching  many 
self  by  bribes  and  promises,  he  Ibooghtfaimsell 
enough  to  obtain  tbe  mastery,  and  set  np  a 
He  seized  upon  the  outer  court  of  the  tetnp 
established  himself  therein  against  Bleazai 
wbom  he  had  frequent  conflicts,  but  wiiim|| 
advantage  on  either  side.    John's  poaif*      ^ 
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was  th^  most  favoarable  for  mischief,  and  from  it 
he  sallied  forth  and  continaally  robbed  and  mal- 
treated friends  and  foes.  His  followers  abandoned 
themselves  to  the  most  extravagant  and  insane  licen- 
tioasness ;  they  painted  their  faces  and  decked  them- 
selves in  the  gorgeoas  apparel  discovered  in  their 
pillage,  whether  it  was  of  males  or  females.  In  this 
effeminate  attire  they  were  one  while  guilty  of  dis- 
gusting obscenities ;  at  other  times  they  ran  about 
frantic,  stabbing  every  person  whom  they  met. 

The  inhabitants  at  length  convened  a  secret  coun- 
eily  to  consider  what  was  to  be  done ;  but  they  were 
kiow  without  counsel  or  understanding  in  Jerusalem, 
and  came  to  the  infatuated  and  fatal  resolution  of 
calling  in  Simon  to  their  aid.  He  immediately  took 
possession  of  the  upper  town,  from  which  he  attacked 
John ;  but  no  impression  was  made  on  him,  though 
lie  was  now  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  two  assailing 
parties.  In  the  meanwhile  Simon  and  his  followers 
soon  shewed  themselves  to  be  as  profligate  as  John's. 
In  their  conflicts  with  each  other  they  set  fire  to 
whole  streets ;  and  when  not  actually  contending, 
gluttony,  drunkenness,  rape,  murder,  violence,  and 
lobbery  every  where  prevailed.  '^  Righteousness 
had  lodged  in  the  city,  but  now  murderers.''  Jose- 
pbns  describes  it  '^  as  a  den  of  robbers  and  mur- 
derers;''^ another  striking  instance  of  the  justice 
of  the  recompense  which  overtook  those,  who  had 
preferred,  in  Barabbas,  a  robber,  and  a  murderer, 
instead  of  Christ ! 

At  the  same  time  that  all  three  were  conflicting 
among  themselves,  each  was  vigilant  to  prevent  any 

1  De  BeUo,  iv.  9«  10. 
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of  the  inkabitaiits.  *'  As  leopards  t 
oTcr  tke  citj,"  and  poaneed  with  the  fie 
mtm  of  the  beast  of  prey  oo  all  whom  they  saspee< 
The  sfightest  sjmploBi  of  impmtieiice  or  dissalni 
tkm  was  coastnMd  ioto  treason ;  the  offender  \ 
i—f  rfiifely  pat  to  death,  and  bis  body  throws  c 
the  walls.  The  tyranay  of  Floriis  was  considefei 
the  tise  not  to  be  sorpassed ;  bat  the  famace ' 
BOW  heated  serea  tisics  hotter  than  in  his  dajs,i 
a  rei^  of  tenor  and  most  f^nding^  tyranny  | 
Taikd«  which  caased  OTen  him  to  be  r^retted. 

Sach  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  Jerosalem,  iHi 
Tespasiaa«  at  Cssarea^  was  watching  the  ooam 
events  in  Italy.  Galha,  Otho,  and  Yitellius  npi 
saceeeded  each  other  in  the  imperial  dignity,  asi 
ieB^«  ia  ^.D.  69,  the  purple  was  offered  to  Vei 
staa.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  Rome,  leaving 
son  Titas  to  prosecute  the  Jewish  war,  who  mard 
the  follow  iDg  year  for  Jerusalem. 

If  the  character  of  Titos,  as  a  commander,  is  to 
jttdced  of  by  this  war,  it  has  certainly  been  overrat 
he  displayed  much  of  the  rash  and  impetuous  I 
Terr  of  youth  ;  little  of  the  skill  and  foresight  o 
s:ood  general.  In  the  6rst  onset  he  had  a  nan 
escape  of  being  taken  prisoner  or  destroyed; 
on  arriTing  within  four  miles  of  the  city,  he  pasl 
forward  with  a  body  of  cavalry  to  reconnoitre, 
was  profound  silence,  and  no  soul  appeared  uf 
the  walls ;  hut  as  Titos,  emboldened  by  this  c 
cumstance,  approached  nearer,  suddenly  the  ga 
opened,  the  Jews  sallied  forth,  and  separated  hi 
then  entangled  among  gardens,  from  the  main  bo« 
of  his  escort.  Titos  however  cut  his  way  throoj 
the  assailants,  and  escaped  by  the  fleetness  of  h 
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and  (he  remainder  of  his  army  presently 

a  op,  and  encamped  about  tbe  city. 

9  Jews  were  at  tbis  time  again  preparing  to 

rate  Ibe  passovcr ;  wbich  festival  was,  on  this 

,  remarkable   on  several  accoanta.     It  was 

return  of  tbat  ordinance,  at  which,  only  thirty- 

l^ears  previously,  they  had  crucified  Ibeir  Mes- 

3  the  last  passovcr  observed  at  Jerusa- 

;  and  it  was  at  this  time  attended  by  nnpre- 

Qialtitudes  of  strangers :  for  tbe  war  parly, 

.0  obtain  reinforcementa,  bad  sent  letters  to 

^brethren  in  all  the  countries  round  about,  in- 

{  tbeir  special  altendauce.     Moreover  the  cir- 

e  tbat  boatile  armies  were  in  view  during 

^'festival,   ought  to  have  operated  aa  a  solemQ 

o  tbe  Jews,  that  their  ways  were  not  pleas- 

|lo  God  1  since  Moaes,  in  whom  they  trusted,  bad 

red  them,  tbat  so  lung   as  they  continued  obe- 

it  strangers  should  not  desire  their  land  ;  and  that 

r  oiliea  should  be  safe  from  aggreaaion,  during 

If  absence  at  these  feasts.' 

rning  omens  and  prodigies  are  likewise 
ted  by  Josepbus,  by  Tacitus,  and  by  the  Rabbins, 
ftiving  occurred,  frorn  the  procuralorship  of  Al- 
I  downward  to  this  period:  as  the  appearing 
,  with  a  tail  like  a  scymitat,  which  bung 
■the  city  for  a  twelvemonth  ;  a  supernatural  light 
loll  shone  about  the  altar  and  temple  at  the  feast 
if  anieavened  bread  ;  the  appearance  in  tbe  heaveni  | 
after  sunset  of  a  multitude  of  tbariols  and  borse- 
I,  which  made  a  circuit  round  the  city  in  battle  I 
ice  beard  by  tbe  priests,  who  kept  watch  I 
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by  niglit  in  tbe  temple  at  Ihe  feast  of  Penlecos 
ing:,  Let  u>  depart  hence,  and  rollowed  by  a  n 
noise  as  of  a  moltitiidc  ;  and  the  spontaneoBS 
in^  open  of  the  brazOD  gales  of  tbe  outer  coait, 
required  Iweaty  men  to  move'  Though  aomeo 
things,  and  others  related,  might  have  been  the 
of  imagination,  Ihej  serve  nevertheless  to  evin 
excitable  and  feverish  stale  of  the  public  m 
Ibis  period.  One  circumstance  however,  wbieh 
aalhenlicaled,  created  a  melanoholy  forebod^ 
the  minds  of  many.  This  was  the  conduct  of  i 
named  Jesus,  considered  as  a  inaDiac  by  aata 
more  probably  one  of  llie  Essenes,  many  of 
(Josephas  says)  were  endowed  with  tbe  spirit  i 
phecy.'  He  went  about  day  and  night  in  tbe  ( 
and  on  the  walls  of  tbe  city,  uttering  with  i 
voice  woes  against  the  temple,  Jerusalem,  ai 

1  Jonph.  dc  Bell,  iL  t.  Tac.  Hist.  V.  19,  IS.  TBlmad,  loma, 
s  Tbe  EitenH  have  been  cbbdsII;  ncDliDned  befoie,  taut  On 

tenplotive  and  mystical  Bpct,  aocl  calls  them  Therapttt^-  TTh 
ftsc^c  in  their  habits,  abstained  from  Tine,  and  avoided  ten 

reaaon.  (FlDury,  pC.  iv.  c.  i.)  The;  practiKd  lifiil  cellbai? 
tbemselTen,  but  adopted  uid  branetat  up  tbe  cbildrFo  of  ctfes* 
sent  gifts  la  tbe  lenipie,  bat  offered  no  iscriflce.  Thar  "o^ 
scriptureB,  but  notthetraditlomi  though  they  nevertheleii  hi 
opiDione  pecallar  to  Ibemiilvcs.  lomc  of  whieli  vcre  derind  t 
Oricptal  phUosnpbr.  The;  were  Hbiet  obBervcra  of  ih»  I 
BfTupulomly  regardful  of  their  oath,   upright  in  all  tbcilr  d 

gard  with  IniUffereace  both  (iJeaaqre  and  imiD.  They  wav 
aidenbie  oaoibeii  la  tlie  vicinity  of  Aleiuidiia,  and  also  on  Ok 
of  theDoBd  Sea,  where  they  luflired  cruelly  ftom  tbedrmyol 
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BatioD.  When  dragged  before  Albinas  and  scoarged, 
he  ottered  no  cry  for  mercy,  and  betrayed  no  symp- 
-    torn  of  pain,  bat  at  every  stripe  exclaimed,  *  Woe, 
woe  to  Jerusalem  ! '    When  demanded  by  Albinns 
l^   who  he  was,  he  gave  no  reply  ;  who  conclading  him 
^    to  be  deranged,  ordered  him  to  be  loosed.  From  that 
^   time  he  continaed  his  mournfal  ditty,  derided,  in^ 
Milted,  afflicted,  and  sometimes  pitied.     He  rebuked 
nobody  who  struck  him,  he  thanked  nobody  who  gave 
bim  food,  but  continued  bis  course  as  if  insensible  to 
i    saffering.    At  length,  pursuing  bis  way  on  the  walls, 
i    dorinji^  the  siege  by  Cestius,  he  suddenly  stopped, 
and  crying  aloud,  '  Woe,  woe  to  myself,'  was  imme- 
diately struck  dead  by  a  stone  from  a  Roman  balista. 
When  the  Jews  perceived  themselves  to  be  seriously 
invested,  they  agreed  to  cease  from  their  own  con- 
fliets  for  awhile,  and  uniting  their  forces,  rushed  out 
apon  the  tenth  Roman  legion,  while  the  soldiers  were 
Mitrenching  themselves.     Their  furious  impetuosity 
and  increasing  multitudes  amazed  the  Romans,  who 
would  have  been  overwhelmed,  had  not  Titus  has- 
tened to  their  succour  and  attacked  the  Jews  on  the 
flank.    Multitudes  however  still  pouring  forth,  the 
Romans  retreated  up  the  mount  of  Olives;  where, 
finding  the  Jews  still  pursuing,  they  were  seized  with 
panic,  dispersed,  and  fled  in  all  directions.    Titus 
was  again  left  in  a  perilous  situation,  with  only  a 
handful  of  followers ;  on  which  a  few  Roman  sol- 
diers, perceiving  his  danger,  taunted  the  fugitives ; 
who  then  rallied,  and  pouring  down  the  hill  in  turn 
upon  the  Jews,  now  breathless  with  the  ascent,  com- 
pelled them  to  retire.'     The  Romans   nevertheless 

*  Bishop  Newcombe  and  others  have  concladed  this  to  be  the  time 
when  the  Christians  fled  out  of  the  city  j  (Observ.  p.  422.)  bat  many 
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solfered  seTCrely  in  Ihc  encoanler,  whilst  gte^ 
and  conlidence  was  infused  into  Ihe  Jews. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  bjr  a  well  condncted  tint 
agem,  the  Jews  obtained  another  advantage, 
large  party  issned  froni  the  gates,  who  cowered  aodei 
the  walls,  BS  if  afraid  of  adTanciDg  towardi  lit 
Romans;  toward  whom  they  nevertheless  at retcbtd 
forth  their  arms,  in  the  atiilude  of  aupplicalloii ; 
whilst  those  on  the  walls  appeared  to  be  pelUa^ 
Ihem  with  stones.  The  Romans  were  deceived,  ml 
concluding  it  to  be  the  advocates  for  peace,  dtinii 
out  of  the  city  by  the  war  factioa,  the  troops  neaieit 
to  them  advanced ;  wheo  (he  gates  suddenly  opened, 
and  the  Jewish  myriads,  pouring  forth,  sarroDtKM 
the  ItoDiaos,  whilst  a  shower  of  darts  and  missiles 
fell  upon  them  from  the  walls.  A  few  only  eCTecWd 
their  escape :  the  rest  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  tke 
Jews  derided  the  Romans  with  great  exultation. 

The  principal  attack  of  Titus  was  on  Becetta, 
where  the  walls  were  low.  Here  he  soon  cffeclsd  1 
breach,  and  got  possession  of  it,  bat  not  withoat  t, 
desperate  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  Jews,  and  oon- 
sidcrable  loss  which  he  must  himself  have  soAeredi 
but  Josephus  invariably  oonceals  the  casualties  W 
the  Romans,  not  being  permitted  probably  byTitM 
to  name  thera.  Auother  breach  was  soon  af 
deemed  practicable  in  the  tower  or  middle  city,  a 
Titus  entered  with  his  troops ;  but  he  was  again 
doomed  to  sustain  a  defeat,  aod  was  glad  to  effect  tit 
retreat  by  the  way  he  entered  :  nevertheless,  he  gnid- 

wplehtr  tEMons  B1B7  he  urKod  against  0 
hy  Ceell'ua ;  and  they  would  liave  deipiB 


Mllygtuoed  possession  of  the  second  town.  The  tern- 
llrie  however,  tbe  upper  city  and  the  castles,  constitut- 
ing the  strongest  portion  of  tbeilefencos,  still  remained, 
and  a  anited  people  within  vronld,  humanly  speaking. 
liave  compelled  tbe  Romans  to  raise  the  siege.  But 
God  had  now  lorned  to  be  tbeir  enemy,  iind  the 
same  divisions  and  conflicts  continued  within  the 
walls.  John  bad  contrived  to  snrprise  Eleazar,  by 
■endins  bis  men  disguised,  with  swords  under  their 
garments,  into  the  inner  court  for  worship  ;  who, 
Boddenty  falling  upon  EJeazar,  slew  hina,  obtained 
possession  of  tbe  inner  court,  and  tbe  followers  of 
Eleazar  then  united  with  those  of  John.  There  were 
aow  therefore  but  two  parties,  under  John  and  Simon; 
bat  these  two  chiefs  watched  each  other  like  tigers ; 
and  Ibe  one  was  often  restrained  from  attacking  the 
RoDiaiiS  at  an  advantage,  throngh  fear  of  being  at- 
tacked  himself  by  his  rival. 

A  HEW  and  more  formidable  enemy  next  appeared 
in  the  field,  in  the  shape  of /amine.  The  successes" 
of  tbe  Jen's,  during  the  siege,  proved  in  the  result  a 
■Bare  to  tbcm  in  several  respects.  It  encouraged 
them  to  conilnae  their  conflicts  with  each  other, 
whereby  much  provision  was  often. destroyed,  lest  it 
shoold  prove  nseful  to  the  opposite  party  ;  it  caused 
tbem  to  be  prodigal  and  wanton,  in  the  use  of  that 
In  their  own  possession,  under  the  ooolidence  that 
tbe  Romans  would  speedily  break  up  and  retire; 
and  it  determined  them  to  resist  the  frequent  over- 
tntea  of  Titus,  until  at  length,  exasperated  by  their 
obstinacy,  be  resolved  on  tbe  externii nation  of  them 
alt.  Tbe  deliciency  of  provisions  had  become 
sensibly  felt  every  day.  On  the  17th  July  the  daily 
sacrifice  was  obliged  to  be  discontinoed  from  Ih' 
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waot  oftictinis;  llio  first  time  it  had  ceased  tv'bl 
oRered  since  it  was  restored  by  Jadaa  Maccabcu. 
John,  havinK  the  magaziaes  of  the  temple  at  bis  com- 
raand,  took  eare  of  his  own  men;  the  troops  of  Simoo. 
being  unprovided,  obtained  food  by  violence,  nbm- 
eier  they  conid  seize  it.  The  miserable  inhabilinU 
were  left  to  obtain  it  as  they  could.  Many  ptiled 
with  tbcir  whole  substance  for  a  measure  of  con, 
and  then  dared  not  grind  or  bake  it,  lest  the  noise  of 
ilie  mill,  or  liie  sniell  of  tlio  oven,  should  be  ootieed 
by  the  troops  of  Simon. 

Siill  the  Roman  arms  were  attended  with  disatln 
and  hamiliation.  On  the  one  side  John  undermined 
their  worlds,  and  threw  down  engines,  lowers  tnd 
embankments  together;  in  another  direction  Simin, 
emulous  of  the  skill  and  valour  of  hi;t  rival,  nubed 
out  with  torches,  and  set  Brc  to  the  engines  and  bat- 
tering trains ;  and  a.  total  defeat  of  the  whole  lioci 
wonid  again  have  followed,  bad  not  Titus  hutenrt 
with  fresh  troops  and  relieved  theni,  when  oa  tht 
point  of  fleeing. 

Deprived  of  bis  artillery,  and  having  no  timber  ftt 
hand  for  constructing  other  engines,  Titus  now  de- 
termined to  turn  the  siege  into  a  blockade  ;  to  accota- 
plish  which  more  effectually,  he  dog  a  deep  fosse  wilb 
a  high  embankment  all  roand  the  city,  on  which  be 
bnilt  towers  at  short  intervals;  thns  Hccomplisfaifli 
a  prophecy  of  Jesus — "  For  the  days  shall  comt 
upon  thee,  that  thine  enemies  shall  cast  a  tresob 
abont  thee,  and  compass  theo  round,  and  keep  (hN 
in  on  every  side."  (Luke  xix.  id.) 

At  length  the  troops  of  John  began  to  saCfer  from 
the  famine,  which  greatly  aggravated  the  miicrici  u( 
the  usnal  inhabitants.     Whosoever  appeaied  wjlh 
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coantenance  less   wan  and  emaciated  than  others 
was  immediately  suspected  of  having  concealed  pro- 
'visions ;  and  if  any  food  was  found  in  his  house,  he 
was  pot  to  death  for  not  having  exposed  it  in  the 
market.    A  small  quantity  of  chopped  hay  fetched 
t  high  price;  the  shoes,  belts,  and  leather  shields 
were  boiled  and  eaten  ;   still  more  revolting  sob- 
stances  were  next  resorted  to ;   even  the  dunghills 
were  carefully  ransacked  for   any  thing,  however 
ioathsome,  that  might  appease  the  cravings  of  hunger. 
The  aged  and  infirm,  together  with  the  children,  and 
all  who  were  unable  to  take   care  for  themselves, 
"were  left  to  perish.     The  usual  ties  and  sympathies 
of  nature  were  disregarded.     If  one  member  of  a 
family  found  a  morsel  of  food,  he  was  obliged  to  eat 
it  privily,  or  it  was  snatched  from  his  mouth  by  some 
other  member;  children  and  parents  contending  with 
each  other.     One  circumstance  excited    universal 
horror.    Mary,  a  noble  lady  of  Perea,  in  the  delirium 
produced  by  hunger,  slew  and  boiled  her  own  infant, 
and  having  eaten  part  of  it,  set  the  remainder  aside. 
Allured  by  the  smell  of  food,  a  party  of  marauders 
borst  in,  and  charged  her  with  the  crime  of  having 
eaten;  on  which  she  uncovered  the  remains  of  her 
ehild,  and  with  frantic  irony  invited  them  to  partake. 
The  severity  of  Titos  added  to  their  miseries,  all 
who  deserted  to  him  being  now  put  to  death.    M^^y 
nevertheless  preferred  the  risk  of  perishing  by  the 
Romans  to  the  certainty  of  becoming  the  victims  of 
hanger;   and  stealing  therefore  over  the  walls  by 
night,  they  crept  to  the  purlieus  of  the  Roman  camp 
in  search  of  offal.    In  the  hope  of  striking  terror  into 
the  besieged,  as  many  as  five  hundred  of  these  mis- 
erable wretches  were  crucified  at  one  time;    and 
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those  who  gaye  their  voices  to  crucify  theH 
<(lory,  now  saw  their  oily  sarroaDded  by  a  malUtade  H 
of  their  coantTymeD  writhing  under  similar  poina^ 
meot.  Thoae  who  perished  within  Ibe  city  wer 
either  thrown  over  the  nalU  ioto  Fthe  lavinei,  a 
left  noburied  in  the  streets  ;  whioh  caoKd  a 
length  so  horribie  a  stcacb,  that  it  became  neceuvy 
to  carry  them  out  and  bury  them.  A  deserter,  i 
had  been  charged  with  this  office,  declared  to 
Romans,  that  115,880  corpses  had  been  thns  i 
posed  of,  at  one  gate  only,  between  the  14th  of  Apiil 
and  the  Istof  Jaly. 

Titus  however,  finding  that  no  impression  was  mt 
on  the  besieged  by  his  severities,  relaxed  so  far  u 
permit  desertion ;  but  the  mercy  of  this  act  was  bnl- 
traled  from  other  causes.    Some  of  tbe  Jews  wlia  de- 
serted were  found  to  have  swallowed  jewels  or  gf/U, 
which  they  were  afterwards  delected  searching  form 
their  eKcrements.     As  soon  as  this  was   known,  I 
Arabs  and  Syrians  in  the  army  of  Titus  strnck  the* 
down  and  ripped  them  open  to  examine  their  ea- 
trails;  aud  though  rebuked  and  threatened  foritb) 
Titus,  it  only  cansed  them  to  dispatch  their  wretobal 
victims  more  privately,  as  was  attested  by  the  im- 
gled  remains  discovered  every  morning. 

In  the  meanwhile  Titus  had  been  for  some  weda 
collecting  timber  from  a  distance;  and  consideriDf 
that  he  had  now  sufficient  to  reconstract  his  bKlteriOg 
engines,  he  determined  on  resuming  offensive  op«i>- 
lions.  After  much  hard  fighting  and  repeated  cheoJu, 
he  succeeded  in  scaling  and  keeping  possession  of 
the  castle  of  Anlonla  ;  which  place  tbe  Jews,  at  lb* 
beginning  of  the  war,  had  captured  in  half  ibe 
time,  though  garrisoned  by  Romans.     He  next  uti' 


THE  IDUMEAN  PRINCES.  479 

Mished  himself  in  the  oater  court  of  the  temple,  and 
laving  from  thence  set  fire  to  the  gates  of  the  inner 
coarty  which  were  of  wood  covered  with  silver,  he 
prepared  for  a  general  assaalt  on  it.  All  these  ope- 
lations  however  were  attended  with  severe  contests 
and  mach.loss. 

Previoos  to  the  attack,  Titus,  who  was  desirous  of 
saving  the  temple  itself  from  destruction,  on  account 
of  its  magnificence,  held  a  council  of  six  of  his  prin- 
eipal  officers,  and  submitted  to  them  the  expediency 
of  so  doing*    Three  were  for  its  destruction,  and  three 
for  its  preservation  ;  on  which  Titus  threw  his  casting 
vote  in  with  the  latter.    But  a  greater  than  Titus  had 
determined  otherwise.    The  soldiers  had  orders  on 
tlie  following  night  to  clear  away  the  rubbish  and 
smoking  embers  of  the  cloisters  of  the  outer  court, 
which  had  been  set  on  fire  by  the  Jews ;  but  whilst 
tiiey  were  so  employed,  the  Jews  rushed  out  upon 
them.     The  Romans  repulsed  them,  and  /ollowed 
with  them  fighting  into  the  inner  court;  when  one  of 
the  soldiers,  perceiving  an  open  door  or  window  of 
an  upper  apartment,  stood  upon  the  shoulders  of  his 
oomrades,  and  threw  a  lighted  firebrand  into  it.    The 
dry  cedar  was  instantly  in  a  blaze.    Shouts  from  the 
one  party,  and  cries  and  shrieks  from  the  other,  rent 
the  air ;  and  were  responded  to  by  the  troops  of 
Simon,  from  the  walls  of  the  upper  city,  with  the 
phrensied  wildness  of  despair.    Titus  ran  down  from 
the  Antonia,  and  would  have  had  the  fire  extin- 
guished ;  but  his  men  were  so  excited  as  to  be  deaf  to 
his  remonstrances,  and,  losing  all  discipline,  they 
msbed  from  every  quarter  to  the  scene  of  action, 
crowding  in  at  the  gate  of  the  inner  coart  in  such 
coofosed  masses,  that  many  fell  and  were  trampled  to 
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death.  Tbe  rage  of  those  who  gained  entrance,  ii 
the  remembrance  of  their  ficqneDt  defeats,  wis  nd- 
conlrollahle.  The  Jews  resisted  with  eqaal  fit; 
und  de^peiation,  howling  and  wailing  as  Ihej'  foa^L 
No  quarter  waa  given  or  looked  for  on  either  tUt. 
•(ohD  with  a  stnalJ  body  of  troops  perfomicd  tt« 
astonishing  feat  of  cutting  his  way  through  tkt 
dense  mass  that  Jammed  up  tbe  entrance,  and  inal- 
iog  good  his  retreat  to  Simon  in  tbe  upper  lews; 
the  remainder  of  his  troops,  perceiving  deliveraiiM 
hopeless,  preferred  death  rather  than  surreodBr,  u' 
fell  b;  the  Roman  sword.  A  multitude  of  wobkd 
and  unarmed  inhabitants  were  liketrise  cut  to  pietM 
in  the  indiscriminate  siaatEhter,  These,  accordingto 
Tacitus,  had  been  led  by  ilieir  prophetical  books  U 
helievc,  that  in  the  very  crisis  of  the  siege  their  Me*- 
slab  would  appear  and  deliver  tbem ;  and  bating 
assembled  in  the  temple,  at  the  insti^alion  of  a  fUw 
prophet,  to  witness  a  miraculons  interference,  wen 
surprised  by  llie  Roman  conqneat  of  the  outer  eoivL' 
The  destruction  of  the  temple,  fay  a  ri'marJutbl* 
coincidence,  took  place  on  the  9ih  day  of  the  nonU 
Ab,  the  very  day  on  which  it  bad  been  dMtrojrodtr 
NebachadacEzar,  about  G60  years  before. 

Simon  ant)  John  were  reduced  lo  the  ntnjoil  mUt- 
mities  by  famine;  and  now  that  circumslanoea  kti 
compelled  a  nniun  between  the  chiefs,  their  miditn 
began  to  quarrel,  with  death  staring  them  in  the  fiee, 
about  the  division  of  the  plunder.  Fierce  oootw- 
tiona  arose;  and  as  scorpions,  when  they  find  UMi* 
selves  environed  by  danger,  strike  their  stinga  ialo 
each  other,  and  then  into  themselves,  so  thit  *vf 
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f  pent  brood,  with  as  deadly  a  yenom,  cut  down  their 

.  own  comrades,  and  afterwards,  in  many  instances' 

:  Ml  upon  their  own  swords.    The  remainder,  with 

.  their  leaders,  crept  down  like  living  spectres  into  the 

oftTems  and  dungeons  under  ground,  hoping  to  re- 

.  wnln  concealed  until  an  opportunity  of  flight  should 

.  present  itself;  and  the  Romans,  meeting  with  no  fur- 

.  tlMur  resistance,  finally  took  the  upper  city,  which 

eempleted  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem,  after  a  siege  of 

firar  months'  duration. 

•  It  has  been  competed  on  good  data,  that  one  mil- 

'  Hon  and  one  hundred  thousand  Jews  perished  from 

,  #nt  to  last  in  Jerusalem  during  this  revolt ;    be- 

\  lides  which,  ninety-seven  thousand  captives  were  sold 

into  slavery,  or  sent  to  the  amphitheatres  of  the  dif- 

.  Ibrent  provinces,  to  fight  as  gladiators.^    Great  num- 

hets  also  were  sold  as  slaves  during  the  campaigns  of 

Vespasian ;  and  a  greater  multitude  left  Palestine 

<*«lid  went  into  other  countries  to  avoid  captivity  or 

the  sword.    An  immense  treasure  was  found  collected 

hj  Simon  and  John ;  so  liberal  a  distribution  of  which 

was  made  by  Titus  among  his  troops,  that  gold  fell  in 

Syria  to  one-half  its  value.    In  the  expectation  that 

'  more  might  be  concealed,  Titus  had  the  remains  of 

the  temple  razed  to  the  ground,  and  the  foundations 

dog  up;  thus  literally  not  leaving  one  stone  upon 

1  Basnage,  tome  i.  c.  8 1  Lipsius,  lib.  ii.  c.  2).  It  must  be  borne  in 
siiid  that  oDusoal  maltitades  attended  the  Passover  on  this  occasion 
Cestias,  when  he  was  prefect^  obtained  a  computation,  founded  on  the 
BHBlwr  of  lambs  offered  at  the  Passover,  and  on  which  a  tax  was 
tovied,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  persons  amounted 
to  1,556,000.  Tacitus  states  the  population  of  Jerusalem  at  600,000, 
(Rtot.  T.  13,}  but  he  is  not  speaking:  of  the  season  of  the  Passover,  and 
pant  apparently  have  underrated  it,  in  any  case.  To  the  calculation 
abore-mentioned,  of  those  who  perished  by  the  sword  or  famine  in  the 
kuft  war,  or  were  sold,  must  be  added  the  deserters,  who  were  spared ; 
and  many  who  at  an  early  period  of  the  siege  probably  escaped. 

3  I 
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aaotber,  as  Jesus  Lad  predicted.  (Malt.  i 
the  buildiDga  of  the  city  were  Ijkenise  destroyed,  □ 
ceptiDg  the  towers  of  PhHsaelis,  Maria>iiDe,andBip-  I 
picus,  built  by  Herod,  which  were  left  as  a  tropb; i)f  I 
the  Roman  conquest.     lu  this  utter  destructionof  the  I 
city,  and  removal  of  the  people,  were  furthec  mmltti  I 
tbe  reasons,  why  God  permitted  tetnporary  sucuijei  I 
to  the  Jewish  Rrms,     In  ordinary  cases  of  retolt,  tb 
punishment  would  have  been  only  of  an  ordiiuuycht- 
racter,  and  the  wrath  predicted   by  Messiah  " 
not  in  that  case  liave  been  acconiplisbcd;  bat  then- 
asperation  excited  in  the  Romans  by  tbeir  frequeU 
uhecks  and  defeats,  prompted  them  to   unusual  se 
rities,  by  means  of  which  God  faiaijed  to  the  itrj 
letter  all  that  he  had  foretold. 

Simon  and  John  were  discovered  in  their  n 
Both  were  taken  to  Rome  and  dragged  in  chaias  M 
the  car  of  Titus  on  the  occasion  of  his  triumph ; 
which  the  former  was  conducted  naked  to  the  Fonm, 
with  a  rope  round  his  neck,  being  scourged  as  ke 
went  aloug,  and  there  put  to  death.  John,  who  hid 
surrendered  himself  on  a  promise  of  having  bis  IK' 
spared,  was  condemned  to  be  kepi  iu  chatni,  i 
languished  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  a  dungeoU' 

At  the  same  triumph  of  Titus  tbe  golden  tabi*  of 
shewbread,  the  candlestick  with  seven  brancbea,  tt^ 
censers,  the  silver  trumpets,  and  the  copy  of  the  U* 
were  exhibited  among  tbe  spoils  carried  before  bia; 
and  are  sculptured  on  tbe  arch  called  after  hU  Bia«, 
which  remains  at  Rome  to  the  present  day. 

Thus  a  final  termination  was  pat  to  the  HovBtoal 
dispensation,  about  2600  years  after  it  had  I 
established  in  Sinai. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  DISPERSION  AND  SECOND  CAPTIVITY.      , 

*  [a.d.  73 — 311.]  After  the  destraction  of  Jerosa- 
Imd,  there  yet  remained  important  fortresses  in  the 
feftDds  of  the  Jews,  which  however  speedily  fell  be* 
tere  the  superior  skill  and  tactics  of  the  Romans. 
The  capture  of  Massada,  the  last  of  them,  exhibited 
te  a  striking  manner  the  desperate  character  of  the 
Zealots ;  by  a  party  of  whom,  under  the  command  of 
Sleazar,  a  descendant  of  Juda'ii  the  Gaulonite,  it 
was  garrisoned.  When  the  Romans  had  effected  a 
teeach,  and  waited  only  for  the  morning  to  storm  it, 
fileasar  summoned  his  followers  around  him,  and 
airowing  the  hopeless  state  of  their  affairs,  advised 
tbafc  they  should  destroy  each  other,  and  thus  save 
their  wives  and  children  from  abuse,  and  disappoint 
the  enemy  of  his  prey.  The  proposal  was  readily 
aeceded  to ;  and  having  first  eoUected  their  valuables 
in  a  heap  and  set  them  on  fire,  they  next  selected 
ten  persons  by  lot  to  be  the  executioners  of  the  re- 
mainder.    These  resolutely  despatched  their  com- 

2  12 


484  HISTORV    OF    THE    JEWS; 

radei  and  tlieir  raniilies,  and  ooxt  cliose  o 
Itieir  own  number  lo  perform  the  same revoUin;; offin 
on  themselves;  who,  baving  accomplialicd  it,  finillj 
plunged  his  weapon  in  bis  oivd  breast.  Two  i>o- 
men  nevertbeleM  contrived  to  cooccal  themselm, 
with  five  children,  and  were  the  only  persons  wlii» 
the  Romans  found,  on  entering  Ihe  breach,  to  nhlc 
the  horrors  of  that  tragical  nlgbt. 

Palestine  was  now  completely  subdued,  s 
pied  by  Roman  posts;  and  Agrippa,who  tho«  ImIAii 
dominions,  was  content  to  end  his  days  peaceabl), 
hat  with  comparative  obscnrity,  at  Rome, 

UNDER    THE    PAGAN    EHFEBORS, 

The  punishment  of  Judah  was  not  confined  totk 
who  dwelt  in  Palestine:  their  brethren  in  Olbu 
caantries  had  directly  or  indirectly  participated  ii 
the  nation's  guilt,  and  were  consequently  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  natiou's  doom.  Already  had  thtinlil' 
hitants  of  various  cities  round  about,  encouiagedby 
the  example  uf  the  Romans,  oppressed  thena  in  dit 
ferent  ways.  In  Nearda.  in  Mesopotac 
Caligula's  reign,  they  suffered  a  great  n 
(ieleucia  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  conspired  againU 
them,  as  a  conimoa  enemy  j  and  falling  upon  IbiD 
by  surprise,  slew  fifty  thousand.  In  Alcxandlia,  At 
city  in  which  for  three  cenluries  tbcy  had  ci^ojcd 
repose,  about  the  same  number  were  slaughieied,  in 
the  year  that  Ccstius  was  defeated ;  and  their  lemph 
in  that  city  was  soon  after  deslrojcd.  In  the  nnt 
year  the  Jews  of  Bamasous  were  decoyed  ioto  * 
snare  and  cut  to  pieces.  At  Scytbopolis  the  Syriani. 
haying  Hrst  obtained   their   assistance   agniost  ibc 
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^AreekSy  next  rewarded  their  services  by  patting  thir- 

]^|lto  thoQsand  of  them  to  death. 

' 'i/Sech  massacres  now  became  common,  wheresoever 


was  a  Jewish  colony  within  the  same  walls 

wMk  Greeks  or  Syrians.  To  the  credit  indeed  of 
Jlstioch  and  some  few  other  cities,  the  majority  of 
Jtm  inhabitants  discountenanced  the  disposition  of 
Ae  more  lawless  to  molest  the  Jews ;  probably  owing 
Jflb.' the  inflaence  of  the  numeroos  Christians  now 
Jfimamg  them.  Nevertheless,  the  conduct  of  the  Jews 
jitlength  incited  the  Antiochians  to  send  a  deputation 
Hi TituSy  entreating  his  permission  to  expel  them  from 
4wir  walls;  bat  the  following  touching  refusal  was 
Helarned :  *'  The  country  of  the  Jews  is  laid  waste:  they 
■'§g9e  no  home  to  which  they  can  withdraw:  let  them 
fdmutr 

jfiiAlMat  forty  years  later,  toward  the  end  of  Trajan's 
irign,  the  feud  between  the  Jews  and  Greeks  burst 
Mt  afresh,  and  produced  serious  consequences  to 
Ifcotli  parties.^  Egypt  was  the  first  scene  of  the  dis- 
tarbances,  where  the  Jews,  headed  by  one  Andrew, 
9Vere  in  the  first  instance  successful.  But  the  Greeks, 
iptiring  upon  Alexandria,  obtained  complete  mastery 
(if  that  city,  and  again  deluged  the  streets  thereof 
aritb  Jewish  blood. 

•^ '.  Infoiiated  at  the  news  of  this  massacre,  the  Jews 
mi  Cyrene  next  took  up  arms,  under  one  Luke,  or 
r,'  and,  penetrating  to  Thebais,  slaughtered  all 


'  S  Hie  orig^  of  this  revolt  is  not  manifest ;  but  it  is  not  improbable 
:  tlie  oonduet  of  Tl^an  towards  the  Jews  at  Rome  might  have 
I  re-kiodled  the  irritation  of  that  people  generally.  They  are  said 
offended  his  empress  by  celebrating  one  of  their  festivals, 
;  the  rest  of  the  city  was  mourning  the  loss  of  her  infant  daugh- 
ter} on  which  Trajan,  at  her  instigation,  caused  than  to  be  sor- 
ffMHMlcA  in  their  quarters,  and  a  terrible  punishment  to  bp  inflicted. 

3  Eusebius,  lib.  iv.  cap.  S. 
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wtiD  (lame  in  tlieir  way,  lo  Uie  amount  of  twoIiiiSS 
and  twenty  thousand  persons.  Encouraged  li.»  Uiii 
^access,  the  Jews  of  Cyprus  next  rose  upon  tlie  in 
bitanis  of  that  island,  and  slew  two  hundred  iftd 
forty  thousand.'  The  Jews  were  now  led  ti 
that  the  time  was  actaally  arriver)  spoken  of  hf^li 
prupbels,  when  they  were  to  go  forth  and  tread  dwo 
their  enemies  throaghout  the  world.  Tlie  distindioi) 
>iotwcen  Zealots  and  Moderates,  whioh  up  to  lliis 
perioil  had  alill  existed,  now  eatirely  disappeufd: 
all  were  animated  by  the  same  spirit  of  rulLlcH  fmy 
IlcisBt  agaiust  the  Gootilos ;  and  a  general  ttioll 
throughODt  the  East  cnsaed.  For  si 
had  been  silently  creeping  into  Palestine :  Ihc;  H* 
poured  into  it  from  all  quarters,  rebnilt  there 
towns  and  villages,  and  attacked  those  places  AM- 
pied  by  the  enemy.  The  Romans  were  sotalieiilV 
Hurpriac.  that  ihey  had  no  troops  at  Land  ti 
torrent  of  immigration  ;  and  the  death  of  Trsj»Bil 
this  crisis  aObrded  a  further  season  of  impanit^liri 
'if  preparation  lo  the  revolters. 

At  this  juncture  arose  another  of  those  impwloc 
who  had  so  repeatedly  proved  a  snare  to  this  Briii>t 
people.  He  was  a  bandit,  who  having  acqaind  ■ 
irick  of  holding  lighted  tow  in  his  mouth  inspch* 
manner  as  to  emit  flame  and  sparks,  was  immediairi; 
concluded  to  be  a  Messiah  ;  and  being  brongbt  itil° 
the  presence  of  Rabbi  Akiba,^  the  most  emineni  ft 
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eniah  tcacliers  of  tliat  day,  he  was  by  him  de- 
clared to  be  tbe  slar  foretold  by  Balaam,  who  was  to 
arise  oqI  of  Jncob  aod  to  have  duniinion.  Nut  to 
believe  on  him  was  now  regarded  as  a  sio  :  tbe  entire 
multilode  was  swayed  by  the  authority  of  the  rabbi; 
tbe  impostor,  now  sornamed  Bay-Choi:kah,(SoH  of  the 
Star,)  was  crowned  king  at  Bither;  and  speedily 
fonnd  faimseirat  ihe  head  of  an  army  of  200,000  men, 
having  50  castles  and  985  towns  and  large  villages  in 
their  possession,  including  tbe  ruins  of  Jerusalem, 
wbiob  they  prepared  to  rebuild. 

The  decrees  of  Hadrian,  who  had  succeeded  Trajan, 
and  who  aimed  at  the  extermination  of  Jodaism  itself, 
served  to  conlirni  the  Jews  more  determinedly  in  theit 
revolt!  but  they  were  unable  to  resist  bis  arms,  and 
their  dream  of  glory  was  therefore  quickly  dissi- 
pated. According  to  Dion,  the  Romans  were  often 
defeated,  and  lost  the  flower  of  their  army  j  hut  the 
Jews  were  nevertheless  expelled  from  Cyprus,  on 
which  island  none  of  their  race  were  ever  afterwards 
permitted  to  set  foot ;  in  Cyrene  and  Egypt  they  fell 
before  Martins  Tnrbo; — and  Palestine  was  gradually 
T«duced  by  Julins  Severus.  The  venerable  rabbi 
Akiba,  now  in  his  hundred  and  twentieth  year,  was 
amoDg  the  lirst  taken,  and  by  the  barbarous  orders  of 
Hadrian  had  his  flesh  torn  from  his  body  with  an 
iron  comb.  Barchoubab  fell  among  tbe  last,  at  the 
siege  of  Bither,  Ihe  surrender  of  which  fortress  ter- 
minated tbe  war.'  No  less  than  580,000  Jews  per- 
ished by  the  sword  during  this  revolt,  besides  niulti' 
tades  by  famine,  disease,  and  other  calamities,  forming 
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writers,  of  700, 
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Hadrian  next  took  measures  to  destroy  as  mncli^ 
possible  Ilie  fond  attacliDoeat  of  ilie  Jews  to  Ilie  mil 
of  Zion,  aDd  more  especiallj'  lo  particular  spots  leo- 
dered  sacred  by  lite  recollections  of  former  time), 
The  aDcieDt  monuments  were  pulled  down  noil  ihc 
ruins  earled  away:  with  the  stooes  of  the  temples 
theatre  was  erected,  aud  a  new  temple  dedicated  ID 
Jupiter  built  on  the  old  site;  a  ploughshare  wo 
drawn  over  the  consecrated  ground,  as  a  si^u  of  per- 
petual intcrdietioD  ;  nnd  a  new  city,  called  jElia,  aro9« 
on  it,  over  the  gates  of  wliicli,  in  order  lo  repel  lite 
entrance  of  a  Jew,  was  sculptured  the  image  of  > 
swine.'  The  rest  of  Judea  became  a  desolate  wi  I  del' 
ness ;  the  land  was  permitted  lo  ^o  out  of  CQlltvalieDi 
beasis  of  prey  took  up  their  abode  in  the  rained 
cities  and  villages,  and  all  bore  melaneboly  IracMOf 
"  The  Dksolator."  (Heb.  of  Dan.  ix.  26,  27.) 

The  tolerance  and  leniency  of  AntoolDus  Pioi. 
who  succeeded  lo  the  imperial  throne  after  Hadrian, 
leaded  lo  assuage  in  some  measure  Ihc  ferocity  of 
the  Jews,  and  to  induce  them  (□  settle  down  cjaiell; 


Id  CypruB  ultnEttber 


niSPRJISION    AND    CAPTiVITY.  189    I 

for  a  while.  Tbongh  still  excluded  from  Mount 
Zion,  they  were  peimitted  to  occupy  Tilierian,  Naza- 
reth, Capernaum  and  Scpphoris;  their  celebrated 
MChools  at  Jamnin  act!  Tiberias,  which  had  been 
closed  b;  Badrian,  were  re-opeucd  ;  and  at  the  latter 
city  their  chief  rahbi,  wiib  the  title  of  Patriitrck, 
fixed  his  residence.  Free  liberty  of  exercisinj;  their 
own  worship  was  granted,  with  the  single  restraint 
■hat  they  should  not  to  aUempt  to  proselyte  others. 
Tbey  were  allowed  a  council  for  the  regulation  of 
tbeit  own  religious  affairs  ;  and  their  patriarch  was 
pennitted  lo  receive  tribute,  and  to  appoint  to  all 
offices  which  solely  re.spected  themselves. 

The  Jews  of  the  Mesopotamian  provinces  were  dif- 
ferently c ire II instanced  ;  fur  those  coantrifs  having 
been  left  unsubdued  by  Trajan,  and  afterwards  aban- 
doned by  Hadrian,  the  Jews  resident  therein  neie 
chiefly  ouder  the  power  ofthe  Persians.  They  never- 
theless came,  like  the  Jews  of  the  west,  under  the 
anthorily  of  oneindividnal,  who  was  called  the  AcicA- 
Gltitha,QT  prince  of  the  captivity  j  whereby,  within 
about  half  a  century  from  the  war  with  Hadrian,  the 
entire  of  the  Jews  formed  two  distitict  and  regular 
communities,  each  under  their  respective  head.'  The 
eBAtern  Jdws  had  likewise  eminent  schools  at  Na- 


FBtriuch  ofTibcriKi  in  aplonilor.    Heieslded  in  a  niKKUUlcenl  palue, 


I 


Iwdhtocop-bfuonind 

«M,  uxi  v-M  dompliine 

Wll 

wttb  nlatblc  |irE>eniii 

b] 

■Jl  wb 

whtn 

Sh^, 

in  cloEl 

B<dd.aRrea>rd>favct 

btforahlm.ui 

bine 

did 

banacmiiul  tell  into  h 

t  froir 

■D  alTccUtldn  o 

bumUIDr, 

pnmptedpcrhapabra 

nd  dltci 

<Uon, 

.e  refuwd  the 

biriot  unt 

(brhlB    ODtfaciWOCCl 

Ion 

■  bylli 

nil  lt( 

■laUiirtlaicicanleDti! 

mKl/  wiUi  > 

IWeli  Mciuiion 

F   THE   jews: 
hardea,  Sara  and  Poirbeditlia ;  ont  of  wbieli  ftr 
order  of  rabbiDS  called  Gaonim,  or  Illaitriinis. 


ESTABLISHMENT  OF   CHUISTIANITY. 

[a.d.312— 379.]— From ihe  reign  of  Artonina*Piii! 
down  to  that  ofConGtantiae  tbc  Great  the  Jews  had 
suffered  bat  little  oioJeslalioa  from  tbc  Romans,  ind 
were  some  time  objects  of  favour  with  the  emperoi.' 
They  could  not  indeed  suppress  Uieir  hatred  of  the 
Christians,  which  was  not  unlVeqaentlr  maDifeilni 
hy  outrages  and  tumults;  but  such  ebullitioniwere 
now  agreeable  to  the  Pagans,  who  had  theoMelm 
become  persecutors  of  the  despised  NaKareoc).' 
The  non  version,  however,  of  ibe  emperor  Cons laDtint, 
and  the  establishment  of  Christianity  as  the  religiox 
of  the  empire,  necessarily  altered  greatly  the  mI»- 
live  positions  of  both  parties.  On  the  one  hud, 
the  Jews  had  no  longer  the  opportunity  of  proCDria^ 
the  punishment  of  Christians,  by  aocosing  tbcm,0i1 
the  score  of  their  religion,  liefore  the  Roman  Iriba- 
nals;  on  the  other  hand,  the  emperor  issued  a  deorec, 
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probibiting  Jews  Trom  possesaing  Cbristian  sluvea, 
whom  ihey  ofien  had  abused  hy  forcible  circtitucision. 

The  hoslilil;  of  the  Jews  against  the  Chrislians 
was  far  rrom  being  mitigated  bj  this  change,  In- 
stead of  rejoicing  at  the  prospect  of  the  speedy  abo- 
lition of  idolatry,  they  regarded  the  triumph  of  Chris- 
tianity  over  Paganism  with  mingled  emotiona  of  envy 
and  of  anger;  and  they  looked  rootid  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  still  gratifying  their  hatred  ; — a  hatred  not 
aa  yet  provoked  by  any  injuries  indicted  on  them  by 
the  Christians.  In  the  east  they  still  sncceeded  in 
Inflaming  the  Magi  against  them ;  nhilst  the  rise  of 
the  Arian  heresy  speedily  afforded  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  indulging  their  rancour  within  the  Roman 
territories.  When  the  Arians  proceeded  to  persecute 
Ibe  Trinitarians,  Ibo  Jews  of  Alexandria  aided  the 
former  and  their  heathen  allies;  and  an  unseemly 
iwmbinatioD  of  Jew,  Pagan,  and  Heretii 
fiesscd  against  Christ.  According  to  Atbanasius,  on' 
this  occasion  til  ey  burned  churches,  violated  con  set 
crated  virgins,  and  were  guilty  uf  other  excesses. 

The  accession  of  Julian  to  the  imperial  throne, 
was,  from  his  well-known  enmity  against  Christianily, 
bailed  by  the  Jews  with  delight.  Principle  was 
again  lost  sight  of  in  the  mists  of  passion  ;  and  they 
oared  nol  to  see  idolatry  rc-eslabliahed,  so  that  they 
might  but  behold  their  haled  rival  humbled  at  the 
same  time.  Julian  exceeded  their  anticipations:  it 
was  Bgreeahle  both  to  his  inclinalion  and  his  policy 
to  encourage  those  who  were  determined  adversaries 
of  the  religion  be  abhorred;  and  he  therefore  imme- 
diately rescinded  the  decrees  of  Constantine  against 
them,  relieved  them  from  several  ta\es,  and  fmally 
resolved  not  only  to  remove  the  ban,  which  bad  so 
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long  encludcd  Ihem  from  Jerosalein,  boliaR 
■he  tfitiple  on  Monnt  Moriah,  aod  to  eslablifh  tbl 
Jewith  Worship  in  its  ancient  splendor. 

The  Jews  now  declared  Julian  to  be  their  MtniiA, 
and  came  forward  to  the  work  of  rebuiidlng  wiib  Ua 
utmost  cnthasiasm.  Tbeir  fead;  otTerings  titd  n 
extent  aad  costliness  with  Ihoae  of  the  first  ((iiftc. 
Men  and  women  of  chief  Dole  amons  them  deeiwi 
it  tlic  bigbest  distinction  to  pertbrm  the  most  m 
iind  laborioDi  ollices.  Manyof  ibe  tools  tbe;  nraughi 
with  were  of  ^nld  and  silver,  some  of  them  set  "iti 
jewels,  and  destined  to  be  afterwards  laid  op  u 
consecrated  implements.  Those  who  were  uuMi 
to  lead  a  helpinc  band,  through  age  or  infirriutj. 
nevertheless  flocked  in  miiltitndea  to  Palcsline,  li 
Ijo  spectators  of  the  work.  The  Christians  wetepn- 
venied,  both  hj  the  jealous;  of  the  Jews  and  Uic 
officers  of  Julian,  from  approaching  near  to  Ihesaored 
precincts;  and  awaited  at  a  distance  the  result  •iUi 
breathless  interest.  He  whom  they  worshipped  u 
God  had  predicted  the  continued  desolation  af  Ibe 
Jewish  temple,  until  the  nation  should  acknowiedp 
him  as  Messiah;  and  ibe  truth  and  the  relig: 
Jesus  appeared  to  be  suspended  on  the  issue. 
Jews  looked  forward  with  the  coDlidence  of 
who  saw  the  powers  of  this  world  enlisted  on  theit 
side:  the  Christians  had  nolhiog-  to  hope  for  bat 
divine  ioterpositioD.  The  work  proceeded  ;  IbebniH- 
ings  previously  erected  on  the  holy  i 
moved,  the  ground  cleared,  and  the  new  foundations  ' 
laid  ;  when,  saddenly.  llie  nionat  trembled  ;  baUl  tf 
lire  burst  from  the  foondalions  with  a  trenendtW 
explosion,  accompanied  by  a  violent  wliirlwiod]  Ikf 
workmen  lied  in  consiernalion  ;  all  that  Has  acM»- 
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plisbed  wasOTerthrown ;  and  (he  design,  ilius  signally 
ialerriipted,  was  linall;  prevented,  by  Ibe  premature 
death  of  Julian,  in  the  second  j'ear  of  bis  reign,' 

Jovian,  tliB  successor   of  Jnlian,  imniediatel;  r 
versed  Ibe  decrees  of  his  predecessor,  and  reduci 
the  Jews  to  their  previous  condition.    In  suhsequent  I 
rejgna  their  circumslances  fluctnated  according  to  1 
Ihe  disposition  of  the  emperor:  by  one  they  were 
restricted  from  building  synagogues ;    by   another 
those  already  built  were  closed:  one  while  an  ultra 
liberality  prompted  some  to  baild  bouses  of  worship  . 
for  them;    at  anotlier  time  a  zeal  of  Christianity^ 
eqaally  in  the   extreme,  set  their  synagogaea  oi 
or  destroyed  them.' 

Dnrin^he  long  reign  nfTheodosias  II,  Christianity 
became  more  firmly  established;  but  the  Jews  still 
Tcntured  to  shew  thetrdislike  to  it  by  insults,  though 
tliey  dared  not  proceed  to  acts  of  violenoe.  They 
evraed  "the  Galileans"  in  their  synagogues,  and 
blasphemed  the  name  of  Jesus  in  the  public  streets. 
But  the  feast  of  Purim  was  the  opportunity  which 
Ihey  chielly  availed  themselves  of  far  indulging  their 
malignity.    They  had  previously  been  accnstomed  to 
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dress  up  a  llgute,  wbich  they  called  Uainaii, 
suspend  him  od  a  gibbet  in  Ihe  synagogue:  tlicjr 
now  proceeded  to  affix  this  ^Bigy  to  a  crOM  in  iht 
open  street,  and  with  significant  demonstraliow, 
that  they  identified  Hanian  nith  Jesus,  ilicy  helped 
upon  it  every  possible  mark  of  ignominy  and  ileri- 
sion.  This  led  to  serlons  tnmults  in  varions  plaeei. 
not  unfrequently  terminating  in  bloodshed  and  ttt 
destruction  of  tlieir  synagogues  i  to  prevent  which 
Tbcodosius  at  length  prohibited  the  public  sotem- 
nizalion  of  the  festival.' 


IBRUPTION    OF.  THE    BARBARIANS. 

[a.d.  379— -52C.]— During  llie  sovereignty  of  Tbeo- 
dosius  and  his  associate  Gratian,  the  Roman  govera- 
ment  and  territory  were  by  him  divided  into  tbe 
eastern  and  western  empires ;  and  about  the  sane 
period  commenced  those  irruptions  of  the  Goths  and 
Hans,  followed  by  the  inroads  of  other  barbariu 
tribes,  which  led  to  the  extinclioo  of  the  westen 
empire  with  Auguslulus,  a.d.  476. 

During  the  disorders  which  ensued,  in  tbe  prognw 
of  these  events,  the  anlhority  of  the  Chrialians  om 
the  Jews  was  greatly  weakened.  In  some  instanoet 
both  parties  were  involved  in  the  same   disasters; 

I  There  were  oat  tndecd  -wanting  InatBDceB  of  slatem  do  tba  put 
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liat  more  commonly,  by  their  readiness  for  transit, 
the  Jews  were  enabled  to  avoid  the  storm,  and  after- 
wards to  approach  their  barbarian  invaders  as  friends. 
fhey  followed  their  camp  and  traflScked  with  them 
fmr  the  spoil,  and  more  especially  for  the  captives ; 
whereby  they  again  became  possessed  of  the  persons 
of  Christians,  whom  they  often  treated  with  great 
Igrranny.  Sometimes  they  actually  took  ap  arms, 
and  joined  with  the  barbarians  in  their  attacks  npon 
tbe  Christians,  or  helped  to  defend  those  places 
already  captured.^ 

RISE  OF  POPERY. 

[a.d.  527— 622.]— -When  Jastinian  came  to  the 
purple,  the  spirit  of  snperstition  and  intolerance, 
which  bad  been  gradually  developing  itself  in  the 
Christian  church,  began  to  assume  that  determined 
eharaeter  and  form,  commonly  denominated  Popery, 
and  to  exercise  a  powerful  influence  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Jews.  Their  position  with  their  hea- 
then allies  had  been  precarious ;  and  they  were  not 
onfrequently  despoiled  and  oppressed  by  them :  but 
when  the  barbarian  conquerors  themselves  yielded 
to  the  religion  of  those  whom  they  had  vanquished, 
and  infused  at  the  same  time  into  their  Christianity 
no  small  degree  of  ignorance  and  ferocity,  the  Jews 
began  to  discover  that  they  had  been  abetting  those 
who  were  likely  to  become  the  most  tyrannical  of  all 
their  oppressors. 

Previous  to  the  time  of  Justinian,  the  Jews  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  have  been  persecuted  by  the  Chris- 

>  Gibbon,  Dedine  and  Fall  of  Homan  Empire,  vol.  vii.  p.  319. 
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liBDii,  beyond  that  retaliation,  or  tliotc 
measures,  which  had  been  continually  provoked  bi 
their  own  insolence  and  malice.  The  ocrsiioial 
destruction  of  their  synagogues  appear  to  have  bwi 
tbe  only  acts  of  wilful  aggression  on  the  part  of  tbc 
Christians:  and  these  were  directed  not  so  nneli 
aga.itist  the  persons  as  the  reti^non  of  thi-  Je«i> 
Nor  does  it  seem  to  have  been  other  than  n  measuin 
of  reflsonable  prutcctiun  of  his  subjects,  that  Josll- 
nian  should  publish  edicts  emancipating'  those  Cbrii- 
liana  who  were  the  staves  of  Jews,  and  prohibitiif 
llie  Jews  from  possessing  such  property  for  the  dmt 
to  come.'  But  Jastinian  soon  went  beynnd  this,  dm) 
disqualihed  them  from  holding  military  and  cint 
offices  in  the  state  i  and  greatly  circurascribed  tbeir 
privileges  in  olhur  respects. 

The  Jews  now  looked  toward  the  east,  in  the  hope 
thai  some  opportunity  might  present  itself  of  siiil 
obtaining  Iheir  political  restoration,  by  means  or  ibe 
despots  of  those  countries.  In  this  expeclalion  tblj 
offered  their  assistance  to  Cliosrucs  I.  of  Persia,  pra- 
vided  he  would  attacli  Jerusalem  ;  but  the  fact  baaf 
discovered,  Justinian  inOlcted  on  them  b  Be*en 
punishment. 

The  Samaritans  were  lilcewise  severely  handM 
by  Justinian  ;  and  may  here  be  finally  noticed,  lo 
the  time  of  Hadrian,  when  the  impostor  BarchoohcfiM 
atose,  the  Jews,  for  the  first  time,  courted  IheiraK 
liance  ;  but  their  offers  being  rejected,  the; 
more  exasperated  against    them    ill 
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larifaDS  nevertheleaH.  at  a  later  period,  imbibed 
niuch  of  the  Jewish  zealotry  against  the  Chrislians, 
and  ia  tbe  reign  oF  Zeno  broke  into  their  cbarch  al 
Neapolig,  (tbe  ancient  Sic/iem  and  tbe  moilcrn  iVa- 
phute,)  and  slew  many  whilst  they  were  engaged  in 
divine  worship.  For  tliis  they  were  expelled  from  that 
city;  bat  afterwards  permitted  to  settle  there  again. 
In  the  present  instance  they  were  incited  to  revolt 
by  a  false  Messiah  named  Julian,  who  every  where 
attacked  the  Christians,  and  burned  their  churches. 
They  were  defeated  however  by  tbe  troops  of  Justj- 
nisn  with  a  loss  of  30,000  in  killed ;  an  eqani  nu 
ber  was  sold  into  slavery ;  and  the  ^nbsequent  severe 
enactments  of  the  emperor  induced  the  remainder  for 
the  most  part  to  become  Christians.  For  he  prohib- 
ited Ihem,  as  Samaritans,  from  inheriting  and  from 
befjaeathing  property ;  their  testimony  was  rejected. 
not  only  against  Christians,  but  even  against  Jews i 
SBd  their  synagogues  were  every  where  destroyed.' 
Tlim  was  this  people,  who  from  the  first  were  never 
independent,  new  almost  annihilated.  In  later  ages 
Ihey  were  supposed  altogether  to  have  disappeared  ; 
bat  ft  amall  community  of  them  has  nevertheless  been 
iliaoovered  still  to  esist.  collected  together  again  at 
KaploDsc.' 
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froin  the  holy  city,  lie  revived  the  decree  of  Hadrian, 
which  prohibited  their  approach  within  three  miles. 


RISE  OF  MAHOMETANISM. 

[a.d.  629—814.]— The  rise,  or  rather  the  barst  forth, 
of  Mahometanism,  in  the  year  629,  as  it  greatly  af- 
fected the  religious  circumstances  of  half  the  world, 
o6ald  not  fail  also  to  exercise  a  considerable  influ- 
ence apon  the  Jews. 

Whilst  the  Romans  and  the  Persians  were  con- 
tending for  the  mastery,  this  *'  king  of  fierce  counte- 
aaoce  **  was  quietly  growing  up  in  Arabia  Felix.^  In 
a  district  of  it  called  Homerites  the  Jews  had  a  set- 
tlement, in  which  they  still  enjoyed  a  comparative 
independence.  Cut  off  by  a  dreary  intervening  de- 
eert  from  Palestine  and  the  Greek  and  Roman  settle- 
nients ;  flanked  by  inaccessible  fastnesses  and  by  the 
Red  Sea ;  they  were  unknown  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 
and  had  here  several  strong  castles  and  a  prince  over 
them*  But  the  wrath  of  God  pursued  them  even  into 
tiiis  their  hiding-place,  and  they  were  the  first  to 
soffer  from  Mahometan  fanaticism.  The  early  disci- 
|ilefl  of  the  false  prophet  seem  to  have  expected,  from 
the  foundation  of  patriarchal  history  embodied  in  the 
Koran,  that  the  Jews  would  have  welcomed  Mahomet; 
and  they  were  therefore  so  much  the  more  exasper- 
ated, when  the  Messiahship  of  their  leader  was  de- 
nied, because  he  was  not  a  Jew.  They  consequently 
determined  to  purify  their  own  country  first  from  the 
defiling  contact  of  a  contrary  faith ;  and  attacking 

1  Mahomet  was  bom  in  a.d.  569,  preached  at  Mecca  a.d.  609,  was 
declared  piiDce  of  Medina  a.d.  622,  and  commenced  the  conquest  cf 
AraMa  a.d.  6S9. 
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•,   .1 -u   4.  r-«r.i  ■:  u«;  >l>irk  and  speedily  retaroed 

h    .•   :..  r  le  ¥  iLLSS;fr» ::  "vrfak  a  terrible  Tengeance 

:■  jui  iat*s    >ciLi  W3J  coaqaered  ;  after  which 

..  *^  »-*r;  n:c  :c_t  ;r::;cted  by  the  MafaometaDS 

■■;     ^  »  ;.^:i."ti.  Uii  ;i:;:jivi  in  that  coantry  a  golden 

\  « *i^^:iLi'i<s;  ifprticcsion,  that  they  migiit 
;:j^'«-c  U"J  :«■:  jc  u-fir  !i*w  patrons  to  all  places  where 
.it.'v  ¥-;c?  «'ccr»ssei.  caiLsed  those  kingdoms  which 
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Were  not  yet  conquered  by  the  Mahometans  to  relaxl 
in  their  severilies.  Tlie  Jews  were  permitted  t 
joy  a  lucrative  irallic,  they  filled  oflicea  of  digoityi  ' 
and  became  in  several  inatHDces  the  confidential  ' 
agents  of  princes.'  To  this  advancement  the  superior 
learning  and  intelligence  of  the  Jews  greatly  contri- 
buted; which  formed  during  tins  period  n  striking 
contrast  lo  the  increasing  neglectofeducatioii  on  the 
part  of  the  Christians.'  They  Jikewiae  rendered 
themselves  acceptable  to  the  Greek  emperors,  when 
the  crusade  against  images  arose,  by  joining  with  the 
leontiriaiti ;— a  comliinatton  on  the  part  of  the  Jews, 
which,  Ihongh  prompted  by  tlie  same  hostility  to 
Jesus  that  had  led  them  to  unite  with  Pagans,  Arians, 
Goths,  and  Mussulmen,  had  in  this  instance  the  acci- 
dental  credit  of  being  in  Accordance  with  the  insti- 
tutes of  Moses,  and  directed  against  a  foul  excres- 
cence which  had  grown  up  on  Christianity. 

THE  DARK  AGES. 

The  milder  aspect  which  Popery  and  Mabometan- 

'  A  Jew,  oBmcd  Isaiu;,  wes  Ihc  cabinet  minister  of  Charlemfigne, 
and  «ent  bj  him  t«tceon  conBdenti«l  emboisiei  lo  tbe  Ciliph  Hsroon 
AlrBKkld.  AuDiber,  named  ZedeliJab,  wu  tbe  phrBldui  and  aUviser 
Of  JjoniB  le  Dcboanairc,  Willi  wbom  he  had  Bufflcieot  iDfluence  to  pra- 
Cnn  tb«  altcraUan  ol  marked,  vblch  fell  on  the  Jewlih  ubbBth.  to 
■ome  other  da;. 

I  Nathan,  a  learned  Jew  nf  Cordova  of  the  iilb  ceotory.  1»  "aid  to 
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ism  for  awbile  presented  to  tbe  Jew  might  haie  ki 
Lim  to  mistake  Ibeir  real  genius :  bnt  no  m 
were  tbose  revolutions  completed  wbjcb  finall;  rsUh- 
Ilslied  and  limited  them,  tlian  the  t;leatn  of  saasbine 
which  the  Sews  had  delighted  in  was  oTercast,  nai 
ajres  of  misery  and  woe  sacceeded,'  compared  wilA 
which  all  thai  they  bad  yet  sufTered,  unparalleled  U 
ii  was,  proved  bat  as  "  the  beginnini;  of  BarrDwil'' 
They  had  yet  to  wring  out  and  drink  tbe  dregs  of  tbe 
cu|i  of  trembling  which  the  Lord  bad  pat  into  theit 
hand-  Popery  in  particular  frowned  upon  thm: 
Hliich  is  the  more  remarkable, because  tbe  priDdplei 
«hich  constituted  it  were  the  counterpart  of  lli»l 
rabbinism  which  had  grown  up  in  tbe  Jewish  charch, 
and  were  indeed  derived  from  it  by  tbe  early  Jadi- 
ixing  fathers:  viz.  an  exaltRtian  of  human  tradiliont 
over  the  verities  of  Scripture;  a  saperstitions  raalli- 
plication  of  ceremonies  and  of  the  forms  of  godlintw, 
lo  the  nefclect  of  its  power;  and  an  intolerant  anil 
lanalicat  bigotry,  which  considered  the  expression  oi 
its  hatred  against  those  who  differed  from  it,  ai 
most  decisive  evidence  of  piety  toward  God,  As  op- 
portunity will  olTei  in  the  next  chapter  of  tneinf: 
■he  resemblance  more  closely. 

The  clergy  of  tlie  Romish  church,  now  ignorant, 
.HQpirrstitiaus,  and  bigoted,  bad  throughout  regardcJ 
the  prosperity  of  the  Jews  with  jealousy;  and  IhoK 
princes  who  had  more  decidedly  favoured  them  kad 
not  escaped  the  imputation  of  infidelity.  At  lenglb 
the  representations  and  inHoence  of  the  ecclesiai^ci 

li  then  prevKilnl ,  bol  U 
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prevailed,  and  to  trample  on  the  Jew  came  to  be 
foueralljr  considered  as  an  act  of  merit  in  the  sight  of 
Qod.  They  were  again  disqualified  from  military  and 
oavil  offices ;  and  were  now  not  permitted  to  purchase 
or  rent  land,  to  act  as  stewards  or  bailiffs,  or  in  any 
capacity  which  coald  give  them  the  slightest  autho- 
|ity  over  Christians.  Not  only  was  their  testimony 
against  Christians  refused,  bat  they  were  prohibited 
from  maintaining  suits  at  law  against  them.  In  the 
principal  cities  and  towns  they  were  confined  to  a 
particular  district,  in  which  they  were  commonly 
locked  up  at  night;  and  they  were  degraded  by  some 
hadge  or  article  of  dress  to  distinguish  them  from 
other  citizens.*  In  Austria  they  were  forbidden  the  use 
of  the  baths,  and  even  of  the  inns,  resorted  to  by  Chris- 
tians ;  and  Christians  were  interdicted  from  social  in- 
terooarse  with  them.  In  Portugal  the  name  of  Jew 
eame  to  be  so  infamous,  that  the  Christian  who  was 
called  by  it  was  permitted  to  stab  the  offender  with 
impunity.  At  Thoulouse  it  became  a  custom  to  smite 
them  on  the  face  at  Easter.  But  it  remained  for  the 
Germans  to  affix  the  deepest  stigma  on  them,  and  to 
degrade  them  to  the  level  of  cattle,  causing  them  to 
pay  toll  for  passing  through  the  gates  on  their  high- 
ways.' Nor  was  the  dark  spirit  of  superstition  then 
prevailing  satisfied  with  having  thus  rendered  Israel 
a  praverby  a  byword,  a  taunt,  a  repi'oach,    a  curse, 

1  In  France  it  was  a  piece  of  bine  cloth  on  the  firont  and  back  of 
their  garment,  called  the  roueUe ;  in  England  it  was  two  stripes  of 
white  doth  or  of  parchment,  called  eeMeg.  (See  Observations  on  the 
Statutes,  p.  180.)  At  Vienna  it  was  a  pointed  cap ;  and  by  the  orders 
of  Pope  Innocent  III.  all  the  Papal  States  were  obliged  to  adopt  some 
such  mark. 

s  Toll  tables  are  still  to  be  found  in  that  country,  on  which  is  in- 
■crlbed,  "  For  a  horse  3  kreutzers,  a  pig  2  kreutzers,  a  Jew  1  kreutzer," 
&0.  (See  Hirschfleld's  Strictures  on  the  Jews,  p.  88.) 
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as  had  been  Toretotd  of  Ihcm : '  it  was  also  attSSir 


I 

■ 


I  also  pte 

that  llie  heaven  over  their  head  shoald  beoome  u 
brass,  and  the  earth  under  their  Teet  as  iroo;'  sif^oi- 
ijiag  Ibat  the  powers  which  ruled  over  them  and 
the  people  arooDg  wbom  they  sojonrned,  should  be 
rigorous  and  pcrseculing :  and  accordingly  we  M 
them,  in  this  same  period,  bulTuted,  robbed,  despoiltd. 
exiled.  slauKhtered,  both  by  their  goveraors  and  fel- 
low subjects.  But  a  separate  notice  of  their  treaUMnt 
in  the  principal  coatitries  of  Papal  Europe,  liarint 
this  season  of  darkness,  will  best  enable  tlie  reader  u 
understand  their  actual  condition. 

Germany.— In  regard  to  Germany,  it  is  suffiEieat 
to  mention  the  Crasadet,  which,  though  the  cause  ol 
^'reat  sqlforing  to  the  Jews  in  most  c 
especially  so  in  this ;  where  aUo  the  example  was  lir>I 
f^eX  of  making  thetn  an  occasiun  of  persecution  In 
Israel.  For  when,  at  tlie  latter  end  of  the  eleventh 
century,  the  lirst  body  of  crusaders  was  preparing  te 
depart  for  the  Holy  Land,  and  was  asscoibted  neir 
Treves,  it  was  suggested  by  some  of  them  that  ibQ  \ 
were  about  to  leave  as  great  enemies  of  Christ  behiad 
them,  as  any  whom  they  were  likely  to  find  in  PalM' 
tine;  upon  which  they  rushed  to  the  city,  massacred  | 
all  Ihe  Jews  they  could  reach,  and  pillaged  tbtii 
bouses.  Similar  scenes  ensued  at  Meiz.  Cologne, 
Worms,  Spires,  and  in  various  other  towns  oftbr 
Moselle  and  Rhine,  the  Maine  and  Danube.  MRSf 
Jewish  women  on  Iheso  occasions,  in  order  to  ut 
ihcoisclves  from  violation,  fastened  stones  to  their 
bodies  and  plunged  into  the  rivers;  whilst  Jo« 
parents  slew  their  children  to  save  them  f 
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^HIb  and  abuse.  After  this  precedent,  it  became  tlie 
^^■bI  practice, in  ttie  several  crusades  whicb  followed 
^^Rfae  two  succeeding  centiiries,  for  the  narriois,  bc- 
Hwe  tbey  set  out,  to  whet  their  courage  and  prove 
Ifieir  weRpona  upon  Jewish  victims.  Nor  did  this 
persecution  cease  on  tbe  arrival  of  the  crusaders  in 
Palesiioe,  where  Israel  was  constantly  banted  down  ; 
it  being  considered  equally  mcrilorioas  to  kill  a  Jem 
as  a  Saracen.'  4 

In  the  fonrteenlh  centary  a  body  of  fanatics  of  111 
diSerenl  order  passed  ibrongh  tbe  cities  of  Germany, 
inflicting  voluntary  flBgellation  on  themselves  as  an 
atonement  for  the  sins  of  the  country,  from  which 
circumaiance  they  were  called  Flaijellanli.  A  large 
ivacilix  was  borne  before  them,  and  the  btood  whicb 
Sowed  from  iheir  naked  and  lacerated  baclis  alforded 
evidence  that  there  was  no  imposture.  Bat  sapersli- 
tion  again  aimed  its  sbafl  at  the  unpitied  Jew ;  and 
the  wondering  multitude  were  easily  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  their  sins  would  be  still  more  fully  atoned 
for  by  tbe  sacrifice  of  the  enemies  of  Christ.  They 
therefore  again  rose  upon  tbe  Jews,  and  in  the  cities 
of  Silesia,  Poland,  Litbuanin,  Brandenburg,  Bohe- 
mia, and  other  parts  of  Germany,  the  same  tragedies 
were  performed  as  in  the  times  of  the  crusaders. 

Spain. — In  those  parts  of  Spain  possessed  by  the 
Moors,  the  Jews  enjoyed  a  longer  period  of  quiet; 
with  the  exception  of  one  serious  persecution  in  the 
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■of  ifcc  eleventh  centaiy.arisii 

D  altemptJDir  (o  cooTctt  tbeir  Mib<iD» 
dlBpntocton.  TbedLMriplesof  tbe  faliepropbelwrn 
fanMednletj  araasril,  and  in  the  &r£t  paroifini  <il 
tkrii  indiciulioii  tbcy  banned  all  tlie  Jewiah  uubm, 
ploMleitd  Iftecn  hntMlred  of  the  weallhiesi  (unilk*, 
each  rpnf:  Ktlh  Ibc  gfsnilees  in  opiilctice.nndpaitt 
dcWk  anaj  olkcn. 

1b  othn  parts  hirweTer  of  SpaJD  iJiey  were  gii"- 
•■aly  ttpptWMd  Ihrouglioul  tfae  dark  ages;  and  ti 
lb*  |w(ra(ac«*ar  Annsoa  and  Castile,  daring  UieUn- 
Irrnlh  mod  two  folloving  centories,  the;  luffiNd 
dicadral  calamities.  Foot  time*  a  perseoolioD  «u 
niMd  afiinsl  tbetn  atToledo  alone  ;  in  regatdtoaM 
of  wbjcli,  contmenced  b;  the  bishop  and  lenmoOti 
by  Iba  crasaden.  Abarbanel  declares,  ifiat  more  Itn 
<i(9«  dri?en  bj  it  from  Spain  than  left  £gf pi  usda 

Al  lenglb  ID  Un.  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  hstios 
put  a  final  tcrminatioo  to  the  dominion  of  the  Uoon 
is  Spain,  nbose  power  had  been  gradually  ve^enrf 
forMoe  time  previoos,  resolved  also  to  expel  Ite 
Jews;  who  were  all  oidered  to  quit  the  realm  wilU> 
a  Umited  period,  on  pajo  of  death,  unless  thejria^ 
Bi)n«d  to  baptism.  For  the  most  part  tbej  pretaicd 
baBUbmem ;  and  an  immense  mnltitade,  varjiog  U- 
cording  to  diBereot  writers  from  300,000  to  gOOJHO. 
prepared  to  depart.  Tbej  were  not  permitted  tocanj 
niib  ihem  an]'  gold  or  siWer  j  and  ibeir  otbcr  pro- 
peity  was  so  depreciated  bj  Ibe  gint  of  it  IbrowD  into 
the  oiartet,  and  tbe  compolaory  circumstances  of  sale. 
that  a  bouse  was  given  for  a  mule  and  a  vincjard  [di 
a  piece  of  linen.  The  miseries  which  tbeynexlen* 
dared,  in  endeavoaring  (o reach  some  plac«of  refo^- 
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calculated  to  excite  bolb  barror  and  indignatioa, 
when  it  is  considered  that  they  were  inflicted  upon 
tfaem  by  a  niiscRlled  Cbriatianity.  In  some  of  the 
vesseli!  in  which  thej  embarked,  they  were  first  car- 
ried oat  to  sea  and  plundered  of  what  thej  still  pos- 
sessed, and  the  vessels  were  then  scuttled  with  Ihejf 
■nhappy  freight  on  board.  In  others,  after  being 
robbed  in  like  manner,  their  lives  were  spared  only 
for  tbeir  persons  to  be  sold  into  captivity  on  the  op- 
posite shores,  or  to  be  landed  on  a  desert  cnasi  and 
abandoned.  A  large  mnllitude  of  them  olTered  a 
considerable  portion  of  Ibeir  remaining  ellecis  to  Ibe 
king  of  Portnjcal  for  liberty  of  transit  through  his 
I:  it  was  only  turning  from  one  op- 
lOT  to  another;  "as  if,"  according  to  their  pro-  . 
1  man  did  llee  from  a  lion  and  a  bear  met  ' 
The  king  of  Portugal  granted  their  request,  ' 
ibt  under  various  pretences  delayed  the  embarkation 
of  the  first  bands  that  arrived,  ontil  be  bad  the  entire 
naraberof  applicants  within  his  territory;  when  be 
perSdiously  seized  and  oondenined  them  to  slavery, 
unless  they  submitted  to  baptism.  The  children  un- 
der fourteen  years  of  age  were  at  once  separated  from 
Ibeir  parents  and  baptized ;  upon  wblcb  many  Jews, 
on  condition  of  having  tbeir  children  restored  to  them, 
conformed  to  Christianity;  but  others,  preferring 
death,  lirst  slew  their  children  and  then  themselves.' 
Tliose  who  received  baptism  only  deferred  their  fate; 
for  they  were  all  soon  after  set  upon  and  batcbered, 
because  some  of  the  namber  had  been  seen  to  smile 
at  R  pretended  miracle.  Those  who  succeeded  in 
getting  away  from  the  ports  of  Spain,  after  having 
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eadared  unparalleled  crueltiea  from  the  Hoon  d 
Africa,  found  sbeller  at  leogtli  in  Constuitioople, 
wbere,  though  despiaed,  the;  have  ever  since  Imm 
permitleil  to  reside. 

England— A  massacre  of  the  Jews  of  Lonto, 
which  occorrcd  at  Ihc  coronation  of  our  first  Ricbtfd. 
was  considered  by  his  subjects  lo  have  cast  a  Imlie, 
instead  of  an  indelible  stig;nia,  npoii  the  commeaM- 
meat  of  his  reign. >  The  flame  of  this  persecation 
spread  through  the  kingdom,  and  similar  masincm 
ensaed  in  other  places.  In  the  city  of  York,  the  Jevi, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  storm,  tooL  refuge  in  the  oastlc; 
where  a  tragedy  ensned  similar  to  that  which  •!• 
enacted  at  the  taking  of  Massada.  For  the  Jewi, 
having  reason  to  suspect  the  inlegrity  of  the  governor, 
took  advaotage  of  his  lemporary  absence,  and  cloied 
the  gates  of  ihc  castle,  of  which  they  maintained  poi- 
session.  The  populace  rushed  to  attack  them,  hesil- 
ed  hy  one  of  the  residentiary  canons,  who  coniinned 
to  vociferate,"  Destroylhc  enemies  of  Jesus,"  nntil  be 
nas  killed  by  a  stone  from  the  besieged.*  The  pn> 
visions  however  of  the  Jews  failing,  they  came  to  Uu 
resolution  of  destroying  each  other,  with  the  esotp- 
lion  ofa  small  minority  who  were  permitted  to  retire  U 
the  walla.  They  lirstset  fire  to  the  casite,  next  put  lb<It 
wives  and  children  to  death,  and  then  out  the  tbroili 
of  each  other ;  the  rabbi,  who  was  the  last,  resolDtrl) 
destroying  himself.  At  day-break  the  people  behtU 
the  flames  borsting  forth  from  the  casUe,  and,  bailen- 
ing  to  the  walls,  saw  only  the  miserable  remnant  who 
had  feared  to  die,  and  who,  with  uplifted  handi 
offered  to  submit  to  baptism.    The  terms  were  W- 
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1  and  the  gales  nere  opened  ;    but  a  mnltilade 
koo  faith,  and  the  populace  rushing  in,  put  them 
o  the  sword,' 

'■ces,  Iiowever,   of  England   became   more 

lupicaoas  for  extorting  money  from  the  Jews,  than 

B»hedding  theii  blood.     Jolia,  the  successor  of 

l^aid,  at  first  caressed  them,  and  granted  them 

|bi7  privileges;  but  it  was  onlj  to  inveigle  them 

Uto  his  dominions,  for  the  purpose  of  afterwards 

plundering  them.     When  the  time  arrived  for  thron- 

ing  off  the  mask,  he  seized  and  imprisoned  them, 

uonflscated  tbeir  property,  and  put  tbcm  to  tbe  tor- 

.    tare,  to  discover  where  their  properly  was  concealed. 

By  this  treachery  he  is  said  to   bave  acquired  sixty 

thousand  marks, — a  vast  sum  in  those  days,     Henry 

'       III.  afterwards  extorted  from  them  more  than  double 

^   thai  sum;  and  then  sold  them  to  his  brother  Richard, 

'   vrith  full  liberty  to  plunder  titem  as  he  pleased.' 

^        Edward  I.  in  like  manner  played  the  extortioner, 

^     and  then,  having  Impoverished  them  to  the  utmost, 

y      he,  in  the  year  1290,  obtained  the  inglorious  dislino- 

Uon  of  being  the  Hrst  who  expelled  them  altogether 

from  his  dominions.     These,  to  the  number  of  15,000. 

were  lirst  robbed,  by  those  who  conducted  them  to 

lb«  seaports,  of  tbe  pittance  left  them  to  pay  their 

charges,  and  then,  for  the  most  part,  thrown  into  the 

waves  by  the  sailors  and  drowned.' 

France.— The  French   princes  pursued  the  like 

■  A  place  Id  Vork,  caUed  Jcw-barr,  lUU  points  oat  Uic  upot  vherc 
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system  of  plundering  the  Jews.  Philip  AngaiUi 
confiscated  nil  debis  due  to  them,  and  cumpelltd 
them  to  surrender  all  the  pledges  inlo  llic  roj&l  iKt- 
SDry.  At  analher  time  he  surrounded  thciD  )□  tbeit 
sjrnaito^uei  and  deiaioed  ihom,  until  liis  uffiaeribid 
pillaged  their  houses;  arier  which  be  coiiiniuded 
them  instantly  toijuitthe  kingdooi. 

In  the  reigns  of  Louis  VIII.  and  LouU  IX.Uu 
Jews  hftvtni;  returned,  the  same  exaciiuaa  mtit  te- 
pealed :  though  the  circuuistance  that  Ibey  mbM 
hnveany  amount  of  property  tu  be  plundered  of,  tSlti 
having  so  frequently  been  impoverished,  tthcw*  boa 
rapidly,  by  means  of  usury  and  other  practice*,  ikty 
mast  have  been  enabled  lu  aequiro  wetiUb.'  UoI 
the  Jews  also  suffered  other  grievances  in  IhcN 
reigns:  in  the  former  ibey  were  declared  the  pf^ 
perty  of  the  lords  of  the  manors  on  frliich  they  ha|^ 
pened  to  reside;  in  the  latter  they  were  faibidda 
the  process  of  arrest  or  seizure  of  goods  for  debt.* 

But  the  event  most  seriously  affeciit));  lb e  Jem, 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  IX.  was  the  rising  of  the  Pf" 
toreaux,  or  shepherds,  which  occurred  A.D.  13)7.  Ttw 
king  was  at  this  time  made  prisoner  by  tbeSaraceiu; 
and  by  a  perversion  of  the  prophecy  of  Micah  i-i. 
a  monk  led  the  shepherds  lo  believe  that  Ibejr  weir 
lebonowp™,  liail  DKilOt 


mined  iu  thig  rri^  Qol  anr 
nil(tii  klU  a  Jc«  I  CbiH  diraeur  » 
tbs  neil  century  ihe  dercT  o*  !*•■ 
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divinely  appoiole'd  to  deliver  the  hoi;  scpnlcbre  from 
inGdela,  and  to  rescue  tlieir  monarch  from  captivity. 
The;  were  led  on  by  a  priest  with  a  white  croa.s  ;  and 
wheresoever  they  appeared  the  peasantry  forsook 
their  cnstomQry  pursuits  and  joined  them.  But, 
lilie  the  Crusiiders  and  Flagcllanta,  they  also  fell 
upon  the  Jews,  who  were  allowed  no  alternative  bat 
baptism  or  death.  Nor  did  the  persecution  termi- 
nate here.  The  desertion  of  the  Uelds  by  the  rural 
popolation  caused  a  famine  in  the  following  year, 
and  that  a  pestilence;  on  which  rumours  were  cir- 
culated that  the  rivers  and  fountains  had  been  poi- 
soned. Whenever  a  culprit  was  wanted,  on  whom 
to  fix  an  accusation,  the  Jew  was  sure  to  be  selected; 
and  it  was  scarcely  poseiblo  for  excitement  to  exist 
from  any  cause  among  the  people,  but  it  finished  by 
■o  attack  on  this  unhappy  race.'  They  were  there- 
fare  again  assailed  as  the  presumed  authors  of  the 
national  ealamity;  and  in  many  provinces  numbers 
tiere  seiEcd  and  burned. 

Philip  IV,  again  expelled  the  Jews,  having  first 
Betaed  their  goods,  confiscated  their  debts,  and  con- 
rerled  their  synagogues  into  churches.  Louis  X.  on 
account  of  the  state  of  his  exchequer,  permitted  them 
to  return  for  twelve  years,  Charles  VI.  a  third  time 
banished  them  ;  but  under  the  regent  of  the  kingdom, 
in  tbe  time  of  John,  they  negotiated  and  obtained  for 
money  another  term  of  settlement  for  twenly  years ; 
and  were  fmally  exiled  for  a  considerable  period 
under  Charles  IV.  though   he  whs  moderate  enough 
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to  permit  them  first  to  get  in  iheir  debts,  and  dispOK 
of  their  property. 

The  remarkable  circumslaace  is,  Ilial  iLe  Jent 
shonid  deaire  to  re-enter  kingdoms  at  all,  in  nliic^ 
tliey  had  experienced  so  mach  perfidy  and  perswa- 
tion:  fant,  alaa,  poor  Jew  !  whither  was  be  to  betake 
him!  All  other  kingdoms  were  now  become &siiihoa- 
pitably  barred  against  him!  The  time  wu  came 
when,  according-  lo  their  prophets,  "all  that  foand 
them  devoured  them,  and  said.  We  oflend  DdI,  be- 
cause thcj  have  sioDcd  against  the  Lord,  the  habita- 
tion of  JQStice,— even  the  Lord,  the  hope  of  their 
fathers."  (Jer.  i.  7.) 

Eastern  CoiiNTBics.—Theeast  bad  becoDtee<)Ukll} 
closed  against  them.  The  causes  of  their  being  nor 
persecuted  by  the  Mahommedan  powers  are  not  m 
obvious ;  hot  the  fact  itself  is  beyond  dispate.  Some 
attribute  it  to  their  having  frequenti;  intermeddlci] 
wilh  the  political  struggles  of  those  powers ;  othert 
to  the  excitement  so  frequently  created  by  their  falie 
prophets  and  Messiahs.  For  both  these  inferiiinei 
there  is  a  foundation  ;>  aod  they  were  andoubtedl] 
among  those  second  causes  permitted  of  God,  in 
order    to    accomplish    his   wrath    upon    the    entire 
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The  reader  may  be  spared,  after  having  had  so 
mnch  of  massacre  and  pillage  brought  before  him,  a 
particular  recital  of  all  the  instances  in  which  the 
Jews  of  the  East  suffered  like  calamities.  Let  it  suf- 
Sce,  that  after  having  endured  various  afflictions  in 
those  parts,  they  were,  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  cen- 
taries,  visited  by  the  caliphs  with  a  persecution,  which 
teituinated  with  the  final  suppression  of  their  schools, 
BBd  the  public  execution  of  their  Resch  Glutha  or 
prioee  of  the  captivity.  Since  this  period  they  have 
been  treated  with  great  tyranny  and  caprice  in  all 
the  Mahommedan  states.  The  sultan  Mot^vakel  had 
iadeed  forbidden  them  to  wear  certain  articles  of  ap- 
parel of  the  same  material  as  '*  the  faithful,''  and  fur- 
ther degraded  them  by  a  distinctive  badge,  before  the 
Christians  proceeded  to  do  so ;  and  his  example  was 
followed  in  other  countries.* 

lo  addition  to  their  treatment  by  Mahommedans 
and  Papists,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Benjamin  of 
Tadela  likewise  found  the  Jews  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury greatly  reduced  by  persecution  in  the  dominions 
of  the  Greek  emperors,  where  they  were  still  op- 
pressed and  insulted.'  Some  page  indeed  of  the  his- 
tory of  almost  every  nation  is  stained  with  Jewish 
blood. 

In  this  manner  h^s  it  pleased  Him,  who  is  never- 
theless the  God  and  Father  of  Israel,  to  bumble  his 

*  The  Sultan's  decree  was  in  a.d.  847.  In  Constantinople  the  badge 
la  a  blae  slipper ;  in  the  empire  of  Morocco  it  is  a  black  slipper. 

3  Tlie  /cinerarium  of  Benjamin  is  but  little  to  be  depended  on,  when 
he  describes  places  which  he  never  visited,  and  events  which  be 
l^eaned  only  from  the  report  of  others :  for  he  appears  to  have  been 
erednloqs,  in  regard  to  all  that  was  related  to  him,  however  absurd. 
There  is  no  ground  however  for  mistrusting  him  when  he  relates  what 
he  actually  saw  and  investigated  himself. 

2  L 
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people  in  the  sight  of  the  Gentile  world,  by  a  series 
of  judgments  unparalleled  for  their  severity  and  long 
continaance.  They  have  at  length  been  brought  to 
that  pass,  that  they  truly  **  haye  no  power  to  stand 
against  their  enemies ;  but  pine  away  in  the  iniqaity 
of  their  fathers  and  in  their  own  iniquity  in  their 
enemies*  lands:"*  and  they  haye  exhibited  most 
exactly  that  picture  of  political  prostration  described 
by  Isaiah  in  the  latter  part  of  the  following  passage: 
**  Behold,  I  haye  taken  out  of  thine  band  the  cap  of 
trembling,  even  the  dregs  of  the  cap  of  my  fury  ;— 
thou  shalt  no  more  drink  it  again :  bat  I  will  pot  it 
into  the  hand  of  them  that  afflict  thee  ;  which  have 
said  to  thy  soul,  Bow  dowUf  that  we  may  go  over.  And 

THOU  HAST  LAID  THY  BODY  AS  THB  GROUVD,  AND 
AS  THE  STREET  TO  THEM  THAT  WENT  OVER!  "* 

i  Lev.  xzvi.  37—40.  3  Isaiah  li.  22, 23. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

^    ntBSBNT  CONDITION  AND   PROSPECTS  OF  THE  JEWS. 

.1 
^      ■ 

^  The  prophecy  which  concladed  the  last  chapter 
}'  clearly  intimates,  as  many  other  scriptures  do,  that 
f  a  period  of  fearrai  retribution  is  coming  upon  the 
f  nations ;  who  have  provoked  it  by  ages  of  apostacy 
and  wickedness,  in  which  they  have  persisted,  not- 
withstanding the  signal  chastisements  which  have 
at  times  been  brought  npon  them.  God  has  indeed 
frequently  given  the  nations  an  earnest  of  his  wrath, 
and  of  his  jealousy  for  Israel,  even  in  the  period 
jast  reviewed,  when  they  have  wantonly  trampled 
apon  or  abused  his  people.  It  would  not  be  difii- 
calt  to  shew,  that  in  those  awful  and  extensive  massa- 
cres perpetrated  by  the  Jews  in  Egypt,  Cyrene,  and 
other  places,  the  victims  of  them  had  provoked  the 
-vengeance  of  God  by  their  profligate  conduct  toward 
Israel :  but  in  some  instances  the  act  of  retribution 
lias  been  more  manifest.  As  the  first  persecution  of 
the  Jews,  for  example,  in  Spain  and  Portugal  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  the  invasion  of  those  countries 
by  the  Moors  ;  under  such  circumstances  as  brought 
conviction  home  to  the  other  kingdoms  of  Europe, 

2  L  2 
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and  deterred  thctnJur  awbile  from  persisting  ir 
tyranny;  so,  after  tlieir  final  expaliiiaii  rroni  Spain, 
that  country  hecame  so  impoverished,  tliat  it  billcil; 
jcgrctted  the  measure ;  anit  from  that  period  indeed 
has  been  dated  the  decliae  of  its  power  aod  eiid- 
dcuT.  Tliat  army  of  crusaders,  which  in  GcnnaD} 
first  raised  the  cry  of  persecutioo,  tost  three  baudnd 
thousand  men  by  sncoossive  di9<<steTs,  before  I3w) 
had  taken  a  single  city ;  and  the  next  band  vUel 
followecl,  composed  of  warriois  of  saperiur  null. 
found,  upon  reviewing-  the  troops  before  Anliooli.  ibt 
number  of  sixty  thousand  horses,  with  wbich  tiKT 
had  set  forth,  reduced  to  twolhoDsand.'  Not  on);  w< 
the  attack  upon  the  Jews  by  the  PastoreaoK  followed 
by  famineandpesiilenee,  bat  also  their  banishmetlbj 
Charles  IV,  which  produced  an  extensive  monilil). 
Both  in  Prance  and  England  the  cJamour  against  Ik 
Jens  was  often  raised  by  their  debtors,  who  brjf)t4 
thereby  to  escape  from  payment;  bat  they  ax  ofW 
sUlTered  for  their  dishonesty:  debts  iliouj^fa  oo»tt 
cated  were  not  remitted  ;  the  crown  proved  a  m 
potent  and  inexorable  creditor  than  the  Jew;  i 
whilst  the  latter  frequently  dared  not  move  ptoottd- 
ini^s,  but  suflered  bonds  and  pledges  to  i 
•luietly  in  his  chest;  the  farmer  promptly  t 
the  atterinost  farthing  ;— sometimes  etcn  giving  t 
portion  of  what  might  he  recoTered  to  the  Jcwi.le 
order  to  induce  them  to  verify  the  full  i 
their  debts.'  Nor  did  the  Jews  fail  t 
personal  misfortunes  and  humiliations  which  «f•^ 
took  their  great  perseoulors,  Hiohard  and  John  ^ 
England,  and  Louis  IX.  of  Prance. 
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The  instances,  however,  jast  related  are  bat  as  the 
drops  which  precede  the  storm  ofihat  day  of  gloomi- 
ness and  thick  darkness  which  is  to  overtake  the 
Gentiles,  when  the  cap  of  trembling  shall  be  pat 
into  their  hand.  Bat  as  we  have  seen  that  times  of 
Tevival  were  yoachsafed  to  Israel^  previoas  to  great 
judgments  overtaking  them,  so  the  Protestant  Refor- 
mation, and  the  seasons  of  refreshment  which  have 
followed,  appear  to  be  similar  visitations  of  mercy  in 
behalf  of  the  Gentiles  ;  by  means  of  which  God  is  more 
speedily  accomplishing  the  number  of  his  elect  from 
among  them,  whilst  he  leaves  the  mass  to  fill  up  the 
measure  of  their  iniquity,  and  to  bring  on  themselves 
wrath  to  the  uttermost.  And  it  is  specially  worthy  of 
remark,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  along  with  the 
reformation  there  have  privily  grown  up  mischievous 
and  deadly  principles  of  anarchy  and  infidelity, 
which  have  already  produced  their  first  fruits,  and 
convulsed  the  world  by  the  revolution  of  1792 ;  and 
which  are  now  so  manifestly  preparing  for  another 
and  still  more  terrible  explosion,  that  men's  hearts 
begin  to  fail  them  for  fear,  and  for  looking  after 
those  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earthJ  Our 
present  business,  hov^ever,  is  more  immediately  to 
notice  the  influence  which  these  events  have  had 
upon  the  Jews  of  the  dispersion. 

The  light  which  burst  in  upon  Europe,  a^  the 
period  of  the  reforination,  gradually  brought  back 
the  Protestants  to  those  principles,  which,  in  the 
primitive  ages  of  Christianity,  had  taught  the  disci- 
ples of  Jesus  to  exercise  pity  and  forbearance  toward 
Israel,  and  to  consider  themselves  debtors  for  the 

1  See  a  "  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Rise  and  Progrress  of  Antichristiaa  In- 
fidelity," in  vol.  ii.  p.  21 A  of  Mr.  Faber's  Sacred  Calendar  qf  Prophecy. 
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J  blessings  which   they  had  indireclq 

ceived  through  their  Tall,  and  more  directlj  from 
those  devoted  men  who  were  the  first  Jewish  e 
verts  to  Christianity.  The  Reformers  Iiawever  did 
little  for  tlie  Jews  bejond  writing  faToombly  ia  (bar 
behalf:  their  own  affairs  absorbed  their  atteiitioii,>Bd 
the  welfare  of  Israel  was  imperceptibly  lost  aigbl  tl.' 
Neither  is  the  remoTal  of  inveterate  prejadiees  th 
work  of  a  day  ;  wherefore  among  the  aaeDlifhUnnl 
raass,cvcD  in  Protestant  coaDtriea,ancient  aatipathio 
prevented  them  from  seeing  any  thing  in  the  Jewsbe- 
iiides  those  characteristics  which  theirownoppreuinn 
of  them  bad  chiefly  prodaced,  and  from  recolleetiag 
any  thing  of  their  earlier  history,  except  theit  bitter- 
ness against  Christ  and,  his  followers.  Even  In  Eof- 
land,  so  renowned  for  the  part  it  took  in  the  refor- 
mation, though  the  Jews  were  allowed  quietly  to 
return  into  the  coanlry,  it  excited  a  considerable 
ferment  when,  at  a  later  period,  it  was  proposed  tfl 
remove  some  oftheir  political  disabilities.' 

A  period  of  lethargy  and  of  comparative  gloot 
ceeded  in  the  Frotestant  kingdoms  to  the  first  spread 
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Biid  establishment  of  the  rcforroation,  during  which  liie 
Jews  were  still  neglected  ;  nor  wSa  it  nntil  about  the 
era  orihe  French  revolutioD  that  their  pDlittcal  emao- 
cipalion  may  be  said  to  have  conamenced.  Thongh 
the  principlea  which  produced  that  revolution  niatii' 
festly  tended  to  promote  a  spirit  of  indifference,  in 
regard  to  all  strictly  religious  considerations;  yet 
the  heavy  blows  which  they  inflicted  upon  the  idol 
reared  up  by  bigotry  and  iDtoJerance,  have  neverthe- 
less been  overruled  by  Providence  for  good.  At 
first,  indeed,  the  spread  of  the  revolutionary  doctrines 
operated  nnfavourably  upon  the  Jews.  The  great 
infidels  of  the  day  coald  not  hut  regard  Israel  as 
living  witnesses  against  their  own  atheistical  sen- 
timents; and  when  they  fouud  (he  Jews  not  to  be 
coaxed  or  shaken  from  their  principles,  mingled 
contempt  and  scorn  was  poured  upon  thera  ; '  whilst 
.  Frederick  of  Prussia  enacted  against  them  severe 
I  decrees.  Bnt  when  it  was  perceived  that  the  emanci- 
I  pation  of  the  Jews  would  be  another  step  gained 
toward  removing  the  formidable  barriers,  which  the 
ancient  institutions  and  prejudices  of  Europe  op- 
posed to  the  levelling  doctrines,  many  began  to  urge 
tbeir  alleged  political  rights.  In  the  year  1780  the 
emperor  Joseph  II.  who  has  been  considered  the  har- 
binger of  the  French  revolution,  first  ameliorated 
their  condition ;  which  step  was  followed  in  France,  in' 
17S4  and  1788,  by  some  relaxation  of  the  laws  againat 
Ihem  in  that  country.  In  1791  they  were  granted 
equal  rights  with  French  citizens;  and  a  similar 
decree  was  published  in  Holland  in  1796.     in  ISOS 
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Napoleon  endeavourtd  to  win  the  Jews 
tercsU,  by  conveoini;  ia  Paris  a  great  Sanfaedrin, 
the  decisions  of  wiiicii  he  intended  ahoQld  be  impc' 
rative  on  tlieir  brethren  throughout  the  tiorid.'  A 
few  Jews,  who  had  lapsed  froni  their  own  priocipin, 
applauded  Ibe  scheme ;  but  the  generality  su^MUd 
bis  designs,  and  Um  ailempt  eonsequetitly  pnmd 
abortive.  Nefertheiess  these  movements  bftte  hid 
the  eSecI  of  awakening  the  attention  of  the  tenli- 
nental  princes  to  the  condition  of  the  Jewir  wmmi 
of  whom  bavo  cbecTfulIji  interfered  in  tbeic  bebiir, 
being  prompted  by  an  enlightened  policy  ;  and  olkos 
have  been  impelled  by  the  curcent  of  the  tlmntP 
adopt  more  liberal  measures. 

The  bearing,  however,  of  the  laws  wliich  haveb«ea 
enacted  in  dilferent  slates  will  be  belter  uodersiood, 
if  we  flrsl  briefly  review  the  religious  and  moral  con- 
dilioQ  of  the  European  Jews,  which  Las  undergoai 
litllc  change  from  Ihe  period  of  their  emerging  oM 
of  the  dark  ages  down  into  the  present  century. 

The  Jews  cannot  boast  of  religions  unity,  any  men 
than  Christians;  but  nre  divided  into  sects,  princi- 
pally diatiDgnisbed  by  tlieir  zeal  for  the  tradition*, 
or  by  their  rejection  of  them, 

I.  Rabbinisra  chiefly  prevails,  and  continues  to  bo 
conspicuous,  as  in  the  days  of  Christ,  for  "  binding 
men  with  burdens  grievous  to  be  borne;"  of  wbiitli 
a  description  of  the  ceremonies  of  daily  puriJSaUitn 
will  serve  as  an  illustration. 

The  Jew  is  bound  to  rise  early  on  all  days ;  but; 
gressively  earlier  as  he  approaches  the  Sai 

•  AdiliesiofM.  Mole,  IH  Sep.  laofl. 
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which  day  he  rises  the  earliest  of  all.  His  first  daty 
Ml  awaking  is  to  thank  God  for  restoring  to  him  his 
mui;  which  he  is  taaght  to  believe  quits  the  body 
luring  sleeps  and  may  not  find  its  way  back  to  its 
[NTOper  tenement.  Bat  as  he  mast  not  mention  the 
name  of  God  with  nnwashen  hands,  a  special  form 
9i  thanksgiving  is  appointed  for  this  occasion,  in 
irhich  he  is  only  styled  ''  the  self-existing  King**  He 
Mxt  has  to  pot  on  his  clothes,  after  a  form  minutely 
prescribed ;  and  then  he  (lastens  to  wash :  for  he 
lurther  believes  that  an  evil  spirit  took  possession 
if  his  body  during  the  absence  of  bis  soul,  which 
irill  not  depart  till  after  the  proper  lustrations  : 
o  go  four  yards  with  un  wash  en  hands  is  even  de- 
clared to  be  worthy  of  death.  He  is  therefore  di- 
'eoted  immediately  to  seize  with  his  right  hand  the 
ewer  previously  placed  near  to  him,  to  pour  water 
Tom  it  into  the  left  hand,  and  from  thence  on  to 
:be  right  hand  thrice  ;  and  afterwards,  reversing  the 
irder,  to  proceed  in  like  manner  with  the  left  hand. 
The  mouth  must  be  rinsed  before  he  pronounces 
he  name  of  God,  great  care  being  taken  that  a 
tingle  drop  does  not  escape  into  the  throat.  Nu- 
nerous  cautions  are  added  against  spilling  the 
rater,  and  an  improper  disposal  of  the  refuse ; 
md  many  nice  questions  are  discussed,  as  to  whe- 
her  a  man  is  bound  to  wash  his  hands  before  nam- 
ng  God,  who  has  watched  all  night,  or  who  has 
lot  been  able  to  sleep,  or  who  rises  before  day,  or 
vho  sleeps  during  the  day.  If  water,  however,  cannot 
>e  readily  procured,  the  Jew  may  then  rub  his  hands 
n  the  dust  or  on  the  earth  ;  which  is  considered  suffi- 
cient to  entitle  him  to  name  God,  though  it  will  not 
Irive  out  the  evil  spirit!     Next  the  face  must  be 
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washed,  because  it  is  the  image  of  God  ;  after  which 
every  part  of  the  dress  must  be  put  od,  with  the  Ban 
careful  attention  to  rules,  and  with  the  dread  of  ii 
eurring  pnoishment  from  God  if  the;  are  oeglecled. 
In  like  manner  there  are  bnrdensome  precept*  &r 
various  other  duties  and  seasons  of  the  day.' 

The  rabbins  profess  that  Ibey  themselves  praetiMt 
more  rigorous  observance  of  the  traditions  Iban  thdr 
disciples.  Each  one  boasts  that  he  keeps  613  a 
mandments;  some  of  which  are  not  destitatc  of 
cellence,  in  regard  to  the  worship  of  the  heart ;  hnl 
they  are  more  than  neutralized  by  the  superior  Bcril 
inculcated  of  observing  tbc  ceremonials,^  which,  u 
in  the  particulars  just  inslanced  concerning  pnriGca- 
tion,  are  trivial  and  absurd,  keeping  the  spirit  of 
tlie  Jew  in  continual  bondage,  and  exertinj^  a  per- 
nicioaa  influence  upon  his  understand ing.^ 

The  tendency  of  raLibinism  to  degrade  ihe  female 
mind  is  still  greater.  Women  are  considered  aafit 
to  give  legal  evidence,  being  classed  with  slai 
children  and  idiots ;  they  are  not  deemed  sufficient 
to  form  a  congregation  for  worship  without  men, 
are  only  required  to  observe  those  of  the  commaDda 
which  relate  to  ablutions  or  dress,  the  sabbaths, 
fasts  and  festivals,  and  the  preparation  and  cooking 
of  food.  The  rest  of  the  law  is  indeed  striottj  for- 
bidden to  them  ;  insomuch  that  he  who  instructs  hii 
daughter  therein  is  declared  to  leach  her  transgres- 

I  TTEBtiEe  Shulchaii  Araeh. 
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'   whilst  the  only  books  which  they  ar 
I  to  read  are  of  the  most  puerile  and  ridii 

IVfae  resemblatice  of  Rabbinistii  to  Popery  has  a1- 
idy  been  alluded  to,  (page  S02,}  but  it  requlreii 
inbe  farther  pointed    out    in   its   particulars:    fur 
uidering  the  antipathy  of  Jews  to  Koman  Cntho- 
ttmore  eapeciallj, — who  are,  on  account  of  their 
nhip   of  images,    the   great   stumbling-hiouk 
it  way  of  the  Jews  receiving  Christ,~the  siin 
f  of  the  two  gyslema,  in  other  respects,  is 
e  remarkable. 

,  LiJtc  as  in  Popery,  the  holy  acriptarcs  arc  prftf! 
Kdly  acknowledged   by  the  Jews  as  the  worii 
I,  and  the  foundation  of  their  failh  ;  but  the  slud] 
P'them  is  prevented  by  the  greater  prominenoe  al 
sonragement   given    to    tradition.     The    rahli 
ch,  "  that  to  study  the  Bible  can  scarcely 
deemed  a  virtue ;  to  stody  the  Mishna  (or  Oral  law) 
ia  a  virtue   that  will  cerlaialy  be  rewarded  i  but 
study  the   Gemara   (or   Commentators)  is   a   virtud 
never  to  be  surpassed,"' 

2.  They  believe  that  the  verdict  of  rabbins  of 
grity  assembled  in  council  is  infallible. 

3.  The  Talmud  still  commands  the  conversii 
Iho  heathen  by  force,  and  pronounces  death  against 
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Ihe  recuRants ;  tlioaRl)  IQ  their  rerorniM 
Ihey  endeavour,  (like  the  RomanislsJ  by  ■ 
ambigaoiis  expressions  snd  sophistical  atatemeiiti.lo 
conceal  that  they  siill  hold  persecuting  sentimeoU.' 

4.  Judaism  asserts  the  efficacy  ol'  good  work!  to- 
ward pracurinK  salvation;  as  might  be  expected  (nm 
what  has  been  adducod  oo  the  virtDC  of  Sladylng  tkc 
Gemara.  And  with  a  marvellous  inconsUteocj, 
though  the  reading  of  the  laiv  is  scaraely  deemed  i 
virtue,  yet  the  taking  out  of  the  Pentateuch,  on  tbe 
days  on  which  it  is  appointed  to  be  read,  is  coniideicd 
so  meritorioDS  a  work,  that  the  privilege  of  perforn- 
ingitissold  in  some  places  to  the  highest  bldiler. 
To  stand  on  the  left  hand  of  the  reader  duriog  the 
lection,  and  to  close  and  remove  the  book  after  it  i> 
read,  are  likewise  conHldered  meritorious  acts,  and 
the  permission  to  pcrfonn  them  is  sold  separately,' 
Great  merit  is  also  attached  to  fasting  and  alnu- 
giving;  and  where  they  have  the  power  they  punisb 
those  who  do  not  contribute  to  the  general  collectiMtf 
for  the  poor. 

5.  They  plead  the  merits  of  saints :  the  Jew  ihoic 
of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob ;  the  Jewess  those  at 
Sarah,  Rebecca,  and  Leali,  with  other  inferior  saints.' 
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6.  Tbey  farther  attribote  great  merit  to  pilgrimages 
to  the  Holy  Land,  believing  that  every  pilgrim  re- 
ceives remission  of  his  sins.* 

7.  They  believe  in  a  purgatory;  and  whilst  they 
assert  that  every  Israelite  has  a  part  in  the  world  to 
come,  they  think  that  the  wicked  are  first  purified 
from  their  sins  in  the  infernal  regions.' 

8.  They  ase  prayers  for  the  dead ;  a  principal  part 
of  the  meritorioas  duties  of  females  being  to  visit  the 
cemeteries,  and  pray  over  the  graves.' 

9.  The  generality  of  the  Jews  likewise  pray  in  an 
unknown  tongue.  For  though  their  liturgy  is  written 
in  Hebrew,  many  cannot  read  it ;  and  a  greater  num- 
ber, who  read  Hebrew  with  fluency,  do  not  under- 
stand its  meaning.^ 

The  Jewish  Liturgy,  like  the  Romish,  contains 
much  scripture,  and  is  often  very  beautiful;^   but 

posed  by  a  contemirarary  rabbi  still  exists,  and  the  following  is  a 
prayer  still  osed  by  the  Jews : — "  Grant  that  for  the  merits  of  these 
holy  martyrs^  and  for  the  merits  of  our  three  holy  fathers,  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  the  tears  we  poor  forth,  that  the  holy  temple 
may  be  rebuilt  in  our  days."  (Jewish  Expositor,  1828.  p.  415.) 

1  Jew.  Intel.  1836,  p.  60. — The  Jews  consider  all  who  die  and  are 
buried  in  the  holy  land  sure  of  eternal  life,  and  that  there  will  be  no  re- 
surrection for  such  as  are  buried  elsewhere  j  though  they  allow  a  way 
of  escape  for  the  just,  whose  bodies  are  supposed  to  be  rolled  through 
subterranean  passages,  until  they  arrive  in  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat. 
It  is  likewise  remarkable,  that  as  the  Jews  believe  that  the  worms  are 
not  allowed  to  touch  the  bodies  of  those  buried  in  Palestine ;  so  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Pisa,  in  order  to  prevent  the  worms,  have  filled 
Oie  Campo  Santo  with  earth  brought  from  Jerusalem  as  ballast  in 
their  galleys ;  and  assert  that  it  has  the  effect  of  reducing  a  fresh  corpse 
to  a  skeleton  in  twenty-four  hours.  (Wright's  Travels,  p.  383.) 
2  Customs,  &c.  of  the  Jews ;  by  Hyam  Isaacs,  p.  S55. 

s  Ibid.  p.  10.  McCaul's  Sketches,  p.  106^  and  Modern  Judaism,  p. 
181,  in  which  are  many  specimens  of  their  prayers.  Their  conunon 
phx«sc  also  concerning  a  departed  person  is — May  his  soul  rest  in  peace ! 

4  O'Keili's  Journal;  Jewish  Expositor  1837;  and  Hyam  Isaac's 
Cvstoms,  &c.  p.  253. 

«  Much  of  it  is  translated  into  English  in  Hyam  Isaac's  "  Ceremo- 
i^es.  Customs,  &c.  of  the  Jews." 


» 
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they  alao  have  many  absardiiiea  interiuiDgled.  Tbe 
following  extract  froni  the  Prajeta  for  the  New  Year. 
used  in  the  LondoD  synagoi^ues,  will  afTord  a  speei- 
men '.  "  O  deign  (o  hear  the  voice  of  those  vrho  glorifj 
Thee  with  all  their  members,  accordinffto  the  number 
of  Ibe  248  affirmative  precepts.  In  this  loontb  Ihej 
blow  thirty  sounds,  according  to  the  thirty  membcn 
of  the  solei  of  their  feet.  The  additional  nfferingt 
of  the  day  are  ten,  according  to  the  tea  memben  in 
theiranklea.  They  approach  the  altar  twice,  accord- 
ing to  their  two  legs.  Five  men  are  called  to  the  U«, 
according  totbe  five  joints  in  iheir  knees.  Iiot  witi 
the  additional  offering  oftle  new  moon  they  are eteveh 
according  to  their  eleven  ribs.  They  pour  oat  tbeii 
suppliealioD  with  nine  blessings,  according  to  tbr 
muscles  in  their  arms.  These  contain  thirty  vet8ea,Se- 
cording  to  the  thirty  in  the  palms  of  their  hands.  TkCT 
daily  repeat  the  prayer  of  eighteen  blessings,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  eighteen  vertebra  in  their  spine.  At  llic 
olTcring  of  the  continual  sacrifice  ibey  soand  nini 
limes,  according  to  the  nine  muscles  in  their  bead 
In  the  two  orisons  they  blow  eight  limes,  accordiDH 
to  tbe  eight  vertebrot  of  their  neck.  Their  stalulei 
and  laws  are  contained  in  five  books,  according  to  llic 
live  perforations.  He  bath  ordained  tbe  six  orders 
of  the  MishoB,  according  to  the  six  different  imap- 
nations  of  the  heart  and  inward  parla:  atsotfaeaiU' 
nial  life,  spirit,  rational  soul,  perception,  appetite, tfac 
skin,  ilesh,  veins,  and  bones,— these  shall  all  lift  up 
the  eye,  and  pierce  the  ear,  and  open  tbe  mouth,  ibtl 
with  the  tongue  and  speech  of  their  lipa,  and  firan 
the  sole  of  tbe  foot  to  the  head,  they  ma;  ahowthe 
parliculars  of  their  good  acts;  so  that,  IftMB  MM 
sound  of  the  cornet  nscends,  their  adversaries  tOMfht 


brlDg  brought  before  Pilste  and  idbIiIdk  nd  replf .  The 
pnoBc  Toias  the  ^ospcJ,  &c.  The  e(>^pel  is  carried  ftom  tile  TiEht  of 
the  altar  to  the  left,  to  denote  the  tender  of  the  Got»ti  to  the  Gen- 
tflea,  BRer  the  refusal  of  the  Jev9.  The  piieEt  uncovers  the  cbslice  i 
thU  mean?  the  etiipplnE  of  our  Lord,  in  order  to  be  scoured.  The 
priest  kiwes  the  allar  and  offers  up  the  host ;  to  reprcaent  the  scodrg- 
tDgof  diiiHt.    The  priest  eletates  the  chalice,  then  coTerD  It;  this 

nvmber  oC  thiity-flFe  parUcalorq  \    A  different  explanatlun  iB  ffjveu 
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II.  Next  are  llie  fanatical  sects  of  tlte  Jewa,  ■ 
ire  TarioasI;  tenned,  Chasidim,  Zobaritos,  FrenkiiU. 
Sabbathaists,  Subsaids,  Schabzels,  &c,  ooncecning 
whicli  the  testimony  is  cDntlicting,  and  the  dislinetloB 
between  them  difficult  to  be  mcide  oat.  Perhapiill 
have  originally  derived  their  opinions   from  theu^ 

nt  Ctiasidira  and  Cabalists,  ivith  some  admixinn 
of  the  principles  of  the  Egseoes.  Generally  tbcy  ii 
tlie  followers  of  one  Sabbath  a  i  Sicvi,  the  most  n 
itiarkable  of  all  the  impostors  that  have  ariseaanioni 
the  Jews. 

He  was  born  at  Smyrna,  in  1G25,  and  so  earl;  dit- 
tingaislied  him-telfhy  his  ausit^rllies  and  progreMia 
the  study  of  Cabhala.  that  at  the  age  of  tighteen  bv 
was  made  rabbi.  He  soon  after  declared  bimHlfta 
be  the  expected  son  of  Qavid,  and  repaired  to  Jeni- 
salem ;  hut  made  few  disciples  antil  some  years  aflei. 
when,  on  his  return  to  Smyrna,  a  wealthy  Jew,  haTiDf 
denounced  bim  on  the  csohange  as  an  impostor,  wnl 
home  and  dropped  down  dead.  This  was  interprUed 
hy  tlie  followers  of  Ssevi  as  a  testimony  frum  Godi 
and  it  excited  so  great  a  sensation  among  the  te**, 
Ibat  many  oven  of  tlio  rabbins  now  declared  tbeU- 
selvBS  to  be  convinced.  Sicvi  was  soon  after  visiUd 
by  deputations  from  the  Jews  in  every  quarter  of  tk( 
°;1obe,  bearing  costly  offerings;  whilst  the  fMtk  tt 
both  sexes  were  seized  in  various  places  witb  holj 
transports  or  rhapsodies,  and  prophesied  oonoeroiBC 
bim,— some  in  Hebrew,  who,  it  is  said,  had  never 
learned  it.  One  Nathan  Benjamin  bad  given  oal 
that  Sipvi  wonld  presently  take  the  diadem  fnmi  tl 
head  of  the  grand  seignor  i  and,  at  the  iDstaacsof  h 
eager  parlisans,be  accordingly  visited  Constantinople, 
where  be  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Jews,  t 
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after  many  singular  proceedings,  was  at  length  seized 
and  led  inio  the  presence  of  the  Saltan.  Here  it  w&s 
proposed  to  test  his  divine  mission  by  shooting  three 
poisoned  arrows  at  him;  the  Sultan  protnising,  that, 
if  Saaii  survived  the  trial,  he  himself  would  ac- 
knowledge him.  Sa;vi  declined  the  experiment,  and 
was  condemned  to  be  impaled;  on  which,  to  the 
atnazement  of  his  followers,  he  snatched  a  turban 
from  the  bead  uf  »  Turk  and  placed  it  on  his  own,— 
the  usual  mode  of  publicly  avowing  conversion  to  the 
faith  of  Mahomet.  This  act  of  apostacy  did  not  pat 
an  end  to  the  imposture  ;  far  on  being  dismissed,  he 
boldly  proclaimed  that  God  had  transformed  him  for 
awhile  from  an  Israelite  into  an  Ishmaelile ;  and  pro- 
ceeded to  shew  from  the  prophets  that  the  Messiah 
was  thus  to  be  numbered  with  transgressors.  His 
admirers, on  recovering  from  theirsurprise, embraced 
tbis  error  likewise,  and  numbers  daily  snatched  the 
turbans  of  the  Moslems  ;  until  the  unconvinced  por- 
tion  of  the  rabbles,  fearing  that  all  Israel  would  go 
over  to  Islamism,  bribed  the  aathorities  to  arrest 
Swvi,  who  threw  him  into  prison,  ivhere  he  died.' 
After  his  death  his  disciples  gave  out  that  he  was 
translated  to  heaven  as  Elijah;  and  Neheraiab,  one 
of  his  most  portinacjoas  adversaries,  being  now  w 
over  to  his  opinions,  the  delusion  prospered  for  awhile 
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Variotis  revivals  have  since  taken  plat 
SabbatliaistB.  In  the  jear  1700  they  sent  o 
rons  missionaries  among  the  Jews,  who  pieached  rc 
pentance  through  Saevi,  and  made  manj  additioaal 
converts.  Rabbi  Israel,  snraamed  Baal  Shan  (pa- 
setter  of  the  name)  became  cminenl  among  tben  in 
Poland  about  1740,  and  further  increased  tbe  yxi 
bj  the  miracles  reported  of  him.  Another  b 
rabbi,  named  Bescbt,  (if  lie  be  not  the  same,)  is  mtn- 
tioned,  as  arising  about  ibe  same  period  ;  and  later  Id 
the  same  century  rabbi  Jacob  FrenL  went  from  Po' 
land,  (or,  as  some  relate,  from  Constantiaople  I 
dolia,)  and  Rnally  setlted  at  OITenbach,  near  Frank- 
fort on  the  Maine.'  Frenk,like  his  predecessor  SxtJ, 
in  order  to  avoid  unpleasant  conseqnencea  from  ih 
Romish  Church,  before  the  prelates  of  witicb  he  >■> 
cited  whilst  in  Podolia,  unexpectedly  submitted  U 
baptism,  declaring  his  belief  in  Jesus  as  the  MeMiiL 
and  announcing  himself  as  the  forerunner  uf  tit 
second  advent.  He  aevertheless  obtained  mnny  ad- 
herents; and  from  him  the  Chasidim  of  Offenhacli, 
Brnne,  and  the  parts  about  where  Frenk  resided,  a 
often  called  FraiLiilt,  and  also  Zokarittt  from  tbi 
being  addicted  to  the  ancient  cabalistic  book  Zoia.' 
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.  or  Gul  Sbem,  is  tbe  pretender  oho  uc 

ad  died  la  mo,  IhBt  Beaclit  and  Frank  wen  .     . 

latter  succeeded  Um  In  reputation,  and  aoaUj  vnurf 


laiLdlBin.  deeluca  m 
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The  Chuidim  may  therefore  be  divided  into  four 
classes:  1st,  those  who  continue  Jews,  but  are  not 
followers  of  Sasvi ;  2d,  the  followers  of  Saevi  who  re- 
main conformed  to  Judaism ;  3d,  those  who  arc  out- 
wardly joined  to  the  Romish  Church,  but  who  con- 
tinae  to  practise  Judaism ;  4th,  those  who  are  exter- 
nally Mahometans,  but  likewise  secretly  Jews,  many 
of  whom  were  met  with  by  Dr.  Wolff  in  the  East.' 

In  the  infancy  of  their  sect  the  Zoharites  vied  in 
their  voluntary  mortifications  with  the  most  ri^^oroUvS 
monks,  passing  days  together  without  nourisliuuMil, 
wearing  rough  garments  next  the  skin,  lyin^:  out 
upon  the  snow  in  winter,  and  upon  thorns  in  the 
Bommer,  and  bathing  at  midnight  in  the  coldest 
water,  the  ice  having  to  be  broken  for  the  purpose ; 
by  which  austerities  many  lost  their  senses  and  sonic 
their  lives.  They  still  surpass  the  other  Jews  in  fast- 
ing and  self-denial,  and  are  to  be  distinguishod  in 
general,  in  their  appearance,  by  an  affected  slovenli- 
ness in  their  attire,  and  a  wildness  of  countenanct*. 
Some  of  their  religious  principles  are  admirable,  if 
they  were  but  acquainted  with  the  only  power  which 
can  enable  them  to  carry  them  out.*  But  the  good 
which  is  in  theif  system  is  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  power  which  their  zaddik,  or  chief  rabbi,  has 
usurped,  or  has  had  conceded  to  him  by  his  besotted 

1  The  chief  rabbi  of  Cairo  informed  Dr.  Wolff,  that  there  were  many 
Jews,  who,  withoat  being  avowed  followers  of  Saevi,  declare,  when  em- 
bairassed  by  tbe  scriptures  which  speak  of  a  suffering  Messiah,  that 
tbey  think  Saevi  might  be  he. 

s  They  maintain,  e.  g.  that  a  man  should  have  no  other  will  than 
the  will  of  God;  that  faith  and  truth  are  inseparable;  that  pride  is 
idolatry ;  that  covetousness  must  be  annihilated  >  that  worldly  hon- 
oiin  should  be  shunned,  insults  received  in  silence,  and  good  deeds 
performed  without  looking  for  reward.  They  profess  that  their  great 
object  is  to  attain  to  communion  with  God,  and  intercourse  with  the 
world  of  spirits ;  and  that  for  that  purpose  they  study  Cabbala. 

2  M  2 
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followers.  Id  tbis  respect  the  most  canning,  aoa 
eiaus,  and  blasphcmoDS  assainptioDS  of  poper;  ue 
(•Koeedcd.  and  the  prostration  of  the  nnderstandiD; 
itrtTiD  blinded  worsbipper  atill  more  complete.  The; 
iaculcale  tbat  Lbe  most  important  of  nil  priocipluii 
iinr«scTveiI  devotion  to  the  Zaddik  ;  that  bis  discipln 
mvaX  reject  wisdom,  auience,  reason,  and  the  testimoir 
•if  tliesvDses,  and  receive  his  dictum  as  iofBliible;  and 
■  r  what  heaajs  appears  coolradictorj,  so  much  gTealci 
is  (he  merit  of  nnrcaerved  obedience.  TbeZaddit 
must  be  to  the  Cbasid  more  than  God;  the;  declare 
that  the  Z add ik  teaches  God  himself  wbat  heoB|hl 
lu  do;  that  Cod  takes  pleasure  in  being  cooliadicud 
hy  bimi  and  tbat  when  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
in  hcaveu,  it  is  settled  by  the  Zaddik.  The  dt^mu 
by  which  the  Zaddikim  obtain  su|}plies  from  Ibcii 
admirers  arc  scarcely  inreriot  in  impudence  and  ii 
piety.  They  teacb— "  H«  that  ia  in  grief  let  hio 
Kivc  presents  continually  to  the  Zaddik."— "  ~ 
only  way  for  a  sinner  to  obtain  pardon  of  Qod  ii 
ccasingly  to  endeavoar,  with  all  his  might,  to  in- 
crease the  income  of  the  Zaddik."  "  No  one  sfaoold 
pass  over  the  threshold  of  the  Zaddik  with  empl} 
hands." — "  The  Zaddik  has  power  lo  appoint  <veiy 
one  bis  place  in  heaven  or  hell,  as  he  may  s 

The  Zaddik  likewise  imposes  penances,  dispensu 
amulets,  (or  slips  of  parchment  having  cabbalistic 
sentences,)  is  consulted  as  a  seer  concerning  dilEcul- 
ties  and  future  events,  and  his  booEdiction  is  sap- 
posed  ID  heal  the  sick  and  barren.'     By  tbes 
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Frenk  was  enabled  to  live  in  great  magnifieence, 
maintaining  a  n amber  of  beaatifal  yoaths  of  both 
sexes,  (wbose  parents  thongbt  it  an  honour  to  yield 
tbem  up  to  hiniy)  and  he  appeared  in  public  with  a 
state  vying  with  royalty. 

The  worship  of  the  Chasidim  is  fanatical  in  the  ex- 
treme. They  stimulate  themselves,  previous  to  their 
devotion,  by  the  use  of  ardent  spirits ;  and  exercise 
themselves  in  horrible  contortions  and  gestures,  in 
jumping,  writhing  and  howling,  in  order  to  provoke 
frenzy  of  mind.  A  Christian  missionary  describes 
one  of  their  synagogues,  visited  by  him,  as  more  like 
bedlam  than  a  place  of  worship  :  the  Chasidim  were 
seated  with  immense  phylacteries  oh  their  foreheads, 
giving  them  the  appearance  of  horned  creatures,  and 
first  murmured  in  a  voice  scarcely  audible,  then 
shouted  with  such  fury  as  if  giving  signal  for  battle, 
and  next  jumped  about  and  bowed  toward  the  sanc- 
tuary in  an  idolatrous  manner.  Another  describes 
the  synagogue  at  Koszeniec  as  crowded  to  excess,  in 
vrbioh  some  were  standing  with  their  faces  toward 
the  wall,  shaking  themselves  backward  and  forward 
with  great  rapidity ;  some  were  beating  the  wall  with 
the  palms  of  their  hands ;  whilst  a  number  of  boys 
were  making  a  great  noise,  alternately  singing  and 
chattering.^ 

But  there  is  likewise  great  fanaticism  and  inde- 
corum in  the  worship  of  the  Talmndist  Jews.  Of 
the  synagogue  in  Rotterdam  a   missionary  states, 


1  For  the  preceding  account  of  the  Chasidim,  see  Mayer's  **  Brief 
Account  of  the  Zoharites)  '*  Dr.  McCaol's  Sketches  of  Judaism,  &c. ; 
Dr.  WollTs  Journals  for  Sept.  1891,  Aug.  1830;  Dr.  Pinkerton's  Let- 
ters  ftom  Poland,  and  tiie  Journals  of  Messrs.  Smith,  Nitschke,  Berg- 
feldt  and  others,  in  the  Jewish  Expositor  for  1816, 1819,  P.  81,  1827,  p. 
13,  1838,  pp.  108,  18^,  191. 
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"  that  it  was  curious  but  painTuI  to  behold  the  ptf- 
tures  and  grimaces  of  the  elder  Jewa,  like  perwos  in 
eouvulsions  and  frantic  j  whilst  otbera  were  ti 
on  the  common  concerns  oflife.and  the  children «ero 
al  play.i  Of  the  Jews  of  Bohemia  another  missioDWf 
stales,  that  whilst  the  aged  are  engaged  in  devotion. 
others  manifest  great  levitf,  talk  in  an  unheconiin; 
manner,  and  wait  to  and  fro.'-  At  Turin  i 
whilst  divine  service  was  going  forward  in  the  splen- 
did Italian  sjnagogne  erected  there,  a  man 
crying  alio  at  for  sale  the  weekly  cantributiaii 
the  poor,  which  are  let  to  the  highest  bidder  like  tbe 
totlg  of  a  turnpike  road.  In  England,  on  the  secoDil 
Sabhnlh  from  the  first  of  tshernaeles,  the  beys  art 
suminoned  to  the  reader's  desk  to  hear  a  portiomif 
the  law;  on  which  occasion  they  indulge  in  all  sort) 
of  bu  Boon  cry,  pinning  paper  and  rags  to  the  readet'i 
mantle,  the  congregation  meanwhile  being  in  a  rw 
of  laughter,  In  the  synagogues  in  Alsace  it  is  sol 
unusual  for  the  younger  Jews  to  quarrel  and  proceed 
to  personal  conflict;  which  outrage  was  likewise vi 
nessed  by  the  missionary  Ewald  in  the  synagogneil 
Tunis.'  Quarrels  are  also  frequent  in  the  synagogvei 
of  England,  though  they  may  not  proceed  to  blows. 

III.  The  beginning  of  the  present  century  ha»  seen 
a  new  religious  community  rise  np  in  Israel,  c 

3  jDumsl  0/  Rev.  J.  P.  Kltichke,  Jewish  Eip.  laif. 

'  Jen,  Bip.  leso,  p.  gSi  Jew.  IntEl.  l«ii,  pp.  49,  IID;  O 

Dies  Hnd  Ciulntna  of  Jews  by  H,  iBaacB,  pp.  fill,  iTO,— ITien 

room  bDHCver  tor  ChtiJtiBna  tn  esull  ara  Israel  on  ujconnt  d 

tlilDgi.     Tbe  exhibltlDns  of  Cbiistluiltr  in  Syria,  by  tlw  di 


church  olthB  Holy  Sepulchre  bi 
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**  Jews  oF  the  New  Temple,"  or  "  Rational  and  Be- 
rornied  Jews."  Tbeir  origin  is  attribated  to  the- 
writiogs  of  the  celebrated  rabbi  Moses  Mendleshon, 
who  having  first  acquired  considerable  JnQuence  by 
bia  learning,  next  proceeded  to  inlrodoce  among  his 
followers  the  study  of  the  German  literatore,  (pre- 
11  iousl J  considered  profane;)  and  without  avowedly 
opposing,  he  nevertheless  discouraged  the  slod;  of 
the  Talmud.  A  literary  and  philosophical  society 
was  in  1783  formed  by  some  of  fais  zealous  and  learned 
coadjutors  at  Konigsberg,  among  whom  the  trammels 
of  rabbinism  were  quietly  laid  aside.  One  of  these, 
named  Jacobson,  at  length  built  what  he  called  a 
temple  at  Seetzen,  and  furnished  it  with  an  organ  ; — 
contrary  to  the  precepts  of  the  rabbins,  who  liave  so 
foi^otten  the  instrumental  music  used  in  David's 
time,  as  to  deem  such  performance  inconsistent  with 
sabbatical  rest.  Jacobson  also  introduced  a  selec- 
tion of  prayers  in  the  vernacular  tongue,  instead  of 
the  usual  heterogeneous  mixture  in  the  Hebrew ;  the 
solitary  annual  sermon  was  expanded  into  a  weekly 
lecture;  and  the  proverbial  indecorum  of  the  syua- 
gog^e  gave  place  to  the  order  and  decency  of  a  Pro- 
testant assembly.  Similar  congregations  were  soon 
afler  formed  in  Berlin,  Leipsic,  Breslau,  Hamburg,  Al- 
lona,  and  other  places,  among  the  members  of  which 
the  old  Jewish  costume  and  manners,  and  even  the 
speaking  of  Hebrew  were  gradually  exploded,  and 
the  lalitadinarian  and  neological  opinions  of  their 
German  instructors  speedily  manifested  themselves. 
Tbese  things  however  caused  a  reaction  among  them 
in  favour  of  rabbinism  :  the  more  devout  and  sober 
Jews  withdrew  from  a  system,  which  they  found  to 
bojtaly  a  device  to  destroy  Judaism,  without  substi- 
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tuting  any  real  rcNgion  in  its  place,  aad  the  Ke- 
furmed  Synagogues  hate   coDsequently  b 
better  than  iolidel  assemblies.' 

IV.  TbeeDumeratioD  of  the  Jewish  secta  muMnDl 
be  dismissed  witliout  the  mention  of  the  Kartita, 
who  are  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Textnarii,  mi 
still  firmly  adhere  to  the  principles  of  their  fore- 
fathers, rejectin^f  the  traditions  of  tbe  rabbins,  uid 
even  the  Chaldee  paraphrase,  and  confiaias  ■' 
selves  to  tbe  simple  test  of  holy  writ.  Gad  has  le- 
marlLably  honoured  tlieir  faithful  tcstimoay,  b;  pre- 
serving them  from  persecution,  and  in  some  destcc 
of  JDdependeDce.  They  chiefly  aboand  in  the  Crimei. 
where  Ihej  have  not  only  towns  and  -vllla^s  eutirclj 
Jewish,  but  a  fortress  called  Dschoufout-kal^,  liu- 
ate  on  the  summit  of  high  rocks,  which  baa  heCD  is 
their  possession  for  ages,  I>r.  E.  D.  Clarke  viiiteil 
it  in  1300,  and  Dr.  Pinkorton  in  181<;,  nhoD  1 
latter  noticed  a  Hebrew  inscription  on  a  gravc-sto 
570  yeara  old,  showing'  that  during  tbe  darkest  x 
son  of  the  dark  ages,  they  bad  nevertheless  renaiittd 
unmolested.  Those  of  the  Crimea  and  Ukra 
manufacturers,  and  sell  their  wares  throughout  thOM 
Their  manners  are  simple,  their  hahiti 
,  and  their  honesty  proverbial.  Dr-  WolS 
gives  the  same  character  of  those  with  whom  he  R 
in  the  East.  Another  colony  of  them  was  discovered 
by  Dr.  Pinkerton  atTroki  on  the  borders  of  the  lake 
Bienal,  who  had  enjoyed  undisturbed  and  dUliii- 
guisfaed  privileges  there  for  many  centuries  from  llw 
dakes  of  Lithuania  and  kings  of  Poland.  There  ai 
about  two  thousand  more  of  them  scattered  in  Pi 
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'    fand,  and  small  commanities  of  tliem  at  Cairo,  Da>  ' 
BiBBCDS,  Bagdad,  and  in  some  parts  of  Persia. 

The  Talmndical  Jews  liate  Iliem  more  tban  tbey  do 
CbriatianB,  asserting  that  if  a  CarHite  and  a  Christian 
happen  to  be  in  danger  oT  (Irowning  logellier,  tljey 
oaght  to  make  a  bridge  of  tlie  bod;  of  llie  Caraite  to 
aave  the  Cliristian.  They  will  not  reeeive  them  into 
communion  on  an;  terms — not  even  on  an  entire  and 
Tolantary  renuncjationof  tbeir  prineiplcs;  and  whilst 
Ihey  are  compelled  to  aclcnowledge  their  high  anti- 
qaity,  they  maliciously  confound  tbem  both  with  lh« 
Saddacees  and  the  SamarilatisJ 

The  moral  character  of  the  Jews  in  general  haa 
been  greatly  deteriorated  b;  their  polilioal  degra- 
dation, and  the  oppressive  measures  of  their  gentile 
rulers.  Previons  to  the  overthrow  of  their  state  by 
Titas,  their  pursuits  were  chiefly  agrioullural  and 
military.  Those  who  resided  upon  the  sea-coast* 
followed  commerce,'  and  there  were  likewise  some 
manofaotures  carried  on  among  them,  (See  page  210.) 
What  the  general  avocations  were  of  the  mnltitades 
dwelling  in  the  cities  of  Egypt,  Syria,  and  other  re- 
gions, it  would  be  more  dillicult  to  determine;  bat  ai 
they  commonly  possessed  equal  privileges  with  the 
other  inhabitants,  their  occupations  would  probably 
partake  of  the  same  diversity  of  character.  But  after 
the  storm  burst  upon  them,  their  circumstances  were 
everywhere  altered.  Those  who  were  not  in  the  ser* 
■vice  of  a  Gentile  master  were  often  reduced  to  great 
extremities  for  a  livelihood.    Juvenal  indeed  speaki 
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of  ihc  wealth  of  ihnse  at  Itame,  but  deacriliesliiem 
generally  as  sweepers  of  the  streets  in  cities, 
fellem  of  wood  in  the  country  ;  and  Martial  repre- 
.sents  them  as  venders  of  matches  for  broken  giass, 
fortune-tellers,  and  astrologers.'  Daring  the  gleami 
of  sDDshine  which  followed,  they  again  pursued  ai^ri- 
caltnre  and  commerce,  irere  permitted  to  enlist  i( 
the  armies  of  their  rulers  and  to  fill  olficea  in  ttie 
state  i  but  the  spirit  of  exclusion  from  these  c>ll- 
ings,  first  evinced  by  Justinian,  became  more  jealoM 
and  more  stringent  in  its  downward  progress  iot 
dark  ages;  nntil  at  length  scarcely  any  fueai 
subsistence  were  left  to  (lieni  but  money-lending  wi 
a  petty  trading  or  pedlaring.  la  following  tbMi 
callings,  they  have  not  io  their  dealings  with  Chrit- 
tiana  been  serapulous  of  fraud  :  which  tbey  see 
have  considered  as  only  a  fair  retaliation  npootk 
Gentile  for  the  wrongs  they  were  enduring  at  hii 
hand  ;  and  by  excessive  usury  and  great  parsimoa] 
they  speedily  accumulated  riches.  This  wealth  boa- 
ever  was  the  secret  incentive  to  many  of  those  pci' 
secutions  which  they  suffered :  God  in  this  ms 
still  "  smiting  Jndah  for  the  iniquity  of  bis  coTetonl- 
ness."  (I...  I,ii.  I!.) 

Their  present  condition  varies  in  some  respect*  in 
different  countries,  and  whilst  the  extremes  uf  |)o- 
verty  and  riches  are  to  be  found  among  tbem,  m 
their  moral  character  affected  hy  particular  circn 
stances.  Those  in  Russian  Poland  are  represented 
as  the  worst  in  any  Christian  state,  being  little  ebt 
than  a.  band  of  robbers,  who  endeavour  to  steal  and 
defraud  in  every  possible  way,  and  who  are  dead  U 
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all  sense  of  shame.^  Their  yalgar  greediness  of 
money  and  their  general  profligacy  have  brought  an 
odiam  on  the  Jews  of  Poland  in  general ;  with  whom 
however 'they  ought  not  to  be  confoanded.  Those  of 
liithaania  and  Coarland  are  likewise  much  degraded 
and  neglected,  and  are  commonly  either  smugglers 
or  slaves*'  The  dirty  habits  of  the  Ashkenazim  Jews 
in  general  (by  which  name  those  of  Poland  and  Ger- 
many are  commonly  distinguished,)  have  been  re- 
marked by  all  travellers ;  which  is  the  more  surprising 
when  their  ceremonial  purifications  are  considered. 
At  the  Hague,  the  street  in  which  they  reside  goes 
by  a  vile  name,  in  consequence  of  its  filthiness ;  as 
does  likewise  the  quarter  in  Prague  inhabited  by 
the  Zoharite  Jews.^  But  the  Sepharditfif  who  are  the 
descendants  of  the  Jews  of  Spain,  are  superior  in 
these  respects  to  the  Ashkenazim,  and  among  th'em 
are  to  be  found  many  of  cultivated  minds,  and  refined 
manners  and  habits.  In  other  respects,  if  we  except 
the  frequency  of  divorces,  the  moral  character  of  the 
Jews  is  by  no  means  inferior  to  that  of  their  Christian 
neighbours,  and  in  some  respects  superior.  They  are 
generally  abstemious ;  their  clothing,  furniture,  and 
food  are  much  plainer  than  among  Christians  of  the 
same  rank ;  and  they  practise  much  self-denial.^ 

The  afflictions  of  the  Jews  have  likewise  served  to 
knit  them  together,  in  a  much  closer  bond  of  national 
brotherhood.     If  any  are  injured  by  gentiles,  they 


*  Jonrnals  of  Messrs.  Hoff  and  McCaal,  Jew.  Exp.  1825. 

2  Jew.  Exp.  1817,  p.  73.  *  Ibid.  1825,  p.  34;  1827>  p.  230. 

4  McCaul's  Sketches.  The  Chasidim  indeed,  or  rather  theFrenkists, 
have  a  questionable  character ;  their  enemies  accusing^  them  of  the 
moBt  execrable  crimes ;  and  others  describing^  them  as  harmless  and 
indostrious.  The  incitements  to  licentiousness  among  them  cer- 
'tainly  would  appear  to  be  limited  to  their  Zadikim. 
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unite  aa  one  man  in  bchnlf  of  the  safTereis,  and  pn- 
vate  animosilies  are  laid  aside,  until  thetf  are  deli- 
vered or  redressed,  if  practicable.  Tbey  ate  aim 
particalailf  hospitable  to  each  other.  A  Jew  may 
travel  all  over  the  world  with  scarcely  a  peony  inliis 
pocket,  and  will  be  sure  to  meet  with  food  and  » 
welcome  wherever  there  are  Jews-  This  is  morr 
especially  the  case  if  he  is  learned  ;  for  learnioi  ii 
highly  prized  hy  them,  and  ranks  higher  ia  Ilieii 
estimation  than  wealtli ;  insomuch  that  the  riehesi 
man  woold  consider  it  an  honour  to  unite  his  daD|h- 
ter  to  a  learned  man,  however  poor.  Persons  of  k 
greater  resoorces  than  oor  middling  tradesmen  en- 
gage a  schoolmaster  or  tutor  for  their  families ;  a 
when  too  poor  to  pay  his  trifling  salary  themselm, 
several  families  unite  together  to  maintain  odc 
Sound  knowledge  is  oeverlheless  at  a  lowebb;fDi 
owing  (o  their  tooted  prejudices  against  the  sciencct 
and  literature  nf  the  gentiles,  learning  declined  wilb 
tbem,  in  proportion  hs  it  re?ived  among  the  Clitit- 
tians.  They  can  still  boast  of  men  of  great  taleoU 
and  eradilion ;  but  generally  speaking  the  ]e«t 
affect  learning  rather  than  possess  it.  Their  school- 
masters are  for  the  most  part  incompetent  to  lei 
their  pupils  to  any  thing  beyond  the  range  of  tl 
Talmud  ;  and  that  contains  little  which  is  calcalatrd 
to  enlarge  either  the  mind  or  the  heart, 

Wo  may  now  return  to  those  measures  which  ban 
been  adopted  in  many  of  the  slates  of  Europe  ki 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  Jews. 

Some  princes  have  granted  them  complete  e 
clpation,  placing  them  on  an  equal  fooling  with 
ewa  subjecU)  ^ro^id^  U^«s  will  eoitseiil  ta  u^iuti  i 
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•ervice  :  other  slates  have  conceded  certain  rights  of 
citisenahip,  as  the  permlssioii  to  trade,  possess  land. 
Etc'  These  edicts  have  been  accompanied  ii 
instancGi,  and  followed  in  others,  bj  further  decrees, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  improve  the  moral  and  reli- 
gious oonditi  on  of  the  Jews  without  acluall;  inter- 
fering with  their  faith ;  whilst  several  states  have 
adopted  this  latter  class  of  ordiuances  only,  hy  way 
of  preparing  the  Jewish  popalatioD  for  political  con- 
cessions. GoTenimenl  schools  for  their  children  ' 
have  been  established,  from  which  the  Talmud  has 
been  excloded,  and  Moses  and  (he  prophets  inlro- 
dnced  ;  the  masters  are  required  to  uudergo  a  pre- 
vioDs  examinalioD  as  to  their  campetencj',  and  the 
children  are  compelled  to  attend.  In  some  states 
the  worship  of  the  sjnagogue  has  been  interfered 
with,  so  far  as  to  enforce  order  and  decorum,— -to  en- 
sDretbe  efficiency  of  the  rabbi, — and  to  provide  a 
litnigy  in  the  vernacular  tongue.  Such  interference 
bas  not  of  course  been  palatable  to  the  Jews  i  in  Ba- 
varia and  Wurtembcrg  it  was  decidedly  resisted ;  bat 
the  police  sealed  np  the  synagogues  until  the  Jews 
submitted.'  Tn  the  year  181S  the  Emperor  Alexander 
of  Russia,  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  turn  their 
nttention  to  agriculture,  granted  a  tract  of  land,  in 
'.  tbe  government  of  Cherson  on  the  Black  Sea,  to  such 
'  as  cboae  to  remove  thither  and  settle,  and  a  colony 
of  4000  Jews  is  now  to  be  found  there.    Other  rulers 
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have  since  followed  bis  example,  and  a 

JQg  ta  lure  the  Jcwa  from  tlieir  traffic  to  agrii^ollarr, 

as  one  of  tbe  best  political  remeilies   for  llioae  evils, 

which    llie    iatolerance    of  their    pTcdecessois   Gril 

created. 

England  has  been  appareolly  lardj'  in  the  work  af 
emancipation.  The  Roman  Catholic  and  the  tiepti 
bare  been  set  free:  the  Jew  is  still  degraded.  It 
was  odI;  in  the  jear  1836  tbat  in  tbe  city  of  Londtm 
they  conld  become  freemen  ;  prior  to  which  period  i 
considerable  fine  was  inOicted  upon  them  for  liberty 
to  trade ;  and  they  still  are  unable,  without  baptism, 
to  become  possessed  of  lands,  Tbe  reason  howe»(r 
is  not  to  be  found  in  any  want  of  readiness  in  the 
British  public  to  remove  real  gfrievances  from  tht 
Jews,  but  from  the  fact  tbat  their  merely  polilioil 
partisans  in  England  are  disposed  to  claim  too  mmk 
for  Ibem,  and  to  force  tliem  into  positions  which  will 
give  them  a  control  over  Christianity  iiself;  merali 
out  of  a  zeal  against  e'very  thing  tbat  wonid  intpoMa 
restraint  upon  opinions  or  practice  in  politics  aod 
religion.  This  is  manifestly  the  ground  on  which  die 
iseveral  bills  introduced  into  tbe  British  Partiamenl 
in  behalf  of  tbe  Jews,  have  been  rejected. 

Efforts  have  likewise  been  made  to  improve  the 
spiritual  condition  of  the  Jews,  by  drawing  tbeir  at- 
tention to  the  nature  of  true  Christiaoity.  ToaltempI 
their  conversion  is  indeed  no  new  thing ;  a  seal  for 
proselyting  them  has  existed  Ibrougbout  tbe  darkest 
ages;  but  the  compulsory  or  the  unscriptural  chat- 
of  the  means  generally  employed  was  calcnlatnl 
only  to  produce  hypocrites.  Whether  they  fled  fron 
tbeir  royal  petseculots  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Ell| 
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and  France,  or  from  the  fanaticism  of  Crusaders 
and  Flagellmitg ; — whether  Ihej  were  shipwrecked 
upon  the  shores  of  Christian  kingdoms,  or  were 
foDnd  in  other  circumstances  ready  to  periBh  ; — the 
ctergj  wonld  not,  in  the  dark  ages,  allow  either  rc- 
foge  or  food  to  be  extended  to  Ihem,  but  at  the  price 
aShaptism.  In  the  seventeenlh  century  Sisebut com- 
pelled 90.000  Jews  by  imprisonment  and  stripes  to 
submit  to  baptisen  ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  of 
Spain  200,000  are  said  to  have  accepted  baptism  iu 
order  to  escape  tbe  miseries  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed. The  nnsalisfaclory  character  of  such  conver- 
Kiuos  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  council 
of  Toledo  enacted  laws  against  those,  tcho  continued  to 
oliltrvt  llteir  own  fcslicals,  and  alio  ntglecttd  the  tatra- 
nenti  and  Korthip  of  Chritt.  And  tbe  establishment 
of  tbe  Inquisitioa  in  1480  was  chiefly  for  the  purpose 
of  punishing  the  nominal  converts  of  Israel ;  liy  which 
tribanal  in  Seville  alone  280  Jews  were  burned  and 
17,000  variously  punished  in  one  year.' 

Some  again,  with  more  of  humanity,  though  still 
wilbout  nndcrstanding  the  true  mode  of  propagating 
tbe  gospel,  endeavoured  to  entice  the  Jews  to  Chris- 
tianity by  bribes.  Pope  Gregory  I.  remitted  tlie 
taxes  of  all  Jewish  converts,  and  emancipated  all 
Jewish  slaves,  immediately  on  their  receiving  bap- 
tism. Edward  1.  of  England,  when  he  confiscated 
tbe  goods  of  those  who  would  not  became  Christians, 
caused  half  the  produce  thereof  to  be  set  apart  for 
tbe  use  and  enconragement  of  those  who  would.'  The 

•  It  WBs  s  ttrlkinB  Instonce  nf  rclribotioii  on  (tie  Jews  tn  have  Eoch 
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success  of  these  measnres  was  sometimes  greater tt 
the  Christians  desired;  so  early  as  the  tiraeorTheo- 
dosias.  in  order  to  prevent  the  fraadtilence  of  thiue 
Jews  who  made  a  trade  of  bapiiam,  a  law  was  enacted 
to  restrict  Ihe  ordinance  to  such  only  as  conld  pro- 
dace  a  certiGoBte  of  previous  CLHstian  instrnctiiiii: 
whilst  Id  France,  duriug  the  fourteenth  centarjr,  the 
baptism  of  Jens  was  discouraged  by  tlie  coafiscalioB 
of  the  goods  of  the  proselyte.' 

But  spontaneous  aod  genniue  canvei 
tianity  have  likewise  frequently  occurred  from  amon; 
the  Jens,  sabsequcDt  to  Iheir  dispersion.  Hilar;  of 
Poictiers  was,  in  the  Gftli  century,  instro mental  ii 
convincing  many  of  the  Jews  of  Gaol ;  and  yetwu 
so  much  beloved,  even  by  those  who  coDtinned  iii 
Judaism,  that  at  his  death  he  was  generally  bo- 
wailed  by  them.  In  the  saaae  century  most  of  Ike 
Jewish  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Crete  I 
Christians.'  A  controversy  at  Minorca,  betweco 
Theodosius  a  Jew  and  the  Christian  bishop  SeTcfui, 
is  said  to  have  terminated  in  the  conversion  of  all  the 
Jews  of  that  island;  and  Ihe  entire  inhabitanti  ol 
Borium,  a  Jewish  town  in  Africa,  were  in  like  a 
converted  in  the  reign  of  Justinian.  In  England  in 
the  reign  of  Witliani  Rufus  there  appear  to  baW 
been  converts  both  willing  and  intelligent,' 


directing  theaheritFkaiidMillB  ». 
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^^^B  tile  tliirteeoth  century,  there  were  many 
^^^bsclyles,  chieQy  Ihroush  Ibe  controversies  of  Ray- 
^^^P^d  Martin.    Jerame  de  St.  Foi,  a  converted  Jew 
j^^VF  the  fifteenth  ceotiiry,  by  means  of  a  book  wljich 
p       lie  wrote,  called  Hchrmoinasiix,  waa  the  means  of  con- 
f       verting'  several  thousaads  of  his  brethren.'     In  the 
I        lixteentb  century,  the  celebrated   Hugh   Bronghton 
made  so  great  an  impression  on  the  Jews  of  tbs  con- 
tinent, that  many  were  strongly  drawn  toward  Chris- 
lianiry.'    In  tbe  reign  of  Queen  Anne  one  Marcus 
Moses,  a  Jew  of  considerable  indacnce,  heartily  re- 
ceived Jc9us  as  the  Messiah,  and  so  many  persous 
who  fallowed  his  example  were  left  destitute  in  con- 
sequence by  their  Jewish  relatives,  that  Parliament 
interfered  and  passed  an  act,  empowering  tbe  Lord 
Chancellor  to  compel  supplies  from  parents  or  kin- 
dred at  his  discretion.'    To  professor  Franke  how- 
Iever,  and  his  pious  and  learned  pupil  Dr.  H.  Cdllen- 
berg,  is  due  the  credit  of  making  the  first  sj'stemalic 
elTorts,   on   right  principles,   toward  the  conversion 
of  the  Jews;  in  which  Ihey  were  zealously  seconded 
L       by  the  Moravians.    They  founded  an  institution  at 
^     Halle  in  Prussian  Saxony  in   172S,  translated  the 
^    scriptures  into  Hebrew  and   Arabic,  and  sent  out 
._     Missionaries,  who  excited  a  deep  sensation  among 
^    tbe  Jews,  and  greatly  cunciliated  them  by  their  atl- 
I    mirable  spirit  and  deportment:  but,  as  Crante  has 
^   JDstly  observed,  "  the  hour  of  their  visitation  was 

I  In  the  same  contiirj  Vincent  Perrter,  a  Spsolurl,  Is  uld  to  hiive 
^    converted  tweqty-fiveUioiisanilJEwi  by  hi*  miiaolei  j  but  it  is  doubt- 
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lol  jrot  Rome,"  antl  no  decided  or  permanent  impres- 
ion  WIS  made.  NeTerthcle.HS  the  onaaJs  of  conver- 
ion  from  Judaism  to  real  Chrislianil;  daring  tliit 
ri-ntury  exhibit  ilie  names  of  several  dislinguUliad 
rabbios  and  learned  iodividuals,  whence  it  iD»y  gafelf 
he  inrcrred  tliat  there  waa  likewise  a  goodlj  eleclian 
i'rnm  nmong  the  lews  of  iaferiot  note.' 

The  wonder  ralhet  is  that  so  many  have  been  i 
vetlei)  during  this  period  Ibaa  so  fen.  UnreOcctiae 
perions  atiiibutc  )□  this  matter  loo  much  lo  the  stob- 
bornncM  of  the  Jew,  and  too  little  to  the  unravonr- 
ablo  pictore  of  Cfarislianilj  commonly  presented  la 
hii  view.  When  the  Jews,  in  Ihe  Roman  Calholic 
r-ountries  of  tlic  continent,  see  Christiaos  bowinj 
down  to  crosses  and  images  in  the  public  streets; 
when.  In  the  reformed  churches,  they  find  the  paston 
loo  cumniool}  inlidcl  in  sentiment;  when  Ihey  ul'- 
serfo  the  Sabbath  generallj'  desecrated,  and  the  mul- 
titude as  dissolale  in  morals  as  in  heathen  countries, 
they  naturally  inquire,  what  they  are  to  gain  bf  tke 
exchange  from  Judaism  to  Christianity.^ 

It  was  with  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  dii- 
cullies  to  be  encountered  from  the  boslttity  of  nb- 


^^edcrtcli  Alhreclit  AugnsU.  whci  btcams  pastor  of  Escbebsjc  It 
<Me  Gothai  TBbM  Judili  Monla,  (at  Aiaaica) -,  Nimte  Ai«I*i  i~ 

nir^luuier,  nsioed  Sells,  Ueodtl.  »id  Levi,  sevenlly  coidOu 
ti  dispntBtian  by  pmfnim  Eem ;  aai  nbbi  soIdruhi  DoIlEh, 

ir  of  a  CbriEeu  conengallon  tn  BaUud.    Di.  Wotf 

iDK  MonsSDl,  (the  uiclHit  Nimwh)  in  IBM,  oM  W' 

prizedatflndliigin  tbearkofthe  Je«EDf  t1iHpl(i«BHS.I)l«1W 
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^^^Ucal  bigotry,  the  beartleMness  of  nommal  Chris- 
^^H|H.  and  the  TroiTDS  of  a  practical  inndelilj,  that  in 
^^Hb9  a  small  band  of  pions  individuals  inslilnled 
I^^Tbe  London  Society  for  Proinoting  Christianity 
K  Bmong  the  Jews."  For  gome  years  it  struggled 
b  under  great  diBCOUragement ;  bat  at  length,  when 
tJie  motives  of  its  meniliers  came  to  be  belter  under- 
r'  stood,  the  condnct  of  its  missionaries  tested,  and  it 
■  was  manifest  to  the  Aws  that  all  were  moved  by  a 
»  spirit  of  love  for  Israel,  they  beE;an  to  appreciate 
■1  their  condnct,  and  to  Ibink  better  of  Christianity  j 
>      and  a  great  spirit  of  inquiry  was  the  resait  among 

(the  Jews  of  Germany  and   Poland,  where  they  exist 
in  the  greatest  numbers.'     In  tonns,  where  the  mis- 
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■tonaries  had  been  reliaOed  or  insulted  and 
booki  deslroyed.  they  were  now  Gordiall;  welcomed, 
So  preat  an  eagerness  was  maniresled  for  Uacts  and 
copies  of  the  lioly  scriptures,  and  of  the  New  Te«la- 
■oeot  in  particular,  that  in  some  instances  tliej  cum 
in  a  moiB,  and  boaght  all  the  copies  wliicb  tbe  nii- 
stonaiies  bad.  to  the  amount  of  many  buodred;  and 
nearlj'  tore  eacb  other  to  pieces  in  their  contest  for 
the  last  copies,  when  Ibe;  pefteived  tbe  soppl;  ran- 
nJDg  short.  Tbe  missionaries  were  likewise  so  vp- 
preised  by  the  crowds,  wlio  came  for  iostroctioii  Qi 
(liscussioD,  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  atteoded  ij 
the  police,  who  admitted  only  a  certain  snmberali 
lime-'  In  some  places  Christjan  inn-keepers  look 
advantage  of  their  eagerness  to  demand  rooaej  fbr 
admission:    in   other  places  Jewish  ina-keepen  N- 

Jemi1W«tt,iD  their  KportfDrlsai.atHiMlf/iOM,  aDduOeTiit- 
tilu  tolenbl)'  uxiuatc  lateUiecDcc  (rom  Ibelr  misalonuie^  IbU  t: 
man  vrolalily  near  tbe  majk.  Tbn  resile  mBy  couBolt  os  tUipDiU, 
if  bcdcrimfurtbcrLiifanijiiliaii,  Dr.  Wolff's  Jo  umal  for  tssD,  WiIA's 


nc  attemoou,  1  expected,  from 
a  tbe  street,  tbmt  bU  wu  otr  Ra 
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I   payment  of  the  missionary  for  his  board  and 

tgiDg,  declaring  themselves  the  gaincra,  and  blesa- 

n  when  he  departed.    The  Jews  also  flocked  to 

lie  missionaries,  when  they  happened  to  be  iii- 

o  preach  in  Christian  churches ;  and  in  several 

ces  olTered  their  owa  synagognes  for  the  same 

fpoae.' 

le  excitement  has  not  been  conGncd  to  tho  Jews 

V'Enrope.     Those  df  Damascus  have  been  seen 

■iting  in  the  streets  for  the  last  copies  of  the  New 

Mtament,  which  the  missionary  had  to  distribute; 

ite  of  Cairo  have  exhausted  his  strength  by  the 

ich  they  have  flocked  to  his  lodgingB 

r  instruction;    and  Dr.  Wolff  in  Jerasalem  and 

.  Dattoo  in  Alexandria,  have  been  permitted  to 

preach  in  their  synagogues.-    At  Ispahan  and  Sbiraz 

the  former  enterprising  missionary  had  opportunities 

allowed  him  of  preaching  to  congregations  of  several 

hundreds  of  his  brethren  at  a  time;  and  they  not  only 

received  with   gladness  the    New   Testament  thcm~ 

selves,  hot  forwarded  copies  to  the  Jews  of  other 

cities ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  afterwards  found 

himself  known  and  welcomed  in  almost  all  the  places 

which  lie  visited  in  Mesopotamia.^    A  considerable 

spirit  of  inquiry  and  desire  for  the  holy  scriptures 

has  likcwi.se  been  excited  among  the  Jews  of  Mo- 

Thesc  things,  however,  have  not  in  all  places  been 
snfiered  to  pass  olT  quietly,  either  from  the  Jews 
themselves,  or  from  their  Mahomclan  masters.  In 
Palestine  especially  the  authorities  are  every  where 
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jealous  of  Ihe  Jews  being  Donverted  to  ChriMiaDltT  i' 
and  the  bigoled  Israelites  themselTcs  take  adtanuit 
of  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Maliumetan  goveranuii* 
to  persecute  those  of  their  brethren  who  sppcir 
seriously  inclined  toward  CbriBlianity.  One  inxtaniw 
ofthU  kind  terminated  in  results  ol'so  much  iatcrctt 
and  importance,  that  it  deserves  to  be  related. 

Some  copies  of  Ihe  New  Teaiaoient,  dislribated  bj 
the  miaslonarj  Wolff  in  Palestine,  found  their  war 
to  Constantinople,  and  excited  mnch  inquiry  tmotif 
the  Jews  of  that  city.'  The  Rev.  J.  Hartley,  an  Eagli^ 
missionary,  happening  to  be  in  ConalantinopU)  at  the 
time,  gave  instraction  to  certain  of  them  ;  ud  lk« 
result  was,  that  three  were  baptised.  ThoireangBd 
brethren,  by  bribing  the  Turkish  authorities,  caawd 
thenitobethrown  into  prison,  where  Ihey  were  kept m 
an  allowance  of  food  barely  sullicieDt  to  austaia  life; 
and  throughout  their  imprisonment,  which  ooolinanl 
nearly  twelve  months,  were  repeatedly  seourged,  bas- 
tinadoed, and  put  to  the  torture.  Most  of  the  J««i 
who  visited  them  came  only  to  aggravate  their  laiscr; 
by  insult ;  hut  a  few  nevertheless  secretly  enooaragrd 
them  to  stand  Srin,  with  the  assurance  thai  tnaa; 
were  deeply  interested  in  their  perseverance.  Tba 
son  of  a  rich  banker  of  Constantinople,  Ihe  personal 
friend  of  one  of  the  confessors,  returned  at  tbis  period 
from  Germany,  and  immedialely  hastened  to  the 
prison,  in  the  confidence  that  ho  could  rcaaoft  bi) 
friend  out  of  his  supposed  error;  but  the reault i(tt* 
discussion  was  his  own  conversion  to  tha 


1  Jewish  Eip.  1839;  Bim  WHsh's  NBi™ti.e.    Hr.  Walsh  OwcriM 
the  Coiisluitlaopli!  Jcwi  u  Che  moat  fierce 
vtceediDK'ly  Jvt  tn  nioialB,  and  tmajtt  to  n 
gitiow  uodutiUBci  loi  Vat  Bake  of  aahry. 
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,  and  his  being  in  turn  abandonei]  by  his 
,  nnd  subjected  to  Ibe  sanie  oruelties  &s  the 
r  three.  Tlie  foriilude  of  one  at  length  gavti 
,  and  he  recanted  ;  the  r::maining-  three  were 
li  after,  through  the  interferonus  of  British  resi- 
Haad  the  Armenian  cleigy,  set  at  liberty;  but 
W  release  being  followed  by  the  baptiam  ofseVGral 
ir  Jews,  the  wliule  of  them,  in  number  about  six- 
e  banished  to  Smyrna.  This  further  act  of 
vaa  overrated  for  the  conversion  of  seveiaJ 
8  of  the  latter  cily,  without  deterring  those  of 
Coastkntinople  from  coming  forward  :  the  Arme- 
nians daily  baptised  numbers,  and  declared  that 
Ibere  vere  as  many  ns  ttro  tbousaod  who  were  dcsir- 
OQS  of  becoming  Christians:  but  the  Jews,  in 
meanwhile,  successfully  practised  on  the  jeali 
and  biplry  of  the  Moslems,  and  the  Armenians  ' 
stenily  lorbidden  to  interfere.  Many  secret  nonverts 
bttwevei  quilled  Constantinople  for  Poland  a 
German/,  and  in  those  countries  obtained  the  object 
of  their  vishes — baptism.' 

Nor  his  the  career  of  the  missionaries  among  the 
Jews  in  Germany  and  Poland  been  unaiiended  with 
oppositioi.  The  rabbiea  have  in  several  instances 
endeavou-ed  to  destroy  the  Christian  books;  they 
hare  reso-ted  to  the  anathema  in  the  synagogues; 
in  some  flacea  they  have  induced  parents  to  with- 
draw theii  children  from  the  missionary  schoolB; 
and  in  nuneroas  instances  Jewish  converts  to  Chris- 
liaiiity  haiebeen  forced  to  endure  the  must  serious 
privations  ind  ill  treatment  from  their  relatives.   The 

■  See  Ibe  Lclcrs  of  H.  Harkei,  Esq.,  BrlllHh  CdobuI 
mnKeT.  W.  B,I«nlH,  li.  LsEies.  and  J.  Vnnnuj  Jei 
IW7>  laWtUdUDnUUr  IiiteUI(eOD«r,  i«U. 
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limid  Jens  bave,  under  such  ci  renin  stance*, 

the  missionaries;  the  prorane  bave  been  emboldenec 

10  insult  and  even  to  assanil  them.' 

It  is  calcalaled  to  excite  ablush  on  ihecbeektC 
Chrialian  readers  to  be  informed,  that  the  parallel 
with  llie  East  holds  good  in  Europe  in  other  respetti. 
Christian  autboritics  are  somelitnes  Totind.  who  frcwn 
upon  or  obstracl  the  work  of  Jewish  evangeliRaVoK' 
Even  in  Protestant  states,  owing  to  the  deadeiing 
inQueiice  of  neology  aod  worldlineaa,  the  missioitrj 
has  been  apprehended  and  imprisoned,  or  aen^  be- 
j'ond  the  frontiers:  °  and  whilst  the  Jews  havebcM 
encontaged  by  these  nominal  Protestaats  tn  retile 
the  missionary,  the  Jewish  convert  has  been  remised 
hy  them  with  coldness  and  disdain.* 

Nevertheless,  the  result  in  Europe  of  the  laponof 
Christian  missionaries  has  been  a  total  of  aclial  bi]^ 
tisms  amounting  to  about  4000  in  the  PntesUnt 
churches  of  the  continent!  of  which  nnmbertho  aS- 
cial  government  returns  up  to  ihe  year  ISS  she* 
that  1888  had  occnrred  in  the  Prussian  dnntnioH 
alone,  where  Ihe  cause  was  piously  ptomattd  by  the 
sovereign.  Among  the  converts  are  Jews  o'tbe  first 
reputation  for  sciendSc  and  literary  atuinmenti, 
numerous  rabbies.  and  about  fifij  who  an  now  or- 
dained clergymen,  acting  as  missionariei  tn  their 
yet  benighted  brethren,   or  as  pastors  of  Chrislisn 

<  Journal  of  Mosn.  MgriU.  M'Canl,  WoBt,  and  Bac«)  Jeaiit 

«  Tlili  tapprned  to  the  mtaiiDnBir  Becker  n  Denai  In  list,  tn 
Dr.  M'Ciul  at  BrcilBD  In  1330,  {tboueh  ttae  klDK  d(  Pnmia  iftti- 

»t   Blotzhelin  In  AlucB  In  1B3D;   nlso  kt  Aurieh    ud  Konlai  hi 

■  ThclwaU'i  I^etten,  J.  Exp.   ISIS)  Noe)C<>ii*a  Jomw),  HdBlbll 
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congre  gal  ions.'  The  number  also  who  have  received 
baplism  in  Romnii  Cnlliolic  countries  mus(,  from 
various  causes,  be  considerable.  Besides  actual 
faaplisms,  there  is  likewise  a  broad  and  deep  under- 
carrent  of  coDviction  among  the  Jews,  Id  numerous 
instances  the  studj  of  the  Talmud  is  laid  aside  Tor 
the  holj  scriptures;  they  are  dissatisfied  with  Ju- 
daism;  and  a  persuasion  ia  gaining  ground  among 
the  elder  Jens,  that  the  next  gencraiiou  of  Israditea 
will  all  become  Chrislians.' 

But  there  is  likewise  ao  unravourablc  side  of  the 
picture.  The  contagion  of  inlidelilj'  among  the  nomi- 
aal  Christians  of  the  continent  has  extended  to  the 
Jews.  Since  the  more  recent  revolution  in  France, 
or  "ghriaiu  daya  of  1830,"  (as  Ihej  are  called,)  their 
character  in  that  country  has  manifestly  altered  for 
the  worse.  Religion  is  now  generally  despised  by 
them  ;  so  that  those  who  attempt  to  speak  to  Ibem 
even  of  Moses  and  llie  prophets  are  insulted.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  Jews  of  Alsace,  the 
Netherlands,  Switzerland,  Denmark,  Rotterdam,  and 
the  parts  of  Germany  cliielly  infected  with  neology, 
who,  since"  the  cnrrent  of  aiowed  inlidclily  has  set 
in  from  France,  have  been  drawn  into  its  vortex.' 

As  regards  the  present  paiitical  condition  of  the 

■  Amone  tbc  leamnd  ivbt  be  mentjaneil  the  dubcs  of  Sr.  Jfltelln 
of  TrecTea,  Meander  of  Berllo,  Branis  of  Breslan.  BtHhl  nf  ErluiEeii, 
Cuppadoee  and  Leo  of  Amsterdam;  Ha  CtHta  aE«n,  Che  poet,  uul 


1  See  the  JDiirnaU  ot  Meisn.  £»sl<!,  I 
Uyion,  and  Oitler,  JewUh  Eip.  ]«3t,  pp.  ffj 
IBM,  p.  Ida.  ia»,  p.  41,  Jewlib  Intel.  1B37,  p 
txriy  Review,  Ju.  lesff, 
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Jews,  nolwithslaDdiDg-  tbe  deerees  in  their  bchlll 
wliicli  have  been  passed,  the  Christian  reader  will  lie 
deceived  if  lie  concludei  that  the  reproacli  i>r  lirael 
is  yet  "  rolled  away  from  off  all  the  earth."  Tbe  pab- 
Itc  mind  has  rccenllj  been  startled  by  Ibc  report  of 
cruelties  and  injustice  to  wbicb  Ibe  Jews  of  Dan 
ens  and  Rhodes  have  been  subjected,  as  if  sneb  i>- 
slances  of  persccntion  and  oppression  were  a  noielli 
in  these  limes.  But  in  the  East  tbe  Jews  have  >lt 
along  been  exposed  to  them,  though  Uieir  wronft 
haTc  failed  until  now  in  arresting  panicnlar  alien* 
tion.  In  the  year  1S23,  at  tbe  same  Dantascns,  kil 
the  Jews  suspected  of  havin}^  properly  were  tbrawn 
into  prison,  and  compelled  to  pa;  forty  Ihousaad 
parses  or  lose  their  beads.'  At  Safet,  ia  1831,  Ibeii 
faoDSGS  were  stripped,  and  great  personal  cmeltiei 
inllicled  upon  Ibem,  for  the  like  purpose  of  extortiag 
money;  and  generally  in  Syria  they  were  compelleil 
to  work  for  the  Turks  without  payment,  being  ba«IJ- 
nadoed  if  they  remonstralcd.  The  lowest  fallaah 
would  stop  them  when  travelling,  and  demand  muaej 
as  a  riphl  due  to  the  Musselman ;  which  robbery  « 
liable  to  be  repealed  several  limes  a  day  upog  the 
same  Jew.'  Throu^hoot  the  East  tbey  lue  obliged  to 
atfect  poverty  in  order  to  conceal  their  wealth  ;  the 
rulers  in  those  countries  making  no  scruple  of  sciidog 
what  they  can  discover.  And  though  not  interdicted 
from  holding  land,  yet  the  enormous  laxes  demanded 
of  ihcm  (equal  to  one-third  of  the  produce,  whilst  tbt 
Mahaineians  pay  only  one-tenth),  cffeotaally  excltui* 
them  from  agriculture. 
Tbe  occupation  of  Syria  by  the  Egyptia 
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e  tbe  bard  condition  of  the  Jews  of  Palestiai 
e  still  defraaded  and  insulled ;  the  rommon- 
ir  would  seize  tlie  most  respectable  Israelite, 
f  compel  him  by  blows  to  sweep  the  streets,  and  to 
Irorut  the  most  degrading  offices.  The  contempt 
D  which  they  are  held  by  Mahometans,  how- 
ir  difficalt  (o  be  accounted  for,  exceeds  that  which 
they  liave  experienced  in  Chrislian  lands.  In  the 
East  Ihey  are  truly  become  a  proverb,  the  term  Jew 
being  applied  despiterully,  as  the  most  reproaclifal 
and  degrading  known,' 

Even  the  Ckrittiana  of  Sjria  manifest  a  degree  of 
malignity  and  contempt  for  the  Jews,  nut  witnessed 
in  other  places :  the  Nestorians  in  particular  enter- 
tain a  bitter  hatred  toward  them;  and  were  a  Jew 
to  set  his  foot  within  the  church  of  tbe  Holy  Scpal- 
chre  at  Jerusalem,  be  would  be  stoned  by  the  Chrts- 
tians  of  all  denomlDatioos."  It  is  to  be  feared  indeed, 
Iiowe*er  the  Jews  may  have  settled  down  as  quiet 
citizens  in  Europe,  that  the  ancient  enmity  against 
Christians  is  also  cherished  by  tliem  with  the  same  bit- 
terness as  formerly:  and  that,  if  opportunity  offered, 
it  would  exhibit  iiaelf  with  the  same  violence.  When 
the  Greek  insurrection  broke  oat  in  1S23,  the  Jews 
came  eagerly  forward  on  the  part  of  the  Turks  against 
the  Greeks,  especially  tbe  Jews  of  Constantinople; 
which  the  Greeks  howeyer  severely  revenged  by  mnr- 
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■'  Wb  pitched  our 


nuy,  wlica  uilratls  or 
bn  offtetiftiTe  Co  polite  ea 
04,  "  I  beg  paidoD.  « 


UBt  round,"  brthcjtev.  J.  3utui£l,p. 


«■  PrenanUt,  p.  U|  I 


Jewa  themselvea  parading  tlie  streets  ij 
iag  Christ,  the  Christians,  and  the  pth 
treBlinK  all  Christians  whom  they  raet>< 
Id  Persia  the  condition  of  the  Jews 
than  in  Syria.  Often  whilst  the;  ar« 
their  sjnagogues,  a  soldier  {:nters  with 
the  Shah  for  monej;  the;  are  oomi 
withnut  payment;  and  their  women  ai 
ousif  taken  front  tliem,  witboat  tbeir 
niur.  Theii  poverty  and  wrelchednesi 
understood  by  the  fullowing  graphic  del 
10  Dr.  Wolff,  before  he  visited  Shin 
melaa :  "  Every  house  in  Shiraz  with 
entrance  is  a  Jew's.  Etery  coal  n 
mended  is  a  Jew's.  Every  man  with 
hair  turban  is  a  Jew.  Every  one  pick! 
jClass  and  asking  for  old  shoes  and  sai 
This  desoriplion  was  afterwards  cm 
doetor'a  own  obserfatioD,  who  found  a 
in  the  street  of  their  quarter  sittinfC 
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is  consequently  subject  to  the  most  wanton  insults. 
The  boys  for  their  pastime  beat  and  torment  the  Jew- 
ish children:  the  men  kick  and  buffet  the  adults. 
They  walk  into  their  houses  at  all  hours,  and  take  the 
grossest  freedoms  with  their  wives  and  daughters,  the 
Jews  invariably  coming  off  with  a  sound  beating  if 
they  venture  to  resist.^  In  1804  those  of  Algiers  were 
subjected  to  horrible  tortures,  being  suspended  from 
the  walls  by  long  ropes  with  hooked  nails  at  the  ends, 
merely  because  they  had  unsuspectingly  lent  money 
to  persons  who  were  secretly  conspiring  against  the 
Dey ;  nor  were  they  released  without  the  payment 
of  a  large  sum.^  In  1827  the  Dey  threw  a  rich  Jew 
into  prison  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  extort  from 
him  500,000  Spanish  dollars.'  At  Tripoli  the  bashaw 
extorted  a  large  sum  from  them  on  account  of  the 
drought,  which  he  declared  them  to  be  the  cause  of.^ 
Mr.  £wald,  after  describing  the  beauty,  fertility,  and 
prosperity  of  the  island  of  Gerba  in  Morocco,  *'  where, 
if  any  where,  (he  says)  every  one  lives  quietly  be- 
neath his  own  viae  and  fig-tree,'*  next  speaks  of  the 
Jews  as  the  only  exception,  among  whom  he  nowhere 
witnessed  greater  poverty  and  oppression ;  insomuch 
that  he  could  have  imagined  he  was  beholding  the 
Israelites  of  £gypt  in  Pharaoh's  time,  under  their 
taskmasters.  They  were  the  quarry  men,  hewers  of 
wood,  and  drawers  of  water;  their  food  consisted  en- 
tirely of  barley  flour  with  salt  and  water;  and  they 
were  altogether  in  an  abject  state  of  slavery.  Since 
the  occupation  of  Algiers  by  the  French,  the  political 
condition  of  the  Jews  in  that  part  of  Morocco  is  im- 

»  Riley's  Travels,  &c.  I817. 

S  Dr.  Naudi's  Letters,  J.  Exp.  I8I7,  p.  77. 

3  Jew.  Exp.  1827,  p.  J  84.  4  Ibid.  182». 
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proved ;  but  Iheir  rcligioiia  state,  from 

imbilied  the  French  infidelity,  is  more  hopelea&- 

If  British  Christians  Lave  heen  sorprisod  lo  find, 
from  the  instances  at  Datnaacas  and  Rhodes,  Dial 
the  Jews  are  still  persecuted  in  the  East,  still  leu 
can  the;  be  aware  nf  the  oppression  which  the)  jtt 
sniTer  in  many  parts  of  Gorope,  especially  in  Piptl 
countries.  The  exeoulion  of  the  ordinances  in  theii 
behalf,  published  since  the  French  RevDlatian  or 
1792,  have,  it  is  to  be  feared,  not  been  Berioaslyia- 
(ended  in  some  instances ;  whilst  in  otheia,  where  Ibt 
rulers  have  probably  been  aincerc,  the  execulion  of 
the  edicts  has  been  prevented  by  tbeir  sobjecti,— 
their  very  promulgation,  in  soiae  cases,  having  pro- 
duced popular  tumults. 

In  many  parts  of  Germany  they  still  cannot  traocl 
from  town  to  town,  nor  pass  a  single  night  within  Ik 
walla,  without  paying  a  tax  not  required  from  olh« 
persons,  and  being  sabjecled  loregnlalions  which  an 
both  frivolaus  and  humiliating.  Neither  in  Pelcn- 
bnrgh  or  Moscow  are  Jewish  visitors  allowed  tore- 
main  above  a  week  without  obtaining  a  fresb  pass- 
port.' The  resident  Jews  of  Hamburgh,  Lubeck, 
Bremen,  and  Frankfort  are  burthened  with  oppressiie 
taxes,  not  imposed  on  others;  whilst  arbitrary  and 
capricious  restrictions  are  from  time  to  time  impased 
upon  them  in  the  wny  of  trade.'     Such  indeed  is  Ibt 
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spirit  of  commercial  jealousy  agraiast  them,  that  the 
members  of  the  trades  anions  in  those  towns  refase 
to  work  or  even  to  associate  with  Jews ;  ^  and  in  1818 
a  decree  of  the  Senate  was  published  at  Lubeck,  en- 
acting that  any  person  acting  for,  or  in  any  way 
transacting  business  with  a  Jew,  shall  for  the  first 
offence  be  fined,  and  for  the  second  imprisoned,  and 
lose  his  right  of  citizenship ;  and  that  any  clerk,  por- 
ter, or  menial  servant  living  with  a  Jew  shall  be  im- 
prisoned and  expelled.'  In  1818  the  Jews  were  ex- 
pelled from  Meiningen,  which  measure  was  only  part 
of  a  more  general  persecution,  thus  narrated  in  a 
London  journal: — "  The  desire  of  insulting  the  Jews 
seems  as  if  it  was  spread  all  over  Germany.  Begin- 
ning at  Wurtzburg,  it  has  extended  not  only  to  Bam- 
berg and  Frankfort,  but  also  to  Dumbstadt,  Mentz, 
and  Prague,  where  the  Jews  are  very  numerous.  The 
watchword  is  Hepf  Hep,  (derived  from  the  initial  let- 
ters of  Hierosolyma  estperdita, — Jerusalem  is  lost,)  first 
raised  by  the  German  crusaders  in  1097."'  In  1830 
at  Hamburgh,  Breslau,  and  other  places,  the  popu- 
lace rose  against  them,  with  cries  of  **  Doidh  with  the 
Jews;"  and  in  the  former  city  forty-five  of  the  rioters 
were  killed  by  the  military,  before  the  tnmult  could 
be  subdued.^  At  Neuenhaven,  so  lately  as  the  year 
1834,  a  boy  being  found  murdered,  the  people,  as  at 
Rhodes,  concluded  the  Jews  had  done  it,  for  the  sake 
of  superstitiously  using  his  blood,  and  an  assault 
upon  them  ensued,  by  which  many  suffered.^ 

In  Poland  the  privileges  which  were  granted  to 

1  Jew.  Exp.  1828,  p.  266.  The  same  anti-social  spirit  exists  among: 
tbe  higher  classes  at  Amsterdam  and  thronghoat  Hanover.  (Letters 
of  Rev.  Lewis  Way,  J.  Exp.  1818.) 

3  Jew.  Exp.  1819.  s  New  limes,  Aug.  28, 1819. 

4  Jew.  InteL  1830,  p.  U6.  &  Jew.  Intel.  1834,  p.  174. 
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tbem  in  the  time  of  Casimir  the  Great  have  looff  since 
been  withdrawn,  and  they  are  now  every  where  in- 
salted  and  maltreated.  The  Polish  children  are  from 
the  cradle  taught  to  spit  opon  and  curse  them ;  and 
they  are  robbed  and  defrauded  by  the  older  inhabit- 
ants without  being  able  to  obtain  redress.^ 

They  have  been  banished  from  Norway ;  in  which 
country  not  a  single  Jew  is  now  to  be  found.* 

In  Italy,  so  recently  as  the  year  1824,  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  badge  was  revived ;  s  and  in  1827  Leo  XII. 
directed  the  provisions  of  an  ediet  of  1775  to  be  en- 
forced, whereby  the  Jews  were  forbidden  to  have 
Christian  servants,  and  Christians  were  forbidden  to 
have  converse  with  Jews.  They  are  not  allowed  to 
quit  the  Ghetto  for  the  purpose  of  attending  fiairs, 
without  a  special  licence;  and  if  a  licence  be  granted, 
it  may  be  refused  by  the  bishop,  inquisitor,  or  vicv 
of  the  town  to  which  it  is  directed,  (which  it  is  sare 
to  be,  unless  the  said  bishop,  inquisitor,  &c.,  be  soit- 
ably  bribed,)  and  when  permitted  to  remain,  the  term 
of  residence  is  limited  to  three  days,  during  which 
the  poor  Jew  is  obliged  to  attend  to  numerous  frivo- 
lous and  vexatious  regulations,  for  the  breach  uf  aoy 
one  of  which  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  thirty  crowns,  im- 
prisonment, and  other  punishment  at  discretion.* 

In  Spain  the  Jews  dare  not  even  now  reside  avow- 

*  HerschcU's  Brief  Sketch,  pp.  8,  29;  Dr.  Pinkerton's  Letters,  Jew. 
Exp.  2816. 

2  Letters  from  the  North  of  Europe,  by  C.  B.  Elliott,  Esq.  p.  IQl. 

3  The  King  of  Sardinia  removed  the  badge  in  1816 ;  but  by  the  same 
edict  the  Jews  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  holding  houses  or 
lands,  and  five  years  were  granted  to  them  for  disposing  of  those 
already  possessed. 

4  Jewish  Exp.  1827,  P-  182;  and  Herschell's  Strictures.  Neverthe- 
less, the  Jews  of  Sardinia,  and  likewise  of  Venice,  enjoy  considerable 
privileges.  (See  the  Report  of  the  Ch.  of  Scotland  Deputation;  and 
Captain  Wright's  Travels,  pp.  09,  74.) 
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My  as  Jews ;  and  those  vrbo  assume  Christianity  as 
a  mask  are  orien  jealously  walched.  Sorecently  aaid 
the  year  1827,  a  person  wbo  had  negleclod  to  attend 
confession,  was  tried  Tor  the  heresy  of  Judaism,  and 
put  to  death.'  DisaimaialioD  has  neTcrlheiess  been 
carried  on  by  Jews  in  that  country  to  an  incredible  ex- 
tent; instances  being  on  record  of  their  taking  holy 
orders,  and  even  hecoming  jadges  of  the  inquisitorial 
conrts,  and  yet  practising  Judaism  in  secret.* 

The  continued  existence  of  the  Jews,  and  as  a 
peculiar  and  distinct  people,  nolwithstaudinj^  the 
unparalleled  tribulations  they  have  undergone,  is  at 
once  the  problem  and  the  standing  miracle  of  the 
vorld.  Various  devices  have  been  employed  by 
potent  enemies  to  eifect  the  destruction  of  their  re- 
ligion, or  to  exterminate  them  as  a  people ;  they 
have  been  trampled  upon  successively  hy  the  Egyp- 
tian, the  Assyrian,  the  Chaldean,  the  Persian,  the 
Greek,  the  Roman,  the  Papist,  the  Mahommedan  ; 
jet  no  weapon  formed  against  them  has  prospered, 
to  as  to  effect  their  extinction  or  their  amalgamation 
with  the  Gentiles.  They  are  yet  found  "  sifted  among 
all  nations  ;  "  as  well  in  the  more  remote  and  bar- 
barnns  countries,  as  in  those  which  are  more  civil- 
ised and  better  known  ;  in  alt  which  they  still  may  he 
said  "to  dwell  alone,"  being  distinguished  by  strongly 
marked  characteristics  from  the  other  families  of  the 
human  race. 

That  Israel  should  be  thus  wonderfully  preserved, 
would  of  itself  justify  the  conclusion,  that  God  must 

)  JewlsUElp,  1327,  p.  IB*. 

3  See  a  Hislarr  of  Ibc  Jews  or  Buhaij,  by  L.  AddliOD,  (atbcc  ol 
■uthor  u(  the  3p«ctatar. 
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liB.ve  ulterior  purposes  to  accomplish  b;  tben.  Bat 
we  are  not  left  to  deri»e  this  from  inrereocw:  Ihe 
sacred  oracles  abound  with  predictions  of  Iheii  (alitt 
rcstoratiuD,  when  they  will  cojoy  a  glory  and  domi- 
nion, and  a  slate  of  holiness,  prosperity,  and  pcnm- 
nencB,  tranBcendiog  all  that  has  ever  ye(  been  wit- 
nessed in  the  world ;  and  though  they  h>Te  liu 
among  tlie  pols,  and  their  plumage  has  tberebjr  be- 
come marred,  yet  shall  Ibey  be  as  the  wings  of  biIotc 
covered  with  silver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellov 
gold.  (Psalm  Ixviii.  13.) 

Christian  expositors  of  all  ages,  down  into  fte 
last  century,  have  unanimously  concurred  ii 
expectation  of  a  literal  restoration  bolb  of  J 
and  Ephraim,  as  declared  by  the  propbels : 
only  of  late  yaars  that  some  hate  adopted  an  |II» 
gorical  and  incongruous  mode  of  interpreting  1] 
scriptures  which  relate  to  it;  to  which  tbej  ban 
apparently  been  driven  by  the  seeming  impossibililf 
of  the  return  of  the  7'en7'ri&»,  who  have  latterly  beet 
so  withdrawn  from  the  observation  and  researdes  «f 
the  Christian  church,  as  to  have  acqairod  tl 
lation  of  "  the  lost  tribes." ' 
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^^T'his  is  no  sufficient  reason  for  departing  from  the 
true  inlerprelalion  of  God's  word,  nor  for  despairing 
of  the  event :  were  the  whole  world  searched  over, 
and  DO  palpable  vestiges  of  Ephiaim  could  be  disco- 

&e."  llanlalnl.  II— 16.1  hul  tha  rcstoratinn  ftnra  Babylon  was  only 


I.  In  UiBt  day  the  i 


4.  Kwrv  au  of  ihera  la  LikewlsD  to  be  Chen  pitliereii,  even  if  ilrtven 
not  to  aia  Datoiint  pgm  of  hoavoo  ;  (Deut.iil.S.  iMialiiUli,  6— y.) 
but  all  admit  that  ■  mull  porlim  4m!t  at  the  captivity  returned  Itoill 
Bahyioo,  the  rest  preferring  tn  rem^n  behind. 

s.  When  rettDTM  they  are  to  be  ndcti  over  by  the  bonie  of  Dacii; 
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plate  enbrcnlo 
tl*ny. 


a  tbey  shall  be 
n*.  Greeks,  By- 


thu  leu  ctlh« 
i>  deitltati 
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*ered,  wc  ought  not  to  queation, — more  e8p«ciill; 
after  tiie  proofs  ne  have  had  of  the  literal  fulfilment 
of  the  propliecies  concerning  Israel  hitherto,— Ibit 
the  remainder  will  be  as  accurately  aocomplishcd  in 
due  time.  We  are  doI  however  without  traces  of  the 
remains  of  these  tribes;  and  a  brief  notice  of  tbe 
evidence  concerning  them  will  form  an  appropiiitc 
coDclasion  to  this  Tolume. 

That  they  were  living  in  the  time  of  JosepliDi,  ul 
in  the  places  whither  they  were  first  transplaated,  ii 
evident  from  the  following  passage:  "  There  are  ftw 
iHbei  living  in  Asia  and  Europe,  in  subjection  to  tlie 
Romans ;  but  the  ten  Iribet  are  beyond  the  Eophn- 
tes  to  this  time  :  "  '  which  testimony  shews  likewiae. 
that  he  considered  them  as  quite  distinct  from  Jadak 
and  Benjamin,  and  not  to  have  been  restored  to  ft- 
lesline.  They  are  declared  by  Salpitius  Senroi 
and  his  contemporary  Jerome,  who  lived  in  IhefitU 
century,  to  have  still  resided  in  the  same  ptacesji 
their  days.^    The  subsequent  conquests  of  the  tit- 

B  purpose  thai  the  Jcvb  an,  eRa  the  i 


Babjion, 

laUed  /mu!  by  Eira ,  for  any  of  the  triba  mM  >" 

■  and  Eita,w)iea  he  la  parttculw,  apaaks  or  that  con- 

UiRt retur 

ed  a)  Judaft  a^kl  BiMjieHlll.  (Bira  1.  J  I  iv.  1.) 

Pinally,  Z 

ccbarlati,  «)ioiiroptieaiedV>n'(A>  rrtum  fnm  Biii- 

lEUDctir  p 

rodicb  the  restoralion  of  the  Ten  'Mbes.  bj  the  sub 

leph  and  ffpAroim,  as  nn  event  jet  fuhire.  (Zech.  i.) 

septana  cells  tbe  dlBtrlct  inhabited  by  tHen  .1.1iak».    Snte 

U  to  the  same  place,  betMen  the  TigrU  and  /«a> 

at  J  bnl  ca. 

riUne  Ihe  Hebrew  Hulah,  nbH-  (Jiseirti.  de  BOL 

c,  as.  An 

.Ub.ll.Si  HI,  9,  Strabn, Ub.  Id.  xvi.  Bochut.  1». !•. 

Ufa,  OP  Joel  ill.  6,  "  They  dwell  iD  tbe  cltlet  V* 

talDBOfV 

■!ltatothisday;"aniiinbl!Oote.on  Uoaea— -nq 

Uie  Ptrnan  Unm  to  (his  dax."     Salpldui  nyt ;    ■■  TiM  la 
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hoaietaiis  distmbed  iko§e  eooDtries ;  on  which  maay 
IsraeKtes  coafonned  to  Iftamisfliy  aod  poiebaied 
by  apostaej  the  pmnksioa  to  lemain  muaokstod ; 
whilst  others,  who  weie  still  desiroos  of  exereisiflg 
their  relig;ioii,  had  ample  opportaoitjy  during  the 
anaiehy  of  th<ise  tises,  of  reUnng  to  the  fsftnenes 
bordering^  oo  the  €i9MpiaM  sea,  or  of  plaogiag  iato 
that  Tsst  aad  still  bat  impetfeeUj  kaown  territory, 
radiatiBf^  eastwaid  froai  the  Caspiaa,  eomptehqidiag 
Tartary,  Thibet,  Cadaa,  s^reat  part  of  Hiadoftaa,  aad 
seretal  of  the  proviaees  of  the  Sassiaa  eaqpiie.  la 
the  twelfth  ecataiy  Betqaaum  of  Tad^  aei^cttibe- 
less  fiwad,  ia  the  aMMntaias  aad  eitics  of  KiAor, 
Islamites  of  the  trftes  of  Baa,  Zabaloa,  A^er  aad 
Naphtafi;^  aad  ia  the  eeataiy  Ibikmii^  Matthew 
Paris  deeiafed  it  to  be  the  eaneat  opiaioa  that  the 
Tartan  of  tte  Caacaias,  aad  of  the  Caspiaa  ia  geae> 
lal,  woe  Israriitra,*  At  the  lemal  of  lettefs,  aad 
Ike  spmd  of  the  leteantioa,  the  atteatioa  of  leaiaed 
aadlairBigft  Chrisiiaas  was  agaia  difeeled  to  the 

m  f  atjiag^  ia  tke  un^ 
r,  tae  esirieace  aaMag  tte  saaK  pcsopic; 
of  the  tAca  of  Daa  aad  Vapbtali;^  ia  ^btte^tm- 

Huitke  Cm sumnm 

aad  ifcwd  sacriice  oa  the  49f  of  Oas;^ 

Ka  of  Ibsas  aad  faisr 
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The  reocntly  publislied  researches  of  the  Rer.  Jl 
Samuel  of  Bombay,  a  converted  Jen,  set  this  matlCT 
at  rest,  with  regard  to  the  inhobiiaDta  of  the  Caa- 
casus.  He  describes  a  remnant  of  Israel  dtrelling  in 
Daghislan.  among  the  Lesgb;  tribes  ;  '  which  i*tlct 
are  a  Uerce  and  indomitable  race  of  tnoantainMn, 
(he  terror  of  Ibc  countries  round  aboot,  wbumndllw 
Turks,  Persians,  nor  Russians  have  been  able  Is 
subdue.  The;  are  bigoted  Moslems  in  religjoa,  }d 
declare  themselves  lo  be  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  aad 
tbey  allow  the  Israelites  in  queatioQ  to  live  peaceably 
among  lb  em.' 

Four  particulars  distinguish  tlie  Israelites  of  Ibii 
region  from  the  Jews,  (1.)  Tlieir  observance  of  Ihe 
Hebrew  festivals  is  of  a  more  primitive  chamclK, 
and  without  an;  admixture  of  pharisaical  tradilioM. 
The  Sabbath,  for  example,  is  a  daj  of  praise  aud  le- 
joicing,  which  they  testify  by  dancing,  a  practice  ex- 
pressly forbidden  by  the  Talmud.  In  the  afteraoM 
of  that  day  they  are  in str noted  by  the  elders  oatof  Ai 
law  in  allegories.  (2  Kings  iv.  23.)     At  the  Patmti 


lenBtiorm  of  Calmet,  th«  ou  P*- 


e  latter  being-  ibe 
ucBsns,  which  dilWpa  Gcorjia  Irom  the  Csapian. 
desimr  the  mountcil  CoMiick  bj  itrlkljos  the  heeto  al  hi 
iiu  rnlflUiiig  the  prophetln  dtmcrfpttoii  of  Jacab— "  DuiWI 
ent  by  the  way,  an  adder  in  the  path,  that  bUeth  IhebonB' 

hem  rongidcrcd,  that  the  followlDg'  pnnprb  )■  eamol  M 
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they  kill  a  lamb,  the  blood  of  which  is  teoeived  iato  a 
basin,  and  apiinkled  on  every  door-post,  and  the  ani- 
mal w  tlieo  ruasted  and  eaten  with  bitter  hetba:  the 
JeiF3,  OD  the  contrary,  substitute  a  portion  of  meat 
broiled  on  the  coals.  T/ie  feast  of  vieehs  ooirirnemo- 
i^tea  with  them  the  reaping-  of  the  harvest,  ic-ken  in 
tkeir  own  laml,  agreeable  to  Lev.  xxiii:  the  JewB 
commemorate  bjit  the  giving  of  the  taw.  The  former 
call  tkefeajloftrumpeh  by  its  proper  name;  the  latter 
call  it  the  head  of  Ike  year.  On  llie  day  of  atonentent 
the  customs  of  the  Israelites  of  Dagbistan  are  still 
more  peculiar.  Besides  fasting  bo  slrictl;  that  Ibeir 
cattle  and  even  their  infants  are  not  fed,  the;  draw 
water  and  pour  it  on  their  beads,  both  at  morning 
and  at  sunset.  In  the  first  instance,  having  poured 
it  out,  they  call  upon  God  with  prayers  and  lamenta- 
tions, and  sit  in  dust  and  asbes  during  the  day.  tn 
the  latter  instance,  afiei  having  poured  it  oat,  they 
shout  "  Forgiven,  foryieen,"  and  changing  their  ap~ 
parol  greet  each  other,  and  pass  immediately  from 
mourning  to  mirth.  (See  1  Sam.  vii.  G;  Levit.  xxiii. 
27,  XKv.  9.)  On  the  feaat  of  tabernarlea  also  they 
twice  pour  out  water;  the  first  time  toward  their  own 
dwellings,  saying,  "  Do  thou,  O  Lord,  pour  out  thy 
blessing  on  us ;"  the  second  time  toward  the  nations, 
saying,  "Pour  out  thine  indignation  upon  all  the 
heathen,  that  they  may  Lnow  that  thou  art  the  God 
of  Israel."  Their  mode  also  of  performing  circum- 
cision, and  their  customs  at  funerals,  weddings,  and 
births  are  aJl  more  primitive  thaa  those  of  the  Jews 
in  snch  cases.  (2.)  A  second  peculiarity  is,  that  the 
Jews  tbrougbonl  the  world  observe  festivals  of  which 
the  Israelites  of  Daghistan  are  entirely  ignorant. 
The  latter  know  nothing  of  the  feast  of  Inattgitratu 
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which  relcbrates  the  rebailding  of  the  temple:'  ■"■- 
ibor  do  the<r  observe  the  fast  of  the  taitk  mmtti  in 
rcmcnibtBDce  of  the  attack  od  Jernaaleni  b;  the  Chtl' 
deans ;  noT  that  of  the  foartb  inoDtb  for  the  deslrat- 
lion  ofjerasalem  bf  the  same;  nor  that  of  the  f/lh 
month  for  the  buming  of  the  temple;  Dor  that  of  (lie 
Mfvenlh  month  in  memory  of  Gedaliah's  mnrder.  &C. 
(See  Zech.  *ii.  3^S,  viii.  10,  and  compare  Jeremiab 
lii.  6,  7,  xti.  4.)  The  rabbinical  laws  for  ablatiom, 
and  for  killing  and  cooking  meat,  imporlaut  feattirea 
<if  Judaism,  are  equal!;  unknown  to  them.  (3<)  A 
third  peculiarilj'  is  the  existence  of  corrupt  obs«r- 
vancca  among  them  not  prnctiaed  by  the  Jews,  sucb 
HI  their  tearing  and  catting  Ihemaelvea  for  the  dead; 
iheir  olTering  sacrilice  on  occasion  of  the  paasoTer  in 
places  not  appointed  by  the  Lord,  &o.  (4.)  Tie 
fourth  peculiarity  regards  their  books,  which  arc  en- 
tirely manaacript;— -a  printed  book  neverhaving  been 
seen  by  them  until  the  Russians  conquered  Geor^a. 
Of  the  aacred  writings  they  possess  only  the  Fentn- 
leach,  excepting  part  of  the  book  of  Esther.  Their 
copies  are  in  the  ancient  Hebrew  or  Aramean  charac- 
ter, (not  the  Chaldaic,  as  are  those  of  the  Jews,)  and 
have  no  divisions  of  sentences,  no  points,  neither  Ilie 
portions  supposed  to  have  been  supplied  by  Esra.' 

Mr.  Samuel  concludes  of  other  IsraetJten,  in  the 

conntries   bordering   on   the   Caspian,   (as    those  of 

Kakhete,  Inirite,  Gooricl,  and  Mingrclia)  that  tbey 

are  of  the  ten  tribes;  though  their  peculiar  charac- 

owing  to  the  Jews  having  of  late  years  ob- 


I  Jnatiihua  aacribcB  its  tnigin  to  the  puIifleBbon  of  the  teinp;e  iflct 
'  ITic  Hmmani  Fouai ;  bjthcRer.  J.  SuQael)  : 
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tained  access  to  them,  and  introdaced  their  books, 
are  not  in  all  poiots  so  free  from  admixtarB  as  i 
case  of  the  Israelites  of  DagbislaD. 

Tlie  information  which  Dr.  Wolff  obtained,  i 
in  Affgba.nislati  a  few  jears  since,  is  likewise  impot- 
tanl.  He  was  informed  by  the  Jews  of  Bokhara  that 
they  had  removed  to  that  eil;  from  Samarcand,  when 
the  latter  place  fell  into  ruins  ;  and  that  on  their  ar- 
rival at  Bokhara  they  found  there  Israelites  who  pos- 
sessed their  genealogies,  and  who  nliimately  emi- 
grated to  Chins,  taking  these  records  with  them. '  Dr. 
Wolffhad  likewise  reason  (o  conclade  that  the  Isra- 
elites of  Meshed  were  of  the  ten  tribes,  from  their 
i j^orance  of  the  Talmud,  and  entire  freedom  from 
prejudice  against  Jesus  of  Nazaretb  ; — characleristioa 
indeed  which  belong  to  Ihe  Israelites  of  Toorkestaan 
and  Khorossaun  in  general.'  Those  of  Mesbed  fur- 
ther assured  him,  that  at  Candabar  there  are  descend- 
anta  of  Simeon,  also  of  Joseph  (i.  e.  of  Epbrairo  and 
Manasseb,)  Ibough  they  were  outwardly  conformed  to 
Islamism;*  and  he  himself,  when  in  Arabia,  met  with 
Israelites  who  declared  themselves,  and  were  believed 


cordlDB:  to  tho  traditlojiB  bot] 

*  lUd.p.  lis.   Mr.  Sunnd 
uleroCtbe  lUBditea  of  IbcK  leclaii 
from  rabhiului]  pf€]nrllce<.  (Appeal, 


Uble  reuons  for  no  concluding. 

utuCu-erand  Marahman,  ooUcb  ttao  ^mtiianlty  of 

ABkhan  IwignHee  witb  UiB  Hebrew ,  (AiiaHa  Raarcha.  toI.  I.  p.  SBt.) 

bnt  M.  S.  ElphlaaUDe,  Esq.  dinln  ihe  tffiBitr,  ud  Dr.  Wolff  mt  J 
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by  the  Jews,  to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Dan.    Their  uual 

residence  wag  nearTerim  id  Hatramawt. 

China  is  so  extensive  an  empire  that  there  ma;  be 
nnmeroas  colonies  of  Israelites  within  it  aoknown  la 
Europeaas.  The  only  one  with  which  we  are  ic- 
qaaintcd  is  at  Cai-foH^-Jou,  the  capita)  af  Honan.af 
which  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  are  of  Jndfth  n 
Ephraim.  Their  own  account  of  thein9elve>is,tkit 
they  settled  at  Cai-fong-fou  about  A.D.  73 ;  bat  tblt 
they  arrived  in  China  during  the  dynasty  of  Tohcon. 
which  was  from  B.<:.  1123  to  B.C.  249.  Tbey  tune 
DO  enmity  to  Jesas ;  they  do  not  possess  the  prophtt) 
of  the  captivity,  Daniel  aod  Ezekicl  ;  neither  hai* 
they  the  vowel  points  i  n  their  manuscripts  ;  bat  ihei 
have  them  in  their  hooks,  which  tc^ether  nitii  the 
books  of  Ezra,  NehemJah.  and  the  Maccabeei  Atj 
say  they  received  from  the  western  Jews.  Theifon 
tradition  is,  that  they  emigrated  from  Persia.' 

In  regard  to  the  Israelites  of  Hindostan  the  t«tl 
mony  is  conflicting,  arising  apparently  from  the  fii 
oumstance  of  those  of  Cocbia  and  of  other  paiti  of 
the  Malabar  coast  being  confounded  with  each  otbsr, 
and  with  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bombay;' 
for  there  appear  to  be  three  distinct  classes  at  Cochis; 
viz.  the  blacL  Jews,  the  white  Jews,  aud  the  proae- 
lytes  from  among  the  natives  made  by  both  panic*; 
and  these  again  are  distinct  from  the  Beni  Israel  ol 
Bombay.     Dr.  Bnchanan  concluded  that  the  Caofain 


■  Seethe  DotesofGBbriclBroticrtoBnaliv.dfTacinM.  Hedainl 
bis  EnfomiAtlEm  ^ddi  tbe  Jesuit  iDlsKJonariai  Gq2beu,  Damcuffei 
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3ewa  were  of  the  rotriliveB  who  escaped  from  Titos ; 
and  before  him  Dr.  Kcnoicolt  quoted  froin  Wolliae 
similar  account,  which  the  latter  had  received  from  a 
Jew  named  Moses  Pereyra.  On  Ibe  other  hand  the 
black  Jews  sa;  of  themaelvus  that  they  came  from 
Media;  and  Mr.  Forbes,  wlieti  at  Cochin,  was  as- 
sured by  the  Jews  there,  that  there  were  Israelites  on 
the  Malabar  coast  of  the  tribe  of  Managseh.  Dr. 
Nicolayson  saw  at  JerQsalem  a  narrative  taken  from 
a  Dutch  manD9cr{p1,(  formerly  belonging  to  Marcellaii 
Bless,  a  governor  of  India  under  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company,  who  received  it  from  a  converted 
Jew  named  Vandok,)  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the 
Cochin  Jews  are  descendants  of  the  ten  tribes  carried 
away  by  Shalmanesar;  and  the  researches  of  Mr. 
Moses  Sargon  in  1823,  and  those  of  Mr,  Jarrett  more 
recently,  have  led  them  to  the  belief,  that  the  Israel- 
ites about  Cannanore  are  of  the  ten  tribes.  These 
latter  observe  idolatrous  customs,  especial  ly  the  wor- 
ship of  a  silver  serpent  with  a  golden  egg ;  but  Ifaey 
observe  the  Jewish  sabbath  and  the  g:reat  day  of  ex- 
piation. Those  of  Cochin  are  not  idolatrous,  and  are 
generally  upright  in  their  dealings.  The  Beoi  Israel 
around  Bombay  are  represented  by  some  as  combin- 
ing the  vices  of  the  worst  European  Jews  with  the 
proQJgacy  of  the  Hindoos;  and  they  all  likewise  have 
the  image  of  the  serpent,  which  they  privately  wor- 
ship. Mr.  Samuel  considers  that  they  have  nothing 
in  common  with  Jews  except  abstinence  from  things 
strangled  and  from  blood,  together  with  the  rite  of 
circumcision,  which  he  conceives  to  be  of  Mnssclman 
origin:  Dr.  WolD'  nevertheless  felt  persuaded  ( 
they  were  of  the  ten  tribesJ 
1  Bnduuuui'B  KaaHiclua  in  luUn  i  Kuwkott'i  Coll.  ol  Hab.  U 


I 

I 


572  HISTORY   OF  THE  JEWS! 

Tbe  Israelites  of  Abyssinia  may  be  likewise  men- 
tioned 1  of  whom  however  little  satisfactory  \i  knonn, 
oD  account  of  their  great  shyness  of  commniiicUiog 
with  strangers.  Some  have  supposed  tbera  to  be 
Abyssinian  converts  to  Judaism  by  Menclaas,  or 
Menelech,  a  son  of  Salomon  by  the  far-famed  queoa 
of  Slieba :  but  the  name  of  Falatha  (or  firangm) 
given  to  them  by  tbe  Abyssiniana,  contradicts  this 
hypothesis.  They  are  very  ignorant,  and  coastanti^ 
plundered  by  the  natives,  by  whom  they  are  nnjnsllj' 
accounted  sorcerers  and  wizards.  The  circumstance 
that  Ibey  change  thcirappareland  wash,  arter  havin; 
received  Clirislians  into  their  houses,  looks  more  Iil>< 
customs  and  prejudices  derived  from  phatisaickl 
times,  than  from  the  age  of  Solomon.' 

A  wide  9eld  of  coojeclure  has  been  opened  Mo- 
cerning  the  origin  of  certain  nations,  besides  tbe 
Tartars,  which  have  been  concluded  to  be  Israelltisb ) 
but  until  the  priest  intimated  by  Ezra  (chap.  ii.  03.) 

ForbM>B  OrieoUl  McnioirB  ^   WoItTa   Jounwl   for    tSSl-4,  n,  W: 
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■hall  arise  up  to  declare  the  desceDl  of  those  who  have 
lost  their  genealogies,  little  that  is  saiisfactory  ced 
result  from  the  inquiry.  The  Hiodoos,  the  American 
Indiaoa,  the  aocieat  British  and  Irish,  the  Saxons 
and  the  Laplanders  have  otherwise  all  had  a  claim 
put  !d  Tor  them  to  this  honour.'  SuSicient  has  been 
said  to  prove  that  there  exist  actual  traces  of  the  ex- 
isteoce  of  portions  of  the  tea  tribes  ;  and  to  afford  a 
reasonable  presumption,  that,  when  those  regions  al-  I 

1  AsthnTartarBbatebeenmenaonad,  thiiinbJcctoaEhlnolto  ba 


talned  that  Anmricii  wis  BisI  peopled  bT  TarUrs,  who  imseed  DTei  bj 
the  stralcs  or  Anlim,  or  BehiiDg'a  alnils.  The  aecoud  elms  of  iiriten 
■appoietbe  American  Indians  lo  be  more  directl]' Israelitei.  ThelUE 
T.M,  [Hcbcniion,  Esq.  of  Bomtaay,  inn  pager  read  before  the  AalUle 
SDdety,  HtaUi  thai  tbla  oplolou  «>  Brat  snegeiled  bf  aUr.  Winilow, 
a  conuiierclal  BgenC  In  Nev  England,  about  a.d,  lUB-.  Montesinl 
Aharon  Levi  hovever,  rotbemiae  Aatoala  de  MonteniaDs)  a  Spaniard 
o(  Jewish  deaeeat,  who  bad  been  In  America,  stronglr  eonlenda  lor 
this  origin,  in  his  JUIacbn,  &c  prinlcil  lSt4.  From  him  Rabbi  Mao- 
aueh  largely  quota  In  his  Spa  liraelii,  pobliahed  ia  Ifiso,  and  Itaiis- 
lated  Into  Bngllsb  by  Moees  Wall.  In  the  suae  year  Thomu  Tho- 
mwgocHl.amcmberof  theaaBcmblyof  diiinea,  published  his"  Jm  In 
Jmtrica,"  &c.  in  which  he  maintains  the  same  hypDtbeaJs,  as  daa 
Jamra  Adair,  Esq.  who  waa  a  trader  among  them  for  foity  years,  in 
bin  "  HUlBfj/iif  lit  Americas  IndiiBu,"  17711.  Dr.  Bllat  Boudinot,  Dr. 
Beatty,  William  Feoo,  aod  several  others  who  have  had  hitorooiuie 

been  trealed  with  levity  bj  otbcn.  Who  have  either  never  been  In 
America,  orare but BUBhtlyaoinainled  villi  that  ImmenKi  country) 
in  addition  to  which  lome  of  the  customs  alleged  are  now  wearing 
away,  more  espedaUy  among  the  Indiana  or  Noctli  America.  Tbeie 
do  not  now  practlie  draimcliim,  but  Dr.  Beatty  auerts  that  the  In- 
dian* of  Ohio  uanred  him  it  was  practised  among  them  in  thehr 
Inefnary.  Grotius  Hilirma  the  same,  (T>e  Veritate,  Lib.  i.  c-  xy 
and  likewise  Peter  Martyr,  (Deead.  cap.  ivO  Pahriciua  adduces  Oeor 
Itome,  tesurying  Co  their  freqoeut  use  of  the  word  AtUlulai  (Pr 
fatio  ad  llbros  1>.  de  Origlnibua  AmerlcaniaJ  which  same  of  the 
Instanced  ahoie  also  alleje  -,  and  that  they  call  themiwlTca  the  I 
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ready  named  come  to  be  better  kDown,  more  will  be 
discovered. 

It  remaiDS  to  be  observed,  that  larael  is  not  oal; 
destined  to  be  restored,  and  to  have  a  gloiy  aad  do- 
mlDioD  in  tbe  world  sach  as  never  yet  hai  beea  en- 
Joyed  by  the  most  poirerful  of  tbe  rulers  of  whit 
have  been  called  uniserial  empires  ;  hat  tbat  Oitj 
are  to  inflict  a  terrible  retribution  on  those  natioos 
which  Iiave  persecnted  aod  afflicted  tbem,  wbo  will 
be  broken  in  pieces  and  destroyed.'  Tbe  wisdom 
both  of  nations  and  of  individuals  is  therefore  to  en- 
deavour in  the  meanwhile  to  avert  the  just  indigna- 
tion of  the  Alniightj,  by  speaking  comforlabij  to 
loved  and  peculiar  people  of  yefuneah,  under  whcue  protection  they 
Bay  1h^  BnoHitorb  Uved,  aad  vere  dircclsd  by  blH  prophrtB,   Mr. 
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Jerasalem,  and  promoting  by  all  lawful  means  their 
spiritual  and  temporal  welfare:  for  the  scriptare 
concerning  Israel  will  presently  be  found  to  be  yet  in 
force,  as  it  has  ever  been  in  time  past :  **  Blessed  is 
he  that  blesseth  thee;  and  cursed  is  he  that  curseth 
thee."  (Numb.  xxiv.  9.) 


THE  END.    fc 
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